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PREFACE, 

\ 


Public  completes  the  Second  Decade 
of  Medical  Commentaries.  And  I 
have  no  inconliderable  fatisfaflion  in 
reflecting,  that  I  have  brought  to  a 
conclufion  the  twentieth  volume  of 
this  periodical  work  with  fo  few  inter¬ 
ruptions.  I  truft,  that  although  the 
prefent  may  not  be  juflly  entitled  to  all 
the  approbation  which  partial  friends 
have  bellowed  on  former  volumes  of 
thefe  Commentaries,  it  will  yet  be  con- 
lidered  as  meriting  a  careful  perufai 
from  thole  candid  practitioners,  who 
wilh  to  be  acquainted  with  propofed 
improvements  for  the  alleviation  of 

a  3  difeafe. 


•  (  VI  ) 

difeafe,  although  their  unavoidable  en¬ 
gagements  do  not  admit  of  extenfive 
reading.  Both  in  the  analyfis,  which 
is  here  given,  of  books  lately  publifhed, 
and  in  the  original  obfervations  which 
this  volume  contains,  many  particu¬ 
lars  will  be  found  immediately  connect¬ 
ed  with  fuccefsful  practice,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  well  defer ve  a  ferious  cori- 
iideration. 

k 

-  -  ■  ✓  1 
i 

The  general  Alphabetical  Table  of 
Contents,  with  which  the  prefent  vo¬ 
lume  is  concluded,  may  be  confidered 
as  the  termination  of  this  work.  But, 
in  putting  a  period  to  it,  I  may  alfo 
take  the  opportunity  of  announcing 
my  intention  of  commencing  a  fimilar 
annual  work,  upon  r  eady  the  fame 
plan,  although  under  a  title  fomewhat 
different.  And  I  hope  I  fhall  be  en¬ 
abled  to  conduCl  it  with  fome  advan¬ 
tages  which  I  have  not  hitherto  en¬ 
joyed. 


It 


(  vii  ) 

It  is  my  intention  to  publifh,  at  the 
commencement  of  every  year,  a  vo¬ 
lume  under  the  title  of  Annals  of 
Medicine,  containing  what  to  me  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  moft  important  recent 
difcoveries  in  the  practice  of  the  healing 
art.  In  the  conduCt  of  this  work,  I  flat¬ 
ter  my  felf  with  the  hopes  *  that  I  fhall 
receive  no  inconfiderable  aid  from  my 
fon,  whom  I  foon  expect  to  return 
from  the  continent  of  Europe,  where 
he  has  been  for  fome  time  engaged 
profecuting  the  ftudy  of  medicine. — > 
From  the  acquaintance  which  he  has 
formed  with  eminent  phyficians  at  dif¬ 
ferent  univerfities  abroad,  I  trufl  I  fhall 
be  furnifhed  with  more  early  and  more 
accurate  accounts  of  foreign  medical 
publications  of  merit,  than  I  have  hi-' 
therto  been  able  to  obtain. 

W ith  refpeCt  to  original  communica¬ 
tions,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  practi¬ 
tioners  of  the  prefent  period  will  be  as 

a  a  accurate 


(  viii  ) 

/ 

Accurate  in  marking  important  fa£ts^ 
and  as  liberal  in  imparting  them  td 
the  public,  as  any  of  their  predecefTors. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  my  future  vo¬ 
lumes  fhall  not  want  that  value  which 
may  be  derived  from  important  ob- 
'  fervations,  which  have  not  before 
been  publifhed.  Thofe  who  propofe 
to  favour  me  with  their  affiflance  in 
this  way,  and  who  have  not  a  proper 
opportunity  of  tranfmitting  their  pa¬ 
pers  to  Edinburgh,  may  addrefs  them 
to  the  care  of  my  friend  Dr.  George 
Pearfon,  phyfician,  Leicefler  Square, 
London.  All  obfervations  tranfmitted 
to  him  for  the  Annals  of  Medicine, 
by  thofe  who  may  incline  to  employ 
this  channel  for  communicating  to  o- 
thers  facts  which  have  been  inftru&ive 
to  themfelves,  will  be  carefully  forward¬ 
ed  to  their  molt  obedient  fervant, 

ANDREW  DUNCAN 

Edinburgh,  1 

Dec.i.  1795.  j 
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.  1  -  . 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Medical  Efficacy  of  a  New 
Species  of  Peruvian  Bark ,  lately  imported 
into  this  Country  under  the  name  of  Yellow 
Bark ,  including  Practical  Ohfervations  re- 
fpeding  the  choice  of  Bark  in  general .  By- 
John  Relph,  M.  D.  Phyfician  to  Guy’s 

Hofpital.  8vo.  London. 

#  !  ..  . 

PEruvian  Bark,  as  Dr.  Relph  remarks, 

has  been  long  and  defervedly  regarded 

as  a  medicine  of  the  firfh  eftimation  ;  and  it 
is  fo  extenfively  employed,  that  the  quantity 
Vol.  X.  Dec.  II.  B  imported 
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imported  into  Britain  for  feveral  years  prior 
to  the  prefent  publication,  exceeded  one 
hundred  thoufand  pound  weight  annually. 

The  trees,  from  which  the  Peruvian,  or  as  it 
is, by  fome, more  properly  named,  the  Cinchona 
Bark,  is  collected,  are  now  known  to  be  of 
various  fpecies ;  and  Dr.  Relph  begins  the 
prefent  inquiry  with  fome  obfervations  re- 
fpe&ing  thefe.  He  tells  us  that  no  botanical 
hiftory  of  the  Arbor  Febrifuga  Peruviana, 
or  Cinchona  Officinalis,  as  it  is  now  called, 
is  to  be  found  worthy  of  attention  before 
1730,  although  the  bark  had  been  brought 
to  Spain  near  a  century  before.  He  prefents 
us  with  the  accounts  given  of  it  by  Mr.  Arnot, 
Monf.  de  la  Condamine,  and  Dr.  Jofeph  de 
Juffieu. 

After  a  ffiort  view  of  thefe  original  autho¬ 
rities,  to  which  the  knowledge  of  the  Cin¬ 
chona  was  long  confined,  he  next  examines 
the  further  information  which  has  been  ob- 
tained  by  the  rapid  extenfion  of  fcientific 
botany,  and  he  here  prefents  us  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  defcription  and  arrangement  of  the 
different  fpecies  given  by  Profeffor  Vahl  in 
the  tranfaclions  of  the  Natural  Hiflory  So¬ 
ciety  at  Copenhagen. 


1/?.  Cinchona 


1795- 


COMMENTARIES. 


!9 


ift.  Cinchona  officinalis. 

Cinchona  foliis  lanceolatis  glabris3 
capfulis  oblongis. 

id*  Cinchona  pubefcens. 

C.  foliis  ovatis  bafi  eLongatis,  fubtus 
pubefcentibus  capfulis  cylindricis. 

3 d*  Cinchona  macrocarpa. 

C.  foliis  oblongis,  fubtus  pubefcen¬ 
tibus  coftatis. 

4 th.  Cinchona  caribaea. 

C.  pedunculis  axillaribus  unifloris. 

5 th.  Cinchona  corymbifera. 

C.  foliis  oblongo-lanceolatis,  corymbis 
axillaribus. 

> 

6th .  Cinchona  lineata. 

C.  panicula  terminali,  foliis  ovatis, 
acuminatis  glabris,  capfulis  penta- 
gonis. 

yth.  Cinchona  floribunda. 

C.  panicula  terminali,  capfulis  tur- 
binatis  levibus,  foliis  eiipticis  acu¬ 
minatis. 

8 th*  Cinchona  brachycarpa. 

C.  panicula  terminali,  capfulis  obo- 
vatis  coftatis,  foliis  ellipticis  obtufis. 

9 th.  Cinchona  anguftifolia. 

B  2 
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C.  panicula  terminali,  capfulis  oblon- 
gis  pentagonis,  foliis  lineari-Iance- 
olatis  pubefcentibus. 

After  fome  remarks  on  each  of  thefe  fpe¬ 
cies,  Dr.  Relph  concludes  that  it  muff  be  a. 
talk  of  the  utmoft  difficulty  to  refer  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Peruvian  barks  now  employed,  to  pne 
or  other  of  the  fpecies  above-mentioned  ;  and 
he  thinks  there  is  room  for  well-founded 
hope,  that  fome  fpecies  of  Cinchona  may  yet 
be  difcovered  of  more  advantage  to  medicine 
than  any  that  has  hitherto  been  employed. 

To  this  confideration Dr.  Relph  has  been  led 
from  having  of  late  ufed  a  fpecies  of  Peruvian 
bark  ;  which,  till  very  lately,  has  been  un¬ 
known  in  this  country,  and  which,  from  the 
trials  made  with  it,  promifes  to  furpafs  in 
efficacy  all  the  others  at  prefent  ufed  for  the 
purpofes  of  medicine. 

This  is  now  known  in  London  by  the 
name  of  the  Yellow  Bark.  It  is  different 
from  the  yellow  kind  noticed  by  Arrot  and 
Condamine,  but  is  accurately  defcribed  by 
Profeffor  Murray  in  his  Apparatus  Medica- 
minum,  where  he  gives  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  it :  It  conhffs,  according  to  him3  of 

fiattifli 

f  i-v  .  .  I  .  i. 
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flattifh  pieces  of  about  the  length  of  a  finger, 
the  breadth  of  the  thumb,  and  a  line  in 
thicknefs.  Its  colour  is  yellow,  inclining  to 
that  of  the  ruft  of  iron.  It  partakes  more 
of  the  ferruginous  colour  on  its  external, 
than  on  •  its  internal  furface,  owing  to  the 
clofe  adhefion  of  the  epidermis  to  the  bark. 
Both  in  its  frafture,  and  on  the  furface,  it 
appears  fibrillous,  breaking  fo  eafily  between 
the  fingers,  that  it  may  be  rubbed  into  a  yel¬ 
low  powder.  Its  take  is  intenfely  bitter,  with 
a  flight  degree  of  aftringency. 

This  bark,  Dr.  Relph  obferves,  though 
denominated  yellow,  is  only  to  be  underftood 
as  approaching  nearer  to  that  colour  than 
any  other  fpecies  of  Peruvian  bark,  imported 
into  this  country,  efpecially  when  reduced 
to  powder.  The  yellow  bark,  fold  in  Lon¬ 
don,  correfponds,  he  tells  us,  fo  exa&ly 
with  the  defcription  given  by  Profeffor  Mur¬ 
ray,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  be¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  fpecies. 

On  the  the  authority  of  a  letter  from  a 
drug-merchant  in  Cadiz,  Dr.  Relph  con¬ 
cludes,  that  the  yellow  Peruvian  bark-tree 
grows  in  the  interior  parts  of  Spanifii  Ame- 

B  3  rica. 
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rica,  in  a  mountainous  country,  and  at  fuch 
a  diftance  from  Lima,  that  the  expence 
of  conveying  it  thither  muft  be  very  con- 
liderable. 

After  finiffiing  his  obfervations  on  the  ex¬ 
ternal  characters  of  this  bark,  Dr.  Relph 
next  proceeds  on  the  experimental  part  of 
his  inquiry.  Thefe  experiments,  he  tells  us, 
were  projected  and  entirely  conducted  by 
Mr.  Babington,  a  gentleman  of  whofe  accu¬ 
racy  and  fidelity  no  doubt  can  arife ;  and 
they  are  related  by  Dr.  Relph  in  Mr.  Babing- 
ton’s  own  words. 

The  decoCtion  of  yellow  bark,  according 
to  Mr.  Babington,  if  made  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion  with  the  Decoctum  Cinchonas  of  the 
London  Pharmacopoeia,  fo  much  refembles 
it,  that  it  is  difficult  by  the  eye  to  diflinguifh 
the  one  from  the  other.  But  in  almoft  every 
particular,  excepting  with  regard  to  flavour, 
the  decoClion  of  the  yellow  bark  is  fuperior, 
not  only  to  the  common,  but  even  to  the 
founded  and  mod  genuine  red  bark.  The 
decoction  of  yellow  bark,  diluted  with  twice 
the  quantity  of  water,  was  fully  as  bitter  as 

4 

the  decoCtion  of  the  bed  common  bark.  The 

difference 
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difference  is  alfo  remarkable  in  the  aftrin- 
gency  of  the  deco&ions,  when  the  yellow, 
the  common,  and  the  red,  are  compared. 
If  a  folution  of  vitriolated  iron  be  added  to 
equal  quantities  of  thefe,  till  no  further  de- 
compofition  enfue,  there  will  be  produced  in 
the  firft  a  darker  and  much  more  copious 
precipitation  than  in  either  of  the  other  two; 
and  when  a  pint  of  each  was  fet  by  in  com¬ 
mon  quart  bottles,  it  was  found  that  the 
mouldinefs  and  acidity  obfervable  in  the 
common  in  three,  and  in  the  red  at  the  end 
of  fix  weeks,  had  not  taken  place  in  the  yel¬ 
low  for  nearly  two  months. 

We  are  next  prefented  with  an  account  of 
fome  trials  made  with  the  yellow  bark  in  the 
way  of  infufion,  both  in  hot  and  in  cold 
water.  The  powder  of  this  bark,  macerated 
in  common  water,  communicates  to  it  the 
properties  of  a  weak  deco&ion.  If,  inflead 
of  being  macerated  with  hot  water,  the  pow¬ 
der  be  either  triturated  with  cold  water,  or 
infufed  in  it  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours,  the  liquor  receives  a  very  Itrong  im¬ 
pregnation,  not  fo  much  from  the  aftrin- 
gency,  as  from  the  pure  and  intenfe  bitter- 
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nefs  of  the  fubjeft.  The  circumdances  which 
here,  in  a  particular  manner,  engaged  Mr. 
Babington’s  attention,  were  the  predomi¬ 
nancy  of  its  bitternefs  when  compared  with 
other  barks,  and  the  determined  fixity  with 
which  it  feems  attached.  Thefe  are  fuch, 
that  he  is  even  doubtful  whether  it  be  pof- 
fible,  by  an  aqueous  menftruum,  to  extract 
all  its  bitternefs,  without  the  afliftance  of 
heat.  He  took  five  pounds  of  the  fined 
powder  of  this  bark,  and  at  the  end  of  eleven 
days,  when  he  had  ufed  above  one  hundred 
gallons  of  water,  he  found  the  powder  was 
fo  far  from  being  infipid,  that  it  was  dill  as 
bitter  as  the  common  powdered  bark  of  the 
fhops.  The  water,  in  which  the  bark  had 
been  infufed,  on  being  filtered  and  evapo¬ 
rated  by  the  heat  of  a  water  bath,  yielded 
fifteen  ounces  of  extract  of  a  dark  brown 
colour  and  pilular  confidence,  extremely 
bitter,  and  poffefling  a  certain  degree  of 
tranfparency. 

From  the  fame  procedure  as  is  directed  by 
the  College  of  Phyficians  of  London,  with 
refpeft  to  common  bark,  the  powder  of  yel- 
-  low  bark  produces  a  tin&ure  differing  very 

little 
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little  from  the  common  in  colour  and  tran- 
fparency,  but  far  furpaffing  it  in  bitternefs 
and  adringency  :  and  in  both  thefe  proper¬ 
ties  it  furpaffes  even  the  tincture  of  red  bark. 
Mr.  Babington  found  that  the  proportional 
weight  of  thefe  tinctures  were  as  follows  : 
Tindture  of  yellow  bark  918 

- common  bark  912 

- red  bark  91 1-^ 

Upon  evaporating  a  pint  of  each  of  thefe 
tin&ures  in  a  water  bath,  the  drd  yielded 
3 1 1,  the  fecond  210,  and  the  third  only  201 
grains  of  folid  refiduum. 

Mr.  Babington  concludes  his  obfervations 
on  the  pharmaceutic  treatment  of  yellow 
bark,  with  fome  remarks  on  the  aqueous  and 
fpirituous  extra&s.  The  London  College  order 
two  kinds  of  extract  of  common  bark.  The 
one  is  made  by  boiling  in  repeated  portions 
of  water*  draining  the  deco&ion  whild  hot, 
and  evaporating  them  to  a  proper  confidence. 
The  other  by  digeding  drd  in  rectified  fpirit, 
and  then  making  a  deco&ion  of  the  refiduary 
matter  in  water,  and  uniting  the  produ&s 
after  each  liquor  has  been  feparately  evapo¬ 
rated.  According  to  the  drd  procefs  Mr. 
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Babington  tells  us,  that  ten  pounds  of  the 
yellow  bark,  yielded  four  pounds  and  two 
ounces  of  extract  of  a  pilular  confidence. 
Ten  pounds  of  red  bark,  yielded  four  pounds 
one  ounce  of  extract,  and  ten  pounds  of 
common  bark  yielded  but  two  pounds  nine 
ounces.  The  extract  of  common  bark  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  fmoothefl  and  mod  pladic, 
the  red  the  mod  brittle ;  and  the  yellow  of 
a  lighter  colour  than  either  of  the  others, 
and  far  more  powerful  in  tade. 

Of  the  refmous  extra&s  the  products  are 
alfo  different.  By  the  ufe  of  both  water  and 
fpirit,  a  pound  of  common  bark  yields  only 
two  ounces  three-fifths,  a  pound  of  red  bark 
two  ounces  fix-eighths,  and  a  pound  of  yel¬ 
low  bark  no  lefs  than  four  ounces  of  this  ex¬ 
tract.  The  refmous  extract  of  the  yellow 
bark  is  rather  of  a  lighter  colour  than  the 
aqueous.  It  has  likewife  a  certain  degree  of 
tranfparency,  but  in  its  other  properties  there 
is  no  remarkable  difference. 

Mr.  Babington  thinks  that  the  pured  and 
mod  elegant  extract  is  not  to  be  obtained 
from  this  bark  by  either  of  the  foregoing 
precedes.  What  appears  to  him  preferable, 

is 
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is  to  diged  it  firft  in  redified  fpirit,  which  he 
confiders  as  the  mod  perfect  mendruum;  and 
after  filtering  the  tindure,  to  didil  off  the 
fpirit  in  a  balneum.  By  this  fimple  method, 
whatever  be  the  virtues  of  the  bark,  the  ex- 
trad,  he  thinks,  muff  of  neceflity  contain 
them.  For,  on  the  one  hand,  the  bark  is 
rendered  completely  inert,  and  on  the  other, 
the  fpirit  is  brought  over  without  the  flighted 
trace  of  impregnation.  Three  ounces  of  this 
fpirituous  tindure  are  obtained  from  twelve  of 
the  bark ;  and  although  it  be  exceedingly 
powerful,  both  as  to  its  bitternefs  and  adrin- 
gency,  yet  it  poflelfes  a  peculiarity  of  flavour 
to  many  by  no  means  unpleafant. 

From  the  account  here  given  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  and  chemical  properties  of  the  yellow 
Peruvian  bark,  Dr.  Relph  infers,  that  every 
impartial  reader  mud  be  convinced  that  it 
promifes  to  be  of  important  ufe  to  the  medi¬ 
cal  praditioner  ;  as  a  chemical  invedigation 
has  proved  it  to  contain  a  greater  proportion 
of  efficient  and  foluble  matter,  than  the  bed 
pale  or  even  red  bark  now  in  ufe.  Without 
pretending  to  enter  into  any  account  of  the 
the  modus  operandi  of  Peruvian  bark,  Dr. 
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Relph  contents  himfelf  with  confidering  the 
yellow  bark  as  only  poffeffmg  the  medical 
powers  of  common  bark  in  a  greater  degree. 
He  obferves  that  the  power  of  Peruvian  bark, 
by  which  it  (tops  the  recurrence  of  febrile 
paroxyfins,  firft  eftablifhed  its  importance. 
And  he  allures  us,  that  from  the  general  and 
fuccefsful  experience  which  he  has  had  with 
the  yellow  bark,  in  many  inveterate  agues* 
it  will  feldom,  if  ever,  be  found  neceifary  in 
fuch  cafes  to  employ  any  other  febrifuge. 

Although  intermittents  do  not  frequently 
originate  in  London,  yet  many  patients,  in 
every  (late  and  type  of  intermittent  fever, from 
the  labourers  employed  at  the  harvefts  in  the 
fenny  parts  of  Effex*  and  the  hop-gatherers 
in  Kent,  annually  come  into  Guy’s  Hofpital. 
And  it  has  been  found,  not  only  in  Dr. 
Relph’s  own  pra&ice,  but  in  that  likewife  of 
his  colleagues,  Dr.  Saunders  and  Dr.  Her- 
vey,  that  the  yellow  bark  has  been  invari¬ 
ably  fuccefsful  in  combating  thefe  fevers. 

Dr.  Relph  has  repeatedly  prefcribed  this 
bark  in  the  various  forms  of  powder,  decoc¬ 
tion  and  extract,  on  each  of  which  he  offers 
feme  obfervations. 
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Bark,  in  powder,  is  judly  confidered  as 
the  mod  efficacious  form  in  which  it  can  be 
adminiftered.  Half  a  dram  of  the  yellow 
bark,  given  in  this  date,  every  two  hours, 
has  manifeded,  in  general,  nearly  a  double 
proportion  of  febrifuge  power,  to  that  of  the 
common  bark,  which  required  to  be  given 
in  dofes  of  a  dram  every  two.  hours,  for  fub- 
duing  intermittents. 

The  bitternefs  of  the  yellow  bafk,  though 
exceffive,  is  not  of  the  naufeous  kind,  and 
has,  in  many  indances,  proved  more  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  weak  dyfpeptic  domachs,  than 
an  equal  quantity  of  common  bark. 

In  fome  conditions  of  the  domach,  the 
powder  of  none  of  the  fpecies  of  bark  can  be 
taken  in  1‘uch  dozes  as  many  intermittents 
require.  The  decoflion  of  yellow  bark, 
though  drongly  impregnated  with  the  fapid 
principles  of  the  drug,  has  not  been  found 
mere  difagreeable  to  the  organs  of  digedion* 
than  that  prepared  from  the  common  bark. 
Dr.  Relph  has  never  obferved  that  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  yellow  bark  was  complained  of  as  un- 
pleafant,  by  thofe  who  took  it,  even  when 
they  employed  a  quart  of  it,  between  the 
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hours  of  breakfaft  and  dinner  ;  while  his  ex¬ 
perience  enables  him  to  fay,  that  moft  inter- 
mittents  may  be  completely  cured  by  this  de- 
codlion,  and  that  it  will  be  found  an  effe&ual 
and  pleafant  iubflitute  for  the  powder.  But 
where  he  was  particularly  folicitous  to  avert 
a  fubiequent  paroxyfm,  he  has  commonly 
dire&ed  ten  grains  of  the  powder  to  be  added 
to  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  deco&ion,  and 
by  giving  this  every  two  hours,  he  has  never 
been  difappointed  in  preventing  the  return  of 
the  diforder. 

In  typhus,  and  other  continued  fevers,  the 
deco&ion  of  the  yellow  bark  has  alfo  been 
fuccefsfully  employed ;  and  to  thefe,  Dr. 
Relph  obferves,  he  may  alfo  add  acute  rheu- 
matifm.  For,  though  this  laft  difeafe  be 
manifeftly  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  yet  he 
remarks,  that  a  remiflion  of  the  fymptoms  ge- 
rally  takes  place  to  a  degree  more  or  lefs  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  courfe  of  every  diurnal  revolu¬ 
tion.  In  fuch  cafes  he  has  no  hefitation  in 
faying,  that,  notwithftanding  the  fizinefs  of 
the  blood,  and  the  continuance  of  the  in¬ 
flammatory  fymptoms,  bark  may  be  fafely 
and  efficacioufly  employed  :  And  in  fuch  cir- 
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cumftances  he  has  had  recourfe  to  the  fre¬ 
quent  and  free  exhibition  of  the  yellow  bark. 
For  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  in  rheumatifm,  Dr, 
Relph  acknowledges  himfelf  to  be  indebted 
to  Dr.  Saunders,  who  has  employed  it  with 
great  fuccefs  for  many  years  ;  and  who  fre¬ 
quently  orders  the  bark  to  be  accompanied 
with  both  general  and  topical  blood-letting. 

In  Scarlatina,  Eryfipelas,  and  all  the  com¬ 
mon  diforders,  either  acute  or  chronic,  re¬ 
quiring  Peruvian  bark,  Dr.  Relph  has  had 
much  experience  of  this  new  fpecies,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  form  of  decodion  ;  and  he  is 
fully  convinced,  that,  on  every  confideration, 
it  fhould  fuperfede  all  the  ether  kinds  of  the 
Cinchona,  now  in  ufe. 

To  Dr.  Relph’s  obfervations  are  fubjoined, 
letters  from  different  medical  practitioners, 
particularly  from  Dodors  Woodville  and 
Lind,  Melfrs.  Jones,  Gaitfkell,  James,  and 
others,  confirming  the  fuperior  efficacy  of  this 
fpecies  of  bark  ;  and  recommending  its  be¬ 
ing  adopted  in  pradice,  to  the  total  exclufion 
of  other  barks. 
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An  Effay  on  the  Rhus  Toxicodendron ,  Pubefcent 
PoifuJi  Oak  or  Sumach ,  with  Cafes  Jhewing 
its  Efficacy  in  the  Cure  of  Paralyfis , 

Difeafes  of  extreme  Debility .  By  John 
Alderfon,  M.  D.  8vo.  Hull. 

IN  the  Effay  before  us  the  author  tells  us 
that  his  only  wifh  is  to  announce  a  reme¬ 
dy  which  he  conceives  will  prove  a  benefit  to 
the  public,  by  alleviating  fome  of  the  mofl 
diftrefling  diforders  that  are  incident  to  the 
human  frame.  Without  attempting  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  modus  operandi  of  the  plant, 
which  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  prefent  effay,  he 
means  fimply  to  relate  what  has  taken  place 
under -his  own  obfervation. 

His  firft  acquaintance  with  the  article  of 
which  he  here  treats,  began,  he  informs  us, 
about  four  years  ago,  while  he  was  examin¬ 
ing  the  plants  in  the  nurfery-grounds  at 
Cottingham.  The  proprietor  then  mentioned 
to  him  many  wonderful  effe&s  of  the  poifon- 
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oak ;  that  if  touched,  by  the  fingers,  the  acri¬ 
mony  which  it  imparts,  if  not  immediately 
wafhed  off,  would  be  retained  for  a  long  time; 
that  where  the  virulence  of  the  deleterious 
particles  continues  unimpaired,  a  fwelling 
and  troublefome  itching  would  come  on,  and 
continue  for  fome  time  ;  and  that  fome  of  his 
men  had  even  fuffered  fo  much,  as  to  lofe, 
by  fphacelation,  fuch  parts  of  the  fkin,  as  the 
acrid  juice  had  touched. 

From  thefe  circumftances  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  fome  further  inquiry  into  its 
powers.  And  foon  afterwards  he  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  fome  experiments  made  in 
France,  by  Monf.  Frefnoi,  with  the  Rhus 
Radicans,  to  which  this  plant  is  nearly  allied. 
From  thefe  it  appeared  that  he  had  employed, 
with  fuccefs,  the  diftilled  water  and  extract 
of  that  plant,  in  cafes  of  paralyfis  of  the 
lower  extremities.  This  information  induced 
Dr.  Alderfon  to  hope  that  the  Sumach  might 
be  exhibited  with  equal  advantage  in  fimifar 
complaints.  And  the  trials  which  he  has 
made,  in  actual  pra&ice,  tend  to  confirm  this 
conje&ure. 
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Dr.  Alderfon  firfl  prefents  the  reader  with 
an  account  of  the  different  names  affixed  to 
this  plant,  and  the  defcriptions  given  of  it  by 
the  moft  eminent  botanical  writers.  After 
an  accurate  defcription  of  the  plant,  illuf- 
trated  by  an  elegant  engraving,  he  obferves, 
that  although  the  Rhus  Toxicodendron  be  a 
native  of  America,  it  has  been  introduced 
into  England  ever  fince  the  year  1640.  And 
what  Dr.  Alderfon  has  reprefented  in  the 
plate  here  given,  and  has  employed  in  prac¬ 
tice,  were  the  luxuriant  produce  of  young/ 
plants,  growing  in  the  flrong  moift  loam  of 
a  Yorldhire  nurfery. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  judge  of  its 
power,  as  a  medicine,  he  next  gives  a  fhort 
account  of  the  cafes  in  which  it  has  been  em¬ 
ployed.  The  firfl  cafe  here  related  is  that  of 
Mrs.  B.  the  wife  of  an  eminent  furgeon  :  Af¬ 
ter  having  been  repeatedly  fubjedled  to  dif- 
treffing  fymptoms,  from  conflipation,  in  the 
year  1789  (lie  had  two  fits,  which  Dr.  Al¬ 
der  fun  believed  were  epileptic.  In  the  month 
of  September  fhe  was  feized  with  pains  in  her 
hands  and  feet,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be 
gouty  5  and  when  thefe  went  off,  fhe  loft  en¬ 
tirely 
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tirely  the  ufe  of  the  extenfor  mufcles  of  the 
wrifts,  and  foon  after  thofe  of  the  feet,  which 
was  followed  by  the  lofs  of  the  extenfors  of 
the  fingers  and  toes.  A  tumour  now  rofe  on 
the  metacarpal  bones  of  each  hand,  which 
feemed  a  fwelling  either  of  the  periofteum  or 
bone  itfelf,  and  had  much  the  appearance  of 
a  fcrophulous  affedtion.  The  tumours,  fome- 
times,  feemed  likely  to  fuppurate  ;  but,  about 
the  end  of  the  year  1790,  they  gradually  dis¬ 
appeared.  The  hands  now  looked  livid,  and 
the  entenfor  mufcles,  upon  the  arms  and 
hands,  wafted  and  fhrivelled.  Her  feet  felt 
like  logs  of  wood,  and  the  fingers  and  toes 
were  contracted,  from  the  action  of  the  flexor 
mufcles.  She  could  not  walk  without  help, 
and  when  flie  attempted  it,  flie  always  com¬ 
plained  of  Something  drawing  her  back¬ 
ward  Si 

After  having  taken  a  variety  of  cardiac, 
volatile,  and  tonic  medicines,  without  any 
eftedt,  Dr.  Alderfon  was  confulted,  and  ad- 
vifed  her  to  take  the  toxicodendron.  Six 
grains  of  the  powder  of  the  leaves  of  that 
plant  wrere  infufed  in  eight  ounces  of  boiling 
water,  and  a  table  Spoonful  of  this  infufion 
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given  three  times  a  day.  The  whole  of  this 
was  taken  in  the  end  of  September  1791, 
without  any  fenfible  effect,  except  a  flight 
pricking  fenfation  in  the  feet  and  hands. 

About  the  beginning  of  October  fhe  be¬ 
gun  this  medicine  in  another  form  :  She  took, 
twice  a  day,  one  fourth  of  a  grain  of  the 
powdered  leaves,  made  into  a  bolus,  with 
conferv.  Aurant.  This  was  followed  by  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  pricking  fenfation  ;  and  the 
arms,  to  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  felt  as  if 
fomething  warm  were  running  down  them. 
In  a  few  days  an  irregular  fpafmodic  flutter¬ 
ing  was  felt  in  the  toes,  and  fhe  was  agree¬ 
ably  furprifed  to  find  that  fhe  could  extend 
her  fingers  and  toes  a  little.  She  was  foon 
able  to  walk  up  flairs,  without  help,  and 
found  her  hands  alfo  flronger  and  better. 
The  medicine  was  continued  for  fome  time 
longer,  gradually  increafing  the  dofe  to  four 
grains  thrice  a  day.  It  feemed  to  aft  as  a 
gentle  aperient ;  and  frequently,  when  large 
dofes  were  taken,  it  occafioned  a  flight  ver¬ 
tigo,  with  a  pain  acrofs  the  forehead,  and  a 
naufea  for  about  half  an  hour  after  taking  it. 

In 
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In  July  1793,  by  which  time  (he  had  left 
off  the  medicine  for  twelve  months,  (he  had 
entirely  recovered  the  ufe  of  her  hands,  and 
was  able  to  walk  a  mile  or  two  very  well. 

Befides  this,  three  other  caffs  are  related 
by  Dr.  Alderfon,  two  of  them  obftinate  in- 
fiances  of  paralyfis,  in  which  various  reme¬ 
dies  had  before  been  tried,  without  effe£t.  In 
both,  the  ufe  of  the  toxicodendron  was  at¬ 
tended  with  evident  benefit.  The  lafl  caff 
was  a  recent  inftance  of  the  diffaff :  And  as 
here  its  effects  were  more  remarkable,  and 
the  fuccefs  more  complete,  than  in  any  other, 
we  (hall  preffnt  our  readers  with  a  fhort  ac¬ 
count  of  it. 

A  (hip-carpenter,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year 
•  of  his  age,  of  a  ftrong  athletic  make,  and 
full  habit  of  body,  was  admitted  into  the 
Hull  Infirmary,  on  Wednefday  the  1 3th  of 
November  1793,  for  a  paralytic  affedtion, 
which  had  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his 
right  fide. 

His  recollection  was  fo  impaired,  that  he 
could  not  himfelf  give  any  account  of  the 
attack.  But  his  wife  informed  Dr.  Alderfon, 
that,  for  a  week  before  he  loft  the  ufe  of  his 
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limbs,  he  had,  at  times,  complained  of  a 
dull  pain  in  his  head,  and  numbnefs  in  his 
right  hand  and  foot ;  that,  by  the  advice  of 
fome  old  women,  he  had  been  bled  on  the 
Monday,  and  that  upon  going  out  of  doors, 
foon  afterwards,  he  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
hemiplegia  \  in  this  Hate  he  was  admitted 
into  the  Infirmary  on  the  fecond  day  after. 

A  vomit  was  given  him  on  his  admiflion, 
which  was  followed,  the  next  day,  by  a 
warm  purgative.  Volatile  ftimulant  medi¬ 
cines  were  next  employed  for  the  courfe  of 
the  firft  week.  But,  as  Dr.  Alderfon  found 
he  was  not  likely  to  gain  any  ground  from 
the  ufual  plan ;  and  as  he  was  defirous  of 
trying  the  power  of  the  toxicodendron  in  a 
recent  cafe,  he  ordered  for  this  patient,  half  a 

'  t  « 

grain  of  the  powdered  leaves  of  the  plant, 
in  pills,  three  times  a  day.  On  the  fecond 
day  after  the  exhibition  of  this  medicine,  he 
felt  a  fudden  convulfive  twitching,  or  invo¬ 
luntary  motion,  in  certain  mufcles  of  the  af¬ 
fected  fide.  From  that  moment  he  found  he 
had  the  fame  motion  at  will.  Every  fucceed- 
ing  day  he  felt  fome  mufcle  or  other  convul- 
fively  moved.  And  it  was  always  remarked 
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by  the  other  patients,  in  the  fame  ward,  that 
he  afterwards  poffeffed  the  power  of  volun¬ 
tarily  employing  thefe  mufcles,  which  had 
been  once  convulfively  affedted,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  toxicodendron. 

Thus  encouraged  in  the  life  of  the  medi¬ 
cine,  he  regularly  purfued  it,  and  gradually 
increafed  the  dofe  to  one  grain  every  four 
hours,  taking  care  always  to  add  to  the  dofe, 
till  he  found  fome  convulfive  adtion  was  pro¬ 
duced. 

In  the  courfe  of  three  weeks,  during  which 
time  every  injured  mufcie  had  felt  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  this  powerful  drug,  he  regained 
the  free  and  perfect  motion  of  his  legs  and 
arms ;  and  he  recovered  the  full  enjoyment 
of  his  mental  faculties. 

In  the  cafe  here  related,  there  does  not 
remain  any  room  for  doubt,  that  very  re¬ 
markable  benefit  was  derived  from  the  toxi¬ 
codendron.  And,  although  we  do  not  know 
that  equal  confirmation  of  its  efficacy  has 
been  afforded,  in  the  experience  of  other 
practitioners ;  yet,  from  the  inftances  here 
related,  we  have  reafon  to  hope,  that  the 
toxicodendron  may  prove  a  remedy  of  very 

C  4  great 
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great  utility  in  the  treatment  of  paraiyfis. 
And,  it  this  ihall  be  iound  to  be  the  cafe, 
there  is  good  ground  tor  believing,  that  it 
may,  with  advantage,  be  extended  to  fome 

other  affections* 
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An  WJhmml  Account  of  the  Climates  and 
Difeafes  of  the  United  States  of  America? 
and  of  the  Remedies  and  Methods  of  Treat* 
merits  which  home  been  found  mqft  iijcful  and 
efficacious?  particularly  m  ibofe  Difeafes  which 
depend  upon  Climate  and  Situation.  Collected 
principally  from  perfomd  obfercoation?  and 
the  commmkatlem  of  Phyficmm  of  talents 
'Cmd  experience?  refidmg  in  the  federal  States* 
By  William  Carrie,  Eelhzv  of  the  College 
f  Phyfi-cmm  -tf  Philadelphia*  Sw9  PMa* 
delpM-su 


^^Lthotsh  tMs  work  be  principally  into- 
'  reffing  to  American  pratiltioiiers*  it 


contains  a  aamber  of  fa&s,  from  which  prac¬ 
titioners  of  every  country  may  derive  muck 
important  Information*  Our  limits  do  not 


permit  ns  to  follow  Dtc  Currie  regularly 
tlircmgk  all  Me  details  9  we  -  Ihall*  however. 


«sffer  a  few  remarks*  which  may  not  only 
prove  nfeful  to  our  readers,  but  alfo  ex¬ 
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cite  a  defire  for  the  perufal  of  the  original 
work. 

In  his  account  of  the  difeafes  which  occur 
in  the  feveral  States  of  New  England,  he 
mentions,  that  the  Ricketts,  which,  about 
thirty-five  or  forty  years  ago,  had  been  pretty 
common,  has  now  become  fo  rare,  that  he 
has  not  feen  the  difeafe  more  than  three  or 
four  times  thefe  eight  or  ten  years.  The 
Colica  Pi&onum  too,  alfo  formerly  pretty 
frequent,  occurs  now  only  among  thofe  who 
deal  in  lead,  fuch  as  painters,  &c.  Dr.  Cur¬ 
rie  offers  an  opinion,  that  this  proceeds  from 
the  fubflitution  of  flone  ware,  inftead  of  pew¬ 
ter,  as  the  materials  of  table  furniture.  A- 
cute  difeafes,  he  further  remarks,  are  much 
lefs  frequent,  as  well  as  much  lefs  fatal,  than 
formerly :  And  chronic  difeafes,  particularly 
Phthifis  Pulmonalis,'  have  taken  their  place. 
In  fpeaking  of  the  fmall-pox,  he  mentions 
the  following  fads  ;  In  the  year  1 752,  there 
was  an  exad  account  taken,  by  order  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  rendered 
upon  oath,  in  order  to  remove  the  prejudices 
and  objections  made  againfl  innoculation,  of 
all  who  had  the  fmall-pox,  either  in  the  na¬ 
tural 
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tural  way,  or  by  innoculation,  and  of  the 
precife  number  of  thofe  who  died  of  it  in 
either  way.  By  this  account,  it  appears,  that 
the  number  of  thofe  who  had  the  difeafe  in 
the  natural  way,  including  blacks,  amounted 
to  5544J  of  which  number  there  died,  in¬ 
cluding  blacks,  574.  The  whole  number 
innoculated,  including  blacks,  2  1 1 3  ;  of  which 
30  died.  At  this  time  all  prefent  had  the 
fmall  pox,  except  1 74  ;  the  total  refidenters, 
at  that  time,  including  1544  negroes,  was 
9710.  The  number  of  thofe  who  fled,  to 
efcape  the  lmall-pox,  was  eftimated'at  1800. 
In  1764,  of  3000  innoculated  patients,  only 
5  died,  and  thefe  were  children  under  five 
years  of  age.  Three  Hofpitals  were  after¬ 
wards  ere&ed,  in  different  parts  of  Maffa- 
chufets,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  patients, 
defirous  of  being  innoculated,  and  regulated 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prevent  the  infec¬ 
tion  from  fpreading,  or  being  communicated 
to  any  of  the  refi  of  the  inhabitants,  as  was 
expected ;  but,  through  fome  trefpafs  of  the 
rules,  and  the  refractory  difpofition  of  fome 
of  the  patients,  the  whole  utility  of  the  infti- 
fcution  was  fruflrated  j  whereupon  the  law, 
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permitting  innoculation,  was  repealed,  and 
another  palled,  prohibiting  it,  under  fevere 
penalties.  Since  that  time,  any  perfon  who 
has  the  misfortune  to  enter  that  flate,  with  the 
difeafe,  or  with  any  of  the  infe&ion  adhering 
to  his  apparel  or  goods  ;  and  if  any  one  be 
thereby  infected  with  the  difeafe,  he  is  liable  to 
pay  to  the  party,  fo  infe&ed,  treble  damages, 
and  cofts  of  fuit.  Thus,  Dr.  Currie  adds, 
the  practice  of  innoculation,  for  the  fmall- 
pox,  hands  wholly  interdicted,  within  the 
New  England  States,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
deprived,  through  a  mihaken  policy,  of  ren¬ 
dering  one  of  the  mod  formidable  and  loath- 

fome  difeafes  mild  and  harmlefs. 

» 

Dr.  P.  Mufheau,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Currie, 
makes  the  following  obfervations  on  the  fox¬ 
glove.  I  have  never  feen  any  harm  done  by 
the  Digitalis  Purpurea  in  any  fpecies  of  dropfy : 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  exhibited  it  lately, 
in  form  of  extract,  with  very  great  fuccefs.  I 
tried  its  virtues  on  a  patient,  in  a  very  debi¬ 
litated  condition,  after  the  operation  of  the 
Paracentefis.  The  Peruvian  bark  was  given 
along  with  it,  which,  together  with  the  ex- 
ercife  of  riding  on  horfeback,  prevented  any 

further 


1 795* 


COMMENTARIES. 


45 


further  accumulation  of  water,  and  effe&ed 
a  cure.  But,  unlefs  the  digitalis  be  affifted 
by  exercife  and  tonics,  it  is  feldom  of  much 
avail.  Some  further  remarks,  on  the  ufe 
of  this  medicine,  are  given,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Currie,  by  a  phyfician  at  Dorchefter,  whole 
name  he  was  not  permitted  to  mention.  That 
gentleman  has  reaped  much  fuccefs  from  the 
employment  of  digitalis,  in  deco&ion,  which 
he  prefers  to  the  powder.  The  following  is  his 
formula  :  Boil  of  the  frefli  green  leaves  of  the 
fox-glove,  four  ounces, in  common  water, from 
two  pints  to  one,  and  add  to  the  flrained  li¬ 
quid,  of  vinous  fpirit,  two  ounces.  Of  this 
deco&ion,  one  large  table  fpoonful  is  to  be 
given  early  in  the  morning,  in  every  variety 
of  Idiopathic  dropfy,  whether  in  the  form  of 
Hydrocephalus,  Hydrothorax,  Afcites,  or  A- 
nafarca,  and  fhould  be  repeated  every  hour, 
till  the  patient  has  taken  from  three  to  eight 
or  nine  fpoonful,  or  till  ficknefs,  or  fome 
other  difagreeable  fenfation,  be  induced.  The 
hydropic  fluid  generally  difappears  on  the 
next  day,  or  on  the  third  day,  without  any 
•repetition  of  the  medicine,  and  frequently 
without  any  apparently  increafed  evacuation; 
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at  other  times  with  vomiting,  and  a  large 
flow  of  urine,  and  fometimes  with  purging 
flools.  To  fome,  whofe  conftitutions  appeared 
more  robufl,  the  dofe  was  increafed  to  a  half 
or  a  whole  fpoonful  more,  if  the  firft  two  or 
three  fpoonfuls  occafioned  no  naufea.  But, 
as  fome  of  thefe  patients  complained  of  very 
great  debility  during  its  operation,  it  was 
judged  more  prudent  to  ufe  rather  an  under, 
than  an  exceflive  dofe.  In  fome,  who  had 
been  two  or  three  times  relieved,  bv  the  fame 
method,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  or  ten  months, 
a  lefs  quantity  was  found  to  fucceed ;  to  thefe 

half  an  ounce  of  the  deco&ion,  mixed  with 

* 

an  ounce  of  Ample  peppermint  water,  or  with 
a  deco&ion  of  bark  or  fnake-root,  was  given 
twice  or  thrice  a  day,  for  two  or  three  fuc- 
ceflive  days.  On  the  day  after  the  exhibition 
of  the  digitalis,  or  on  the  third  day,  or  as. 
foon  as  the  ficknefs,  occafioned  by  it,  ceafed, 
an  infufion  of  the  item  leaves  of  artichoke,  or 
a  ftrong  deco&ion  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  with 
a  fmall  quantity  of  fome  chalybeate  medicine, 
fuch  as  the  flores  martiales,  from  two  to  fix 
grains,  or  in  lieu  of  this,  the  vitriolum  mar- 
tis,  or  common  copperas,  as  it  is  improperly 

called,- 
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called,  from  one  quarter  of  a  grain  to  two 
grains,  dilfolved  in  fome  aromatic  water,  or 
mixed  with  fyrup  of  ginger,  was  generally 
given  twice  a  day,  and  one  grain  of  opium, 
every  night,  with  as  much  rhubarb  or  aloes 
as  occafioned  a  ftool  next  day.  This  quan¬ 
tity  of  opium  was  perfifted  in  for  fome  weeks, 
without  increafe  or  diminution,  as  it  feemed 
to  be  particularly  ferviceable. 

In  treating  of  the  difeafes  of  Pennfylvania, 
Dr.  Currie  obferves,  that  the  difeafes,  to  which 
women  of  falhion  are  moil  fubjeft,  proceed, 
from  too  great  abftemioufnefs  from  meats  of 
a  nutritive  quality,  and  from  wine,  but  efpe- 
cially  from  the  want  of  exercife  ;  while  they 
indulge  too  much  in  regaling  themfelves 
with  ftrong  infufions  of  palatable,  but  noxi¬ 
ous  tea.  A  confiderable  number  of  their 
complaints  alfo  proceed  from  the  frequent 
changes  of  drefs,  and  the  alternate  viciflitudes 
from  heat  to  cold,  to  which  fafhion,  and  the 
love  of  pleafure,  expofe  them.  There  are  in- 
ftances  of  young  ladies,  in  Philadelphia,  who, 
for  the  fake  of  an  elegant  and  admired  fhape, 
apply  a  leather  bandage,  dipped  in  water, 
round  their  waifts,  every  night  on  going  to 
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bed,  which  contra&s  as  it  becomes  dry.  The 
pernicious  effe&s  of  this  experiment  muft, 
Dr.  Currie  obferves,  be  obvious  to  every  one 
of  common  fenfe. 

In  his  remarks  on  Pulmonary  Confump- 
tion,  Dr.  Currie  adopts  a  very  oppofite  opi* 
nion  from  that  communicated  to  him  in  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Ifaac  Senter,  noticed  by  us  in 
our  account  of  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  College 
of  Phyficians  of  Philadelphia.  The  pulmo¬ 
nary  confumption,  he  tells  us,  appears  to  be 
the  moft  frequent,  as  well  as  the  mod  fatal 
of  the  chronic  difeafes  which  occur  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  greateft  proportion  of  thofe 
who  die  of  this  malady,  from  the  moft  ac¬ 
curate  obfervations  which  he  has  been  able  to 
make,  belong  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends; 
and  of  thefe  the  number  is  nearly  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  three  females  to  one  male.  Per¬ 
haps  the  want  of  vivacity  in  the  people  of 
this  fociety,  and  the  fedentary  lives  of  their 
females,  are  the  principal  caufes  of  this  dif¬ 
ference  ;  thefe  certainly,  in  fome  meafure, 
counterbalance  the  advantages  which  they 
enjoy  from  their  fuperior  cleanlinefs,  neat- 
nefs,  and  fobriety. 
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The  method  of  treating  this  complaint,  by 
the  daily  exhibition  of  emetics,  as  recom¬ 
mended  by  Dr.  Reid,  is,  in  general,  he 
thinks,  a  very  injudicious  and  pernicious  one. 

The  improvements  propofed  by  Dr.  Rufh, 
Dr.  Currie  has  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  put  in  practice,  but  he  has  had  confi- 
derable  experience  of  the  good  eifeCls  pro¬ 
duced,  by  observing  the  method  recommend¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Fothergill,  particularly  in  the  in¬ 
cipient  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  When  the  dif- 
eafe  is  contracted  in  a  northern  climate,  the 
patient  fhould  always  pafs  his  winters,  if  pof- 
fible,  in  a  climate  within  the  tropics. 

We  fhall  finifh  our  account  of  this  publica¬ 
tion,  by  quoting  a  part  of  the  ingenious  au¬ 
thor’s  conclufion  :  We  learn,  fays  he,  from 
the  account  of  the  difeafes  contained  in  the 
preceding  pages,  that  the  cold  of  the  Northern 
States,  properly  guarded  again!!,  produces 
but  few  difeafes  of  a  dangerous  nature  ;  and 
that  intermitting,  remitting,  or  bilious  fevers 
and  fluxes,  are  fcarcely  known  there  ;  but  in 
proceeding  to  the  Southward,  in  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  where  the  heat  is  more  intenfe, 
and  of  longer  continuance,  and  the  foil  more 
Vol.X.  Dec.  II.  D  moifl, 
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moiit,  efpecially  upon  lands  in  an  imperfeft 
ftate  of  cultivation,  the  difeafes  laft  men¬ 
tioned  are  very  prevalent, efpecially  to  foreign¬ 
ers,  though  the  natives,  who  fix  their  habi¬ 
tations  in  dry  and  elevated  fituations,  and  ob- 
ferve  a  medium  between  excefs  and  abfti- 
nence,  enjoy  a  tolerable  fhare  of  health.  In 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  fevers  and 
fluxes  are  hill  more  epidemic,  violent  and 
obftinate,  efpecially  after  the  rice-harveft  in 
Augufl  and  September,  when  the  waters  are 
diminilhed,  and  permitted  to  ftagnate  and 
corrupt.  The  fevers,  which  occur  at  this 
feafon,  are  very  anomalous,  neither  inter¬ 
mitting  nor  remitting  perfe&ly,  but  partici¬ 
pating  much  of  that  commonly  called  the 
yellow  fever,  which  is  often  fo  fatal  within 
the  tropics. 

Although  the  United  States  of  America 
cannot  boaft  of  the  fuperiority  of  their  cli¬ 
mates,  over  other  countries,  in  parallel  lati¬ 
tudes,  they  are  exceeded,  he  thinks,  by  few 
in  fertility  of  foil,  and  equalled  by  none  in 
political  advantages. 

And,  from  whatever  caufes  it  may  pro¬ 
ceed,  the  inhabitants  in  the  middle,  and  par¬ 
ticularly 
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ticularly  in  the  Northern  States,  enjoy  a 
greater  proportion  of  health,  and  live  to  a 
greater  age,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Europe. 
The  difeafes  which  do  occur  are  more  fimple 
and  uniform ;  and  this  country  is  intirely 
exempt  from  fome  of  the  mod;  formidable 
and  aeftru&ive,  which  infeft  the  other  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  globe* 

The  Spotted  Peftilence,  he  obferves,  the 
fatal  offspring  of  famine,  uncleaniinefs,  and 
vitiated  air,  has  never  yet  reached  our  fa¬ 
voured  fhores. 

The  Small  Pox,  the  Meades,  the  Malig- 
nantQuinfey,  the  Influenza,  and  almofl:  every 
other  contagious  difeafe,  were  foreigners  to 
this  continent,  till  they  were  introduced, 
through  the  medium  of  commerce,  from  Eu¬ 
rope,  into  which  they  were  firft  conveyed 
from  Afia,  or  the  dominions  of  the  defpotic 
Turk,  bordering  on  that  immenfe  continent. 

The  Leprofy,  the  Yaws,  the  Eliphantiafis, 
and  other  loathfome  diforders,  are  endemic 
to  Africa. 

Whether  Africa  or  South  America  gave 
origin  to  the  Syphilis,  remains  uncertain, 
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though  that  difhonour  is  generally  afcribed 

to  the  latter. 

Nor  is  North  America,  like  many  other 
countries,  fubjeft  to  earthquakes,  to  the 
eruption  of  volcanos,  hurricanes,  periodical 
deluges,  impetuous  whirlwinds,  noxious  and 
confuming  blafts  of  wind,  or  withering  and 
protra&ed  drought. 

That  America  polfeffes  many  advantages, 
we  are  very  far  from  denying.  But  it  can 
hardly,  with  reafon,  boaft  any  remarkable 
exemption  from  fatal  difeafes.  Dr.  Gurrie 
would  not  probably  have  confidered  thefe 
fhores,  as  in  this  refpedt,  particularly  fa¬ 
voured,  had  the  prefent  treatife  been  pub- 
lifhed  pofterior  to  his  account  of  the  Synochus 
Icteroides,  in  which  he  defcribes  one  of  the 
moll  fatal  contagious  that  ever  depopulated 
any  country.  That  work  affords  a  melan¬ 
choly  proof,  how  foon  we  may  be  convidled 
of  error,  when  we  boafl  of  fuperior  advan¬ 
tages,  either  natural  or  political. 
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IV. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  and  Cure  of  Sore 
Legs .  Vide  Medical  Enquiries  and  Obfer- 
vations ,  By  Benjamin  Rufli,  M.  D.  Vol. 
II.  8vo,  Philadelphia. 

* 

T"\R.  Rush  afcribes  the  bad  fuccefs,  gene- 
rally  experienced  in  the  treatment  of  fore 
legs,  to  the  want  of  a  theory  which  fhall  explain 
their  proximate  caufe.  In  attempting  to  efta- 
blifh  a  theory,  which  (hall  lay  the  foundation 
for  more  fuccefsful  inquiries,  upon  this  fubjedfc 
hereafter,  he  begins  with  the  following  propo¬ 
rtions  :  17?,  That  fore  legs  are  a  difeafe  of  ge¬ 
neral  debility:  and  2^/7, That  they  are  a  difeafe 
of  the  whole  fyftem.  In  fupport  of  the  firft 
propofition,  he  urges,  the  occupations  and 
habits  of  thofe  who  are  fubjeft  to  the  difeafe  : 
Such  perfons  are,  day-labourers,  failors  in 
the  habit  of  lifting  great  weights,  wafher- 
women,  and  all  others,  who  pafs  the  greater 
part  of  their  time  upon  their  feet,  and  hard 
drinkers  of  every  rank  and  defcription.  When 
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ftrong  drink,  labour,  and  (landing  long  on 
the  feet,  are  united,  they  more  certainly,  he 
fays,  difpofe  to  fore  legs,  than  when  they  ad 
feparately.  That  fore  legs  are  a  difeafe  of 
the-  whole  fyflem,  he  infers,  ijl9  From  the 
caufes  which  induce  them,  which  ad,  more 
or  lefs,  upon  every  part  of  the  body.  2dly, 
From  their  following  or  preceding  difeafes, 
which  obvioufly  belong  to  the  whole  fyflem, 
fuch  as  fevers  and  dyfenteries,  pulmonary 
confumption,  and  apoplexy.  3 dly.  From  their 
appearing  almofl  univerfally  in  one  difeafe, 
which  is  evidently  a  difeafe  of  the  whole  fyf- 
tem,  namely,  fcurvy.  4 thly,  From  their  be* 
coming,  in  fome  cafes,  the  outlets  of  men- 
flrual  blood,  which  is  dilcharged  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  plethora,  which  affeds,  more  or 
lefs,  every  part  of  the  female  fyflem.  5/^/y, 
From  the  fymptoms  of  fore  legs,  which  are, 
in  fome  cafes,  febrile,  and  affed  the  pulfe, 
in  every  part  of  the  body,  with  preternatural 
frequency  and  force.  Laftly ,  From  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  are,  fometimes,  cured,  by 
nature  and  art,  as  they  often  prove  the  out¬ 
lets  of  many  general  difeafes,  and  all  the  re¬ 
medies  which  cure  them,  ad,  more  or  lefs, 
upon  the  whole  fyflem. 
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How  far  our  readers  will  be  convinced,  by 
this  reafoning,  muff  be  left  to  their  own 
determination.  It  muft,  however,  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  every  circumftance,  here  men¬ 
tioned,  affords  an  equally  ftrong  argument 
againft  his  theory.  Thus,  if  it  be  contended 
that  fore  legs  are  a  difeafe  of  general  debi¬ 
lity,  becaufe  they  are  fometimes  induced  by 
caufes,  adling  on  every  part  of  the  body,  it 
may,  with  Hill  greater  juftice,  be  argued,  that 
they  are  not  a  difeafe  of  general  debility,  be¬ 
caufe  much  more  frequently  the  caufes  indu¬ 
cing  them  adl  on  the  legs  alone.  If  it  be  main¬ 
tained  that  they  are  a  difeafe  of  general  de¬ 
bility,  becaufe  they  fometimes  follow  fever, 
dyfenterv,  or  phthifis  pulmonalis,  it  may  be 
concluded,  that  they  are  not  a  difeafe  of  de¬ 
bility,  becaufe  in  ninety-nine  of  a  hundred 
inftances  of  thefe  difeafes,  no  fore  legs  take 
place,  though,  from  each  of  thefe  difeafes, 
the  greateft  poffible  degrees  of  debility  arife. 

But,  though  Dr.  Rudds  theoretical  opinion, 
refpedting  this  difeafe,  be  fingular,  and,  in 
many  refpe&s,  exceptionable,  yet,  the  mode 
of  cure  he  recommends,  and  which  he  has 
defcribed  with  great  accuracy,  is  nearly  the 
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fame  with  that  of  other  practitioners;  For,  in. 
fuch  afleCtions,  every  practitioner  has  recom¬ 
mended  attention  to  the  ffate  of  the  fyffem, 
in  general,  as  well  as  of  the  local  difeafe. 

In  all  cafes  of  fore  legs,  there  is.  Dr.  Rufh 
remarks,  .a  tonic  or  an  atonic  ffate  of  the 
whole  fyffem  ;  and  the  fame  ffate  of  exceflive, 
or  deficient  aCtion,  takes  place  in  the  parts 
which  are  afteCted  by  the  fores.  The  reme¬ 
dies,  to  cure  them,  therefore,  fhould  be 
general  and  local.  In  cafes  where  the  arterial 
fyffem  is  affcCted,  by  too  much  tone,  the 
general  remedies  fhould  be,  ijl.  Blood-letting. 
i d/y,  Gentle  purges.  $dly7  Nitre.  4 thly,  A 
temperate  diet,  and  a  total  abftinence  from 

fermented  and  diffilled  liquors.  And,  lafily , 

... 

Cool  and  pure  air.  The  local  remedies,  In 
this  ffate  of  the  fyffem,  fhould  be,  17?,  Cold 
water.  2dly ,  Soft  poultices  of  bread  and  milk, 
or  of  bread  moiffened  with  lead  water.  3 dly9 
When  the  inflammation  fubfides,  dry  lint, 
confined  by  means  of  a  loft  plaifter  of  wax 
and  fweet  oil.  Lqftly ,  Above  ail,  reft  and  ail 
horizontal  pofture  of  the  leg.  In  fore  legs, 
attended  by  too  little  general  and  local  ac¬ 
tion,  the  following  remedies  are  proper: 
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i \Jl,  Bark,  zd.  Mercury.  3 Mineral  tonics. 
4 th.  Gentle  exercife.  5/^,  A  nutritious  and 
moderately  flimulating  diet.  And,  6thly,  O- 
pium.  The  local  applications  fhould  confift 
of  fuch  fubflances  as  are  gently  efcharotic, 
and  which  excite  an  adion  in  the  torpid  vef- 
fels  of  the  affeded  part.  They  fhould  all  be 
ufed,  if  neceffary,  in  fucceffion  to  each  other; 
for  there  is  often  the  fame  idiofyncrafy  in  a 
fore  leg,  to  certain  topical  applications,  that 

there  is  in  the  ftomach,  to  certain  aliments. 

-  *■*  ' 

After  the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies,  aflr ingents 
and  tonics  fhould  be  applied,  fuch  as  an  in- 
fufion  of  Peruvian  or  white  oak  bark,  the 
water  in  which  the  fmiths  extinguifli  their 
irons,  lime  water,  bread  dipped  in  a  weak 
folution  of  green  vitriol,  fo  much  commended 
by  Dr.  Underwood,  and  compreffes  wetted 
with  brandy,  or  ardent  fpirits  of  any  kind. 
Tight  bandages  are  likewife  highly  proper, 
in  fcorbutic  fores,  on  the  legs,  navy  furgeons 
have  fpoken  in  high  terms  of  an  application 
of  a  mixture  of  lime  juice  and  molaffes.  It 
is  of  the  utinofl  confequence,  in  the  treatment 
of  fore  legs,  to  keep  them  clean,  by  frequent 
dreffings  and  wafhings.  The  fuccefs  of  old 
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women,  is  oftener  derived  from  their  great 
attention  to  cleanlinefs,  in  the  management 
of  fore  legs,  than  to  any  fpecifics  they 
polfefs,  which  are  unknown  to  phyficians. 
Dr.  Rufh  concludes  this  inquiry  by  four 
obfervations,  which  are  naturally  fuggefted 
by  what  has  been  delivered  upon  this  dif- 
order. 

] ijl.  If  it  has  been  proved,  fays  he,  that 
fore  legs  are,  in  mod  cafes,  difeafes  of  the 
whole  fyftem,  is  it  not  proper  to  inquire, 
whether  many  other  difeafes,  fuppofed  to  be 
local,  are  not,  in  like  manner,  difeafes  of 
the  whole  fyftem  ?  And,  if  fore  legs  have 
been  cured  by  general  remedies,  is  it  not 
proper  to  ufe  them,  more  frequently,  in  other 
local  difeafes  ?  I  am  led  to  make  this  remark, 
by  having  feen  two  inftances  of  tumours,  the 
one  on  the  bread,  and  the  other  in  the  pro- 
ftate  gland,  nearly  cured  by  long  journies. 

2 d,  If  there  be  two  ftates  of  a&ion  in  the 
arteries,  in  fore  legs,  it  becomes  us  to  in¬ 
quire,  whether  the  fame  oppofite  ftates  of 
action  do  not  take  place  in  many  difeafes  in 
which  they  are  not  fufpecled :  I  have  before 
obferved  that  they  occur  in  the  fcrophula.  It 
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would  be  eafy  to  prove  that  they  exift  in  fe- 
veral  other  local  difeafes, 

3 d.  If  the  efficacy  of  the  remedies  for 
fore  legs,  which  have  been  mentioned,  de¬ 
pends  upon  their  being  accommodated  ex¬ 
actly  to  the  ftate  of  the  arterial  fyftem,  and 
if  this  fyftem  be  liable  to  frequent  changes, 
does  it  not  become  us  to  be  more  attentive 
to  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe,  in  this  diforder, 
than  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  neceflary  by 
phyftcians  ?  Indeed,  if  one  of  the  principles 
I  have  aimed  to  eftabliffi  in  this,  and  feveral 
of  the  foregoing  eflays,  be  juft,  that  is,  That 
all  prefcriptions  ftiould  be  fuited  to  the  ftate, 
and  not  to  the  name  of  a  difeafe,  it  follows, 
that  fuccefs  in  the  practice  of  phyfic,  will  de¬ 
pend  chiefly  upon  the  occafional  change  of 
the  dofe,  or  quality  of  a  medicine,  with  the 
changing  ftate  of  the  whole  fyftem. 

4 th.  It  has  been  a  misfortune  in  medicine, 
as  well  as  in  other  fciences,  for  men  to  afcribe 
effedls  to  one  caufe,  which  ftiould  be  afcribed 
to  many.  Hence  difeafes  have  been  attri- 
buted,  exclufively,  to  morbid  affections  of 
the  fluids  by  fome,  of  the  mufcles  and  nerves, 
by  others.  Unfortunately  the  morbid  ftates 
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of  the  arterial  fyflem,  and  the  influence  of 
thofe  dates  upon  the  brain,  the  nerves,  the 
mufcles,  the  lymphatics,  the  glands,  the  vif- 
cera,  the  alimentary  canal  and  the  fkin,  as  well 

as  the  reciprocal  influence  of  the  morbid 

. 

Hates  of  each  of  thofe  parts  of  the  body  upon 
the  arteries,  and  upon  each  other,  have  been 
too  much  negle&ed,  in  mod  of  our  fydems 
of  phyfic.  I  confider,  fays  he,  the  pathology  ' 
of  the  arterial  fydem  as  a  mine.  It  was  firfl 
difcovered  by  Dr.  Cullen.  The  man  who  at¬ 
tempts  to  explore  it,  will  probably  impoverifh 
himfelf  by  his  refearches.  But  the  man  who 
comes  after  him,  will  certainly  obtain  from 
it  a  treafure,  which  cannot  fail  of  adding 
greatly  to  the  riches  of  medicine. 
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An  Account  of  the  State  of  the  Body  and  Mind 
in  Old  Age ,  with  Obfervations  on  its  Difeafes , 
and  their  Remedies .  Vide  Medical  Qbf cr¬ 
eations  and  Enquiries ,  By  B.  Rufh,  M.  B. 
Vol.  II.  8vo,  Philadelphia. 


The  circumftances  which  favour  the 
attainment  of  longevity,  ‘idly.  The  pheno- 
mena  of  body  and  mind  which  attend  it. 
And,  ^dly,  Its  peculiar  difeafes,  and  the  re¬ 
medies  which  are  mod  proper  to  remove  or 
moderate  them. 

The  circumftances  which  favour  longevity, 
are,  i ft,  Defcent  from  long-lived  anceftors, 
idly ,  Temperance  in  eating  and  drinking. 
3 dly.  The  moderate  exercife  of  the  under- 
Handing.  4 thly.  Equanimity  of  temper.  And, 
$thly,  Matrimony. 

Pie  has  never  met,  he  tells  us,  with  a 
fingle  inftance  of  a  perfon  having  lived  to  be 
eighty  years  old,  who  was  not  defccnded 
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from  long-lived  anceftors.  In  fome  inftances 
the  defcent  was  only  from  one,  but,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  it  was  from  both  parents.  He  found, 
however,  feveral  exceptions,  to  temperance 
in  eating  and  drinking  ;  but  he  did  not  meet 
with  a  fmgle  perfon,  who  had  hot,  for  the 
laft  forty  or  fifty  years  of  his  life,  ufed,  as 
part  of  his  diet,  tea  or  coffee,  and  bread  and 
butter  twice  a-day.  The  duration  of  life,  he 
remarks,  does  not  appear  to  depend  fo  much 
on  the  ftrength  of  the  body,  as  upon  an  ex¬ 
act  accommodation  of  ftimuli  to  that  ftrength. 
A  watch-fpring  will  laft  as  long  as  an  anchor, 
provided  the  forces,  which  are  capable  of  de- 
ftroying  both,  are  always  in  an  exa<ft  ratio 
to  this  ftrength.  It  has  long  been  an  efta- 
blifhed  truth,  that  literary  men,  other  cir- 
cumftances  being  equal,  are  longer  lived 
than  other  people.  As  a  proof  that  equani¬ 
mity  of  temper  is  conducive  to  old  age,  per- 
fons  who  live  upon  annuities,  or  enjoy  life 
rents,  generally  live  longer  than  others.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  inquiries,  he  met  with  only 
one  perfon,  beyond  eighty  years  of  age,  who 
had  never  been  married  ;  while,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  faw  feveral  old  women,  who  had 
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borne  from  ten  to  twenty  children,  and  fuclded 
them  all.  The  reader  will  perhaps  hardly  re¬ 
frain  from  fmiling,  when  he  is  informed  that 
the  Do&or  met  with  one  woman,  a  native  of 
Herefordlhire  in  England,  who  is  now  in  the 
hundredth  year  of  her  age,  who  bore  a  child 
at  fixty,  menftruated  till  eighty,  and  fre¬ 
quently  fuckled,  at  the  fame  time,  two  of 
her  children,  though  born  in  fucceflion  to 
each  other.  She  had  pad  the  greatefl  part 
of  her  time  over  a  walhing  tub.  Dr.Rufh 
has  not  found  that  fedentary  employments 
prevent  long  life,  where  they  are  not  accom¬ 
panied  with  intemperance  in  eating  or  drink¬ 
ing.  He  obferves,  that  although  there  ap¬ 
pears,  in  the  human  body,  a  certain  capacity 
of  long  life,  which  feems  to  difpofe  it  to 
preferve  its  exiftence,  in  every  fituation ;  yet 
this  capacity  does  not  always  protect  it  from 
premature  deftru&ion.  For,  among  the  old 
people,  whom  he  examined,  he  fcarcely  met 
with  one  who  had  not  loll  brothers  or  filters, 
in  early  and  middle  life,  who  were  born  un¬ 
der  circumftances,  equally  favourable  to  lon¬ 
gevity  with  themfelves. 
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The  phenomena  of  the  body  and  mind,  in 
old  age,  which  he  mentions,  are,  iji ,  There 
is  a  great  fenfibility  to  cold.  idlyy  Impref- 
fions  upon  their  ears,  excite  fenfation  and  re¬ 
flexion  much  quicker  than  thofe  made  upon 
their  eyes.  3 dly ,  The  appetite  for  food  is 
generally  increafed.  Ayhly^  The  pulfe  is  ge¬ 
nerally  full,  and  frequently  affeXed  with 
paufes  in  its  pulfation.  5/^/y,  The  marks  of 
old  age  appear  earlier,  and  are  more  nume¬ 
rous,  in  perfons  who  have  combined  with  hard 
labour,  a  vegetable  or  fcanty  diet,  than  in 
perfons  who  have  lived  under  oppofite  cir- 
cumflances.  6thly,  Old  people  tread  upon 
the  whole  bafe  of  their  feet  at  once,  in  walk¬ 
ing.  ythly,  The  memory  is  the  firft  faculty 
of  the  mind  which  fails.  8 thly.  He  never 
knew  a  fingle  inflance,  he  fays,  in  which  the 
moral  or  religious  faculties  were  impaired. 
9 thiy,  Dreaming  is  univerfal  among  old  peo¬ 
ple.  10 thly9  Many  circumftances,  in  old  age, 
mark  a  fecond  childhood.  1  ithly,  A  fecond 
infancy,  fometimes,  even  appears  in  old  age. 

1 ! ithly ,  There  is  a  difpofition  in  the  fyflem, 
in  extreme  old  age,  to  renew  certain  parts. 
Lqftly ,  The  fear  of  death  appears  to  be 

much 
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much  lefs  in  old  age,  than  in  early  or  middle 
life.  .  , 

The  difeafes  of  old  age  are,  he  obferves, 
chronic  and  acute.  The  chronic  are,  iy?, 
Weaknefs  of  the  knees  and  ankles,  a  lefs 
ability  to  walk,  and  tumours  in  the  head  and 
limbs.  2<r//y,  Pains  in  the  bones.  *  3 dly9  An 
exceffive  flow  of  tears,  and  mucus  from  the 
nofe.  4 tbiy,  Difficulty  of  breathing,  and  a 
fhort  cough,  with  copious  expe&oration,  ge¬ 
nerally  attended  with  a  weak  or  hoarfe  voice. 
5/Z?/y,  Coffivenefs.  6th!y9  An  inability  to  re¬ 
tain  the  urine,  as  long  as  in  early  or  middle 
life.  Jtbly9  Wakefulnefs.  Stbly,  Giddinefs. 
9 tbly9  Deafnefs.  And,  1 0 tbly9  Imperfect  vi- 
fion.  The  acute  difeafes,  moft  common  a- 
mongft  old  people,  are,  iy?,  Inflammation 
of  the  eyes.  2 dly.  Pneumonia  notha.  3 dly9 
Colic.  4 thly9  Palfy  and  apoplexy.  $tb/y,  Piles. 
6thly ,  Difficulty  in  making  water.  Jtbly9 
Quartan  fever. 

All  the  difeafes  of  the  old  people,  he  adds, 
both  chronic  and  acute,  originate  in  debili¬ 
ty.  The  remedies  for  the  chronic  difeafes, 
where  no  morbid  action  takes  place  in  the, 
fyftem,  are  flimulants.  The  firft  of  thefe  is 
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heat.  2 d/yi  Generous  diet  and  drink.  3 dly. 
Young  company  in  preference  to  old.  4 thly. 
Gentle  exercife.  5/^/y,  Cleanlinefs.  And, 
laftly^  Opium.  Heat,  he  advifes,  to  be  com¬ 
municated  by  means  of  the  warm  bath, 
or  ftove  rooms,  and  of  warm  cloathing, 
more  efpecially  warm  bed  clothes.  Old 
people,  he  imagines,  fhould  be  indulged 
in  eating  between  the  ordinary  meals  of 
families,  and  in  the  ufe  of  wine,  in  mode¬ 
ration.  He  thinks  they  enjoy  better  health 
and  fpirits  in  the  families  of  their  children, 
where  they  are  furrounded  by  grandchildren, 
than  when  they  live  by  themfelves.  Mode¬ 
rate  and  regular  exercife,  always  in  fair  wea¬ 
ther,  is  highly  beneficial  to  old  people.  Their 

f  •. 

drefs,  he  remarks,  fhould  not  only  be  clean, 
but  more  elegant  than  in  youth  or  middle 
life.  It  ferves  to  divert  the  eye  of  fpeclators 
from  obferving  the  decay  and  deformity  of 
the  body,  to  view  and  admire  that  which  is 
always  agreeable  to  them.  Opium  not  only 
abates  the  pains  of  the  chronic  rheurnatifin, 
and  the  uneafinefs  of  the  old  man’s  cough, 
but  alfo  removes  wakefulnefs,  and  reflrains, 
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daring  the  night,  the  troublefome  inclination 
to  make  water. 

For  the  cure  of  the  acute  difeafes  of  old 
people,  Dr.  Rufh  refers  to  the  ordinary  me¬ 
dical  books,  contenting  himfelf  with  flrongly 
recommending  blood-letting,  as,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  inflammatory  difeafes  are  more  fatal  to 
old  people  than  is  generally  fuppofed.  How 
is  this  recommendation  of  blood-letting  to 
be  reconciled  to  his  opinion,  that  all  the  dif¬ 
eafes  of  old  people,  even  the  acute,  originate 
in  debility  ?  Will  the  debility  be  removed  by 
blood-letting  ? 

Death,  from  old  age,  is  the  effect,  he 
thinks,  of  a  gradual  palfy.  It  fhews  itfelf 
firft,  in  the  eyes  and  ears,  in  the  decay  of 
fight  and  hearing.  It  appears  next  in  the 
urinary  bladder,  in  the  limbs  and  trunk  of 
the  body,  then  in  the  fphinfters  of  the  blad¬ 
der  and  rectum,  and  finally  in  the  nerves  and 
brain,  deftroying  in  the  fail,  the  exercife  of 
all  the  faculties  of  the  mind. 

Few  perfons,  he  obierves,  appear  to  die 
of  old  age  Some  one  of  the  difeafes  which 
have  been  mentioned,  generally  cuts  the  lalt 
thread  of  life. 
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VI. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  and  Cure  of  the 
Fulmonary  Confumption ,  By  Benjamin  Rufh, 
M.  D.  Vide  Medical  Enquiries  and  Obfer - 
nations,  Vol.  II.  8vo,  Philadelphia. 

PUlmonary  Confumption,  by  the  united 
teftimony  of  American  Phyficians,  ap¬ 
pears  not  only  to  have  become  very  prevalent, 
but  alfo  to  be  (till  increafmg  in  frequency  in 
the  weftern  world.  Dr.  Rufh  had  publifhed, 
in  the  firft  volume  of  his  Medical  Enquries,. 
anEffay,  intitled,  “  Free  Thoughts  upon  the 
Caufe  and  Cure  of  Pulmonary  Confump¬ 
tion, ,a  and  he  now  offers  the  prefent  Effay, 
with  a  view  to  fill  up  the  fketch  of  his  former 
one,  by  eflablifhing,  more  fully,  the  truth 
of  the  opinions  therein  advanced.  His  firft 
endeavour  is  to  fhew  that  this  difeafe  is  the 
effeft  of  caufes  which  induce  general  debi¬ 
lity.  In  fupport  of  this,  he  adduces  the  re¬ 
mote  and  exciting  caufes  of  the  difeafe,  the 
nature  of  the  occupations  and  habits  of  per- 
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Ibns  moft  liable  to  it,  and  the  period  of 
life  at  which  it  attacks.  The  remote  caufes. 
are,  he  fays,  Pneumony — Catarrh — Hasmop- 
tyfis— Rheumatifm — Gout — Aflhma — Scro- 
phula — Nervous  and  Intermitting  Fevers— 
Mealies — Repelled  Humours  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body — The  Venereal  Difeafe — 
Obftru&ed  Menfes — Sudden  Growth,  about 
the  age  of  puberty — Grief,  and  all  other  de¬ 
bilitating  paffions  of  the  mind — Hypochon- 
driafis — Improper  La&ation — Excellive  Eva¬ 
cuation  of  all  kinds,  more  efpecially  by  (tool — 
Cold  and  Damp  Air — External  Violence, 
adling  upon  the  body — And,  finally,  every 
thing  that  tends,  dire&ly  or  indire&ly,  to 
impair  the  vigour  of  the  fyftem. 

The  moll  frequent  exciting  caufe,  he  ob- 
ferves,  of  Confumption,  is  the  alternate  ap¬ 
plication  of  heat  and  cold  to  the  whole  ex¬ 
ternal  furface  of  the  body ;  but  all  the  remote 
caufes,  which  have  been  enumerated,  ope¬ 
rate  as  exciting  caufes  of  confumption,  when 
they  a£t  on  previous  debility.  Original  in¬ 
juries  of  the  lungs,  feldoin  induce  this  dis¬ 
order,  except  they  firft  induce  a  debility  of 
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the  whole  fyflem,  by  a  troublefome  and  ob- 
flinate  cough. 

The  perfons  mod:  liable  to  the  difeafe  are, 
ftudious  men,  mechanics,  who  lead  fedentary 
lives  in  confined  places,  women,  and  all  per¬ 
fons  of  irritable  habits,  whether  of  body  or 
mind.  Although  in  children,  and  in  perfons 
beyond  the  fortieth,  or  even  the  fiftieth  year, 
the  difeafe  fometimes  appears,  yet  the  mofl 
general  appearance  of  its  attack,  is  between 
the  eighteenth  and  thirty-fixth  year  of  life  ; 
a  period,  Dr.  Rufh  remarks,  in  which  indi¬ 
rect  debility  is  oftener  produced,  than  in  any 
other  ftage  of  life,  by  the  exceflive  exercifes 
of  the  body  and  mind  in  the  purfuits  of  bufi- 
nefs  or  pleafure. 

i 

Dr.  Rufh,  2 dly,  alledges  that  Pulmonary 
Confumption  is  a  primary  difeafe  of  the 
whole  fyflem.  This,  he  thinks,  demonflrated, 
i/?.  From  the  caufes  which  produce  it,  act¬ 
ing  on  the  whole  fyflem.  2 dly,  From  the 
fymptoms  of  general  debility,  which  always 
precede  the  affection  of  the  lungs.  From 
the  difeafe  alternating  with  other  diforders, 
as  rheumatifm,  gout,  madnefs,  &c.  which  ob- 
vioufly  belong  to  the  whole  fyflem. '  4 thly% 
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From  its  analogy  with  feveral  other  difeafes, 
which,  though  accompanied  with  local  affec¬ 
tions,  are  produced  by  a  morbid  ftate  of  the 
whole  fyftem,  as  the  rheumatifp,  the  gout, 
the  mealies,  fmail-pox,  the  different  ipecies 
of  cynanche,  and  more  efpecially  apoplexy 
and  pneumony.  5/^/y,  From  the  difeafe 
exifting  without  ulcers  in  the  lungs.  And, 
lujilj)  From  its  being  relieved  or  cured  only 
by  remedies  which  act  upon  the  whole  fyftem. 
Befides  thefe  arguments,  Dr.  Rufh  inquires 
into  the  fuppofed  proximate  caufes  of  con- 
fumption,  from  whence  he  concludes,  that 
they  are  totally  inadequate  to  the  production 
of  the  difeafe,  unlefs  preceded  or  accom¬ 
panied  by  general  debility.  In  confirmation 
of  this,  he  obferves,  that  he  does  not  recol¬ 
lect  a  fingle  inftance  of  the  diforder  having 
followed  a  wound  in  the  lungs,  either  by  the 
bayonet  or  a  bullet,  during  the  late  war  ; 
that  Haernoptyfis  is  not  always  followed  by 
coufumption  ;  that  tubercles  in  the  lungs 
are  the  effects  of  general  debility,  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  tronchial  veffels  ;  that  catarrh 
often  continues  for  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
without  inducing  pulmonary  confumption  in 
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perfons  who  purfue  active  occupations  ;  that, 
in  the  hereditary  confumption,  there  is  either 
an  hereditary  debility  of  the  whole  fyftem, 
or  an  hereditary  malconformation  of  the 
bread  ;  that  contagion,  by  which  confump¬ 
tion  may  certainly  be  communicated,  pro¬ 
duces  debilitating  effedts :  and  that,  where 
confumption  is  produced  by  the  repulfion  of 
cutaneous  humours,  it  is  either  preceded  by 
general  debility,  or  not  induced  till  the  whole 
fydem  hath  been  previcufly  debilitated  by  a 
tedious  and  didrefling  cough. 

From  thefe  premifes  he  concludes,  in  the 
third  place,  that  the  cough,  tubercles,  ulcers, 
and  purulent  or  bloody  difcharges,  w'hich  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  pulmonary  confumption,  are  the 
effe&s,  and  not  the  caufes,  of  the  aifeafe;  and 
that  all  attempts  to  cure  it,  by  inquiry  after 
tubercles  or  ulcers,  or  into  the  quality  of  the 
difcharges  from  the  lungs,  are  as  fruitlefs  as 
any  attempt  would  be  to  diftover  the  caufes 
or  cure  of  dropfies,  by  an  examination  of  the 
qualities  of  cohesions  of  water;  or  to  find  out 
the  caufes  and  cure  of  fevers,  by  the  quantity 
or  quality  of  the  difcharges  which  take  place, 
in  thofe  difeafes,  from  the  kidneys  and  fkin. 
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In  reafoning  upon  the  circumftances  by  which 
it  may  be  explained,  how  general  debility 
Ihould  terminate  in  a  diforder  on  the  lungs, 
although  Dr.  Rufh  leaves  the  explanation 
doubtful,  he  obferves,  that  it  would  feem  as  if 
the  debility,  in  the  cafes  of  confumption,  is 
feated  chiefly  in  the  blood  veffels,  while  that 
debility,  which  terminates  in  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  nerves ; 
and  that  the  local  affections  of  the  brain 
arife  from  a  debility,  invading  alike  the 
nervous  and  arterial  fyftems. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  give  a  fhort 
view  of  Dr.  Rufh’s  opinion  refpeCting  the  na¬ 
ture  and  caufe  of  pulmonary  confumption. 
Without  pretending  to  enter  into  any  parti¬ 
cular  examination  of  his  arguments,  of  which 
the  limits  of  our  publication  will  by  no 
means  admit,  we  may  with  confidence  afferf, 
that,  by  arguments  equally  conclufive,  debi¬ 
lity  may  be  proved  to  be  the  caufe  of  every 
difeafe  whatever  to  which  the  human  body 
is  fubjeCt.  No  expreflion  has  of  late  been 
more  frequently  employed,  by  medical  wri¬ 
ters,  as  a  cloak  for  ignorance,  than  the  term 
Debility.  There  is  no  difeafe,  to  which  the 
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human  body  can  be  fubjected,  which  will  not, 
either  dire&ly  or  indireqtly,  induce  debility ; 
and,  accordingly,  the  neceflity  of  fupporting 
the  vis  vita  in  certain  ftages  of  every  affec¬ 
tion,  has  never  been  queftioned.  But,  be- 
caufe  debility  exifls  in  palfy,  in  pulmonary 
confumption,  and  in  ulcerated  legs,  to  fup- 
po  fe  that  it  is  the  caufe  of  thefe  difeafes ; 
and,  which  is  an  unavoidable  confequence  of 
this  doctrine,  that  thefe  are,  in  reality,  the 
fame  difeafe,  is  a  do&rine  too  abfurd  to  re¬ 
quire  a  ferious  refutation.  And  thofe  who 
reft  fatisfied  with  this  fuppofition,  that  all 
difeafes  depend  on  debility,  in  place  of 
having  made  any  real  progrefs  in  the  invefti- 
gation  of  truth,  only  fhut  the  door  againft  all 
rational  and  ufeful  inquiry. 

In  treating  of  the  method  of  cure,  the 
firft  object  on  which  Dr.  Rulh  infills,  is  to 
attempt  the  removal  of  the  difeafe  in  its  ear- 
lieft  ftage,  that  is,  before  it  produce  the 
fymptoms  of  cough,  bloody  or  purulent  dif- 
charges  from  the  lungs,  and  inflammatory  or 
he£tic  fever.  The  fymptoms  which  mark 
this  firft  ftage  are,  he  fays,  too  feldom  ob- 
ferved,  or,  if  obferved,  they  are  too  often 
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treated  with  equal  negled  by  patients  and 
phyficians.  Thefe  fymptoms,  according  to 
Dr.  Rufh,  are  a  flight  fever,  increafed  by  the 
leafl:  exercife ;  a  burning  and  drynefs  in  the 
palms  of  the  hands,  more  efpecially  towards 
evening ;  rheumy  eyes  upon  waking  from 
fleep  ;  an  increafe  of  urine  ;  a  drynefs  of  the 
fkin,  more  efpecially  of  the  feet,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  an  occafional  flufhing  in  one,  and  fome- 
times  in  both  cheeks ;  a  hoarfenefs  ;  a  flight 
or  acute  pain  in  the  bread ;  a  fixed  pain  in 
one  fide,  or  (hooting  pains  in  both  fides ; 
headach ;  occafional  fick  and  fainty  fits ;  a 
deficiency  of  appetite,  and  a  general  indifpofi- 
lion  to  exercife  and  motion  of  every  kind. 
The  remedies  for  this  ftage  of  the  diforder 
confifl,  he  obferves,  in  a  defertion  of  all  the 
remote  and  exciting  caufes,  particularly  feden* 
tary  employments,  damp  or  cold  fituations, 
and  whatever  tends  to  weaken  the  fyftem. 
When  the  difeafe  has  not  yielded  to  this  defer¬ 
tion  of  its  remote  and  exciting  caufes,  he  has, 
he  tells  us,  recommended  the  cold  bath,  fleel, 
and  Peruvian  bark,  with  great  advantage. 

When  the  firft  ftage  has  been  neglected, 
the  difeafe  generally  terminates,  he  fays,  in 
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different  periods  of  time,  in  pulmonary  af¬ 
fections,  which  fhow  themfelves  under  one 
of  the  three  following  forms :  iy?,  A  fever, 
accompanied  by  a  cough,  a  hard  pulfe,  and 
the  difcharge  of  blood  or  mucous  matter 
from  the  lungs.  2<i/y,  A  fever  of  the  he&ic 
kind,  accompanied  by  chilly  fits  and  night 
fweats,  and  a  pulfe  full  quick,  and  occafion- 
ally  hard.  The  difcharges  from  the  lungs,  in 
this  ftate  of  the  diforder,  are  frequently  pu¬ 
rulent.  And,  3 dly9  A  fever  with  a  weak 
quick  pulfe,  a  troublefome  cough,  and  copi¬ 
ous  purulent  difcharges  from  the  lungs,  a 
hoarfe  and  weak  voice,  and  chilly  fits  and 
night  fweats,  alternating  occafionally  with  a 
diarrhoea.  As  thefe  different  forms  do  not 
fucceed  each  other  in  the  order  juft  ftated. 
Dr.  Rufh,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  each 
other,  ftiles  the  firft  the  Inflammatory,  the 
fecond  the  HeClic,  and  the  third  the  Typhus 
fpecies;  and  he  then  proceeds  to  point  out  the 
means  of  palliating  the  difeafe  in  each  of  this 
fpecies.  In  the  treatment  of  the  firft  fpecies, 
he  recommends  blood-letting  very  ftrenu- 
oufly,  as  a  principal  palliative ;  and  even  af- 
ferts,  from  experience,  that  where  inflamma- 
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tory  a&ion  attends  the  lafl  fcene  of  the  dis¬ 
order,  there  is  often  more  relief  obtained  by 
a  little  bleeding,  than  by  the  ufe  of  opiates  ; 
and  it  is  always  a  more  humane  prefcription, 
in  defperate  cafes,  than  the  ufual  remedies 
of  vomits  and  blitters.  He  recommends,  in 
this  fpecies,  alfo,  a  vegetable  diet,  nitre  in 
modarate  dofes  of  ten  or  fifteen  grains,  three 
or  four  times  a  day,  and  the  exercife  of  walk¬ 
ing  while  the  air  is  cold  and  dry.  Vomits 
he  thinks  rather  hurtful. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  fecond  fpecies, 
which  he  ftiles  the  He&ic,  Dr.  Rufh  con- 
feffes,  that  he  has  been  feldom  able  to  afford 
much  relief  by  the  ufe  of  any  medicines.  The 
treatment  in  the  third  ftage,  he  imagines, 
ought  to  confift  of  ftimulating  medicines, 
cordials,  and  ftimulating  diet. 

He  thinks  that  a  dry  fituation,  country  air, 
loofe  dreffes,  with  a  careful  accommodation 
of  them  to  the  changes  of  the  weather ;  arti¬ 
ficial  evacuations,  by  the  means  of  blitters 
and  iffues ;  certain  fumigations  arid  vapours, 
as  the  vapour  from  a  mixture  of  equal  parts 
of  tar,  bran,  and  boiling  water  ;  lozenges, 
fyrups,  and  demulcent  teas ;  opiates  ;  thofe 
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pofitions  of  the  body  favourable  to  the  abate¬ 
ment  of  cough ;  fleeping  between  blankets 
in  winter,  and  on  a  matrafs  in  fummer  ;  and 
the.  moderate  ufe  of  the  lungs  in  reading, 
public  fpeaking,  laughing  and  finging,  afford 
palliative  means,  applicable  to  every  fpecies 
or  ftage  of  the  diforder. 

Dr.  Rufli  next  treats  of  the  radical  reme¬ 
dies  for  the  pulmonary  confumption :  For  this 
purpofe  he  depends  folely  on  the  various  fpe¬ 
cies  of  exercife,  which  he  divides  into  a&ive, 
pafiive,  and  mixed :  The  a&ive  including 
walking  and  the  exercife  of  the  hands  and 
feet  in  working  and  dancing  :  The  pafiive  in¬ 
cluding  the  rocking  in  a  cradle,  fwinging, 
failing,  and  riding  in  carriages  of  different 
kinds  s  And  the  mixed  being  confined  chiefly 
to  riding  on  horfeback.  Thefe  various  exer- 
cifes  muft  be  fluted  to  the  different  flates  of 
the  patients.  In  cafes  of  extreme  debility 
he  recommends  the  following  order :  i/?, 

Rocking  in  a  cradle,  or  riding  on  an.elaftic 
board,  commonly  called  a  chamber-horfe. 
<idly ,  Swinging.  3^/y,  Sailing.  4 thly,  Ri¬ 
ding  in  a  carriage.  5th fy9  Riding  on  horfe¬ 
back.  6thly,  Walking.  And,  ythly ,  Run¬ 
ning, 
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ning,  dancing,  &c.  Sailing,  Dr.  Rufh  fup- 
pofes,  to  be  principally  ufeful  to  thofe,  who, 
during  the  voyage,  ufe  the  exercife  attend¬ 
ing  a  fea-faring  life.  In  flight  cafes  of  con- 
fumption,  fhort  journeys  on  horfeback  are 
ferviceable  ;  but  in  dangerous  cafes,  in  Dr. 
Rufh’s  opinion,  benefit  can  alone  be  de¬ 
rived  from  long  journeys.  To  render  travel¬ 
ling  on  horfeback  effe&ual  in  a  confumption, 
it  Ihould,  he  fays,  be  continued,  with  mode¬ 
rate  intervals,  from  fix  to  twelve  months ; 
but  the  cure  Ihould  not  be  refled  upon  a 
fingle  journey.  It  fhould  be  repeated,  he 
tells  us,  every  two  or  three  years,  till  the 
patient  has  pafifed  the  confumptive  ftages  of 
life.  Nay,  he  mufl  do  more,  he  mull  ac¬ 
quire  a  habit  of  riding  conflantly,  both  at 
home  and  abroad  ;  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of 
Dr.  Fowler,  he  mufl,  like  a  Tartar,  learn  to 
live  on  horfeback ;  by  which  means  he  will 
acquire,  in  time,  the  conflitution  of  a  Tar¬ 
tar. 

How  far  the  method  of  cure  here  pro- 
pofed  is  the  bed  hitherto  difcovered  againfl 
phthifis  we  will  not  pretend  to  fay.  Phyfi- 
cians,  we  fear,  will  Hill  have  to  lament, 
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that,  in  mod  cafes,  they  can  do  but  little 
to  palliate,  and  far  lefs  to  remove  this  dif- 
eafe.  But,  if  the  modes  of  cure  here  recom¬ 
mended  be,  in  reality,  the  mod  ufeful,  we 
may,  without  hefitation,  venture  to  alfert, 
that  from  thence  many  drong  objections  may 
be  brought  againd  Dr.  Rudds  own  theory  of 
the  difeafe. 
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VII. 

An  Effay  on  the  Malignant  -  Pejlilential  Fever , 
introduced  into  the  Weft  Indian  IJlands  from 
Boullam ,  on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea ,  as  it  ap~ 
feared  in  1793  and  1794.  By  C.  Chifholm, 
M.  D.  Surgeon  to  his  Majefty’s  Ordnance 
in  Grenada.  8vo,  London. 

IN  an  introduction  to  this  effay,  the  author 
gives  fome  account  of  Grenada,  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  face  of  the  country,  its  produc¬ 
tions,  its  difeafes,  and  the  (late  of  the  wea¬ 
ther.  With  regard  to  the  face  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  Dr.  Chifholm  obferves,  that  the  wind¬ 
ings  of  the  innumerable  hills  in  Grenada 
produce  a  change  of  temperature  at  the  end 
of  every  hundred  yards.  Under  their  fhei- 
ter  the  heat  is  almoft  infupportable,  and  the 

body  is  bathed  in  the  moft  profufe  fweat* 

> 

But  beyond  this,  upon  turning  an  angle  and 
being  fuddenly  expofcd  to  the  prevailing 
winds,  which  there  blow  with  violence  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  narrow  valleys  which  coniine 
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them,  the  body  is  in  an  inffant  dried  up,  an 
aguifh  fenfation  takes  place,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  topical  pains,  and  inflammations  of  a 
moft  dangerous  nature,  are  inftantaneoufly 
produced.  And  this,  Dr.  Chifholm  thinks, 
is  the  principal  caufe  why  topical  inflamma* 
tions,  particularly  thofe  of  the  liver,  are  met 
with  at  all  feafons,  during  the  hot  and  rainy, 
as  well  as  the  cool  and  dry  weather.  It  alfo, 
he  thinks,  accounts  for  the  efficacy,  a3  a  pre- 

i  . 

ventive,  of  any  medium  between  the  fhirt 
and  fkin,  which  may  abforb  the  perfpired  fluid, 
whiifl  it  keeps  up  an  equal  temperature  on 
the  furface,  though  changes  take  place  in  the 
furrounding  atmofphere.  Thus  he  tells,  a 
flannel  fliirt,  however  ffrange  it  may  feein  to 
an  European,  not  acquainted  with  this  ifland, 
is  the  bell  prefervative  of  health  in  Grenada, 
and  he  adds,  perhaps  through  the  torrid  zone. 

After  an  elegant  defcription  of  the  Angular 
and  romantic  fcenery  of  different  parts  of  the 
iffand,  and  an  account  of  fome  of  its  vege¬ 
table  and  animal  produ&ions,  particularly  of 
the  Holothuria  Priapus  of  Linnaeus,  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  foil  of  Grenada  may  be  di¬ 
vided  into  four  kinds :  iy?,  A  black  rich 
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mould,  found  chiefly  in  low  valleys,  and  on 
the  gentle  Hopes  of  the  more  rounded  hills* 
2^/,  A  mixture  of  light  fand  and  black  mould, 
generally  found  near  the  fea,  and  containing 
a  large  portion  of  fea  fait.  3<i,  A  mixture 
of  black  mould,  fand,  and  a  metallic  earth 
of  a  redifh  colour,  found  in  the  deeper  parts 
of  what  may  be  called  the  fecond  region  of 
the  ifland,  or  where  the  cultivation  is  extend¬ 
ed  with  difficulty.  4 th9  A  red  earth  or  ochre, 
frequently  intermixed  with  black  ihining  me¬ 
tallic  particles,  derile  and  incapable  of  cul¬ 
ture,  with  even  the  aid  of  the  dronged 
manure. 

With  regard  to  the  produ&ions  of  the 
ifland,  after  an  animated  detail,  Dr.  Chifholm. 
obferves,  that  whatever  can  contribute  tp  the 
eafe  and  comfort  of  man,  to  his  food,  his 
drink,  his  medicine,  his  clothing,  his  bed¬ 
ding,  or  his  dwelling,  are  here  abundantly, 
and,  in  mod  indances,  fpontaneoufly  pro¬ 
duced.  Nor  is  food  confined  to  the  vege¬ 
table  kingdom ;  cattle,  fheep,  hogs,  and  fowls 
of  various  kinds,  may  be  had  in  great  abund¬ 
ance  ;  while  an  inexliaudible  fupply  of  fifh, 
of  uncommon  variety  and  goodnefs,  may  be 
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referred  to  throughout  the  whole  year,  and 
conflitute  a  confiderable  part  of  the  food  of 
the  lower  clafs  of  people.  It  is  not  therefore 
furprifmg.  Dr.  Chifholm  obferves,  that  foreign 
luxuries,  too  liberally  ufed,  fhould  fhorten 
the  lives  of  one  defcription  of  inhabitants  j 
whilft  another,  confining  themfelves  to  the 
wholefome  indigenous  aliment  of  the  country, 
live  to  an  age  uncommon  even  in  the  tempe¬ 
rate  regions  of  cold  climates.  Grenada, 
therefore,  Dr.  Chifholm  thinks,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  variable  temperature  occafioned  by 
the  irregularity  of  its  furface,  and  the  moif- 
ture  of  its  atmofphere,  is  certainly  healthy, 
particularly  when  compared  to  other  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  fame  latitude. 

Our  author  is  of  opinion,  that  were  we  to 
exclude  the  effe&s  of  the  miafma  of  marfliy 
diftri&s,  and  thofe  proceeding  from  the  irre¬ 
gular  temperature  of  the  air,  we  fhould  find, 
that,  in  common  years,  there  is  by  no  means 
much  ficknefs;  and  that,  in  general,  it  is  only 
in  thofe  places  where  marfhes  are  abundant, 
that  difeafes  malt  moris  prevail.  Ihere*  indeed, 
one  year  with  another,  fully  an  eighteenth  part 
of  the  inhabitants  annually  perifli.  But  in 

other 
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other  diftriCts,  where  thefe  dreadful  caufes  of 
difeafe  do  not  exift,  the  mortality  is  not  more 
than  one  in  thirty- feven  or  thirty-eight. 

After  his  obfervations  on  the  face  of  the 


country,  the  productions,  and  the  difeafes  of 
Grenada,  he  defcribes  the  changes  which 
took  place  in  each  month  of  the  years  1784, 
1785,  1786,  and  1793,.  and  to  this  he  fub- 
joins  the  following  table  of  the  higheft ,  loweft, 
and  medium  height  of  the  Thermometer 
.during  thefe  years  The  Thermometer  em¬ 
ployed  was  graduated  according  to  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  fcale. 
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After  this  introduction,  Dr.  Chifholm  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  give  a  particular  account  of  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Malignant  Peflilential  Fever 
in  Grenada ;  and  from  this  account,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  brought  into 
Grenada,  by  the  fhip  Hankey,  from  the  coafl 
of  Africa.  The  Hankey,  loaded  with  (lores 
and  adventurers,  arrived  at  Boullam,  from 
England,  about  the  beginning  of  April  1792. 
She  lay  there  for  nine  months,  and  during 
that  time  the  fettlers  were  obliged  to  live  on 
board,  As  the  rainy  feafon  came  on  almofi 
immediately  after  their  arrival,  and  as  the 
heat  was  at  the  fame  time  excefiively  great, 
they  endeavoured  to  fhelter  themfelves  from 
both,  by  raifmg  the  tides  of  the  fhip  feveral 
feet,  and  covering  her  with  a  wooden  roof. 
In  this  fituation  upwards  of  two  hundred 
people,  of  whom  women  and  children  con- 
flituted  a  part,  were  confined  in  a  fultry 
moifl  atmofphere. 

Want  of  cleanlinefs,  joined  to  depreflion, 
of  mind,  a  confequence  of  difappointment, 
muff  certainly.  Dr.  Chifholm  thinks,  be  con- 
fid^red  as  the  caufes  of  the  very  fatal  fever 
which  broke  out  among  them,  fome  time 

after 
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after  their  arrival  at  Boullam.  The  Hankey 
arrived  at  the  port  of  St.  George,  in  Gre¬ 
nada,  on  the  19th  of  February  1793?  after 
the  death  of  almoft  the  whole  of  her  crew, 
and  alfo  of  feveral  feamen,  who  had  been 
procured  at  St.  Jago,  in  the  pafiage  from 
Boullam  to  Grenada. 

From  this  period  Dr.  Chilholm  dates  the 
commencement  of  a  difeafe,  which,  he  be¬ 
lieves,  was  before  unknown  in  Grenada,  and 
certainly  unequalled  in  its  deflruclive  ten¬ 
dency.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  firffc 
communicated,  and  its  fubfequent  progrefs, 
he  thinks,  clearly  evinced  its  malignant 
and  peftilential  nature. 

Captain  Remington,  an  intimate  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  Captain  Coxe’s  of  the  Hankey,  was 
the  firffc  perfon  who  vifited  that  fhip  after  her 
arrival  in  St.  George’s  Bay :  He  was  foon 
after  feized  with  a  fever,  which  terminated 
fatally  on  the  third  day.  The  boatfwain,  and 
four  failors  of  the  Defence,  were  the  next 
who  fuffered.  They  went  on  board  the  Han¬ 
key  the  day  after  her  arrival,  and  ffcaid  all 
night.  All  of  them  were  feized  with  the 
fever,  and  died  alfo  in  three  days.  Thefe 
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communicated  the  infection  to  many  others, 
and  the  difeafe  extended  itfelf  with  fuch  ra¬ 
pidity,  that,  before  the  end  of  May,  of  500 
failors  who  manned  the  trading  fhips  in  the 
harbour,  upwards  of  200  died  of  this  fever. 

About  the  middle  of  April  the  difeafe  be¬ 
gan  to  appear  on  fhore.  It  was  introduced 
by  a  negro-woman,  who  took  in  failors  clothes 
to  wafh  :  The  whole  of  her  family  were  fuc- 
ceflively  affliXed  with  it ;  and  by  them  it  w7as 
communicated  to  thofe  with  whom  they  had 
any  intercourfe.  And,  in  fine,  all  who  from 
friendfhip,  bufinefs,  or  duty,  communicated 
with  the  difeafed,  were  themfelves  foon  af- 
feXed  with  it.  And  no  infiance  occurred 

*  *  *  V 

wherein  the  contagion  could  not  be  traced 
to  its  particular  fource.  Where  people  were 
expofed  to  contagion,  all  prophylaxies,  of 
which  a  great  variety  were  tried,  were  found 
to  be  of  no  avail.  But  from  feveral  circum- 
Itances,  particularly,  as  Dr.  Chifholm  thinks, 
from  fuperior  care  and  attention  to  cleanli- 
nefs,  the  fever  was  much  milder  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  among  the  inhabitants,  than  it  had 
been  among  the  failors. 

Not 
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Not  long  after  this,  the  difeafe  appeared 
among  the  foldiers  in  garrifon.  Of  280 
men  belonging  to  the  45th  regiment,  24 
died  of  it ;  that  is,  fomething  lefs  than  one 
in  twelve.  About  the  lit  of  June,  it  began 
to  appear  among  the  negroes,  belonging/  to 
the  eitates  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town. 
And,  although  great  apprehenfions  were  en¬ 
tertained,  yet  they  were  foon  found  to  be 
groundlefs  ;  for  it  did  not  fpread  much 
among  them,  nor  was  it  marked  with  the 
fatality  which  attended  it,  when  it  appeared 
among  the  whites.  Not  above  one  in  four 
were  affeCted  with  it ;  and  among  thofe  in¬ 
fected,  it  did  not  prove  fatal  to  more  than 
one  in  eighty-three. 

Dr.  Chifholm  has  been  particular  in  dating 
the  progrefs  of  this  fever,  chiefly  with  a  viewr 
to  demonftrate,  \Jl ,  That  it  was  uncommonly 
infectious.  2 dly.  That  it  arofe  from  human 
contagion,  heightened  by  various  caufes  to  a 
peftilential  degree  of  violence.  And,  yily? 
That,  like  the  plague,  it  wras  communicated 
in  every  inftance,  either  by  aCtual  contaCt 
with  an  infeCted  perfon,  or  by  breathing  air, 
charged  with  effluvia,  perfpired  or  difcharged 

from 
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from  the  lungs  of  the  affe&ed  perfon  ;  or  by 
touching  the  clothes  of  the  infe&ed,  or  by 
fleeping  in  a  place  where  they  had  been. 

It  is  curious,  and  may,  he  thinks*  be  ufe- 
ful  to  obferve  the  gradation  of  this  fatal  ma¬ 
lady,  with  refpeft  to  the  various  defcriptions 
of  people  expofed  to  its  infection.  Neither 
age  nor  fex  were  exempted  from  its  attack. 
But  fome  were  more  obnoxious  to  it  than 
others ;  and  the  colour  had  evidently  much 
influence  in  determining  its  violence.  The 
gradation  it  obferved,  with  regard  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  clafles  of  inhabitants,  appeared  to  be 
the  following : 

lji9  Sailors,  more  efpecially  the  robuft 
and  young,  thofe  leafl  accuftomed  to  the 
climate,  and  thofe  moil  given  to  the  drink¬ 
ing  new  rum. 

2d,  Soldiers,  more  efpecially  recruits  lately 
from  Europe  ;  and  the  mod  intemperate. 

2,d,  White  males,  in  general,  lately  ar¬ 
rived,  more  efpecially  young  men  front 
Europe. 

4th ,  All  other  white  males,  more  efpe¬ 
cially  the  lower  clafles,  and*  of  them  the 
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moft  intemperate ;  thofe  debilitated  by  re¬ 
cent  ficknefs. 

5/Z7,  White  females,  more  efpecially  thofe 
conne£ted  with  the  {hipping,  and  thofe  lately 
from  Europe. 

6th ,  People  of  colour,  from  Muftees  to 
Cabres. 

7 thy  Negro-men,  more  efpecially  failors 
and  porters. 

■ 8th ,  Negro-women,  more  efpecially  houfe 
wenches. 

9 th9  Children,  more  efpecially  thofe  of 
colour. 

In  giving  an  account  of  this  difeafe.  Dr. 
Chifholm  fird  defcribes  it,  as  it  appeared  in 
thofe  feized  with  it,  in  its  mod  violent  and 
fatal  form  ;  and  afterwards  treats  more  par¬ 
ticularly  of  its  mod  remarkable  fymptoms. 
In  the  word  indances  the  patient,  without 
any  previous  complaint,  fuddenly  becomes 
•giddy.  He  lofes  his  eye-fight,  every  thing 
feems  to  move  round  with  inconceivable  ve¬ 
locity,  he  falls  down  almod  infenfibie,  and 
in  that  date  remains  for  half  an  hour  or  up¬ 
wards.  During  this  paroxyfm  the  body  feell 
cold,  gm d  is  overfpread  with  cold  fweat, 
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which  iflues  from  every  pore  in  aftoniming 
abundance.  On  his  recovery  the  cold  goes 
off,  and  is  inftantly  fucceeded  by  intenie  heat, 
and  a  quick  fmall  hard  pulle ;  the  head  aches 
dreadfully,  particularly  the  forehead,  gene¬ 
rally  accompanied  with  pain  in  the  right  fide, 
and  at  the  praecordia.  The  eyes  are  much 
inflamed,  watery,  protruded,  and  wildly  roll¬ 
ing.  The  face  is  much  flufhed,  and  much 
heat  is  felt  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  which 
is  foon  attended  with  naufea,  retching  and 
vomiting.  The  patient  foon  after  complains 
of  intolerable  pain  in  the  fmall  of  his  back, 
and  in  the  calves  of  his  legs. 

During  twelve,  eighteen,  twenty-four,  or 
thirty-fix  hours,  thefe  fymptoms  continue  en- 
creafing,  and  are  then  fucceeded  by  general 
coldnefs,  cold  fweat,  and  a  greater  or  lefs  de¬ 
gree  of  coma  or  delirium,  or  a  ftate  very 
much  refembling  intoxication.  With  the  pa¬ 
tient  in  this  ftate,  life  is  lengthened  out  to 
fixty  or  ninety  hours  from  the  firft  attack : 
A  (hort  interval  of  reafon  then  takes  place : 
The  patient  thinks  himfelf  better,  and  is  for 
a  moment  flattered  with  the  profpeCt  of  re¬ 
covery.  But  a  lecond  fit,  as  fudden  and  un¬ 
expected 
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expelled  as  the  flrd,  comes  on,  during  which 
he  foams  at  the  mouth,  roils  his  eyes  dread¬ 
fully,  and  throws  out  and  pulls  back  his  ex¬ 
tremities  in  violent  and  quick  alternate  fuc- 
ceflion. 

This,  according  to  Dr.  Chifholm,  has  been 
the  general  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  in  its 
word  form.  The  fymptoms  which  chiefly 
diflinguifhed  the  difeafe  were,  he  tells  us, 
the  uncommon  fuddenefs  of  the  attack  ;  the 
remarkable  acute  pain  in  the' loins  and  calves 
of  the  legs ;  the  watery,  inflamed,  and  roll¬ 
ing  eyes  ;  the  flufhing  of  the  face  ;  the  ten¬ 
dency  to  coma  from  the  very  onfet ;  the  pe¬ 
culiarity  of  the  delirium  ;  and,  the  pain  con¬ 
fined  to  the  forehead,  feldom  extending  even 
to  the  temples.  \ 

The  delirium  attending  this  fever  is  very 
peculiar.  The  countenance,  the  eyes,  and 
the  a&ion  refemble  very  much  thole  of  a 
perfon  inebriated.  It  is  accompanied  with  a 
conftant  reftleflhefs  and  efforts  to  get  out  of 
bed  ;  and  the  mind  feems  agitated  by  the  ob¬ 
jects  which  were  mod  its  purfuit  during 
health.  Coma  alfo.  Dr.  Chifholm  tells  us, 
is  often  a  mod  remarkable  fymptom  in  this 
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fever.  After  the  firfl  day,  there  Is,  in  general, 
more  or  lefs  tendency  to  it :  And  if  the  pa¬ 
tient  furvived  the  third,  he  has  found  it  in 
almofl  every  inftance  prefent.  The  patient 
in  this  flate  lies  on  his  back,  with  his  eyes- 
half  open.  He  is  drowfy  and  infenfible  of 
pain  or  irritation,  but  moans  and  fighs  much. 
And  in  all  thofe  who  became  conjatofe.  Dr. 
Chifholm  has  uniformly  obferved  a  very 
confiderable  and  permanent  dilatation  of  the 
pupils. 

Another  appearance  which  unequivocally 
marked  the  character  of  this  fever,  was  a 
fpecies  of  effiorefcence, which  refembled  more 
patches  of  red  or  livid  fpots,  than  what  is 
generally  underftood  by  the  word  Petechias. 
This  Dr.  Chifholm  confidered  as  a  very  fatal 
fymptcm  ;  and  he  does  not  recoiled:  a  fmgle 
inftance  of  recovery  when  it  took  place. 
The  neck,  fhoulders,  and  breaft,  were  gene¬ 
rally  the  parts  on  which  it  appeared.  But, 
in  a  very  few  violent  cafes,  almofl  the  whole 
body  became  of  a  deep  livid  or  black  colour, 

a  few  hours  before  death. 

£ 

Although  in  the  commencement  of  this 
fever  the  pulfe  be,  in  general,  quick,  hard, 

and 
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and  fin  all,  yet,  in  fome  inftances  at  this  pe¬ 
riod,  it  is  full,  which,  Dr.  Chifholm  thinks, 
affords  a  favourable  prognoftic.  But  in  no 
difeafe  is  the  pulfe  more  fubjeft  to  variation 
than  in  this.  With  confiderable  heat  of  the 
lkin  he  has  often  obferved  the  pulfe  not 
above  fifty  in  the  minute.  Upon  the  whole, 
however,  he  never  found  it  quicker,  than 
130,  nor  flower  than  30  in  the  minute. 

Subfultus  tendinum  was  by  no  means  a 
common  fymptom ;  but  tremor  of  the  hands 
and  of  the  lips,  and  violent  fpafmodic  con- 
tra&ions  of  the  legs  and  arms,  were  very 
frequent,  and  always  prognoflicated  much 
danger. 

The  appearance  of  the  tongue  was  very 
Various:  In  fome  patients  it  continued  white, 
with  florid  edges,  to  the  very  laft ;  in  others 
it  became  dark  coloured  very  early,  and 
changed  to  a  black  a  little  before  death.  • 

Aphthee  fometimes  occurred,  and  were. 
Dr.  Chifholm  thinks,  generally  a  bad  fymp¬ 
tom.  There  were  two  kinds  of  eruption 
about  the  lips  of  a  very  oppofite  nature  :  one 
fuch  as  frequently  appears  at  the  termination 
of  common  remittents,  and  indicating  a  fa¬ 
vourable 
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vourable  change ;  the  other  confiding  of  black 
fpots,  fuch  as  might  be  made  by  the  point  of 
a  painter’s  fine  pencil,  all  round  the  mouth, 
but  efpecially  on  the  upper  lip  ;  and  indica¬ 
ting,  with  certainty,  a  fatal  termination. 

Haemorrhage,  I)r.  Chifholm  tells  us,  oc¬ 
curred  in  this  difeafe  much  oftener,  and  more 
frequently,  and  was  attended  with  more  dan¬ 
gerous  confequences,  than  in  any  other  he 
has  met  with,  the  feurvy  excepted.  Robud, 
plethoric,  and  grofs  habits,  were  mod  fubjedi 
to  haemorrhage.  It  was  obferved  to  occur 
from  various  places  ;  but  the  mod  profufe 
discharge  was  either  from  the  nodrils  or  anus, 
and  has  frequently  amounted  to  three  or  four 
pounds  at  a  time.  In  feveral  indances,  the 
difeharge,  he  thinks,  has  evidently  been  the 

immediate  caufe  of  death.  He  has  never 

*  - 

obferved  this  haemorrhage  to  be  critical,  nor 
has  it,  in  any  indance,  permanently  relieved 
the  headach,  or  pain  in  the  bread  or  fide. 
Patients  indeed  fometimes  at  fird  thought, 
that  in  confequence  of  it,  the  headach  was 
abated.  But  cold  clammy  fweats,  an  almod 
imperceptible  pulie,  and  fupervening  deli¬ 
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rium  or  coma,  even  evinced  the  fallacy  of 
the  prognoflic. 

A  rawnefs  of  the  nofe,  often  terminating 
in  efchars,  remarkably  itchy,  was  alfo  not 
unfrequently  obferved.  Thefe  ulcers  difap- 
peared  in  proportion  to  the  patient’s  re¬ 
covery  ;  but  when  the  iflue  of  the  difeafe  was 
fatal,  they  became  gangrenous. 

Another  fymptom,  obfervable  in  many  in- 
ftances,  which,  from  its  Angularity,  Dr. 
Chifholm  thinks  it  proper  to  mention,  was 
a  peculiar  affeCtion  of  the  tefticles  and  fcro- 
tuin.  About  the  end  of  the  fecond  day  pa¬ 
tients  often  began  to  complain  of  a  violent 
pain  in  the  tefticles.  With  this  they  were 
fenfible  of  a  contraction  of  the  fpermatic 
cord,  and  a  drawing  up  of  the  tefticles  to¬ 
wards  the  abdomen.  On  examination  this 
was  felt  to  be  the  cafe,  while,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  feemed  to  be  much  leftened  in  fize, 
and  the  fcrotum  remarkably  flaccid  and 
empty.  Soon  after  this  the  furface  of  the 
fcrotum  became  painful,  and  an  excoriation 
took  place  upon  it,  from  which  a  conftderable 
quantity  of  offenfive  matter  iflued.  A  fimilar 
difcharge  took  place  alfo  from  the  urethra. 
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When  the  event  of  the  difeafe  was  favourable, 
this  gradually  ceafed  ;  but  in  cafes  which 
afterwards  terminated  fatally,  it  became  icho¬ 
rous  or  bloody,  and  infufferably  foetid.  In 
favourable  cafes,  the  purulent  difcharge  from 
the  fcrotum,  formed  an  incruftation  on  the 
parts ;  which,  when  feparated  in  the  con- 
valefcent  ftate,  either  fpontaneoufly,  or  by 
means  of  a  warm  bath,  was  found  very  much 
to  refemble  moiftened  parchment.  In  fatal 
cafes,  the  afte&ion  of  the  fcrotum  always 
terminated  in  gangrene,  a  few  hours  before 
death. 

In  this  fever  the  change  of  voice  was  a 
very  remarkable  circumftance.  From  a  ftrong 
tenor  or  manly  found,  it  was  often  obferved 
to  fink  to  a  treble,  or  a  found  much  fofter, 
lower,  and  thriller  than  the  natural  one.  In 

i 

cafes  terminating  fatally,  this  change  was 
molt  remarkable,  and  took  place  at  an  early 
period.  But,  if  in  the  courle  of  the  difeafe, 
there  tools:  place  an  alteration  of  the  voke,  to 
its  natural  tone,  it  was  an  almoll  certain  fign 
of  a  favourable  change. 

A  fuppreflion  of  the  urine,  a  fymptom  by 
no  means  uncommon  in  ether  fevers,  was 

particularly 
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particularly  remarkable  in  this,  for  its  coming 
on  early,  its  duration*  and  the  caufe  which 
feemed  to  produce  it.  For,  upon  difie£tion, 
TDr.  Chifholm  found  the  urinary  bladder  in 
a  thickened  ftite,  fimilar  to  what  is  defcribed 
by  Dr.  Gilchrift,  to  have  occurred  in  fome 
cafes,  recorded  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Edinburgh  Phyficai  Eflays. 

The  urine  was  generally  of  a  deep  red  co¬ 
lour  ;  fometimes  it  was  brownifh,  fometimes 
green,  very  frequently  bloody;  and,  in  a 
few  inftances*  much  inclining  to  black,  and 
of  an  oily  confidence.  Its  fmell  was  gene¬ 
rally  offenfive  in  the  higheft  degree. 

Conftipation  almofi:  univerfally  prevailed, 
and  appeared  to  arife  from  a  fufpenfion  of 
tone  in  the  inteftinal  canal ;  for*  upon  ex¬ 
citing  the  fibres  to  a£t,  a  redundant  evacua¬ 
tion  was  generally  the  cohfequence.  The 
faeces*  at  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe, 
were  feldom  very  fcetid;  but*  during  its  pro- 
grefs,  became  exceflively  fo  ;  and,  a  little 
before  death,  \Vhen  they  were  difcharged  in- 
fenfibly*  the  fmell  was  intolerable.  The 
colour  and  appearance  of  the  difcharge  varied 
much,  from  a  yellow,  or  a  yellowifh  white, 

G  2  to 


I  GO 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  II. 

black;  and,  from  a  confiderable  degree  of 
thicknefs,  to  the  exact  appearance  of  coffee 
grounds. 

The  third,  in  general,  was  not  confider¬ 
able  ;  it  was,  however,  a  bad  fign  when  it 
ceafed,  efpecially  if  at  the  fame  time  the 
tongue  appeared  parched,  cracked,  and  black. 

A  principal  diftindion,  according  to  Dr. 
Chifholm,  between  this  difeafe  and  the  ty¬ 
phus  i&erodes,  is  the  yellow  fuffufion,  which, 
in  the  former,  very  feldom  happened  ;  while, 
in  the  latter,  it  is  almoft  always  prefent.  He 
however  obferves,  that,  in  fome  protracted 
cafes  on  fhore,  and,  in  fome  of  the  failors, 
where  there  might  have  been  a  combination 
of  the  peflilential  and  yellow  fevers,  this 
fymptom  appeared  about  the  fifth,  feventh, 
or  ninth  day. 

Dr.  Chifholm  is  of  opinion,  that  the  con¬ 
tagion  always  acted  within  four  days  from  its 
application  to  the  body  ;  and  his  fituation  af¬ 
forded  him  many  opportunities  of  knowing 
this  with  fufficient  exa&nefs. 

Another  point  of  great  importance  is,  the 
afcertaining  the  diftance  at  which  it  is  poflible 
to  communicate  contagion.  The  refult  of 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Chifholirds  inquiries  and  obfervations,  on 
this  fubjed,  amounted  to  the  following  fads: 
j/?,  That  tliofe,  who  mold  carefully  avoided 
the  houfes  where  the  infedion  was,  were  the 
mofl  certain  to  efcape.  2 dly,  That  when  the 
difeafe  was  in  a  houfe,  avoiding  the  chamber 
of  the  Tick  prevented  infedion.  3 dly9  That 
merely  entering  the  chamber  of  the  Tick, 
without  approaching  near  to  the  difeafed  per- 
fon,  never  communicated  infedion.  4 tbly% 
That  approaching  fo  near  to  the  difeafed  per- 
fon,  as  to  be  fenfible  of  the  foetor  of  his 
breath,  or,  of  the  peculiar  fmell  which  is  al¬ 
ways  emitted  from  the  bodies  of  the  Tick,  in 
this  difeafe,  or  touching  the  bed  clothes,  on 
which  he  lay,  generally  occafioned  naufea, 
flight  rigors,  and  often  headach,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment,  and,  fome  hours  afterwards,  produced 
the  difeafe  itfelf.  5/^/y,  That  adual  contad, 
fo  that  the  perfpired  fluid  of  the  fick  perfon 
might  adhere  to  the  hands,  &c.  of  the  healthy 
perfon,  more  certainly  produced  the  difeafe* 
6thly ,  That  touching  the  wearing  apparel  of 
a  perfon,  aduaily  difeafed,  or  who  had  juft 
recovered  from  the  difeafe,  communicated  in¬ 
fedion,  as  certainly  as  adual  contad  of  the 
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fkin.  Jthly,  That  frequently  the  merely  pafs- 
ing  an  infe&ed  perfon,  or  one  who  wore  the 
clothes  he  had  on,  when  labouring  under 
the  difeafe,  if  the  effluvia,  proceeding  from 
them,  were  blown  upon  him,  produced  the 
difeafe. 

From  all  thefe  obfervations.  Dr.  Chifholm 
thinks  it  evident,  that  the  infe&ious  effluvia 
do  not  extend  themfelves  beyond  a  limited 
diftance  from  the  perfon  or  thing,  from  which 
they  are  emitted;  and  that  this  diftance  may 
be  fixed,  at  the  utmoft,  from  fix  to  ten  feet. 

The  danger,  which  attended  the  opening  of 
bodies,  prevented  Dr.  Chifholm  from  extend¬ 
ing  his  inquiries  far  in  that  way.  He  opened 
only  five,  and  he  prefents  us  with  an  account 
of  the  appearances  which  he  difcovered  in 
thefe.  Three  of  them  were  failors,  who  died 
on  the  fifth  day,  and  laboured  under  the 
worft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  In  one  of 
them,  it  began  and  terminated  in  convulfive 
affe&ions.  In  his  body,  the  inteftines  were 
much  inflated,  inflamed,  and  fphacelated, 
particularly  the  duodenum,  a  little  beyond 
the  pylorus  ;  the  liver  had  fhrunk  to  lefs  than 
one  half  its  natural  fize,  was  uncommonly 
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flaccid*  and  of  a  colour  nearly  approaching 
to  buff ;  the  gall  bladder  was  flaccid,  and 
contained  a  fmall  quantity  of  very  dark  co¬ 
loured  ropy  bile.  The  fpleen  and  pancreas 
were  in  a  natural  ftate ;  but  the  lungs  were 
highly  inflamed,  and  of  a  livery  texture  and 
hue,  though  no  fymptom  of  marked  pulmo¬ 
nary  affection  could  be  perceived,  during  the 
exiftence  of  the  difeafe.  The  bladder  con¬ 
tained  nearly  three  quarts  of  urine ;  it  was 
dilated  to  a  confiderable  lize,  and  its  coats 
much  thickened.  The  patient  had  been  much 
tormented  with  pain  through  the  pelvis,  and 
an  almoft  total  fupprefiion  of  urine. 

■  The  fecond  who  had  been  feized  with  the 
difeafe,  under  the  form  of  an  aguifli  pa- 
roxyfm,  died  ftrongly  convulfed.  The  vifcera, 
in  general,  were  in  the  fame  ftate,  particu¬ 
larly  the  liver.  All  the  veffels  of  the  inteftines 
were  uncommonly  turgid.  The  right  kid¬ 
ney  was  mortified,  although,  during  his  ill- 
nefs,  no  fymptom  of  inflammation  of  that 
organ  was  perceived.  The  quantity  of  urine 
was  fmall,  and  the  bladder  a  good  deal  en¬ 
larged,  and  much  thickeneif. 

In 
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In  the  third  and  fourth,  the  appearances  in 
the  abdomen  and  thorax  were  very  much  the 
fame,  as  in  thofe  already  mentioned.  But, 
in  thefe  cafes,  Dr.  Chifholm  alfo  examined 
the  brain,  and  found  it  confiderably  affe&ed. 
In  one  of  them,  a  young  man,  about  eighteen 
years  of  age,  belonging  to  the  artillery,  the 
quantity  of  blood  in  the  brain  was  furprifingly 
great ;  for,  exclufive  of  what  was  loft  in  open¬ 
ing  the  cranium,  fully  two  pounds  were  col¬ 
lected.  In  the  left  ventricle,  the  quantity  of 
water  was  alfo  confiderable,  but  there  was 
none  in  the  right.  The  fourth  ventricle  con¬ 
tained  a  larger  quantity  than  ordinary,  but 
the  plexus  choroides  was  almoft  obliterated. 

In  the  fifth  body  opened,  a  young  man  of 
the  royal  artillery,  who  died  in  twenty-nine 
hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  fever, 
the  appearance  of  the  vifcera  was  exactly  the 
fame,  as  in  thofe  already  defcribed. 

‘In  treating  of  the  nature  of  this  malignant 
fever,  Dr.  Chifholm  judictoufly  points  out 
many  circumftances,  in  which  it  differs  effen- 
tially  from  the  typhus  iflerodes,  or  yellow 
fever  of  the  Weft  Indies.  The  yellow  fever, 
he  obferves,  is  endemic  and  fporadic ;  the 

other 
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other  epidemic,  and  imported  from  another 
country:  the  one  is  evidently  caufed  by 
marfli  effluvia,  heat,  violent  exercife  in  that 
heat,  night  air  and  dews,  and  the  abufe  of 
fpirituous  liquors ;  the  other,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  is  caufed  by  contagion  alone.  While 
the  peftilential  fever  was  evidently  highly 
contagious,  Dr.  Chifholm  allures  us,  that  of 
the  numerous  inftances  of  yellow  fever,  of 
which  he  has  had  occafion  to  treat,  he  has 
never  once  known  it  to  be  contagious,  It 
has  always  been  evidently  produced  by  fome 
one  or  other  of  the  caufes  above-mentioned  5 
and  other  perfons,  on  board  the  fame  fhips, 
or  in  the  fame  houfes,  have  continued  in 
perfefl  health.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore, 
judging  from  the  remote  and  proximate 
caufes,  from  the  fymptoms,  and  from  the 
diffe&ions,  he  is  inclined  to  confider  the  fe¬ 
ver,  introduced  into  the  Weft  Indies  from 
Boullatn,  as  truly  peftilential,  and  differing 
from  the  plague,  ftriftly  fo  called,  only  in 
not  always  exhibiting  the  fymptoms,  that  are 
faid  to  be  peculiar  to  that  malady. 

It  appeared  evident  to  Dr.  Chilholm,  that 
the  firft  ftage  of  [his  fever  was  an  inflamma¬ 
tory 
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tory  diathefis,  in  which  the  tendency  to  gan¬ 
grene  was  much  greater,  than  in  any  other 
difeafe  he  had  ever  met  with.  And  it  was, 
he  thinks,  no  lefs  evident,  that  this  flage  was 
fucceeded  by  one  in  which  nervous  excite- 
jnent  and  a  putrefcent  diathefis  were  equally 
remarkable,  and  equally  tended,  with  an 
uncommon  rapidity,  to  the  difiolution  of  the* 
patient.  It  was  alfo,  he  obferves,  evident, 
that  thefe  diathefes  had  an  extraordinary  ap¬ 
titude  to  run  into  each  other,  without  {hew¬ 
ing  any  diftinft  termination  of  the  one,  or 
acceflion  of  the  other  ;  and  it  appeared,  that 
the  imprudent  ufe  of  the  means  of  obviating 
either  of  thefe  ftates,  inevitably  haflened  the 
progrefs  of  the  other,  to  its  peculiar  termi¬ 
nation.  From  thefe  data,  the  following  indi¬ 
cations  naturally  refulted  : 

17?,  To  difcharge,  from  the  ftomach  and 
inteflines,  acrid  and  offenfive  humours. 

2^/y,  To  obviate  inflammatory  diathefis, 
without  producing  a  tendency  to  putrefcence. 

3^/y,  To  moderate  the  tendency  to  putre- 
icence,  and  to  obviate  it  when  a&ually  pre- 
fent. 
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4 thly.  To  reftore  tone  and  energy  to  the 
fyftem. 

With  the  view  of  fulfilling  the  firft  of 
thefe  indications 5  Dr.  Chifholm  had  recourfe 
to  a  remedy,  formed  of  an  ounce  and  a  half 
of  the  foda  vitriolata,  and  two  grains  of  the 
antimonium  tartarifatum,  diflblved  in  a  pound 
and  a  half  of  pure  cold  water.  Of  this  fo* 
lution,  a  large  wine  giafsfal  was  given,  every 
hour,  to  the  patient,  until  a  fufficient  effed 
was  produced,  or  till  the  whole  was  taken. 
The  two  firft  glafsfuls  generally  operated  as 
an  emetic,  and  fully  evacuated  the  ftomach. 
The  medicine,  after  this,  aded  on  the  intef- 
tines,  and  excited  a  copious  difcharge  of 
their  contents.  If,  at  the  fame  time,  a  dia- 
phorefis  broke  out,  which  was  commonly  the 
cafe,  the  patient  found  himfelf  confiderably 
relieved.  By  this  pradice  alone,  in  feveral 
inftances  where  Dr.  ChilholnTs  afliftance  was 
called  for  very  early,  he  had  often  the  Tatis- 
fadion  of  feeing  a  fpeedy  and  complete  ter* 
mination  put  to  the  complaint. 

'To  fulfil  the  fecond  indication  was,  Dr. 
Chifholm  obferves,  infinitely  more  difficult ; 
#nd  he  indeed  confjders  the  fate  of  the  pa¬ 
tient 
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tient  as  altogether  depending  on  the  judicious 
fele&iofl.  of  means  for  removing  the  inflam¬ 
matory,  without  producing  a  tendency  to 
the  putrefcent  diathefis.  In  this  difeafe,  the 
ardent  heat  of  the  furface,  the  opprefTed  hard 
pulfe,  the  pain  of  the  fide,  the  oppreffion  at 
the  praecordia,  the  headach,  and  throbbing 
at  the  temples,  feemed  ftrongly  to  indicate 
the  ufe  of  bleeding.  But,  although  the  blood, 
drawn  in  the  cafes  where  this  remedy  was 
employed,  was  remarkably  florid,  and  al¬ 
ways  threw  up  an  inflammatory  cruft,  of 
greater  or  lefs  thicknefs,  and  although  the 
pains  feemed  to  undergo  a  temporary  mitiga¬ 
tion,  yet  the  confequence,  at  the  expiration 
of  a  few  hours,  \vas,  he  tells  us,  always 
fatal. 

Finding  that -bleeding  was,  on  no  account, 
admiftible,  and  that  differ’ent  antiphlogiftics, 
which  he  ufed,  were  totally  ineffectual.  Dr. 
Chifholm  had  recourfe  to  mercury.  He  em¬ 
ployed  pills,  compofed  of  five  grains  of  calo¬ 
mel,  two  of  antimonial  powder,  and  one  of 
opium.  This  was  repeated  to  the  fame  extent, 
eight  times  in  twenty- four  hours.  The  pro¬ 
priety  of  this  practice  was  juflified  by  the 
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fuccefs.  for  if  falivation  was  fpeedily  raifed, 
the  danger  was  removed,  and  the  patient  re¬ 
covered.  And  to  effect  this,  in  feveral  in- 
flances,  it  was  puihed  to  an  incredible  length, 
with  aftonifhing  fuccefs.  To  fome  patients 
fully  four  hundred  grains  of  calomel  were  gi¬ 
ven,  before  the  falivary  glands  were  affeded. 

Dr.  Chifholm  was  inclined  to  think,  that 
mercury,  v/hen  puffied  to  falivation,  brought 
about  a  change  in  the  fy Item,  which  obviated 
inflammatory  diathefis,  without  weakening, 
in  a  dangerous  degree,  the  powers  of  the 
living  principle.  This  opinion  he  has  been 
inclined  to  adopt,  by  what  has  uniformly 
happened  to  thofe  who  have  been  cured  of 
hepatitis  by  falivation,  their  ftrength  having 
been  comparatively  encreafed,  after  the  mer¬ 
cury  had  ceafed  to  ad.  And,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  rapid  courfe  of  this  fever,  he  found 
that  falivation  was  often  induced  early  enough 
to  fave  the  patient.  For,  though  in  other 
climates  its  adion  may  be  tardy,  yet  in  a 
warm  climate,  no  fuch  difficulty,  in  general, 
exifts. 

But,  independent  of  all  reafoning,  the 
fuccefs  attending  the  ufe  of  mercury,  in  this 
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fever,  was  an  irrefiftible  argument  for  the 
employment  of  it.  And  this  was  demon- 

ftrated,  not  only  by  the  experience  of  Dn 

» 

Chiiholm,  but  alfo  of  other  pra&itioners; 
Mr.  White,  in  particular,  who  had  the  charge 
of  the  Tick  of  the  45th  regiment,  and  who, 
on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Chiiholm, 
had  recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  mercury,  declared, 
that  he  did  not  lofe,  afterwards,  one  man,  who 
had  taken  a  fufficient  quantity  of  calomel,  to 
excite  falivation.  Both  Dr.  Chiiholm  and 
Mr.White  were  themfelves  ftriking  inftances 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  practice.  They  were 
both  dangeroufly  ill,  and  cured  by  falivation 
being  excited. 

In  this  fever.  Dr.  Chifholm  found  blitters 
of  little  or  no  ufe,  at  any  period  of  the 
difeafe,  or  wherever  applied.  He  had  re* 
peatedly  recourfe  to  this  practice,  to  mitigate 
headach,  to  leffen  pain,  to  remove  itritabi- 
lity  of  the  ftomach,  and  to  raife  the  vital 
powers  in  the  low  comatofe  ftate,  but  always 
'without  fuccefs,  excepting  in  two  cafes.  In 
one  of  thefe,  the  irritability  of  the  ftomach 
was  completely  removed,  by  a  blitter  applied 
to  the  fcrobiculus  cordis :  In  the  other,  from 
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a  blifter  applied  between  the  fhoulders,  the 
effect  was  wonderful.  The  difcharge  was  un¬ 
commonly  large,  black,  and  foetid  in  an  in¬ 
tolerable  degree.  The  inftant  this  took  place* 
the  patient  became  better,  and  foon  after  re¬ 
covered,  without  the  ufe  of  any  other  remedy. 
Dr.  Chifholm  was  alfo  informed,  by  a  medi¬ 
cal  gentleman  of  the  67th  regiment,  that  in 
his  own  cafe,  as  well  as  thofe  of  four  or  five 
foldiers,  he  experienced  extraordinary  relief 
from  the  application  of  a  blifter  to  the  fore 
part  of  the  head.  But  as,  in  his  own  practice, 
they  were  very  generally  employed  without 
fuccefs,  he  thinks  it  difficult  to  account  for  fo 
great  a  difference  of  the  refult,  on  any  other 
footing,  than  that  thefe  cafes  of  the  difeafe 
were  lefs  violent,  than  moft  of  the  inftances 
which  occurred  to  him. 

The  fuddennefs  of  the  changes,  in  this 
fever,  and  the  apparent  finking  of  the  vital 
powers,  a  few  hours  after  the  acceffion  of  the 
fever,  might  naturally.  Dr.  Chiffiolm  ob- 
ferves,  have  led  to  the  belief,  that  in  this 
fever,  tonics,  antifeptics,  and  the  whole  tribe 
of  cordials,  could  alone  be  ufeful.  But  innu¬ 
merable  inftances,  he  tells  us,  occurred,  de- 
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monftrating  the  fatal  confequence  of  this 
pradlice.  And  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark, 
immediately  after  the  operation  of  evacuating 
medicines*  was  hurtful  in  the  extreme.  In 
every  cafe,  where  falivation  took  place,  little 
farther  was  required,  than  the  plentiful  ufe  of 
nourilhing  fimple  food  and  wines.  But  when 
the  mercury  had  not  this  effect,  or  when  its 
operation  was  tardy,  it  was  neceffary,  Dr. 
Chifhoitn  tells  us,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark.  In  this  fever,  however,  the  bark, 
we  are  informed,  was  extremely  difagreeable 
to  the  patient ;  and  the  irritability  of  the 
llomach  was  fo  great,  that  it  could  very  rarely 
be  retained. 

Opium,  fo  often  ufefui  in  other  fevers,  at¬ 
tended  with  irritability  of  the  ftomach,  was, 
in  this,  Dr.  Chifhoitn  obferves,  feldoin  bene¬ 
ficial.  Vitriolic  aether  was,  he  tells  us,  the 
only  medicine  permanently  ufefui,  in  enabling 
the  ftomach  to  receive  and  retain  Peruvian 
bark  :  and  a  few  cafes  occurred,  in  Dr.  Chif- 
holm’s  practice,  in  which  he  thinks  the  cure 
was  completed  by  cether  alone.  He  gave 
cether  in  the  following  manner  :  After  allow¬ 
ing  the  patient  to  remain  undifturbed  for 
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about  an  hour,  he  exhibited  a  tea  fpoonful  of 
the  aether,  in  about  half  a  wine  glafsful  of 
cold  water.  After  this,  the  patient  was  kept 
undifturbed  for  two  hours,  when  the  dofe 
was  repeated  ;  and,  in  this  manner,  it  was 
continued  every  two  or  three  hours,  till  the 
fpafm  of  the  ftomach  was  entirely  overcome. 
iEther  given  in  this  manner,  Dr.  Chifholm 
found  extremely  grateful  to  the  patient ;  and, 
he  adds,  that  thirft,  naufea,  and  oppreffion, 
have  often  fled  before  it. 

Dr.  Chifholm  made  a  trial,  in  this  difeafe, 
of  the  practice  mentioned  by  Dr.  Guthrie,  as 
having  been  found  mofl  fuccefsful  againft 
the  plague,  by  the  Ruffian  Phyficians.  But, 
as  the  number  of  unfuccefsful  cafes  was  equal 
to  that  of  recoveries,  he  had  no  encourage- 
ment  to  proceed. 

Among  other  remedies,  Dr.  Chifholm  made 
trial  alfo  of  the  Anguftura  bark.  As  this  me¬ 
dicine  poffefTes  a  pungent  and  fpicy  tafle, 
Dr.  Chifholm  hoped,  that,  b|  ftimulating  the 
ftomach,  and  thereby  obviating  fpafm,  it 
might  have  a  better  chance  of  being  retain¬ 
ed,  than  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  operate 
powerfully  as  an  antifeptic  and  tonic.  He 
Vol.  X.  Dec.  II.  II  gave 
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gave  this  remedy  in  twelve  cafes  :  five  of 
thefe  were  foldiers  of  the  Royal  Artillery ; 
and  the  remaining  feven,  inhabitants,  or  Tail¬ 
ors.  All  the  foldiers  recovered  with  remark¬ 
able  rapidity.  Of  the  other  patients,  three 
recovered.  So  that,  of  the  twelve  patients, 
with  whom  it  was  tried,  only  one  in  three 
died.  It  appeared,  therefore,  to  be  evidently 
a  more  fuitable  medicine  than  the  Peruvian 
bark.  Previous  to  its  ufe.  Dr.  Chifholm  had 
always  recourfe  to  the  evacuants  already 
mentioned.  He  then  gave  the  powder  of 
the  Anguftura  bark,  mixed  with  water,  to 
the  extent  of  a  fcruple,  every  hour,  or  two 
fcruples  in  three  hours.  And,  in  all  the  cafes 
which  recovered,  an  almoft  immediate  change 
took  place.  Inftead  of  the  heat  being  in- 
creafed,and  the  furface  becoming  dry,  which 
too  often  followed  the  early  ufe  of  Peruvian 
bark,  an  agreeable  glow,  an  increale  of 
warm  fweat,  and  a  diminution  of  pain  wrere 
the  confequences. 

With  regard  to  the  fourth  indication,  the 
reftoration  of  tone  and  energy  to  the  fyftem, 
when  the  patient  was  in  a  (late  of  recovery, 
change  of  air  and  fuitable  diet  were  the 

means 
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means,  which  he  found  mofl  ufefuh  For, 
contrary  to  what  is  obferved  in  mofl  other 
febrile  difeafes,  Peruvian  bark  was  here  ei¬ 
ther  ufelefs  or  hurtful. 

As  long  as  the  patient  remained  in  the  in- 
felled  room,  although  all  the  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe  had  disappeared,  the  progrefs  of  re¬ 
covery  was  remarkably  flow.  Extreme  de¬ 
bility  was  the  immediate  confequence  of  the 
difeafe,  in  all  cafes.  But  this  convalefcent 
debility  was,  Dr.  Chifholm  tells  us,  of 
much  fhorter  duration,  after  treatment  with 
mercury,  than  any  other.  Of  all  the  means 
of  recovery  from  this  flate,  change  of  air  and 
fituation  were  the  mofl  efficacious. 

Suitable  diet  was  the  next  means  of  re- 
floring  the  tone  and  energy  to  the  fyflem. 
As  foon  as  figns  of  recovery  took  place,  the 
great  object  was,  to  feleft  fuch  articles  of 
food,  as  were  mofl  palatable,  mofl  Ample, 
mofl  nourifhing,  and  of  fmalleft  bulk.  Sa¬ 
go,  panada,  and  the  preparation  of  the  In¬ 
dian  arrow  root,  with  a  large  proportion 
of  Madeira  wine,  were  by  far  the  befl.  To 
thefe,  therefore,  with  occasionally  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  foft,  frefh  egg,  Dr.  Chifholm  con¬ 
fined  his  convalefcents.  All  the  convalef- 
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cents  were  uncommonly  fond  of  porter  and 
fmall  beer  ;  and,  as  thefe  always  agreed  well 
with  the  ftomach,  he  generally  indulged  them 
in  the  liberal  ufe  of  thefe  liquors.  Riding, 
alfo,  and  moderate  exercife,  of  any  kind,  con¬ 
tributed  very  much  to  the  reftoration  of 
health. 

During  the  prevalence  of  fuch  a  fever, 
the  great  prophyla&ics,  according  to  Dr. 
Chifholm,  are  temperature  in  eating  and 
drinking,  regularity  in  exercife,  the  proper 
diftribution  of  time,  with  refpeft  to  deep 
and  watching,  attention  to  cleanlinefs  of 
perfon,  and  the  avoiding  fuch  gratifications 
as  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  the  vital 
powers. 

After  thefe  general  obfervations,  farther 
to  illuftrate  the  hiftory  of  this  malignant, 
peflilential  fever,  and  throw  additional  light 
on  the  mode  of  treatment.  Dr.  Chifholm  gives 
a  particular  account  of  fifteen  cafes,  feledled 
from  many  hundred,  which  fell  under  his  ob- 
fervation.  For  thefe,  however,  we  muff  refer 
our  readers  to  the  work  itfelf,  which,  as  con¬ 
taining  much  important  information,  refpe£i> 
ing  this  dreadful  difeafe,  mayjuftly  be  confi- 
dered,  as  well  deferving  a  careful  perufal. 
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An  Account  of  the  Bilious  Remitting  Yellow 


Fever ,  as  it  appeared  at  Philadelphia ,  in  the 
year  1793.  Bv  Benjamin  Rulh,  M.  D.  Pro- 
feffor  of  the  Inilitutes,  and  of  Clinical  Me¬ 
dicine,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania. 
8vo.  Philadelphia, 


HE  learned  and  indefatigable  author  of 


the  treatife,  now  before  us,  has  had  too 
many  opportunities  of  witneffing  the  fatal 
difeafe,  an  account  of  which  is  here  prefented 
to  the  public.  And  his  philanthropic  exertions, 
in  the  line  of  his  profeffion,  give  him  an  un- 
queftionable  title  to  no  uncommon  lhare  of 
merit.  We  mull,  however,  obferve,  that  we 
can  by  no  means  adopt  all  his  fentiments  or 
reafoning  on  this  fubjeft.  It  is  not,  however, 
our  intention  here,  to  enter  into  any  minute 
examination  of  his  opinions  ;  or  to  give  any 
particular  account  of  thofe  controverfies, 
which  were  carried  on  between  Dr.  Rufli 


and  feme  other  pra&itioners  of  Philadelphia, 
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in  a  manner  ill  fuited  to  a  fubjett  of  fuch  fe- 
rious  concern.  We  {hall  here  chiefly  confine 
ourfelves  to  a  faithful  detail  of  thofe  practices, 
which  Dr.  Rufh,  from  extenfive  experience, 
found  to  be  mofl  fuccefsful  in  combating  this 
affection.  We  may  only  briefly  obferve,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  arguments,  which  Dr. 
Rufh  has  brought  to  prove,  that  this  difeafe 
originated  in  Philadelphia,  from  a  quantity 
of  damaged  coffee,  it  appears  to  us  much 
more  probable,  as  was  decidedly  the  opinion 
of  the  College  of  Fhyficians  of  Philadelphia, 
that  the  contagion  was  imported,  about  the 
beginning  of  Auguft,  1793;  firfl:,  becaufe 
it  is  certain,  that  a  difeafe  in  every  refpedl 
fimilar,  and  marked  by  a  fimilar  mortality, 
had,  for  feveral  months  before,  prevailed  in 
feveral  of  the  Weft  Indian  iflands,  to  which, 
as  appears  by  Dr.  Chifholm’s  excellent  trea- 
tife,  it  had  alfo  been  imported  from  Africa  ; 
and,  fecondly,  Dr.  Rufli  himfelf  allows,  that 
this  difeafe  made  its  dreadful  ravages,  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia, in  confequence  of  being  propagated, 
not  from  the  original  exhalation,  which  he 
fuppofes  at  firfl  gave  rife  to  it,  but  from  one 
individual  to  another,  by  contagion,  which 
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indeed  he  too  feverely  felt  from  his  own  per- 
fonal  experience. 

Of  Dr.  Rufh’s  theoretical  opinions,  re- 
fpe&ing  the  manner  in  which  this  contagion 
operated  on  the  human  body,  after  the  re¬ 
marks  which  we  have  already  offered  on  his 
dodtrine,  concerning  pulmonary  confumption, 
it  is  perhaps  unneceffary  to  fay  any  thing. 
We  fliall  only  obferve,  that  thole  who  fup- 
pofe,  they  have  a  fatisfa&ory  explanation  of 
the  operation  of  fevery  caufe  of  difeafe,  and 
of  every  remedy,  from  its  either  increafing 
or  diminifhing  excitement,  exhaulting  or  ac¬ 
cumulating  irritability,  deceive  themfelves 
mod  egregioully.  This  is  inconteftibly  de^ 
mondrated,  by  what  we  obferve  of  conta¬ 
gious  difeafes,  particularly  the  febrile  conta¬ 
gions.  Thus,  it  mull  be  univerfally  admitted, 
the  fmall-pox  never  is  produced  by  any  other 
caufe  whatever,  but  the  introduction  of  a  pe¬ 
culiar  and  fpecific  contagious  matter  into  the 
body  ;  and  that  this  fpecific  contagion  never 
produces,  in  the  firlt  inftance  at  lead,  any 
other  difeafe  but  fmall-pox.  In  like  manner, 
we  have  the  ftrongefl  reafons  for  believing, 
that  the  contagion,  giving  rife  to  this  pefti- 
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lential  fever,  never  produced  any  other  af¬ 
fection,  excepting  as  a  fequela  of  the  primary 
difeafe;  and,  that  the  difeafe  itfelf  never  arofe 
from  any  other  caufe,  but  from  this  fpecific 
contagion  :  yet,  innumerable  other  caufes 
daily  give  rife  to  every  poffible  degree,  either 
of  increafed  or  diminifhed  excitement.  Al¬ 
though,  therefore,  various  conditions  of  the 
body,  induced  by  many  different  caufes,  may 
tend  either  to  forward,  or  retard  the  peculiar 
aCtion  of  the  contagion,  yet,  as  no  other  caufe 
can  induce  the  difeafe,  we  mud  neceffarily 
hold  all  that  has  been  faid,  as  to  its  ope¬ 
ration,  arifing  from  its  inducing  either  direCt 
or  indirect  debility,  to  be  chimerical  and 
erroneous.  For,  were  the  doCtrine  well 
founded,  not  only  the  fever,  which  is  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  prefent  publication,  but  alfo 
fmall-pox,  mealies,  and  various  other  affec¬ 
tions  of  a  fimilar  nature,  fhould  every  day, 
and  in  all  nations,  be  induced  by  different 
caufes.  Inconteftabie  faCts,  however,  afford 
the  cleared  demondration,  that  this  never 
has  been  the  cafe. 

But  although  we  cannot  affent  to  many  of 
Dr.  Rufh’s  opinions,  refpeCting  the  origin  of 
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this  contagion,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
operated  on  the  human  body ;  yet,  his  obferva- 
tions  refpeCting  the  method  of  cure,  founded 
on  extenfive  experience,  well  deferve  the  at¬ 
tention  of  every  medical  practitioner.  And 
of  this  we  fhall  here  endeavour  to  give  a  fhort 
account.  In  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  fever  in  Philadelphia, 
Dr.  Rufh  employed,  with  fuccefs,  gentle  pur¬ 
ges  ;  but,  after  the  20th  of  that  month,  find¬ 
ing,  that  they  were  not  productive  of  the 
wifhed-for  effeCts,  he  laid  them  afide,  and  had 
recourfe  to  a  gentle  vomit  of  ipecacuanha,  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  fever,  and  to  the  ufual 
remedies  for  exciting  the  aCtion  of  the  fan- 
guiferous  fyftem.  He  gave  the  Peruvian  bark, 
in  all  its  ufual  forms  of  infufion,  powder,  and 
tinCture.  He  joined  it  with  wine,  brandy, 
and  aromatics.  He  applied  blifters  to  the 
limbs,  neck,  and  head.  Finding  all  thefe 
ineffectual,  he  attempted  to  roufe  the  fyftem 
by  wrapping  the  whole  body  in  blankets  dipt 
in  warm  vinegar.  To  thefe  practices,  he  add¬ 
ed  one  more,  he  rubbed  the  right  fide  with 
mercurial  ointment,  with  a  view  of  exciting 
the  aCtion  of  the  veffels  in  the  whole  fyf¬ 
tem, 
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tern,  through  the  medium  of  the  liver,  which 
he  then  fuppofed  to  be  principally,  though 
fymptomatically,  affeCted  by  the  difeafe.  None 
of  thefe  remedies,  however,  appeared  to  be 
of  any  fervice.  For,  although  three  out  of 
thirteen  recovered,  to  whom  they  were  ap¬ 
plied,  yet  he  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  they 
would  have  recovered  much  fooner,  had  the 
cure  been  trufted  to  nature. 

Perplexed  and  diftreffed  by  his  want  of 
fuccefs  in  the  treatment  of  this  fever.  Dr. 
Rulh  waited  upon  Dr.  Stevens,  an  eminent 
and  refpeCtable  phyfician  from  St.  Croix,  who 
happened  to  be  at  that  time  in  Philadelphia  ; 
and  alked  for  fuch  advice  and  information 
upon  the  fubject  of  the  difeafe,  as  his  prac¬ 
tice  in  the  Weft  Indies  would  naturally  fug- 
geft. 

His  information  to  Dr.  Rufh  was,  that  he 
had  long  laid  afide  evacuations  of  all  kinds  in 
the  yellow  fever  ;  that  he  had  found  them  to 
be  hurtful,  and  that  the  difeafe  yielded  more 
readily  to  Peruvian  bark,  wine,  and,  above 
all,  to  the  life  of  the  cold  baths.  He  advifed 
the  bark  to  be  given  in  large  quantities,  by 
glyfter,  as  well  as  by  the  mouth ;  and  he  di¬ 
rected 
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reded  buckets  full  of  cold  water  to  be  thrown 
frequently  on  the  patients,  after  laying  them 
in  a  proper  vefTel. 

The  next  day  after  this  interview.  Dr.  Rufli 
began  the  ufe  of  each  of  thefe  pradices,  with 
great  confidence  of  fuccefs.  He  prefcribed 
Peruvian  bark  in  large  quantities ;  and,  in  one 
cafe,  he  ordered  bark  injedions  every  four 
hours.  But  he  had  the  mortification  to  find, 
that  the  bark  was  either  offenfive  to  the  fto- 
mach,  or  rejeded  by  it,  in  every  cafe  in  which 
he  prefcribed  it.  The  application  of  the  cold 
water  was  in  general  grateful,  and  in  feveral 
cafes  produced  relief,  by  inducing  a  moifture 
on  the  fkin ;  and,  for  fome  time,  he  had  hopes 
of  benefit  from  it.  But,  he  was  foon  diftreff- 
ed  to  find  this  plan  not  more  effedual,  than 
thofe  which  he  had  previoufly  ufed.  And,  of 
the  patients,  to  whom  the  cold  bath  was  ad- 
miniftered,  in  addition  to  the  other  remedies 
recommended  by  Dr.  Stevens,  three  out  of 
four  died  of  the  difeafe. 

Baffled  in  thefe  attempts  to  flop  the  ravages 
of  this  fever,  from  farther  refledion  on  the 
fubjed,  and  the  perufal  of  a  manufcript  ac¬ 
count  of  the  yellow  fever,  as  it  prevailed  in 
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Virginia,  in  the  year  1741,  Dr.  Rufh  refolved 
to  try  the  effects  of  copious  evacuation  by 
purging  ;  and,  to  this  he  was  encouraged 
from  the  account  given,  of  the  benefit  derived 
from  purging,  by  Sir  John  Pringle,  Dr.  Cleg- 
horn,  and  Dr.  Balfour,  in  difeafes  of  the  fame 
dafs  with  the  yellow  fever. 

He  refolved,  on  mature  deliberation,  to 
make  trial  of  a  purgative,  which  he  had  of¬ 
ten  feen  employed  in  bilious  fever,  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Young  ;  ten  grains  of  calomel  com¬ 
bined  with  as  much  powder  of  jallap.  But, 
finding  ten  grains  of  jallap  infufficient  to  car¬ 
ry  the  calomel  through  the  bowels,  in  the  ra¬ 
pid  manner  he  wilhed,  he  added  fifteen  grains 
of  the  former  to  ten  of  the  latter.  But,  find¬ 
ing  that  even  this  dofe  was  flow  and  uncer¬ 
tain,  in  its  operation,  he  iffued  to  his  patients 
three  dofes,  each  confiding  of  fifteen  grains 
of  jallap  and  ten  of  calomel ;  and  directed  one 
to  be  given  every  fix  hours,  till  they  procured 
four  or  five  large  evacuations.  The  effect  of 
this  powder,  he  tells  us,  not  only  anfwered, 
but  far  exceeded  his  expectations  ;  for,  it  per¬ 
fectly  cured  four,  out  of  the  firft  five  patients, 
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to  whom  he  gave  it,  though  fome  of  then* 
were  advanced  feveral  days  in  the  diforder. 

After  fuch  proof  of  the  fafety  and  fuccefs 
of  this  purgative,  Dr.  Rufh  gave  it  afterwards 
with  confidence.  He  imparted  the  prefcription 
to  the  College  of  Phyficians,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  and  he  endeavoured  to  remove 
the  fears  of  his  fellow-citizens,  by  alluring 
them,  that  the  difeafe  was  no  longer  incu¬ 
rable.  Many  other  pra&itioners,  the  names 
of  eight  of  whom  he  particularly  mentions, 
immediately  adopted  the  pra&ice  with  equal 
fuccefs. 

Dr.  Rufh  did  not,  however,  he  tells  us,  rely 
upon  purging  alone,  to  cure  the  difeafe.  His 
theory  led  him  to  the  ufe  of  other  remedies, 
to  abflracl  excefs  of  flimulus  from  the  fyflem. 
Thefe  were  blood-letting,  cool  drinks,  low 
diet,  and  the  applications  of  cold  water  to  the 
body. 

According  to  Dr.  Rufh,  the  following  ef- 
fe&s  were  obferved  to  refult  from  purging  in 
this  difeafe. 

\ft .  It  raifed  the  pulfe,  when  low,  and  re¬ 
duced  it,  when  prasternaturally  full. 

2cf,  It  revived  and  (lengthened  the  patient, 

as 
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as  was  evident,  from  the  facility  with  which 
patients,  who  had  ftaggered  to  a  clofe  ftool, 
walked  back  again  to  bed  after  a  copious  eva¬ 
cuation. 

3 d.  It  abated  the  paroxifm  of  the  fever. 

4 th.  It  frequently  produced  fweats,  when 
given  on  the  firft  or  fecond  day  of  the  fever, 
after  the  moft  powerful  fudorifics  had  been 
taken  to  no  purpofe. 

f  t  •{•  ••  7  •  _  '  "V  '  , 

$th.  It  fometimes  checked  the  vomiting, 
which  occurred  in  the  beginning  of  the  dis¬ 
order,  and  it  always  affifted  in  preventing 
the  more  alarming  occurrence  of  that  Symp¬ 
tom,  about  the  4th  or  5th  day. 

6th .  It  removed  obstructions  in  the  lym¬ 
phatic  fyftem. 

yth .  It  prevented,  in  moft  cafes,  a  yellow- 
nefs  of  the  Ikin,  by  discharging  the  bile 
through  the  bowels,  as  foon,  and  as  faft,  as 
it  was  Secreted. 

The  reafons,  which  determined  Dr.  Rufti  to 
have  recourfe  to  blood-letting,  were, 

ift.  The  ftate  of  the  pulfe,  which  became 
more  tenfe,  in  proportion  as  the  weather  be¬ 
came  more  cool. 

2d,  The  appearance  of  a  moift  and  white 
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tongue,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  diforder,  a  cer¬ 
tain  fign  of  an  inflammatory  fever. 

$d.  The  frequency  of  hmmorrhagies  from 
every  part  of  the  body,  and  the  perfed  re¬ 
lief  given  by  them,  in  fome  cafes. 

4 th.  The  fymptoms  of  congeflion  in  the 
brain,  refembling  thofe  which  occur  in  the 
firft  ftage  of  hydrocephalus  internus. 

$th.  The  charader  of  the  difeafes,  which 
had  preceded  the  yellow  fever,  and  were  all 
more  or  lefs  inflammatory. 

6th.  The  warm  and  dry  weather,  which 
had  likewife  preceded  the  fever. 

After  having  begun  to  employ  blood-let¬ 
ting  in  this  difeafe,  Dr.  Rufli  was  encouraged 
to  continue  it,  by  the  appearance  of  the  blood, 
and  by  the  obvious  and  very  great  relief  which 
his  patients  derived  from  it. 

He  gives  the  following  account  of  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  the  blood,  drawn  from  a  vein 
in  this  difeafe. 

i ft.  It  was,  in  the  greateft  number  of  cafes, 
denfe,  and  of  a  fcarlet  colour,  without  any 
reparation  into  craffamentum  and  ferum. 

2d.  There  was,  in  fome  cafes,  a  reparation 

of 
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of  the  blood,  into  crafiamentum  and  yellow 
ferum. 

3 d.  There  were  a  few  cafes,  in  which  this 
feparation  took  place,  and  the  ferum  was  of  a 
natural  colour, 

f' 

4th.  There  were  many  cafes,  in  which  the 
blood  was  as  fizy,  as  in  pneumony  and  rheu- 
matifm. 

5 th.  The  blood  was,  in  fome  inftances  co¬ 
vered  above,  with  a  blue  pellicle  of  fizy 
lymph,  while  the  part,  which  lay  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  bowl,  was  diflfolved, 

6th.  It  was,  in  a  few  inftances,  of  a  dark 
colour,  and  as  fluid  as  molafles. 

yth.  In  fome  patients,  the  blood,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  difeafe,  exhibited  nearly  all  the 

appearances  which  have  been  mentioned. — 

*  * 

They  were  varied,  by  the  time  in  which  the 
blood  was  drawn,  and  by  the  nature  and  force 
of  the  remedies,  which  had  been  ufed  in  the 
diford  er. 

«  1 

Dr.  Rufli  reprefents  the  following  as  be¬ 
ing  the  effeds  of  blood-letting  upon  the  fyf- 

tem. 

j  ft.  It  raifed  the  pulfe,  when  deprefled,  and 
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quickened  it  when  it  was  prematurely  flow, 
or  fubjeft  to  intermiiTions. 

2d.  It  reduced  its  force  and  celerity. 

3d.  It  checked,  in  many  cafes,  the  vomit¬ 
ing,  which  occurred  in  the  beginning  of  the 
'  diforder,  and  thereby  enabled  the  ftomach  to 
retain  the  purging  medicine. 

4 th.  It  leflened  the  difficulty  of  opening 
the  bowels. 

$th.  It  removed  delirium,  coma,  and  obfti- 
nate  watchfulnefs.  It  alfo  prevented  and 
checked  hemorrhagies. 

6th .  It  difpofed,  in  fome  cafes,  to  a  gentle 
perfpiratiom 

>]th.  It  leflened  the  fenfibility  of  the  fyftem  ; 
and  accordingly  patients,  he  tells  us,  fre¬ 
quently  rofe  from  their  beds,  and  walked 
acrofs  their  rooms,  in  a  few  hours  after  the 
operation  had  been  performed. 

8 th.  Therednefs  of  the  eyes  frequently  dif- 
appeared,  in  a  few  hours  after  bleeding. 
gtb.  It  eafed  pain. 

10 th.  But,  in  many  cafes,  it  had  an  effect, 

the  oppofite  of  eafing  pain.  It  frequently  in- 

, 

creafed  it  in  every  part  of  the  body,  more 
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efpecially  in  the  head,  which  refulted,  Dr. 
Rufh  thinks,  from  too  fparing  an  abftra&ion. 

1  ith .  When  ufed  early  on  the  firft  day,  it 

to 

frequently  ftrangled  the  difeafe  in  its  birth, 
and  generally  rendered  it  more  light,  and 
the  convalefcence  more  fpeedy  and  perfect. 

1 2th .  In  thofe  cafes  which  ended  fatally, 
blood-letting  reftored  or  preferved  the  ufe  of 
reafon,  rendered  death  more  eafy,  and  re¬ 
tarded  the  putrefa&ion  of  the  body  after 
death. 

With  regard  to  the  circumftances,  which 
regulated  the  ufe  of  blood-letting,  Dr.  Rufh 
obferves,  that  in  acute  cafes,  where  it  had 
been  omitted  for  three  days,  it  wTas  feidom 
ufeful.  He  preferred  bleeding  in  the  exacer¬ 
bation  of  the  fever,  but  he  bled  in  feveral 
inftances  in  the  remiffion,  wdien  the  pulfe  was 
tenfe  and  chorded.  And  if  this  was  its  ftate, 
he  bled,  although  it  was  prasternaturally  flow. 
He  directed  blood-letting  alfo,  both  in  thofe 
cafes  where  the  fever  appeared  in  a  tertian 
form,  and  where  the  patient  was  able  to  walk 
about,  if  he  found  the  pulfe  full  and  tenfe. 
For  he  obferved,  that  thefe  fuppofed  mild 
forms  of  the  difeafe,  when  left  to  themfelves, 
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frequently  terminated  in  death.  A  diffolved 
date  of  the  blood,  and  the  prefence  of  pe¬ 
techias,  did  not  deter  him  from  the  repetition 
of  blood-letting,  provided  the  pulfe  retained 
its  fulnefs  and  tenfion.  He  confidered  a  di¬ 
minution  of  the  force  and  frequency  of  the 
pulfe,  together  with  the  abfence  of  vomiting, 
as  the  only  fignals  for  laying  afide  the  lancet. 
And  it  was  remarkable,  he  tells  us,  that  faint- 
ing  was  much  lefs  common  after  bleeding,  in 
this  fever,  than  in  ordinary  inflammatory  fe¬ 
vers. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  give  a  full 
view  of  Dr.  Rufh’s  obfervations,  refpe&ing 
the  ufe  of  cathartics,  and  of  blood-letting,  in 
this  fever,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  fay  much 
of  the  other  pra&ices,  which  he  employed  5 
efpecially  as,  with  regard  to  the  advantages 
derived  from  thefe,  in  fevers  in  general,  al- 
moft  all  pra&itioners  are  agreed. 

Cool  and  frefh  air  were  found  to  be  highly 
grateful  and  beneficial  to  thofe  labouring  un¬ 
der  this  fever  ;  and  the  fame  benefits  refulted 
from  the  ufe  of  cold  drinks.  Thefe  confided 
chiefly  of  lemonade,  tamarind,  jelly,  and 
apple-water.  Thefe  drinks  alone  were  taken 
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in  the  early  flage  of  the  diforder.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  it  he  permitted  the  ufe  of  porter 
and  water,  weak  punch,  and,  when  the  flo- 
mach  would  bear  it,  weak  wine  whey. 

Dr.  Rulh  forbade  all  cordial  and  Itimula- 
ting  food  ;  and  he  obferved,  that  the  lefs  his 
patients  ate,  even  of  the  mildeft  vegetable 
food,  the  fooner  they  recovered.  As  the 
adlion  of  the  pulfe  diminifhed,  he  indulged 
his  patients  with  weak  chocolate,  with 
milk,  to  which  roafled  apples  were  added, 
or  the  like.  And,  towards  the  crifis,  he 
advifed  the  drinking  of  weak  chicken,  veal, 
or  mutton  broth.  After  the  crifis  had  taken 
place,  he  permitted  mild  animal  food  to  be 
eaten  in  fmall  quantity,  and  to  be  increafed 
according  to  the  wafte  of  the  fyftem. 

Cold  water,  Dr.  Rulh  obferves,  was  a  molt 
agreeable  and  powerful  remedy,  in  this  difor¬ 
der.  He  directed  it  to  be  applied  by  means  of 
napkins,  to  the  head,  and  to  be  inje&ed  into 
the  bowels  by  way  of  glyfter.  He  likewife 
advifed  the  walking  of  the  face  and  hands, 
and  fometimes  the  feet  with  cold  water,  and 
always  with  advantage. 

Dr.  Rulh  had  obferved,  that  fuch  of  his 
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patients  as  were  falivated  by  the  mercurial 
purge,  recovered  in  a  few  days.  This  led 
him  to  conclude,  that  calomel  might  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  other  purpofes,  than  that  of  difchar- 
ging  bile  from  the  bowels.  And  he  accord¬ 
ingly  employed  it  with  advantage,  to  excite  a 
falivation  as  foon  as  poffible. 

There  were  feveral  fymptoms  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  which,  according  to  Dr.  Rufh,  required  a 
fpecific  treatment.  For  the  vomiting  with 
a  burning  fenfation  in  the  flomach,  which 
came  on  about  the  fifth  day,  he  found  no  re¬ 
medy  equal  to  a  table  fpoonful  of  fweet  milk, 
taken  every  hour,  or  to  fmall  draughts  of 
milk  and  water.  The  vomiting  was  fome- 
times  flopped  by  a  blifler,  applied  to  the  ex¬ 
ternal  region  of  the  ftomach.  A  mixture  of 
liquid  laudanum  and  fweet  oil,  applied  to  the 
fame  place,  gave  relief,  where  the  flomach 
was  affecled  by  pain  only,  without  vomiting. 
A  diflrefling  pain,  which  often  feized  the 
lower  part  of  the  bowels,  yielded,  in  almoft 
every  cafe,  to  two  or  three  emollient  clyflers, 
qr  to  the  lofs  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood. 

Dr.  Rufli  concludes  this  treatife,  with  fome 
flridlures  on  the  mode  of  treatment,  adopted 
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by  fome  other  phyficians.  But  of  thefe  we 

i 

fhali  here  fay  nothing  ;  referring  fuch  of  our 
readers,  as  wifh  to  confider  them,  to  the  work 
itfelf.  Dr.  Rufh  is  certainly  entitled  to  the 
highefl  praife,  for  the  unwearied  attention 
which  he  bellowed  upon  this  difeafe,  and 
for  the  benevolent  liberality  of  fentiment, 
with  which  he  took  the  fpeedieft  method  of 
communicating,  both  to  medical  practition¬ 
ers,  and  to  the  public  at  large,  that  practice, 
which  he  found  to  be  moft  efFe&ual.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  lamented,  that,  notwithfland- 
ing  his  belt  endeavours,  the  mortality  from 
this  difeafe  was  uncommonly  great.  From 
the  lift,  which  Dr.  Rufh  has  publifhed,  of 
the  burials  of  each  day,  from  the  iff  of  Au¬ 
gust,  to  the  loth  of  November,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  prefume,  that  upwards  of  three  thou- 
fand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  fell 
victims  to  this  difeafe,  during  that  period. 
It  is,  we  think,  no  improbable  calculation, 
that  at  leaft  one  fifth  of  all  who  were  affeCt- 
ed  with  this  difeafe,  were  cut  off  by  it.  And 
from  the  account,  which  Dr.  Rulh  ha^  gi*. 
yen,  it  appears,  that  the  deaths  in  his  own 
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family  were  not  under  this  proportion. — ■ 
More  fuccefsful  methods,  therefore,  of  com¬ 
bating,  in  future,  the  fatality  of  fuch  an 
affe&ion,  are  {till  a  defideratum  in  medi- 

cine. 
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A  Treatife  on  the  Synochus  ICteroides ,  or  Yellow 
Fever,  as  it  lately  appeared  in  the  City  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  ;  exhibiting  a  Concife  View  of  its 
Rife ,  Progrefs,  and  Symptoms ,  together  with 
the  method  of  Treatment ,  found  mofi  fuccefs - 
fid  ;  alfo  Remarks  on  the  nature  of  its  Conta¬ 
gion,  and  directions  for  preventing  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  fame  malady  in  f  uture .  By 
William  Currie,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  College 
of  Phyfici  an  s' of  Philadelphia,  and  Member  of 
the  American  Philofophical  Society .  8vo.  Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 

% 

HIS  treatife  is  introduced  by  a  fhort 
iketcli  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe  which  is  here  treated  of.  Dr.  Currie 
afferts,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Rufh, 
that  this  difeafe  was  imported  into  Philadel¬ 
phia,  by  a  veflel  which  lay  at  a  wharf,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Water  Street,  the  place  in 
which  it  was  firfi  obferyed.  When  it  is  con- 
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fidered,  that  this  difeafe  was  mod;  extenfively 
and  readily  communicated  in  Philadelphia, 
by  contagion  from  one  individual  to  another, 
that  a  fiqailar  difeafe  had,  for  feveral  months 
before,  prevailed  with  great  fatality  in  the 
Weft  Indian  illands,  and  that  many  opportu¬ 
nities  mu  ft  have  occurred,  for  the  difeafe  be¬ 
ing  tranfported  from  thence,  this  opinion  ap¬ 
pears  to  us,  as  we  have  indeed  formerly  ob« 
ferved,  much  more  probable  than  the  conjec¬ 
ture  of  Dr.  Rufh,  who  fuppofes  that  it  arofe 
from  an  exhalation,  afforded  by  fome  dama¬ 
ged  coffee  ;  a  circumftance,  which  may  cer¬ 
tainly  be  confidered,  as  a  much  lefs  powerful 
caufe  of  difeafe,  than  many  other  exhalations, 
to  which  every  large  city  is  aimoft  conftantly 
expofed. 

Upon  the  firft  appearance  of  the  difeafe, 
aimoft  every  cafe,  which  occurred  for  the  firft 
week  or  two,  could  be  traced  to  the  fource, 
at  which  it  at  firft  commenced.  From  this 
fource,  it  fpread  gradually  by  contagion,  over 
the  greateft  part  of  the  city.  It  made  its  firft 
appearance  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft.  The 
greateft  number  confined  with  it  was  about 
the  middle  of  October,  when  it  was  compu¬ 
ted 
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ted,  that  more  than  eight  thoufand  perfons 
laboured  under  it,  at  the  fame  time.  But 
after  that  time,  its  declenfion  was  fo  rapid, 
that  it  appeared,  as  if  extiriguiflied  by  a  mi¬ 
racle.  For,  by  the  ioth  of  November,  there 
was  fcarcely  a  perfon  to  be  found  fubjeded  to 
it. 

Although  this  difeafe  was  highly  contagi¬ 
ous,  yet  the  influence  of  this  contagion, 
Dr.  Currie  tells  us,  was  circumfcribed  to  a 
narrow  fphere  ;  for  none  but  thofe  who  ap¬ 
proached  near  to  the  fick,  or  to  fuch  articles 
as  had  been  in  contad  with  them,  were  affed- 
ed. 

All,  who  either  fhut  themfelves  up  in  their 
houfes,  or  even  carefully  avoided  all  inter- 
courfe,  either  diredly  or  indiredly  with  the 
fick,  though  conflantly  abroad  in  the  open 
Greets,  efcaped  the  difeafe.  The  prifoners  in 
the  jail  and  work*houfe,  the  penfioners  in  the 
poor-houfe,  and  the  patients  in  the  hofpital, 
who  were  effedually  excluded  from  all  inter- 
courfe,  with  the  infedeT,'  aifo  entirely  efcaped 
the  difeafe. 

Thofe  expofed  to  the  contagion  generally 
began  to  be  affeded,  we  are  told,  between  the 
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third  and  the  eighth  day.  The  ftate  of  mind 
feemed  to  have  great  influence  in  haften- 
ing  or  retarding  the  effects  of  the  conta¬ 
gion.  Thofe  under  the  influence  of  fear 
were  fooner  affected,  after  expofure,  than 
thofe  who  were  lefs  concerned.  Abftemious 
regimen,  excefflve  fatigue,  frequent  purging, 
blood-letting,  and  expofure  to  night  air,  had  a 
fimilar  effect.  But  a  lax  ftate  of  the  bowels 
appeared  to  have  fome  influence  in  rendering 
the  difeafe  more  mild.  Neither  age  nor  fex 
were  exempt  from  it,  not  even  infants  at  the 
breaft.  But  thofe  who  were  fat,  corpulent, 
and  indolent,  were  obferved  to  be  both  mod 
fufceptible  of  the  contagion  and  to  fuller 
moft. 

It  was  a  remarkable  circumftance,  that  the 
French  from  St.  Domingo,  who  had  taken 
fhelter  in  Philadelphia,  from  a  fanguinary 
war,  almoft  to  a  man  efcaped  the  difeafe , 
while  thofe  from  France  were  as  liable  to  it 
as  the  natives  of  Philadelphia.  This  Dr.  Cur¬ 
rie  afcribes,  and  with  fome  degree  of  probabi¬ 
lity,  to  the  Weft  Indians  being  before  aecuf- 
tomed  to  a  warm  climate,  and  to  the  effe&s 
produced  by  the  frequent  large  excretions  of 

bile. 
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bile,  to  which  they  are  particularly  fubjed, 
rendering  the  duodenum  and  biliary  duds  in- 
fenfible  to  the  poifon.  It  is,  he  obferves,  a 
lingular  fad,  that,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  this 
difeafe  feldom  affeds  any  but  ftangers,  or  new 
comers,  from  a  colder  or  more  temperate  cli¬ 
mate. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  whole  inhabitants  might 
be  confidered  as  on  the  fame  footing  with 
ftrangers  in  the  Weft  Indies.  For  the  only 
difference  was,  that,*  in  place  of  being  car¬ 
ried  to  the  contagion,  the  contagion  was 
brought  to  them. 

We  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  Dr.  Cur¬ 
rie’s  explanation  of  this  remarkable  fad  is  ill 
founded.  But  another  conjedure  may  per¬ 
haps  be  hazarded,  with  no  lefs  appearance  of 
probability,  drawn  from  the  analogy  of  fmall- 
pox,  mealies,  and  other  fimilar  febrile  conta¬ 
gions.  It  is  well  known,  that  in  thefe  dif- 
eafes,  the  being  once  fubjeded  to  the  com¬ 
plaint,  affords  almoft  certain  defence  againft 
future  contagion.  In  this  difeafe,  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  the  adion  of  a  firft  contagion,  though  it 
do  not  altogether  prevent,  may  yet  at  leaft 
diminilh  the  influence  of  future  contagion. 

On 
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On  the  fame  principle,  we  may  perhaps  alfa 
account  for  the  fudden  ceafing  of  this  difeafe 
in  Philadelphia,  about  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember.  This  may  have  arifen  from  all  who 
were  at  that  time  fufceptible  of  the  aCtion  of 
contagion,  having  been  already  aCted  upon 
by  it.  The  change  of  temperature  will  hard¬ 
ly  we  think,  account  for  its  difappearing  fo 
fuddenly.  For,  from  the  thermometrical  ob« 
fervations,  publilhed  by  Dr.  Rufh,  it  appears, 
that  the  cold  was  by  no  means  great.  Mod 
contagions  a£t  very  readily  at  a  degree  much 

inferior  to  what  is  there  obferved.  And  we 

N  % 

know,  that  other  contagions  entering  towns, 
as,  for  example,  that  of  the  influenza,  often 

f 

ceafe  as  fuddenly,  when  no  explanation  can 
be  given  from  any  change  in  the  fenfible  qua¬ 
lities  of  the  atmofphere. 

The  conje&ure  here  offered  is,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  corroborated  by  the  obfervations  of  Dr, 
Linning,  who  has  aflerted,  that,  at  Charlef* 
town,  thofe,  who  once  had  the  difeafe,  could 
not  take  it  a  fecond  time.  Although  this  ob- 
fervation  may  not  be  ftriCtly  true,  and  al¬ 
though  fome  indubitable  inftances  may  have 
occurred  at  Philadelphia,  of  a  fecond  attack 
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in  the  fame  perfon,  yet  this  is  no  more  than 

lias,  in  certain  inftances,  been  obferved,  both 

✓ 

with  regard  to  fmall-pox,  mealies,  and  fcarlet 
fever.  Notwithftanding  fuch  exceptions,  the 
a&ion  of  contagion  on  the  body,  may  have 
a  very  confiderable  effect  in  diminifhing  its 
future  action.  Thus,  thole  who  have  lived 
long  in  fituations  where  it  is  frequent,  may 
be  prefumed  to  have  been  fubjedled  to  it  in 
early  life,  and  may,  by  this  means,  have  ob¬ 
tained  fome  defence  againll  the  future  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  fame  contagion. 

After  a  concife,  but  diftindl,  and  apparent¬ 
ly  accurate,  hiAory  of  the  difeafe,  which  he 
thinks,  from  the  moft  common  progrefs  of 
the  fymptoms,  may  be  divided  into  three  fta- 
ges,  in  the  firft  of  which  inflammatory,  in  the 
fecond  bilious,  and  in  the  third  putrefcent 
fymptoms  prevailed,  Dr.  Currie  proceeds  to 
treat  of  the  prognofis.  He  gives  a  very  ex¬ 
plicit  view  of  the  favourable  and  unfavour¬ 
able  fymptoms  in  each  Aage. 

The  favourable  figns  in  the  firft  ftage  were 
hmmorrhagies  from  the  nofe,  with  relief  of 
the  head  during  the  exacerbations  \  a  gradual 
redudlion  of  the  pulfe,  heat  and  oppreflion  at 

the 
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the  prsecordia,  a  diarrhoea,  or  loofe  (tools  mix¬ 
ed  with  bile,  coming  on  before  the  third  day. 
The  unfavourable  fymptoms  of  the  fir(t  (lage 
were,  a  (trong,  hard,  and  quick  pulfe,  with 
furious  delirium,  and  pervigilium  ;  a  quick, 
fmall,  and  irregular  pulfe,  with  low  delirium; 
great  mufcular  debility,  exquifite  pain  at  the 
Itomach,  opprefficn  and  fenfe  of  (tricture  at 
the  prsecordia,  great  thirft,  conftant  naufea, 
retching  and  reftlefihefs  ;  obflinate  coitive- 
nefs,  and  the  (tools  of  a  whitifli  colour.  A 
Want  of  action  in  the  bowels,  a  great  infenfi- 
bility  to  purges  and  clylters,  alfo  gave  room 
for  much  apprehenfion. 

In  the  fecond  (tage,  the  favourable  figns 
Were,  an  abatement  of  the  vomiting,  anxiety 
and  oppreflion  at  the  prsecordia,  relief  from 
the  burning  pain  at  the  ftomach ;  natural 
heat  in  the  forehead  and  limbs;  open  bowels; 
natural  coloured  (tools,  and  turbid  urine. 
The  unfavourable  figns  were,  an  increafe  of 
mufcular  debility,  oppreffion,  anxiety,  incef- 
fant  vomiting,  a  rapid  increafe  of  the  i&eri- 
tious  afpeft,  reftleifnefs,  frequent  fighing,  cof- 
tivenefs,  or  bloody  (tools,  accompanied  with  a 
painful  tenefmus,  hollow  eyes,  fhrunk  counte¬ 
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nance,  fhrill  voice,  obftinate  pervigilium,  but, 
above  all,  an  invincible  irritability  of  the  fto- 
mach,  which  prevented  it  from  retaining  any 
kind  of  drink,  aliment,  or  medicines,  and  a 
gradual  receflion  of  heat  from  the  furface  of 
the  body. 

In  the  third  and  laft  ftage,  the  favourable 
fymptoms  were,  a  return  of  heat  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  ceflfation  of  delirium,  and  a 
change  of  colour  in  the  matter  difcharged  by 
vomiting.  The  fymptoms  in  this  ftage,  which 
chiefly  denoted  a  fpeedy  diffolution,  were  the 
fudden  ceflation  of  paih  and  fever,  coldnefs 
of  the  face  and  limbs,  black  vomiting,  black 
ftools,  conftant  fingultus,  coma,  haemorrhagy, 
a  fenfe  of  great  weight  and  ftri&ure  about 
the  epigaftric  region,  deep  and  frequent  figh- 
ing  ;  and  a  great  failure  of  ftrength. 

In  treating  of  the  method  of  cure,  Dr.  Cur¬ 
rie  very  judicioufly  obferves,  that  no  one 
mode  of  treatment  could,  with  propriety,  be 
purfued  in  every  cafe  \  but  that  it  was  requi* 
fite  to  vary  it,  particularly  as  the  fymptoms 
indicated,  from  the  beginning,  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  or  putrid  tendency  ;  as  well  as  to  adjuft 
it  to  the  feveral  ftages  of  the  difeafe.  In  all 
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cafes,  when  the  a&ivity  of  the  arterial  fyftem 
was  evidently  increafed,  and  when  the  head 
and  epigaftrium  were  much  affe&ed,  blood-let¬ 
ting  very  generally  afforded  relief ;  and  this 
operation  was  found  ferviceable,  when  repeat¬ 
ed  every  fix  or  eight  hours,  for  the  firffc  twenty- 
four  or  thirty-iix  hours,  after  the  eftablifhment 
of  the  parojpfm* 

In  conjunction  with  blood-letting,  mercu¬ 
rial  purges  were  found  more  certain  in  their 
effects,  and  more  ferviceable  than  any  other ; 
efpecialiy  when  calomel  was  exhibited  indofes, 
from  fix  to  twelve  grains,  repeated  every  fix 
or  eight  hours,  till  a  copious  difcharge  took 
place. 

The  difficulty  of  retaining  faline  purga¬ 
tives,  and  the  very  great  difficulty  of  pro¬ 
curing  copious  evacuations  by  (tool,  with¬ 
out  which  the  topical  affeCtion  obftruCting 
the  paffage  of  bile  could  not  be  removed,  nor 
the  propenfity  to  vomiting  relieved,  made  ca¬ 
lomel  preferable  to  any  other.  For,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  inflamed  and  irritable  flate  of 
thofe  parts,  it  readily  paffed  the  pylorus,  oc¬ 
casioning  iefs  irritation,  till  it  reached  the  In- 
Vol.  X.  Dec.  II.  K  t;efHnes 


/ 


146 


MEDICAL 


Dec  it 


teftines,  and  being  lefs  liable  to  be  rejected  by 
vomiting  than  any  other  purgative. 

The  mod  difficult  part  of  the  treatment 
in  th s  difeafe,  confided  in  putting  the  fto- 
mach  in  a  condition  to  retain  any  thing.  No¬ 
thing  fo  certainly  produced  this  effect  as  a  co¬ 
pious  diarrhoea,  when  it  could  be  procured ; 
and,  with  this  view,  nothing  lucceeded  fo  well 
as  calomel. 

When,  on  the  fird  or  fecond  day  of  the 
difeafe,  the  face  was  greatly  fluffed,  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  tunica  adnata  very  red  and  turgid, 

•  '  ■v- 

and  the  patient  affe&ed  with  delirium,  he  ge¬ 
nerally  died  in  a  ffort  time,  unlefs  copioufly 
blooded  and  purged.  With  thefe,  it  is  per¬ 
haps  needlefs  to  obferve,were  conjoined  clean- 
linefs,  cool  air,  the  moff  abftemious  diet,  re¬ 
frigerant  drinks,  and  every  other  part  of  the 
antiphlogiftic  regimen. 

When  thefe  meafures,  however,  failed  in 
alleviating  the  urgent  fyrnptoms,  particularly 
the  vomiting,  bliflers  applied  to  the  ftomach, 
the  legs,  or  the  infide  of  the  thighs,  had  fome- 
times  a  good  effeft,  efpecially  when  purging 
clyflers  were  at  the  fame  time  employed.  O- 
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pium,  in  place  of  relieving  the  vomiting,  was 
very  generally  found  to  aggravate  it. 

When,  in  the  fecond  ftage  of  this  fever, 
the  inflammatory  flate  verged  towards  gan¬ 
grene,  the  weaknefs  was  fuch  as  to  render 
bleeding  inadmiflible,  and  the  irritable  flate 
of  the  flomach  precluded  all  expectation  from 
purgatives,  as  they  were  rejected,  as  well  as 
every  thing  elfe,  the  inftant  they  reached  the 
flomach.  Then  the  only  refources  were, warm 
fomentations  to  the  region  of  the  flomach, 
the  application  of  blifters,  the  frequent  exhi¬ 
bition  of  laxative  clyflers,  and,  after  free  eva¬ 
cuation  by  means  of  thefe,  the  injection  of 
Peruvian  bark  with  laudanum. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  give  a  fhort 
view  of  the  moll  important  particulars  in  the 
treatment  of  this  difeafe,  recommended  by 
Dr.  Currie  ;  but  although  he  confiders  the 
pradices  now  pointed  out  as  mofl  generally 
applicable,  yet  he  obferves,  that  when  this  dif¬ 
eafe  began,  which  was  fometimes  the  cafe, 
with  great  proflration  of  flrength,  and  other 
fymptoms  wrhich  denote  a  typhous  diathefis, 
wine  was  found  not  only  to  be  fafe,  but  more 
ufeful  than  any  other  article.  And  in  thefe 
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cafes,  he  tells  us,  that  the  early  ufe  of  Peru¬ 
vian  bark,  in  various  forms,  together  with 
laudanum  and  volatile  falts,  were  of  fervice. 
But  the  pradice  which  in  fuch  inftances  he 
found  moft  beneficial,  was  the  fhower-bath  of 
fait  water,  applied  quite  cold  three  times  a- 
day  ;  the  patient  fitting  in  an  arm-chair,  in 
a  large  tub  for  the  purpofe,  his  head  being 
previoufly  ihaved,  or  covered  with  a  thin 
bathing  cap  of  oiled  cloth.  But  when  black 
vomiting,  and  coldnefs  of  the  limbs,  were 
the  mod:  predominant  fymptoms,  all  attempts 
to  relieve  were,  he  obferves,  very  generally 
ineffectual. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  prefent  to 

our  readers  a  brief  account  of  the  moft  ini- 
\  • 

portant  pradical  obfervations,  made  with  re- 
fpect  to  this  difeafe,  by  three  intelligent  and 
induftrious  practitioners ;  and  although  we 
muft  acknowledge,  that,  while  to  us  forne  of 
the  theoretical  opinions  maintained  upon  the 
fnbjeCt  appear  to  be  very  erroneous,  and  there 
are  among  thefe  writers  not  a  few^  contradic¬ 
tions,  even  with  refped  to  fads, yet  it  can  hard¬ 
ly  be  denied,  that  there  is  fuch  a  general  coin¬ 
cidence,  as  to  eftabiifh  the  utility  of  certain 
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practices.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that 
all  the  various  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe,  too 
frequently  terminating  fatally,  were  effeds 
produced  by  a  foreign  contagion  introduced 
into  the  body.  And  it  would  feem,  that  one 
of  the  firlt  and  moll  alarming  of  thefe  effeds 
was  the  indudion  of  a  peculiar  inflammation, 
more  efpecially  in  particular  parts.  It  is  well 
known,  that  other  foreign  contagions,  indu¬ 
cing  difeafe  in  the  human  body,  as  thofe  of 
fmall-pox,  meailes,  chincough,  influenza,  and 
the  like,  ad  more  efpecially,  and  in  a  very  pe¬ 
culiar  manner,  on  certain  parts,  fome  on  the 
furface,  others  on  the  lungs  ;  and,  in  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  though  the  appearances,  which  have 
been  difcovered  by  the  moft  accurate  diffec- 
tion,  do  not  by  any  means  afcertain  the 
caufe  of  the  great  mortality  of  the  difeafe  ; 
yet  to  us  they  feem  to  fhew,  that  its  pecu¬ 
liar  contagion  ads  in  a  more  efpecia!  man¬ 
ner  on  the  ftomach,the  lungs,  and  the  brain. 
There  is  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  its  firffc 
effed  on  thefe  organs  is  the  indudion  of  a 
certain  flate  of  inflammation  5  and  it  is  pro¬ 
bably  by  alleviating  or  removing  thefe  or 
other  effeds  of  the  contagion,  that  the  prac- 
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tices  found  beneficial  have  produced  their 
good  effe&s. 

Although  blood-letting  feemed  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  bad  effe&s  in  the  Weft  Indies,  at 
a  time  when  the  heat  of  the  atmofphere  was 
very  great,  and  when  the  tendency  of  the  in¬ 
flammation  to  the  gangrenous  or  putrefcent 
ftate  was  very  ftrong,  yet,  from  the  concur¬ 
ring  teftimony  of  different  practitioners,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  it  was  found  highly 
lifeful  in  America,  particularly  when,  du¬ 
ring  the  continuance  of  the  epidemic  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  the  weather  became  colder.  Power¬ 
ful  cathartics,  particularly  mercurial  ones, 
were  found  highly  beneficial  in  every  fitua- 
tion,  both  as  alleviating  the  violence  of  the 
affeCtion,  and  mitigating  the  moft  diftreffing 
fymptoms.  And  a  ftrict  obfervance  of  every 
part  of  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen  feemed 
very  generally  to  be  productive  of  benefit. 
When,  however,  from  the  induction  of  a  fa- 
livation,  there  was  certain  evidence  of  mer¬ 
cury  having  been  fully  introduced  into  the 
circulating  fyftem,  and  exifting  there  in  an 
active  ftate,  it  would  appear  that  the  difeafe 
almoft  univerfally  yielded  to  the  remedy. 

This 


\ 


*7 95- 


COMMENTARIES. 


This  at  leaft  feems  to  us  to  be  confirmed  by 
what  we  reckon  indubitable  authority.  Is 
there  not,  therefore,  fome  room  for  conjectu¬ 
ring,  that  while  other  practices  may  have 
been  ufeful,  as  counteracting  and  diminifhing 
the  effects  of  the  contagion,  mercury  may  have 
contributed  to  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  by  de- 
ftroying  the  activity  of  the  contagious  matter? 
Its  influence  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis  gives  at 
leaft  fome  countenance  to  this  fuppofition. 
For  although  it  cannot  be  reprefented  as  de- 
ftroying  the  activity  of  every  contagious  mat¬ 
ter,  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that-  it  coun¬ 
teracts  fome  others  as  well  as  that  of  fyphilis. 

We  do  not  indeed  offer  this  opinion  on 
any  other  footing  than  that  of  mere  conjec¬ 
ture.  But  it  is  refted  at  leaft  on  fuch 
grounds  as  may  lead  thofe  practitioners  who 
have  hereafter  the  misfortune  to  meet  with 
this  epidemic,  to  give  a  fair  trial  to  mercury, 
copioufly  introduced  into  the  fyftern  in  the 
moft  fpeedy  manner  ;  and  particularly  under 
the  form  of  extenfive  friction,  both  of  the  in- 
ferior  extremities,  and  likewife  of  other  parts 
of  the  b^dy.  This,  however,  as  well  as  many 
other  particulars  refpeCting  this  difeafe,  can 
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be  afcertained  by  future  experience  and  can¬ 
did  obfervation  alone.  And  much  yet  re¬ 
mains  to  be  afcertained.  For  the  vain  idea3 
that  a  fixed  principle  in  medicine  is  already 
difcovered,  by  which  we  can  triumph  over 
this  formidable  difeafe,  is  completely  refuted, 
with  every  man  of  common  underftanding,  by 
the  deplorable  mortality  of  which  it  was  late¬ 
ly  productive  at  Philadelphia.  This  mortality 
clearly  demonftrated,  what  indeed  few  practi¬ 
tioners  of  candour  and  integrity  will  deny, 
that  medicine,  notwithflanding  its  late  boaft- 
ed  improvements,  is  ftill  at  belt  but  an  un¬ 
certain  and  a  conjectural  art. 
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Heinrich  Matthias  Marcard ,  Herzoglich  HolU 
Jiein  Oldenburgifcher  Leibmedicus  zu  Olden¬ 
burg .  der  KonigL  Societat .  afcr  Wijfenfchaften 
zu  Gotiingen,zu  Copenhagen ,  Es5  Edinburgh 
Mitglied ,  &c.  Ueber  die  Natur ,  Gtf- 

branch  der  Bader .  8vo.  Hanover, 

T  HE  author  of  this  work  is  already  well 
known,  on  account  of  feverai  excellent 
publications  in  medicine.  Intending  to  write 
an  hiflory  of  the  mineral  baths  at  Pyrmont, 
where  he  has  pradifed  for  fome  years,  he  was 
naturally  led  to  confider  the  effeds  of  bathing 
in  pure  water.  But,  upon  confulting  the  au¬ 
thors  who  have  treated  of  this  fubjed,  he  did 
not  find,  either  in  the  works  of  his  own  coun¬ 
trymen,  or  of  foreigners,  any  thing  very  fa- 
tisfadory.  Their  accounts  were  commonly 
hypothetical,  and  the  fads  and  obfervations 
of  fome  were  in  direct  oppofition  to  thofe  of 
others. 
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Since  the  fubjeft,  therefore,  was  involved 
in  fuch  obfcurity  and  uncertainty,  Dr.  Mar- 
card  was  induced  to  examine  more  minutely 
the  effe&s  produced  on  the  human  body  by 
bathing  in  pure  water.  By  the  ufeful  re¬ 
marks  which  he  derived  from  the  works  of 
others,  and  from  his  own  obfervations  and  ex¬ 
periments,  what  he  colle&ed  on  this  fubjefr 
increafed  to  fuch  a  fize,  as  to  induce  him  to 

publifh  it  feparately. 

* 

Of  a  work  of  this  kind,  the  profefled  inten¬ 
tion  of  which  is  to  give  a  complete  and  cir- 
cumdantial  account  of  the  fubjeft  of  bathing, 
and  which  therefore  mud  neceflarily  involve 
minute  details  of  matters  already  known  to 
mod  of  our  readers,  it  would  be  fuperfluous 
to  give  a  very  full  analyfis.  We  fhall  here, 
therefore,  confine  ourfelves  either  to  what  is 
mod  important  on  the  fubjeft,  or  to  what  is 
mod  peculiar  in  the  opinions  and  obferva¬ 
tions  of  our  author. 

Dr.  Marcard  begins  by  dividing  baths  into 
four  clades,  and  by  afligning  to  each  clafs  a 
certain  range  of  the  thermometer.  The  term 
hot  bath  comprehends  every  degree  above  96 
in  the  fcale  of  Fahrenheit.  The  limits  of 

what 
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what  he  calls  the  warm  bath  he  fixes  from  96  to 
85.  Thofe  of  the  cool  or  tepid  bath  from  85  to 
65.  And  all  below  this  he  calls  the  cold  bath, 
admits,  that  a  claffification  which  derives  its 
names  from  the  fenfations  of  mankind,  as 
thefe  vary  in  almofl  every  individual,  mufl 
naturally  be  ambiguous.  Yet  it  is,  he  thinks, 
of  the  utmoft  confequence,  in  every  invefti- 
gation,  that  the  ideas  affixed  to  each  word 
ffiould  be  accurately  defined ;  and  the  philo- 
fophical  fpirit  which  has  lately  been  introdu¬ 
ced  into  the  fcience  of  medicine  demands 
this  accuracy.  One  great  fource  of  the  con¬ 
tradictory  accounts  of  authors,  refpeding  the 
effects  of  bathing,  has,  he  thinks,  arifen  from 
not  defining,  with  fufficient  precifion,  the 
terms  ufed. 

Dr.  Marcard  begins  with  the  hiftory  and 
effects  of  the  warm  bath.  No  opinion,  he 
remarks,  has  been  more  commonly  fpread 
among  the  vulgar,  and  no  one  more  univer- 
fally  adopted  by  medical  writers,  than  that 
the  warm  bath  relaxes  the  fimple  fibre,  and 
debilitates  the  living  fibre.  The  known  effeds 
of  heat,  and  of  heat  conjoined  with  moifture, 
the  conftringing  and  tonic  effeds  of  its  oppo- 
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file,  cold  bathing,  and  the  writings  both  of 
poets  and  hiilorians,  have  contributed  to  con¬ 
firm  this  opinion.  Dr.  Marcard,  however, 
here  ventures  to  call  it  in  queftion. 

He  obferyes,  that  the  univerfal  practice  of 
ufing  the  warm  bath  among  all  eaftern  na¬ 
tions,  from  the  earlieft  accounts  we  have  of 
them  (a  practice  which  is  now  interwoven  with 
their  religion),  would  lead  us  to  think,  that 
warm  bathing  is  not  fo  debilitating  as  has 
been  fuppofed.  And  that  this  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  ancients,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  warm  baths  being  dedicated  to  Hercules, 
to  whom,  according  to  their  mythological 
accounts,  Pallas  difcovered  them  when  he 
was  tired  driving  the  oxenofGeryon  through 
Sicily. 

Some  experiments  have  indeed  been  made 
on  dead  animal  fibres,  in  favour  of  the  relax¬ 
ing  power  of  the  warm  bath.  But  reafoning 
from  thefe  is,  he  thinks,  inapplicable  to  the 
living  body,  from  the  different  circumftan- 
ces  in  which  each  is  placed.  The  living  ani¬ 
mal  fibre  has  no  empty  pores,  which  abforb 
the  furrounding  fluid.  On  the  contrary,  it 
contains  an  oleaginous  fluid,  which  repels  wa¬ 
ter. 
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ter.  The  more  interior  fibres  are  conftantly 
furrounded  with  a  fluid  which  is  heated  to 
96  degrees.  The  effe&s  of  warm  bathing5 
therefore,  cannot,  he  obferves,  reach  farther 
than  the  {kin,  or  the  parts  immediately  be¬ 
neath  it. 

But,  independent  of  all  theoretical  reafoning. 
Dr.  Marcard’s  obfervations,  from  a&ual  prac¬ 
tice,  led  him  to  think,  that  the  effe&s  of  warm 
bathing  on  the  living  human  body  are  not 
debilitating.  At  Pyrmont,  during  fixteen 
years,  he  has  had  occafion  to  fee  feveral  thou« 
fand  Tick  perfons  make  ufe  of  the  warm  baths. 
A  great  many  of  thefe  were  naturally  of  deli¬ 
cate  and  weak  conftitutions,  and  fome  of 
them  were  much  debilitated  by  difeafe ;  yet, 
by  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  many  of  them 
were  reftored  to  their  former  ftrength,  and 
none  of  them  complained  of  its  debilitating 
effe&s.  On  the  contrary,  they  felt  them- 
felves  flronger  on  the  days  on  which  they  ufed 
it.  This  could  not  be  attributed  to  the  che¬ 
mical  ingredients  of  the  Pyrmont  water,  fmce 
Dr.  Marcard  was  in  the  habit  of  prefcribing 
bathing  in  common  water,  heated  to  the  fame 
temperature  as  that  of  the  Pyrmont  baths,  and 
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obferved  the  fame  effects  from  the  former  as 
from  the  latter.  In  confirmation  of  this,  he  re¬ 
lates  the  cafe  of  a  lady,  who  had  for  three 
years  been  in  a  very  bad  Hate  of  health,  and 
at  Iaft  became  fo  weak,  that  {he  was  unable  to 
turn  herfelf  in  bed  without  affiftance.  She 
had  taken  Peruvian  bark,  and  a  variety  of 
other  tonic  medicines,  without  receiving  any 
benefit.  As  the  laft  refource,  the  warm  bath 
was  prefcribed.  It  was  employed  every  fe- 
cond  day,  and  almofl  from  the  firfl  time  of 
ufing  it  {he  felt  herfelf  ftronger.  In  the 
"  fpace  of  two  months  {he  was  perfectly  cured. 

But  while  Dr.  Marcard  thus  endeavours  to 
prove,  that  the  common  opinion,  refpefting 
the  debilitating  and  relaxing  powers  of  the 
warm  bath,  is  not  well  founded,  he  does  not 
deny  that  thefe  effects  do  fometimes  happen. 
Cafes  of  this  kind  occur  in  many  authors,  and 
he  has  feen  feveral  of  them  hirnfelf.  But  fuch 
effects  cannot,  he  thinks,  be  afcribed  to  the 
immediate  action  of  the  warm  bath,  but  to  a 
certain  peculiar  irritability  of  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem,  or  to  the  warmth  of  the  bath  favouring 
the  action  of  a  colder  atmofphere.  The  er¬ 
ror  of  authors,  in  afcribing  debilitating  effects 
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to  the  warm  bath,  arifes,  Dr.  Marcard  thinks, 
from  their  confounding  it  with  the  hot  bath. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  moff  of  the  moderns, 
that  the  warm  bath  increafes  the  temperature 
of  the  body.  But  the  ancients  did  not  think 
fo,  as  it  was  preicribed  by  Hippocrates  and 
Galen,  in  inflammatory  difeafes.  Dr.  Mar- 
card  afcribes  this  miftake  of  the  moderns  to 
their  not  having  fufficiently  diftinguifhed  be¬ 
tween  the  hot  and  the  warm  bath.  The  beau- 
* 

tiful  experiments  of  Drs.  Fordyce,  Blagden, 
&c.  in  heated  rooms,  fhew  that  the  humaa 
body  can  fupport  an  aflonifhing  degree  of 
heat,  without  its  own  heat  being  increafed. 
But  this,  Dr.  Marcard  obferves,  is  not  the 
cafe  when  water  is  the  medium  through 
which  heat  is  conveyed  to  the  human  body. 
By  the  heat  of  water  at  1 1 2  degrees,  the  pulfe 
becomes  quicker,  the  fenfation  of  heat  is  great, 
and  the  a&ual  temperature  of  the  body  is 
increafed  feveral  degrees,  as  appears  from  the 
experiments  made  by  Dr.  Parr.  But  in  the 
warm  bath,  the  heat  of  which  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  96  degrees,  he  affirms  that  the  heat 
of  the  body  is  not  increaled.  He  has  not, 
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however,  related  any  experiments  on  this 
fubjeft.  ‘ 

Authors  have  differed  much  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  effe&s  of  warm  bathing  on  the 
pulfe.  To  be  able,  therefore,  to  determine 
truth  amidft  contradictory  accounts,  to  re¬ 
medy  the  want  of  accurate  obfervation,  and 
to  fee  if  the  effects  of  the  warm  bath  followed 
any  determined  and  fixed  law,  Dr.  Marcard 
was  induced  to  make  feme  experiments  on 
this  fubjeCt.  Thefe,  to  the  number  of  twenty- 
five,  are  related  in  this  treatife  ;  and  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  made  with  great  accuracy^ 
and  due  attention  to  all  the  concomitant  cir- 
cumftances.  As  they  do  not,  however,  admit 
of  an  abridgement,  we  (hall  here  confine  our- 
felves  to  the  conclufions  drawn  from  them, 
which  are  the  following. 

j ft.  Every  bath,  the  temperature  of  which 
is  under  96  degrees,  diminifhes  the  velocity 
of  the  circulation. 

2 d.  The  more  the  pulfe  deviates  from  a  flate 
of  health,  the  more  it  is  diiiiinifhed  in  quick- 
21  efs  by  the  warm  bath. 

3 d.  The  degree  of  heat  of  the  warm  bath, 
which  appears  to  have  the  greateft  effeCl,  in 

diminifhing 
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diminifning  the  morbid  frequency  of  the 
pulfe,  is  between  96  and  85  degrees,  which 
are  therefore  the  limits  which  have  been 
afligned  to  the  warm  bath. 

Ajh.  The  longer  the  bath  is  continued,  the 
flower  does  the  pulfe  become.  Dr.  Marcard 
reduced  his  own  pulfe  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
to  fifty-four  beats  in  a  minute.  But  what  the 
period  of  time  is  at  which  the  warm  bath 
ceafes  to  have  this  effedt,  has  not  yet  been  de¬ 
termined. 

fc  -y-. 

$th .  Although  it  may  be  aflumed,  as  a  ge¬ 
neral  law,  that  the  warm  bath  diminiflies  the 
frequency  of  the  pulfe;  yet  fo  far  is  this  dimi¬ 
nution  of  frequency  from  being  in  diredt  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  diminution  of  heat,  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  the  fame  temperature  had  not  at  all  times 
the  fame  effedt  on  the  fame  perfon,  far  lefs 
on  different  perfons.  In  one  cafe  only,  how¬ 
ever,  he  found  that  the  warm  bath  increafed 
the  velocity  of  the  pulfe. 

Nature,  Dr.  Marcard  obferves,  has  afford¬ 
ed  various  means  of  increafing  the  velocity  of 
the  circulation  ;  but  flie  has  given  us  very  few 
by  which  it  can  be  made  flower.  He  there¬ 
fore  very  properly  calls  our  attention  to  the 
above  effect  of  warm  bathing,  in  the  cure  of 
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difeafes,  as  it  is  a  remedy  which  is  much 
milder,  and  more  eafily  managed,  thamany  of 
the  medicines  called  fedatives.  Fevers,  he  ob- 
ferves,  naturally  prefent  themfelves  as  the  firfl 
difeafe,  in  which  we  fhould,  a  priori ,  conceive 
them  to  be  mod  ufeful.  Here,  however,  Dr. 
Marcard  merely  informs  usofwhattheancients, 
and  fome  moderns,  have  written  and  thought 
on  this  fubjeft,  without  pointing  out  from  his 
own  experience  either  the  particular  kinds  of 
fever,  to  which  the  warm  bath  is  beft  adapted, 
or  the  particular  periods  of  the  fever,  at  which 
the  greatefl  benefit  may  be  expected  from  the 
ufe  of  it.  A  proper  knowledge,  therefore,  of 
the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath  in  fevers,  flill  re¬ 
mains  to  be  invefligated. 

Dr.  Marcard  next  prefents  us  with  a  learn¬ 
ed  account  of  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath  in 
fmall-pox,  from  which  he  fhews  that  it  was 
frequently  ufed  in  this  difeafe,  from  its  very 
firfl  appearance  in  Europe.  But  more  feems 
to  have  been  faid  of  it  from  theory  than  from 
actual  pra&ice.  lie  gives  us  an  account,  how¬ 
ever,  of  a  final!  diftricl  in  Hungary,  fituated 
among  the  Carpathian  hills,  which  is  an  ex¬ 
ception  to  this.  There,  as  foon  as  a  child 
falls  fick,  when  there  is  reafon  to  fufpedl 
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that  the  ficknefs  arifes  from  the  infection  of 
the  fmall-pox,  it  is  inftantly  put  into  a  warm 
bath  of  pure  water.  As  foon  as  it  comes  out 
of  the  bath,  it  is  wrapt  in  warm  linen  and  put 
to  bed.  This  pra&ice  is  continued  twice  a- 
day,  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour  at  a  time, 
even  after  the  puflules  come  out,  and  until 
their  maturation.  The  fame  practice  is  after¬ 
wards  (till  continued  ;  but  inftead  df  the  pure 
water,  whey  is  ufed,  or  if  it  cannot  be  procu¬ 
red,  milk  and  water  in  equal  proportion  is 
fubflituted.  During  the  difeafe  they  give  no 
medicines  ;  milk  is  the  only  thing  prefcribed. 
This  practice,  Dr.  Fifcher  of  Erfurt,  who  gives 
a  particular  account  of  it,  reprefents  as  fo  fuc^ 
cefsftil,  that  during  a  very  fatal  epidemic 
fmall-pox  which  happened  in  the  year  172 7- 
23,  in  many  of  the  villages  where  this  method 
was  adopted,  none  died  ;  while  in  thofe 
where  a  different  method  of  treatment  was 
followed,  there  were  numerous  deaths.  Dr. 
Fifcher  followed  this  practice  himfelf ;  and 
he  found,  that  by  means  of  it  the  violence  of 
the  difeafe  was  diminifhed,  the  headach  re¬ 
lieved,  the  third:  quenched,  and  the  itching 
of  the  fkin  prevented.  lie  adds,  that  he  ne- 
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ver  faw  a  child  die  of  the  fmall-pox  who  ufed 
the  warm  bath  properly. 

Dr.  Marcard  gives  a  particular  account  of 
two  cafes  in  which  he  dire&ed  the  warm  bath 
in  fmall-pox.  In  both  it  had  confiderable  in¬ 
fluence  in  diminifhing  the  celerity  of  the 
pulfe  and  the  heat  of  the  body.  In  both,  the 
puftules  appeared  foon  after  the  warm  bath 
was  ufed ;  but  they  were  numerous,  and  the 
children  were  in  great  danger.  After  relating 
thefe  hiftories,  he  points  out  at  fome  length 
the  fymptoms  which  indicate  the  employment 
of  the  warm  bath,  and  the  intentions  with 
which  it  may  be  ufed  in  the  fmall-pox.  On 
this  fubjecl  he  prefents  us  with  the  following 
obfervations. 

] The  warm  bath  may  be  ufed  before 
the  eruption  of  the  fmall-pox,  with  the  intern 
tion  of  taking  off  the  determination  of  the  va¬ 
riolous  matter  from  the  face.  Dr.  Marcard* 
in  his  own  pra£tice,  conftantly  ufesTipot’s  me- 
.  thod,  who  orders  partial  warm  bathing  of 
the  feet  after  inoculation ;  and  he  thinks 
there  are  always  more  puftules  in  proportion 
on  the  parts  bathed,  than  on  the  reft  of  the 
body. 
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id.  Before  the  eruption,  the  warm  bath 

* 

may  be  ufed  to  alleviate  pain,  anxiety,  and 
reftleffnefs.  The  convulfions,  which  in  chil¬ 
dren  often  precede  the  eruption,  are  very  ge¬ 
nerally  relieved  by  the  warm  bath,  unlefs 

they  arife  from  Tome  irritation  in  the  intef- 

^  * 

tines. 

3 d.  The  warm  bath  has  been  recommend¬ 
ed  before  the  eruption  of  the  fmall-pox,  with 
the  intention  of  accelerating  it.  But  it  may. 
Dr.  Marcard  thinks,  be  a  queftion,  how  far 
this  is  proper,  fince  it  is  found,  that  the  longer 
the  eruption  is  of  appearing,  the  milder  is  the 
difeafe. 

4 th.  After  the  eruption,  the  warm  bath  is 
ufed  to  diminifh  the  heat  and  pain  arifing  from 
the  inflammation  of  the  puftules.  Dr.  Marcard 
has  never  tried  the  warm  bath  with  this  in¬ 
tention,  but  he  thinks  it  deferves  a  trial.  In¬ 
conveniences  may  indeed,  he  obferveS,  arife 
from  the  clothes  adhering  to  the  fkin  ;  but 
this  he  propofes  to  prevent,  by  rubbing  the 
parts  on  which  the  patient  lies,  with  fome  oily 
fubflance. 

About  the  period  of  the  evanefcence 
of  the  puftules,  the  warm  bath  has  been  ad- 
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vifed,  to  promote  the  falling  off ;  and  Dr. 
Marcard  thinks  that  it  leffens  the  chance  of 
*  pitting. 

But  although  Dr.  Marcard  contends,  that  in 
many  cafes  the  warm  bath  may  be  ufed  in 
every  flage  of  the  fmall-pox  with  advantage, 
yet  he  thinks,  that  it  would  be  improper  in 
cafes  where  the  difeafe  is  accompanied  with 
typhous  fever  and  petechias. 

Dr.  Marcard  next  makes  fome  obfervations 
on  the  ufe  of  warm  bathing,  in  what  he  calls 
the  nervous  fever.  As  he  employs  this  term 
in  a  different  fenfe  from  fome  other  authors, *• 
he  very  properly  gives  a  defcription  of  it.  It 
is  attended  with  a  quick  pulfe,  and  this  celeri¬ 
ty  is  much  increafed  on  the  flighted:  exertion. 
The  patient  has  often  an  uncommon  degree 
of  vivacity  and  fpirit,  but  is  unable  to  fleep. 
There  is  a  very  difagreeable  fenfation  of  heat 
and  burning  on  the  furface  of  the  body.  This 
difeafe  lads  for  feveral  months,  and  is  fre¬ 
quently  miffaken  for  confumption.  It  oc¬ 
curs  frequently  at  Pyrmont.  The  cold  bath 
and  tonics  afford  no  relief ;  but  Dr.  Marcard 
tells  us,  that  he  has  found  thcgreateft  advan¬ 
tage  in  this  difeafe,  from  the  ufe  of  the  warm 
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bath.  He  began  firft  with  the  warm  bath  of 
pure  water,  and  in  general  he  found,  that  the 
cure  proceeded  fo  faft,  that  in  fourteen  days 
he  could  order  bathing  in  the  mineral  water. 
He  concludes  his  remarks  on  this  difeafe  with 
relating  the  cafe  of  a  man,  whofe  habit  was, 
very  irritable,  with  his  pulfe  above  100  in  the 
minute.  He  was  dire&ed  to  ufe  the  warm 
bath  every  fecond  day.  After  the  fifth  bath, 
his  pulfe  was  reduced  to  the  natural  ftandard 
of  70  beats  in  a  minute  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time 
his  cure  was  completed. 

If  the  body  be  weighed  after  coming  out  of 
the  warm  bath,  it  will  be  found  to  have  increa- 
fed  in  weight.  Some  of  the  water  has  there¬ 
fore  been  abforbed.  It  is  evident  alfo,  that 
during  the  bathing  the  perfpiration  has  been 
increafed,  and  the  perfpirable  matter  is  mixed 
with  the  water.  To  determine  precifely  the  . 
actual  quantity  of  the  perfpirable  matter, 
which  is  thrown  out,  and  of  the  water  which 
is  abforbed,  is  very  difficult,  perhaps  impof- 
fible.  In  ftatical  experiments,  the  balance 
does  not  give  the  a&ual  quantity,  either  of  the 
perfpiration  or  of  the  abforption,  which  has 
taken  place  in  a  limited  time.  It  fliews  only 

L  4  the 


i68 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  IL 


difference  between  the  two.  The  difficulties 
increafe  when  the  experiments  are  made  with 
the  warm  bath,  as  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to 
obferve  minutely  the  given  quantity  of  water 
which  is  evaporated,  or  that  which  adheres 
to  the  Ikin,  or  which  is  otherwife  loft.  The 
experiments,  however,  of  Dr.  Falconer,  on  this 
fubjedt,  are  perhaps  the  moft  accurate.  Dr. 
Marcard  has  not  added  any  experiments  of 
his  own,  but  taking  thofe  of  Dr.  Falconer  as 
as  a  balls  on  which  to  calculate,  he  thinks, 
that  in  a  warm  bath  of  one  hour’s  duration, 
the  quantity  of  perfpired  matter  may  be  one 
pound,  and  that  of  the  water  abforbed  may 
amount  to  four  pounds. 

Befides  the  effe<ft  of  the  warm  bath,  as  in? 
creating  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  fluids, 
it  is  probable.  Dr.  Marcard  thinks,  that  it  has 
alfo  fome  other  effects  upon  the  fluids.  The 
pathology  of  the  fluids  is  ftill  fo  obfcure,  that 
we  hardly  know  the  changes  which  take  place 
in  them  in  difeafe.  But, Dr.  Marcard  is  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  that  the  good  effedls  of  warm 
bathing  which  he  has  obferved'  both  in  fcro- 
phula  and  in  various  cutaneous  eruptions, 
depend  upon  a  diminution  of  the  acrimony 
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of  the  fluids,  which  he  confiders  as  the  caufe 
of  thefq  difeafes.  To  the  fame  diminution  of 
acrimony  Dr.  Marcard  is  inclined  to  afcribe 

v 

the  powers  which  certain  waters  have,  of 
bringing  out  eruptions  on  the  furface  of  the 
body,  as  it  is  often  the  effeft  of  waters  which 
have  no  mineral  impregnation. 

Warm  bathing  has  fome  effe&s  upon  the 
fkin  to  which  it  is  immediately  applied.  Be^ 
Tides  cleaning  and  foftening  it  when  harden¬ 
ed,  it  appears  to  promote^he  renewal  of  the; 
fkin,  as  is  evident  from  the  immenfe  quantity 
of  fcales  which  fall  off  during  the  firft  baths. 
This  effect  may  be  of  ufe  in  fome  affe&ions 
of  the  fkin  itfelf,  and  in  increafing  its  fenfi- 
bility. 

After  this  full  account  of  warm  bathing, 
Dr.  Marcard  next  makes  fome  remarks  on 
the  hot  and  on  the  vapour  bath.  But  as  his 
opinions  refpe&ing  thefe  differ  little  from  the 
fentiments  of  others,  we  ftiall  not  offer  any 
analyfis  of,  them. 

On  the  cold  bath.  Dr.  Marcard  is  very 
particular.  It  were,  however,  to  have  been 
wiflied,  that  he  had  made  more  experiments 
<$n  the  effefts  of  cold  bathing  on  the  pulfe,  as 

authors 
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authors  difkr  in  their  accounts  of  this.  Qnlv 

J 

two  experiments  occur  in  Dr.  Marcard’s  book, 
m  a  bath  at  63  degrees,  he  found  the  pulfe 
reduced  from  80  to  70  beats  in  a  minute  ; 
and  in  one  of  60  degrees,  he  found  that  the 
pulfe  became  two  beats  quicker  after  the  bath 
than  before  it.  Dr.  Athill,  whofe  experi¬ 
ments  are  quoted  by  our  author,  found  that 
the  cold  bath  at  firft  made  the  pulfe  quicker, 
but  afterwards  it  became  flower. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  work  of  Dr.  Mar- 
card’s  is  an  excellent  collection  of  all  the  ob- 
fervations  and  experiments  of  preceding  au¬ 
thors  ;  and  contains  alfo  many  good  obfer- 
vations  of  his  own.  It  might,  however,  have 
been  improved,  by  more  fads  and  cafes  of 
difeafe,  in  which  bathing  has  been  employed 
with  advantage.  But  this  defect  he  promifes 
to  fupply,  in  a  treatife  on  the  Pyrmont  baths, 
to  which  the  prefent  work  may  be  confidered 
as  an  introduction. 
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A  Treatife  on  Sol-lunar  influence  in  Fevers?  &c* 
By  Francis  Balfour,  Vol.  I.  8vo.  Lon¬ 
don. 

\ 

rT"',HE  learned  and  ingenious  author  of  the 
treatife  now  before  us  has  already  fa¬ 
voured  the  public  with  feveral  ether  publica¬ 
tions  on  the  fame  fubject.  Of  thefe  our  readers 
will  find  fome  account  in  former  volumes  of 
this  work.  In  the  treatife  now  before  us,  the 
author  endeavours  to  afford  additional  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  doctrine  which  he  then  deli¬ 
vered.  After  a  refidence  of  two  or  three 
years  in  Britain,  during  which  time  the  pub¬ 
lications  formerly  ajluded  to  appeared,  Dr. 
Balfour  again  returned  to  Bengal,  where  he 
had  formerly  pradtifed  with  high  reputation 
for  a  confiderable  time.  The  additional  ob- 
fervations  which  he  has  of  late  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  making,  have  afforded  him  frelh 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  his  former  do&rine. 

In 
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In  the  volume  now  before  us,  we  are  prefent- 
ed  with  part  of  the  refult  of  thofe  obferva- 
lions  ;  and  the  author  promifes  a  continua- 

1 

tion  of  them  in  two  future  volumes.  His 
object  in  the  prefent  volume  is  to  eftabhfh  the 
reality  of  fol-lunar  influence,  upon  fuch  evi¬ 
dence,  that  it  may  no  longer  be  a  matter  of 
doubt,  but  that  future  inquirers  may  proceed 
dire&ly  to  inveftigate  the  particular  laws  and 
reftri&ions  under  which  it  acts  upon  the  hu¬ 
man  frame. 

In  the  fecond  volume,  the  author  pledges 
himfelf  to  explain  the  periodical  attacks  and 
remiflions  of  fevers,  their  various  types  of 
quotidian,  tertian,  &c.  their  tranfitions  from 
one  type  to  another,  and  a  variety  of  other 
curious  phoenomena,  which  have  hitherto  elu¬ 
ded  the  inveftigations  of  phyficians,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  (hall  carry  along  with  it  a  perfect  con¬ 
viction  of  its  truth  to  every  man  of  candour 
and  fenfe,  who  fhall  take  the  trouble  to  exa¬ 
mine  it.  An  endeavour  to  apply  the  know¬ 
ledge  we  have  thus  obtained,  to  reform  the 
theory,  practice,  and  language  of  medicine, 
and  to  fhew  in  what  refpe£ts  thefe  may  be 
ftill  farther  improved,  by  applying  it  to  profe- 
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cute  new  difcoveri^,  will,  he  tells  us,  fur^ 
nifh  matter  for  a  third  volume. 

To  obtain  fuch  fa£ts  as  might  furnifh  de¬ 
cided  proof,  either  of  the  reality  of  fol-lunar 
influence,  or  the  contrary,  Dr.  Balfour  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  many  of  his  friends  in 
different  parts  of  India* 

“  Dear  Sir, 

<c  From  feveral  obfervations  made  within 
thefe  few  years,  in  different  parts  of  the  world, 
fome  attempts  have  been  made,  to  revive  a 
doctrine  of  very  great  antiquity  in  medicine, 
viz.  that  in  fevers,  and  alfo  in  other  difeafes, 
the  human  body  is  affefted  in  a  confiderable 
degree,  by  an  influence  connected  with  the 
revolutions  of  the  fun  and  moon. 

<c  Amongft  a  variety  of  fa£ts  induced  in 
fupport  of  this  doftrine,  the  following,  being 
analogous  to  the  phcenomena  of  the  tides, 
appear  to  be  the  moft  ftriking  and  conclu- 
five  : 

“  i ft.  That  the  paroxyfms  of  fevers  fhew 
themfelves  in  a  greater  degree  of  violence 
about  the  full  and  change,  that  is  to  fay,  a- 
bout  three  days  and  an  half  before  and  after, 
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including  at  each  period  a  fpace  of  about  fe- 
ven  days,  than  during  the  interval  between 
thefe  periods. 

cc  id,  That  the  paroxyfms  of  fevers,  oc¬ 
curring  during  the  periods  defcribed,  are  con- 
ftantly  more  violent  about  mid-day  and  mid¬ 
night  (that  is  to  fay,  in  the  fpace  included  be¬ 
tween  half  after  eight  in  the  morning  and 
half  after  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  be¬ 
tween  half  after  eight  in  the  evening  and 
half  after  three  in  the  morning,  including  at 
each  a  fpace  of  about  feven  hours),  than  du¬ 
ring  the  intervals  between  thefe  fpaces. 

1 

“  3 d.  That  fome  remarkable  abatement,  in 
the  violence  of  paroxyfms,  never  fails  to  take 
place  upon  the  expiration  of  the  full  and 

chan  ore. 

D 

cc  4 th,  That  the  paroxyfms  of  fevers,  whilft 
they  abate  in  violence  upon  the  expiration  of 
the  full  and  change,  fhift  alfo  their  acceflion 
or  attack  to  a  later  hour. 

cc  Various  other  circumftances  and  argu¬ 
ments  have  been  hated,  and  one  gentleman 
fays,  that  his  obfervations  of  fol-lunar  influ¬ 
ence  have  not  been  confined  to  fever,  but 
that  epilepfy,  infanity,  paralytic  affections', 
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headachs,  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  aflhmas, 
pthifical  coughs,  pains,  and  fwellings  of  the 
liver  and  fpleen,  gouts,  rheumatifm,  toothach, 
diarrhoeas,  colics,  coflivenefs,  complaints  in 
the  urinary  paflages,  boils,  ulcers,  fores,  and 
eruptions  of  different  kinds,  often  affumed  an 
intermittent  form,  and  returned  regularly 
with  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon  ;  and 
difappeared  or  diminifhed  during  the  inter¬ 
vals.  He  had  alfo  conceived,  that  the  he¬ 
morrhoids,  the  fits  of  teething  in  children,  and 
the  delivery  of  women  with  child,  are  directed 
to  happen  more  frequently  at  thefe  periods 
than  during  the  intervals,  by  the  fame  law. 

cc  To  determine  whether  there  actually 
exifl  in  nature  a  general  law  of  fo  great  power, 
or  whether  it  be  merely  the  phantom  of  a  few 
individuals,  muff  certainly  appear  to  every 
man  of  fenfe  and  candour  to  be  a  matter  of 
confequence,  not  only  to  medicine,  but  to  eve¬ 
ry  branch  of  natural  knowledge* 

“  From  this  perfuafion,  I  have  been  indu¬ 
ced  to  undertake  the  collection  of  all  the  in¬ 
formation  I  can  obtain  on  this  fubject ;  and 
flattering  myfelf,  that  every  lover  of  fcience 
will  be  ready  to  aflift  me  with  his  teftimony, 
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as  far  as  it  goes  on  either  fide  of  the  queftion, 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  requefling  the 
communication  of  any  fads  that  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  connected  with  my  prefent  ob- 

jea. 

“  That  my  hiflory  of  fads  may  be  as  fair 
and  impartial  as  pollible,  I  mud  alfo  requeft 
’  your  per jniffion  to  publifh  whatever  you  com¬ 
municate  in  your  owa-words,  and  with  your 
own  name  annexed. 

cc  I  hope  I  fhall  have  the  pleafure  of  hear¬ 
ing  from  you  foon,  and  fhall  confider  every 
obfervation  with  which  you  may  favour  me 
as  an  obligation. 

I  am,  &c. 

*  .  •  • 

Francis  BaLfour.*’ 

To  this  letter  Dr.  Balfour  received  anfwers 
from  upwards  of  fixty  different  perfons,  a- 
mong  whom  were  many  of  the  mofl  eminent 
medical  praditioners  in  Bengal,  Drs.  Camp¬ 
bell,  Bruce,  Fontana,  Wade,  Hare,  Boydj 
&c.  tending  ftrongly  to  corroborate  the  doc¬ 
trine.  Of  their  observations,  however,  we 
cannot  propofe  to  give  any  particular  account. 
And  we  fhall  content  ourfelves  with  laying 

before 
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before  our  readers  Dr.  Balfour’s  general  Rate- 
ment  of  the  fads 

From  a  review  of  the  authorities,  he  con¬ 
cludes,  that  almoft  the  whole  of  them  con¬ 
cur  in  affirming  the  truth  of  the  following 
obfervations,  that  the  relapfes  and  exacerba¬ 
tions  of  remitting  and  intermitting  fevers 
happened  much  more  frequently,  at  the  fprings 
about  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon,  than 
in  the  neaps. 

This  obfervation,  he  remarks,  neceflarily 
implies,  that  thofe  who  made  it  did  obferve 
the  following  feparate  and  diRinct  fads. 

“  ijl.  That  many  relapfes  and  exacerba¬ 
tions  happened  during  the  fprings  at  new 
moon. 

cc  2 d.  That  few  relapfes  and  exacerbations 
happened  during  the  neaps  following  new 
moon. 

“  *d.  That  many  relapfes  and  exacerba¬ 
tions  happened  during  the  fprings  at  full 

moon. 

cc  4 tb.  That  few  relapfes  and  exacerbations 
happened  during  the  neaps  following  full 
moon. 

From  a  confiderable  number  of  the  au- 
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thorities,  as  well  as  from  his  own  experience, 
and  the  tedimony  of  many  with  whom  he 
has  converted,  Dr.  Balfour  infers,  that  con¬ 
firmation  is  afforded  of  four,  other  farts,  viz. 

44  5//;.  That  during  the  fprings,  many  pa- 
roxyfms  come  on  about  the  middle  of  the 
day,  viz.  between  half  pad  eight  a.  m.  and 
half  pad  three  p.  m. 

cc  6th .  That  during  the  fprings,  few  pa- 
roxyfms  come  on  in  the  evening  between 
half  pad  three  p.  m.  and  half  pad  eight 
p.  m. 

44  jth.  That  during  the  fprings,  many  pa¬ 
re  xy  fins  come  on  about  the  middle  of  the 
night,  viz.  between  half  pad  eight  p.  m.  and 
and  half  pad  three  a.  in. 

64  8 th.  That  during  the  fprings,  few  pa- 
rcxyfms  come  on  in  the  morning  between 
half  pad  three  a.  m.  and  half  pad  eight 
a.  m.” 

Although  the  tendency  of  fbrile  parox- 
yfms  to  podpone  their  attacks  is  fupported 
only  by  a  few  obfervations  in  Dr.  Balfour’s 
collection,  yet  even  from  thefe,  corroborated 
by  the  evidence  which  they  derive  from  their 
dofe  conncrtion  with  other  farts,  he  thinks 
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he  may  with  confidence  add,  as  another  con** 
clufion, 

“  9 th.  That  during  the  fprings  and  neaps, 
the  paroxyfms  of  fevers  have  a  tendency  to 
poftpone  the  hour  of  attack,  at  each  fuc- 
ceeding  return,  in  coincidence  with  the  tides. ” 

Dr.  Balfour  obferves,  that  by  eftablifhing 
and  difcriminating  thofe  nine  different  facts, 
it  will  not  efcape  the  obfervation  of  thofe 
who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  the  prefent 
{late  of  medical  fcience,  that  we  have  acqui¬ 
red  the  knowledge  of  no  lefs  than  nine  dif¬ 
ferent  remarkable  coincidences,  between  cer¬ 
tain  phoenomena  of  fevers  and  certain  pe¬ 
riods  of  time,  hitherto  overlooked  and  un¬ 
known  in  medicine  and  natural  philofophy. 
And,  upon  the  whole,  he  concludes,  that  the 
dominion  of  fol-lunar  influence  over  fevers 
is  now  demonftrated,  and  ought  no  longer  to 
be  confidered  as  a  matter  of  doubt ;  but  that 
future  inquirers  fhould  diredtly  proceed  to 
inveftigate  the  particular  laws  and  reitrie- 
tions,  under  which  it  afls,  for  the  purpofe 
of  improving  our  knowledge  and  ikiii  in  ufe- 
ful  arts. 

from  the  numerous  facts  which  Dm  Bai- 
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foul*  has  colledled,  there  can  now,  we  ima¬ 
gine,  remain  no  doubt,  that  in  the  kingdom 
of  Bengal,  either  a  return  or  an  increafe  of 
the  fevers  are  frequently  obferved,  both  a- 
bout  the  time  of  full  and  likewife  of  new 
moon.  But  that  this  arifes  from  a  general 
law  of  fol-lunar  influence,  extending  over  the 


- — 

whole  globes  does  not  yet  appear  to  us  to  be 

i 

by  any  means  afcertained.  If  fuch  a  law 
really  exifted,  we  fhould  naturally  expert  to 
find  rnoft  of  the  deaths  from  fevers  taking 
place,  either  about  the  full  or  change  of 
the  moon.  This,  however,  was  by  no  means 
the  cafe  during  the  fatal  fever  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  of  which  we  have  given  an  account  in 
the  prefent  volume.  There,  during  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  three  months,  the  number  of  deaths 
had  a  regular  increafe  and  decline,  with¬ 
out  being  in  any  degree  affeded  at  parti¬ 
cular  periods  by  fol-lunar  influence.  This 
fubjeft,  however,  may  be  juftly  confidered 
as  well  meriting  the  future  attention  of  prac¬ 
titioners  in  every  country.  And  we  appre¬ 
hend,  that  an  exa &  regifler  of  deaths  fro 
fever  would  afcertain,  with  greater  accuracy, 
whether  fuch  an  influence  does  or  does  not 
i  exifti 
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exift,  than  the  circumftances  either  of  the 
increafed  feverity  of  paroxyfms,  or  even  of 
the  day  of  the  recurrence  of  fevers,  refpeft- 
ing  both  which,  patients  themfelves,  as 
well  as  pra&itioners,  may  often  be  decei¬ 
ved. 
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A  Practical  Effay  on  a  certain  Difeafe  of  the 
Bones ,  termed  Necrofis ,  illufkrated  with  fix- 
plates .  James  Ruffell,  F.R.S.  Edin.  Fel¬ 
low  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  one 
of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Royal  Infirmary ,  Edin¬ 
burgh .  8vo.  Edinburgh. 

rT',HAT  difeafe  of  the  bones,  termed  Ne- 
crofis,  which  is  the  fubjeCt  of  the  pre- 
fent  effay,  difplays,  in  a  very  remarkable  de¬ 
gree,  the  power  of  reproduction  which  na¬ 
ture  poffefles.  In  this  difeafe  new  parts  are 
formed,  in  a  manner  very  curious,  and  with 
a  degree  of  perfection  altogether  extraordi¬ 
nary.  For,  after  the  entire  lofs  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  bone,  the  formation  of  a  fubftitute  one 
enables  the  patient  to  perform  all  the  ulual 
functions  of  the  limb,  without  any  fenfible 
inconvenience  or  difficulty.  And  it  is  a  very 
remarkable  circumftance,  that,  in  favourable 
inftances  of  the  difeafe*  the  power  of  motion 
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is  preferved,  during  all  the  time  thefe  changes 
are  going  on.  In  this  refpedt,  necrofis  differs 
from  all  other  cafes  of  renovation  ;  and  the 
four  following  circumftances  may  be  confi- 
dered,  Mr.  Ruffell  obferves,  as  fully  eftablifh- 
ed  in  cafes  of  necrofis.  cc  \Ji9  That  the  new 
“  bone  is  formed  and  confolidated  before  the 
<c  old  one  feparates  ;  2 dly\  That  it  furrounds 
cc  the  old  bone  ;  ^dly9  That  it  is  larger  in  fize; 
cc  and,  4 thly9  That  it  is  only  equal  to  the  old 
“  bone  in  length;” 

In  this  difeafe,  the  old  bone  ferves  as  a 
mould  for  the  new  one  ;  and  the  drift  ftep  of 
the  procefs  is  to  furround  the  old  bone  with 
an  effufion  which  feems  to  be  of  a  gelatinous 
nature.  This  effufed  ftratum  gradually  ac¬ 
quires  an  additional  degree  of  confidence,  aft 
ter  which  offidck  nuclei  make  their  appear-  , 
ance  in  different  places,  and  quite  diftant  from 
each  other.  They  increafe  in  number  and 
enlarge  in  fize,  till  at  laff  they  come  into  con- 
tadc  and  unite  together,  fo  that  the  whole  of 
the  effufed  ftratum  is  converted  into  a  mafs 
of  bone.  This  new  bone  is  completely  or- 
ganifed,  and  has  all  the  properties  of  a  bone 
ef  the  mod  perfect  ftru&ure,  but  is  not  difpo- 
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fed  into  the  fame  regular  lamellae  with  the 
primitive  bone.  In  the  formation  of  this  new 
bone,  at  the  time  of  the  effufion,  all  the  ten¬ 
dons,  being  in  their  natural  fituation,  are  fur- 
rounded  and  fixed  by  the  gradual  confolida- 
lion  and  ultimate  converfion  of  the  effufion 
into  folid  bone  y  and  in  this  manner  is  the 
infertion  of  the  mufcles  transferred  from  the, 
old  to  the  new  bene.  The  dead  portion  of 
the  old  bones,  which  feparates  from  the  living 
parts,  and  is  fuppled  by  the  new  bone,  has 
been  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  Sequef- 
tra. 

After  this  general  view  of  the  nature  of 


necrofis,  Mr.  Ruffell  proceeds  to  inquire 
into  the  origin  of  this  offeous  fhell,  and  into 
the  circumftances  which  occafion  its  forma¬ 
tion.  Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Du 
Hamel,  and  thofe  phyfiologiffs  who  have  a- 
dopted  his  hypothefis  with  regard  to  the  for¬ 
mation  of  bones,  Mr.  Ruffell  thinks  it  pro¬ 
ved  almoft  to  a  demonff ration,  that  the  ori¬ 
ginal  perioftium  has  no  fhare  whatever  in  the 
formation  of  the  new  bone.  This  he  thinks 
clearly  proved  by  cafes  of  compound  fra&ure, 
where  the  cure  goes  on  upon  the  principle 
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of  a  cafe  of  necrofis  ;  by  cafes  where  part  of 
a  bone  has  been  replaced,  after  being  carried 
away,  together  with  the  perioflium  ;  and  fi¬ 
nally  by  cafes  where  a  new  bone  has  been 
formed,  notwithftanding  the  total  deftru&ion 
of  the  original  bone  and  its  perioflium. 

From  a  consideration  of  every  circumflance, 
he  thinks  it  appears  that  the  pulpy  mafs,  which 
extends  from  one  portion  of  the  bone  to  the 
other,  and  is  itfelf  at  lafl  converted  into 
bone,  is  entirely  a  new  creation,  and  has  no 
dependence  either  on  the  original  bone  or 
its  perioflium. 

Mr.  Ruffell  next  inquires  into  the  caufes 
which  occafion  the  formation  of  the  new  offe- 
ous  fhell.  From  fome  curious  and  interefling 
experiments,  inflituted  by  Mr.  Troja,  he  in¬ 
fers,  that  the  death  of  a  portion  of  bone,  and 
the  deflrudlion  of  the  marrow,  is  one  never- 
failing  caufe  of  necrofis.  But  from  different 
cafes,  which  have  fallen  under  his  own  ob¬ 
servation,  he  thinks  it  proved,  that  the  fub di¬ 
lute  bone  may  be  far  advanced  in  its  forma¬ 
tion  before  thefequeftra  dies,  or  the  marrow 
be  deflroyed.  He  infers,  therefore,  that  al¬ 
though  the  death  of  a  bone,  from  the  deduc¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  the  marrow,  may  be  one  caufe  pro¬ 
ducing  an  attack  of  necrofis  ;  yet  that  is  by 
no  means  the  foie  or  indifpenfible  caufe.  In¬ 
flammation,  he  remarks,  always  precedes  ne¬ 
crofis  ;  and  many  different  caufes  may,  he 
thinks,  excite  that  kind  of  inflammation 
which  terminates  in  necrofis.  The  probabili¬ 
ty,  he  thinks,  is,  that  the  effects  of  the  inflam¬ 
matory  attack  have  a  double  operation,  and 
are  the  fource,  both  of  the  death  of  the  old 
bone,  and  of  that  date  of  aCtion,  which  gives 
birth  to  the  generation  of  the  fubftitute.  The 
foundation,  therefore,  of  both  procefles,  the 
one  terminating  in  death,  the  other  in  repro¬ 
duction,  would  feem  to  be  laid  at  the  fame 
time,  and  to  depend  on  one  common  caufe. 

Mr.  Ruflell  next  prefents  us  with  a  particu¬ 
lar  hiftory  of  the  principal  fymptoms  in  ne¬ 
crofis;  and  he  here  offers  many  important  re¬ 
marks  refpeCting  the  pain,  the  enlargement 
of  bone,  the  fuppuration,  the  ulcerations,  and 
the  difcharge  of  fpiculae  of  bone,  which  are 

obferved  in  this  difeafe.  The  flate  of  the  fe- 

# 

queflra  alfo,  the  period  of  their  feparating, 
their  diflfolution,  and  the  feparation  of  joint, 
are  objedts  of  confideration. 

In 
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In  treating  of  the  feat  of  necrofis,  Mr.  Ruf- 
fell  obferves,  that  this  difeafe  does  not  attack 
all  the  bones  of  the  body  promifcuoufly.  It 
is  the  long  bones  which  are  chiefly  liable  to  be 
attacked  ;  and  excepting  the  lower  jaw,  none, 
perhaps,  of  the  irregularly  (haped  bones  be¬ 
come  the  fubjedt  of'  necrofis.  Of  all  the 
bones,  the  tibia  is  the  molt  frequent  fubje£t 
of  necrofis  ;  and  the  next,  perhaps,  in  point 
of  frequency,  are  the  femur  and  lower  jaw. 

With  refpedt  to  the  duration  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  Mr.  Ruflell  obferves,  that,  from  different 
circumftances,  it  is  very  variable.  A  cure, 
he  tells  us,  may  be  completed  in  lefs  than 
three  months  from  the  firft  moment  of  the  at¬ 
tack.  But  in  general  a  much  longer  time  is 
required  ;  and  cafes  of  necrofis  of  the  tibia 
have  been  five  or  fix  years  of  completing 
their  courfe.  It  therefore  appears,  fays  he, 
that  necrofis  is  a  tedious,  though  not  proper¬ 
ly  a  chronic  difeafe. 

Necrofis  is  properly  a  difeafe  of  the  earlier 
periods  of  life.  Excepting  when  it  took  place 
in  the  lower  jaw,  Mr.  Ruflell  has  never 
known  a  cafe  of  it  in  which  the  attack  be¬ 
gan  after  the  twentieth  year ;  and  he  never 
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beard  of  a  cafe  in  which  it  began  at  an  ear¬ 
lier  period  than  fix  years  of  age. 

Of  the  caufes  of  necrofis,  Mr.  Ruflell  ob- 
ferves,  that  no  fatisfaclory  account  can  be 
given.  But,  independent  of  its  connexion 
with  age,  he  is  inclined  to  believe,  that  it 
more  readily  attacks  thofe  who  have  a  fcro- 
phulous  taint  in  their  conftitution,  than 
others.  In  many  cafes,  necrofis  is  not  refer¬ 
able  to  any  external  caufe.  The  cafes  of  rie- 
crofis  which  originate  from  external  injury, 
according  to  Mr.  RufTell’s  obfervation,  gene¬ 
rally  occur  in  the  lower  jaw.  As  taking 
place  in  that  bone,  it  may  often  be  traced  to 
the  effe&s  of  blows,  of  toothach,  of  falivation, 
of  fmall-pox,  and  the  like. 

Necrofis  is  in  fome  danger  of  being  con¬ 
founded  with  a  general  enlargement  of  the 
bone,  with  exfoliation  of  an  external  lamella, 
and  with  what  has  been  termed  a  cafe  of  in¬ 
ternal  exfoliation.  But  fmiple  enlargement  of 
the  bone  is  not  necefiarily  or  conflantly  at¬ 
tended  with  pain  at  the  commencement  of 
the  difeafe,  and  its  progrefs  is  more  flow  and 
gradual ;  nor  are  there  any  fiftulous  ulcers  to 
difcharge  matter,  In  cafes  of  exfoliation,  be- 
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fides  numerous  other  diftinguiihing  fymptoms, 
Mr.  Ruflell  obferves,  that  the  attack  of  the 
difeafe  is  much  more  limited  in  its  extent, 
and  not  accompanied  with  any  general  fwel- 
ling  of  the  limb.  If  the  bone  be  at  all  enlar¬ 
ged,  it  is  only  to  a  final!  diftance  above  and 
below  the  ulcer  ;  and  then  it  is  not  furround- 
ed  by  any  fweliing  of  the  foft  parts.  With 
regard  to  internal  exfoliations,  though  thefe 
frequently  do  affed  the  cranium,  yet  Mr# 
Ruflell  has  never  met  with  an  inftance  of  this 
in  the  long  bones.  •  Thofe  reprefented  as  in¬ 
ternal  exfoliations  were,  he  thinks,  decidedly 
cafes  of  necrofls  ;  and  he  has  therefore  no 
hefltation  in  excluding  this  from  any  conflde- 
ration  in  the  diagnofls. 

With  regard  to  the  prognofls,  Mr.  Ruflell 
obferves,  that  necrofls,  though  often  a  pain¬ 
ful  and  tedious,  is  yet  but  very  rarely  a  fatal 
difeafe.  It  is  only  from  attacks  upon  the  in¬ 
ferior  extremities  that  fatal  confequences  are 
to  be  dreaded.  And  even  under  the  moft  un¬ 
favourable  circumftances,  the  word  alterna¬ 
tive  which  can  be  prefented  to  a  patient's 
choice,  is  that  of  fubmitting  to  lofe  his  limb, 
in  order  to  fave  his  life. 
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The  lafl  fubjeft  which  Mr.  Ruffell  confi- 
ders  in  this  effay,  is  the  method  of  cure.  Ne- 
crofis  does  not,  he  thinks,  admit  of  relief 
from  any  general  treatment  of  the  conflitu- 
tion.  The  difeafe  is  totally  local ;  and  is,  he 
thinks,  too  deeply  rooted  to  yield  to  any  ge¬ 
neral  remedy;  and  he  doubts  much,  whe¬ 
ther  any  real  benefit  can  be  derived  from  the 
ufe  of  topical  applications.  The  inflamma¬ 
tion,  he  tells  us,  is  always  fo  deep  feated,  and 
often  fo  fevere,  that  no  local  treatment  has 
power  to  prevent  or  to  check  it.  The  com¬ 
mon  pra&ices,  in  cafes  of  local  inflammation, 
topical  blood-letting,  and  cooling  aflringent 
folutions,  have  here  little  effect.  At  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  difeafe,  however,  no  other 
practices  are  applicable  ;  and  a  trial  of  thefe  is 
naturally  fuggefted  by  the  intenfity  and  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  pain  ;  efpecially  as  this  trial 
cannot  poffibly  prove  injurious.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  clear,  that  whatever  degree  of  efficacy 
thefe  means  poffefs,  they  can  be  attended  with 
advantage  only  at  the  incipient  ftage  of  the 
difeafe. 

But  if  the  attack  be  not  at  once  fubdued, 
art  can  do  little  more  than  to  regulate  its 
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eourfe  infome  particular  circumflances.  When 
the  fafety  of  the  patient’s  life  is  endangered 
from  the  extent  and  violence  of  the  inflam¬ 
mation,  before  the  new  fhell  be  formed,  or  the 
fequeflra  loofe,  and  be  ready  to  feparate,  any 
premature  attempt  to  extract  the  fequeflra  by 
force  would  necelfarily  exafperate  all  the 
fymptoms.  The  palliative  practice,  therefore, 
of  applying  emollient  poultices,  or  warm  fo- 
mentations,  is  all  that  the  cafe  then  admits 
of.  And  if  this  treatment  do  not  fucceed, 
there  is  no  alternative  but  amputation. 

After  the  fir  ft  period  of  danger  is  paflfed, 
the  foie  object  of  practice,  throughout  the 
whole  eourfe  of  the  difeafe,  confifts  in  remo¬ 
ving  the  fequeflra  at  a  proper  time.  But  there 
are  two  oppofite  ftates  of  the  complaint,  in 
which  any  interference  w^ould  certainly  be  pre¬ 
judicial  :  Firft,  where  the  fequeflra  is  diffol- 
ving,  without  making  its  appearance  external¬ 
ly,  or  giving  any  confiderable  diflurbance  to 
the  conflitution  ;  and,  fecondly,  when  it  is  e- 
fcapingfrom  its  confinement,  without  violence, 
and  without  much  uneafinefs.  But  in  the  in¬ 
termediate  flate  of  the  difeafe,  wdiere  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  fequeflra  is  a  perpetual  fource  of 
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irritation,  an  operation  for  its  removal  is  re- 
quifite  to  bring  about  a  happy  ilfue.  It  is, 
however,  Mr.  Ruffell  obferves,  a  point  of 
great  nicety,  to  determine  the  proper  time  to 
perforin  the  operation  ;  and  on  this  fubjeCt  he 
offers  many  judicious  obfervations.  He  con¬ 
cludes,  upon  the  whole,  that  whenever  we 
are  fatisfied  of  the  exigence  of  a  cafe  of  ne- 
crofis,  and  are,  from  the  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  convinced  that  the  patient  mull 
expect  a  long  continuance  of  fuffering,  with 
a  tedious  and  uncertain  cure,  it  is  clearly  of 
advantage  to  operate  early  ;  as  we  thus  not 
only  abridge  the  duration  of  the  patient’s  di- 
ftrefs,  but,  from  the  fuperior  foftnefs  of  the 
bone,  we  operate  with  greater  facility. 

When  the  expofure  or  protrufion  of  the 
fequeflra  removes  all  uncertainty  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  cafe,  an  operation  is  ver^  gene¬ 
rally  advifeable,  to  accelerate  its  removal, 
and  in  feme  cafes  to  fave  the  patient’s  life. 

But  although,  when  the  exigence  of  the 
difeafe  is  clearly  afeertained,  and  the  irrita¬ 
tion  produced  is  confiderable,  a  practition¬ 
er  can  hardly  be  too  early  in  performing  the 
operation  $  yet  fgmetimes,  either  from  negli- 
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gence  or  want  of  opportunity,  the  complaint 
may  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  an  imprudent 
height.  This,  however,  is  no  rcafon  for 
with-holding  the  affidance  of  an  operation  ; 
for  although  it  may  prove  lefs  effectual  than 
could  be  wilhed,  yet  it  will  neither  accele¬ 
rate  the  progrefs,  nor  aggravate  the  feverity, 
of  the  cafe. 

In  place  of  the  extraction  of  the  fequeftra, 
fome  have  propofed  that  it  diouki  be  d-idbl- 
ved  :  and  for  this  purpofe  the  injection  of  the 
muriatic  acid,  in  a  diluted  date,  has  been 
fuggeded.  Againd  this  propofal,  however, 
Mr.  Rudeli  urges  many  powerful  and  judi¬ 
cious  objections  ;  and  lie  regards  it  as  one  of 
thofe  fpeculative  projects  in  furgerv,  which 
does  not  merit  a  trial  in  practice. 

With  refpe'ct  to  the  operation  to  be  per¬ 
formed  in  cafes  of  necrofis,  it  is  neither,  he 
obferves,  delicate  nor  difficult.  It  confifts  in 
extracting  the  fequedra,  through  an  aperture 
in  the  new  oiTeous  lhell.  The  drft  ftep  is  to 
lay  bare  the  bone  ;  and  although  this  may  be 
done,  by  the  application  of  a  cauftic,  yet  Mr. 
Rudeli  confiders  the  ufe  of  the  fcalpel  as  pre¬ 
ferable  hi  every  indance.  The  place,  direc- 
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tion,  and  extent  of  the  external  incifion,  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  number  and  fituation 
of  the  fiftulous  openings  in  the  fkin. 

A  portion  of  the  new  bone,  under  one  of 
thefe  openings,  fufficient  to  permit  the  fur- 
geon  to  explore  the  ftate  of  the  parts  beneath, 
is  to  be  laid  bare.  In  this  fpace  an  opening 
of  the  bone,  which  leads  dire&ly  to  the  inter¬ 
nal  cavity,  will  probably  be  difcovered.  But 
if  this  opening  be  fo  narrow  and  irregular, 
that  a  probe  cannot  be  made  to  pafs,  the  next 
Hep  is  to  bore  a  fmall  hole  in  the  bone,  by 
means  of  a  perforator.  A  bent  probe  is  then 
to  be  introduced,  to  explore  the  ftate  of  the 
whole  internal  cavity.  By  proceeding  in  this 
manner,  the  furgeon  has  it  in  his  power  to 
afcertain  all  the  circumftances  which  are  re- 
quifite  to  be  known,  previoufly  to  the  laft 
and  moft  eflential  ftep  of  the  operation. 

After  the  fuperftcial  parts  are  removed  as 
far  as  is  neceffary,  the  next  ftep  is  to  cut  out 
a  portion  of  the  new-formed  bone.  This, 
before  its  complete  confolidation,  may  fome- 
times  be  done  by  means  of  a  ftrong  fharp 
fcalpell.  But  when  the  bone  is  too  hard  for 
this,  Mr.  Ruffell  prefers  making  an  opening 
2  by 
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by  means  of  the  trepan,  to  any  other  method 
that  has  been  fuggefted  ;  for  the  gradual  en¬ 
largement  of  the  opening,  leaves  it  in  our 
power  to  flop  whenever  a  fufficient  width  is 
opened  to  permit  the  extraction  of  the  fe- 
queftra ;  and  at  the  fame  time  affords  an 
opportunity  of  judging  how  far  any  advan¬ 
tage  may  be  gained  by  breaking  down  the 
fequeftra  into  feparate  pieces.  If  it  be  of  a 
large  fize,  the  extraction  may  be  very  much 
facilitated  by  this  means.  In  general,  it  may 
be  divided  by  means  of  cutting  pliars ;  but  if 
it  be  too  hard  and  folid  to  yield  to  them,  it 
is  always  poffible  to  remove  a  portion  of  it, 
by  applying  the  head  of  a  trepan. 

For  the  fore  after  the  operation,  the  moff 

✓  / 

fimple  dreffings  anfwer  the  belt.  The  whole 
limb  fhould  be  covered  with  a  large  emollient 
poultice,  which  fhould  be  changed  three  times 
a-day.  In  general,  in  lefs  than  a.  week  the 
bone  becomes  covered  with  granulations, 
which  are  of  a  more  folid  confidence  than 
thofe  arifing  from  the  common  foft  parts.  Af¬ 
ter  a  healthy  fuppuration  is  eftablifhed,  a 
dreffmg  of  fimple  ointment  may  be  fubftitu- 
ted  to  the  poultices ;  and  under  this  in  time 
a  perfeCt  cicatrix  will  be  formed.  In  cafes  of 
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necrofis  of  the  tibia,  the  cure,  from  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  fequeftra  till  its  final  comple¬ 
tion,  will  require  from  four  to  fix  months  ; 
and  in  other  bones,  a  longer  or  a  fhorter  time, 
in  proportion  to  their  fize,  and  to  the  age  of 
the  patient. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  cure,  the  patient 
mull  be  confined  to  bed,  till  the  granulations 
have  grown  to  the  level  of  the  furface,  and 
have  begun  to  receive  a  covering  of  ikin.  Af¬ 
ter  this  period,  he  may  be  indulged  with 
greater  liberty ;  but  muft  at  all  times  be  cau¬ 
tious  of  over-doing,  and  mull  content  him- 
felf  at  firfh  with  walking  fhort  diftances,  with 
his  leg  fufpended  in  a  fling.  When  the  cure 
is  finally  completed,  the  affe&ed  limb  is  left 
larger  and  lefs  fhapely  than  the  other  ;  but  in 
fulfilling  all  the  ufeful  purpofes  of  life,  its 
functions  are  not  impaired. 

To  this  valuable  treatife,  on  a  difeafe  hi¬ 
therto  but  im perfectly  underflood,  Mr.  Ruf* 
fell  has  added  feveral  engravings,  which  beau¬ 
tifully  illuflrate  the  progreflive  changes  taking 
place  in  the  formation  of  the  new  parts.  And 
by  his  fyflematic  view  of  the  fubjecl,  he  has 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  folid  improvement  in 
future  practices. 
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Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  the  Anguftura 
Bark .  By  Auguftus  Everard  Brande,  Apo¬ 
thecary  to  the  Queen .  8vo.  London. 


LTHOUGH  not  many  years  have  elap- 


fed,  fince  the  Anguftura  bark  was  firft 
introduced  into  Europe,  yet  from  the  benefit 
derived  from  it  in  a&uai  pra&ice,  it  is  now 
extenfively  employed  by  feveral  pra&itioners 
of  the  firft  eminence.  The  obfervations  and 
experiments,  therefore,  which  in  the  treatife 
now  before  us  Mr.  Brande  has  prefented  to 
the  public,  will  naturally  claim  the  attention 
of  all  thofe  practitioners  who  wilh  to  avail 
themfelves  of  every  important  addition  to  the 
Materia  Medica. 

Mr.  Brande  begins  this  treatife  by  giving 
fome  account  of  the  firft  appearance  and  re¬ 
ception  of  the  Anguftura.  In  the  year  1788, 
a  conliderable  quantity  of  this  bark  was 
brought  by  different  fhips  from  the  Weft  In- 
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dies  to  Britain.  It  was  represented  as  having 
been  found  very  fuperior  to  the  Peruvian  bark 
in  the  cure  of  fevers. 

It  was  not  alledged  to  be  the  product  of 
any  Weft  India  tree.  It  was  at  firft  fuppofed 
to  have  been  carried  to  the  Weft  Indies  from 
Africa.  But,  by  letters  from  Dr.  Ewer  and 
Dr.  Williams,  of  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  which 
were  publifhed  in  the  London  Medical  Jour¬ 
nal,  the  pubiic  were  informed,  that  it  was  the 
product  of  South  America  ;  and  that  the 
name  of  Cortex  Angufturse  was  given  it  from 
that  of  the  place  from  whence  the  Spaniards 
bring  it.  Anguftura,  however,  is  merely  a 
general  term  for  a  narrow  pafs  between 
mountains.  Different  places  to  which  this 
term  is  applied  are  to  be  found  in  the  maps 
of  South  America,  on  the  river  Oroonoko ; 
but  there  does  not  feem  to  exift  any  town  or 
diftrift  of  the  name.  And  every  endeavour 
to  afcertain  the  exa£l  place  of  the  growth  of 
this  bark  has  hitherto  proved  unfuccefsful. 
Of  its  natural  hiftory,  therefore,  we  (till  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  completely  ignorant.  It  has  in¬ 
deed  by  fome  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  bark 
of  that  tree,  to  which  the  modern  botanifts 
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have  given  the  name  of  the  Brucea  antidy- 
fenterica  or  ferruginea.  Bat  the  remarkable 
difference,  both  in  appearance  and  fenfible 
qualities,  between  the  Anguflura  bark  and  the 
dried  bark  of  the  Brucea,  which  now  grows 
in  the  botanical  gardens  both  at  Edinburgh 
and  at  Kew,  is  an  infuperable  obje&ion  to 
this  fuppofirion. 

There  is  a  confiderable  variety  in  the  exter¬ 
nal  appearance  of  the  Anguflura  bark,  owing 
probably  to  its  being  taken  from  trees  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ages,  and  from  different  parts  of  the 
fame  tree.  But  in  the  tafle  and  other  pro¬ 
perties  they  perfectly  agree.  The  outer  fur- 
face  of  the  Anguflura  bark,  according  to  Mr. 
Brande,  when  good,  is  in  general  more  or 
lefs  wrinkled,  and  covered  with  a  coat  of 
greyifh  white.  Below  this  it  is  brown,  with 
a  yellow  calf.  The  inner  furface  is  of  a  dull 
brownifh  yellow  colour.  It  breaks  fhort  and 
refmous.  The  fineli  is  fingular  and  unplea- 
fant,  but  not  very  powerful.  The  tafle  in- 
tenfely  bitter,  and  flightly  aromatic,  in  fome 
degree  refembling  bitter  almonds,  but  very 
lafling,  and  leaving  a  fenfe  of  heat  and  pun¬ 
gency  in  the  throat.  When  reduced  to  pow- 
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tier,  it  is  not  unlike  that  of  Indian  rhubarb. 
It  burns  pretty  freely,  but  without  any  pecu¬ 
liar  fmell.  By  attending  to  the  above  de* 
fcription,  adulterations  of  this  bark,  which 
have  fometimes  been  practifed,  may  eafily  be 
detected. 

Mr.  Brande,  in  relating  his  experiments  on 
this  bark,  begins  with  thofe  which  tend  to  af- 
certain  its  chemical  properties,  and  afterwards 
gives  an  account  of  the  trials  made  for  afcer- 
taining  its  antifeptic  powers. 

A  cold  infufion  he  found  to  be  very  bitter, 
and  to  retain  all  the  flavour  of  the  bark.  The 
decoction  was  exceedingly  bitter,  with  a  good 
deal  of  the  flavour,  but  without  the  acrimony 
of  the  bark.  With  aether  rectified,  or  proof 
fpirit,  it  was  found  to  give  a  flrong  tincture,* 
of  a  deep  yellow  colour,  impregnated  with  the 
entire  tafle  of  the  bark. 

No  material  change  is  produced  in  the  co¬ 
lour  of  thefe  preparations  by  the  addition  of  vi¬ 
triol  of  iron.  Alkaline  faltsfomewhat  deepen 
the  colour,  and  acids  make  it  rather  lighter. 
Both  volatile  and  fixed  alkalies,  cf{5ecially  the 
cauflic,  extract  from  the  Anguftura  bark  a 
tinfture  of  a  very  dark  colour,  between  green 
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and  black.  Acids  adted  but  little  on  it.  Of 
all  the  menftrua  which  Mr.  Brande  tried,  the 
dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre  appeared  to  be  the  moil 
powerful ;  the  tindture  made  being  very  black, 
and  apparently  very  faturated. 

Eight  ounces  of  the  powder  of  this  bark 
having  been  carefully  adted  upon,  firft  with 
redtified  fpirit,  and  afterwards  with  diftilled 
water,  yielded  144  grains  of  pure  refin,  300 
grains  of  an  acrid  oily  matter,  and  1500  grains 
of  dry  gummous  extradt. 

By  infufion  of  the  Anguftura  in  diftilled 
water,  and  fucceflive  cryftallizations,  various 
faline  matters  were  obtained  from  it ;  and 
Mr.  Brande  gives  the  following  table  as  ex¬ 
hibiting  at  one  view  the  contents  of  eight 
ounces  of  the  Anguftura  bark. 

This  quantity  of  the  bark  yielded, 


Of  effentia!  oil  - 

Gr. 

-  -  -  26 

Gummous  extract 

—  «•  —  1^00 

Pure  refill 

144 

Acrid  matter 

3°o 

Vitriolated  tartar 

.  -  -  48 

Digeftive  fait 

24 

Salited  lime 

0 

00 

1 

1 

% 

Selenite 
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Selenite  of  vegetable  acid  and  lime 

Magnefia  - 

Argillaceous  earth 

Vegetable  acid  - 

Calx  of  iron  -  - 

Volatile  alkali,  about 

Pure  coal  - 

Cubic  inches  of  fixed  air,  about 


Gr. 

180 

36 

7 

104 

"6 

32 

^84 

80 


The  next  experiments  related  by  Mr* 
Brande  were  made  with  the  view  of  afcertain- 
ing  the  comparative  powers  of  the  Anguttura 
bark  in  refitting  or  correcting  putrefaction. 

In  thefe  experiments  it  was  compared  with 
Peruvian  bark,  Serpentaria,  Camomile  flower, 
and  Coluinbo  root.  Into  the  particulars  of 
thefe  trials  we  cannot  here  propofe  to  enter* 
From  thefe,  however,  it  clearly  appears,  that 
the  Anguftura  bark  is  fully  equal,  and  per¬ 
haps  even  fuperior,  in  refitting  and  in  cor¬ 
recting  putrefaction,  to  the  other  very  power¬ 
ful  antifeptics  with  which  it  is  here  compared. 

To  afcertain  in  which  of  the  conttitu- 
ent  parts  this  antifeptic  power  refides,  Mr. 
Brande  next  relates  fome  experiments  which 
were  performed  at  London  by  that  inge¬ 
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nious  chemiil,  Mr.  Sehmeiifer.  From  thefe 
it  appeared,  that  the  pure  refin  of  the  An - 
guilura,  not  being  foluble  in  water,  has  no 
antifeptic  power  at  all,  and  that  the  acrid 
matter,  combined  with  the  gummous  and  fa- 
line  particles  in  the  extract  prepared  with 
boiling  water,  refills  putrefaction  the  moil ; 
fo  that  this  extract  mud,  Mr.  Brande  thinks, 
be  confidered  as  the  beft  preparation  for  in¬ 
ternal  ufe. 

The  lafl  part  of  this  treatife  confiils  of  ob- 
fervations  on  the  etfeCls  of  the  Anguilura 
bark  in  particular  difeafes.  But,  before  treat¬ 
ing  of  thefe,  Mr.  Brande  gives  a  ihort  ac¬ 
count  of  the  dofe  and  manner  of  exhibiting 
the  Anguilura.  Of  the  powder  he  has  given 
up  to  twenty  grains  every  three  hours,  but 
generally  lefs. 

He  employed  this  bark  fometimes  under 
the  form  of  an  infuiion  made  with  half  an 
ounce  of  the  bruifed  bark  to  a  pint  of  boiling 
water ;  fometimes  of  a  decoCtion,  madewith  the 
fame  quantity  of  the  Anguilura,  added  to  24 
ounces  of  water,  and  boiled  away  to  fixteen. 

The  Anguilura  mixture,  as  he  terms  it, 
was  made  with  feven  ounces  of  the  decoclion 
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or  infufion,  with  half  an  ounce  of  fyrup  of 
orange-peel,  and  two  drams  of  compound 
fpirit  of  lavender.  The  dofe  of  this  was  from 
an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a  half.  The  de¬ 
coction  he  has  alfo  often  given,  to  the  extent 
of  an  ounce  or  ten  drams,  with  one  dram  of 
fyrup,  and  as  much  tin&ure  of  cinnamon.  He 
recommends  the  following  formula  as  furnish¬ 
ing  a  good  compound  tincture.' 

R  Cort.  Anguftur.  contus.  unc.  unam, 

- Cinnam  drachmas  duas, 

Croci  fcrupulum  unum, 

Spt.  Vin.  Gallic  uncias  oCtodecim  ftent  fine 
calore  per  dies  fex,  vas  fubinde  agitando  dein 
fortiter  exprime  et  hltra  tinCturam. 

Of  the  aqueous  extract,  Mr.  Brande  con- 
fiders  ten  grains  as  a  full  dofe ;  and  of  the 
relinous,  fix. 

In  treating  of  the  effects  of  the  Angultura 
bark  in  particular  difeafes,  Mr.  Brande  be¬ 
gins  with  fome  obfervations  on  its  ufe  in  dy- 
fenteries.  He  has  himfelf  had  no  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  employing  it  in  the  contagious  dyfen- 
tery  ;  but  in  the  Sporadic  cafes  of  that  difeafe 
which  occur  in  London,  he  has  frequently 
feen  it  attended  with  great  benefit..  And  he 
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relates  feveral  cafes  in  which  it  feems  to  have 
been  productive  of  the  bed  effeCts.  He  found 
it  alfo  very  ufeful  in  cafes  of  habitual  diar¬ 
rhoea.  From  what  Mr.  Brand e  faw  in  prac¬ 
tice,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  decoCtion 
or  infufion  anfwered  rather  better  in  bowel 
complaints  than  the  powder. 

As  a  febrifuge,  the  Angudura  bark,  Mr. 
Brande  tells  us,  has  fhewn  uncommon  powers, 
and  has  been  ufed  in  intermittents  and  other 
fevers  with  the  greated  fuccefs.  As  agues  are 
a  difeafe  in  which  the  effeCt  of  a  medicine  are 
mod  clearly  feen,  Mr.  Brande  begins  with  re¬ 
lating  fome  drong  cafes  of  thefe,  which,  after 
they  had  continued  with  obdinacy  for  feveral 
months,  were  completely  removed  by  a  few 
dofes  of  the  Angudura.  In  thefe  it  was  in 
general  given  under  the  form  of  powder,  in 
dofes  of  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  grains.  And 
Mr.  Brande  has  here  added  to  the  cafes  which 
fell  under  his  own  obfervation,  feveral  others 
treated  by  different  practitioners,  in  which  its 
ufe  was  attended  with  the  bed  effeCts. 

In  various  other  periodical  complaints,  Mr* 
Brande  has  frequently  given  the  Angudura 
with  advantage.  He  relates  a  remarkable  cafe 

of 
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of  periodical  faintnefs  and  finking,  which  was 
cured  by  a  few  draughts,  confiding  of  eight 
grains  of  the  Anguftura  in  fome  mint  water, 
taken  twice  a  day.  Many  of  Mr.  Brande’s 
friends  have,  he  tells  us,  experienced  fimilar 
good  effects  from  it,  in  difeafes  of  the  inter¬ 
mittent  kind,  particularly  in  periodical  head- 
achs. 

Mr.  Brande  has  fo  often  witneffed  the  good 
effects  of  the  Anguftura  in  irregular  and  low 
or  nervous  fevers,  and  found  it  fo  much  lefs 
apt  to  difagree  with  the  ftomach,  or  to  run  off 
by  the  bowels,  than  the  Peruvian  bark,  that  he 
now  always  gives  it  the  preference.  In  this 
complaint  he  generally  ufes  the  decoCtion, 
often  alone,  but  fometimes  combined  with 
aromatics.  Mr.  Brande  here  relates  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  a  fever  treated  by  Dr.  Lett- 
fome,  attended  with  numerous  petechias,  vi- 
bices,  and  other  fymptoms  of  great  putref- 
cency  ;  in  which,  notwithftanding  the  ufe 
of  Peruvian  bark,  with  vitriolic  acid,  opiates, 
and  wine,  a  profufe  and  bloody  diarrhoea  co¬ 
ming  on,  rendered  every  attempt  to  raife  the 
finking  patient  ineffectual.  Yet  after  her 
pulfe  was  fcarcely  perceptible,  by  the  ufe  of 
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the  Anguftura  deco&ion,  to  the  extent  of  an 
ounce  every  three  hours,  and  afterwards  lefs 
frequently,  the  dyfentery  was  gradually  lef- 
fened,  and  on  the  fourth  day  ceafed  ;  foon  af¬ 
ter  which  fhe  got  perfectly  well.  Mr.  Brande 
relates  alfo  a  fingular  cafe  of  a  gangrenous 
affeflion  of  the  throat,  which  not  only  af¬ 
fords  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  antifeptic  power 
of  the  Anguftura  bark,  but  where  this  power, 
being  obtained  from  a  very  fmall  dofe,  con¬ 
tributed,  in  all  probability,  to  fave  the  life  of 
the  patient. 

In  ulcerated  fore  throats,  and  in  that  fpe- 
cies  of  angina  which  is  accompanied  with  a 
fcarlet  eruption,  this  bark,  Mr.  Brande  ob- 
ferves,  has  proved  eminently  ufeful.  It  has 
in  this  difeafe  been  given  with  advantage  in¬ 
ternally,  in  the  form  of  deco&ion.  And  the 
fimple  mixture,  with  the  addition  of  a  little 
mineral  acid,  has  at  the  fame  time  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  way  of  gargle. 

Mr.  Brande  concludes  this  treatife  on  the 
Anguftura  bark,  with  fome  obfervations  on 
its  ufe  as  a  general  tonic.  He  contends,  that 
when  it  is  neceftary  to  ftrengthen  the  fyftem, 
the  Anguftura  is  upon  the  whole  preferable 
it  I  '  hi  :  ~  to 
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to  any  other  tonic  hitherto  known  ;  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  his  friends,  he  obferves,  who  have  em¬ 
ployed  it,  concur  with  him  in  this  opinion. 
On  combining  this  bark  with  iron,  and  its 
preparations,  he  tells  us,  that  no  fenfible 
change  takes  place  ?  though  the  aflringent 
matter  of  mod  other  corroborants  forms  a 
compound  with  iron,  the  effects  of  which 
differ  confiderably  from  thofe  which  either 
of  the  articles,  taken  feparately,  would  have 
exerted. 

In  cafes  of  chlorofis  and  menftrual  obftruc- 
tions,  owing  to  too  languid  circulation,  Mr. 
Brande  has  found  the  Anguflura  more  gene¬ 
rally  ufeful  than  any  other  tonic.  Here  both 
the  extract  and  decoCtion  have  been  given, 
combined  with  chalybeates,  with  great  ad¬ 
vantage.  But  occafionally,  during  the  ufe  of 
this  medicine,  gentle  aloetic  laxatives,  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  calomel,  will  be  neceffary. 

By  fome  practitioners,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Wilkinfon,  the  Anguftura  has  been  fuccefs- 
fully  employed  in  hooping-cough.  From 
that  gentleman’s  obfervations,  communica¬ 
ted  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Brande,  it  appears  that 
when  the  chincough  prevailed  greatly,  he 
gave  it  in  many  inftances  with  great  advan¬ 
tage. 
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tage.  But  he  allows  that  it  will  anfwer  only 
at  a  particular  period  of  the  difeafe.  When 
he  gave  it  in  the  beginning,  without  either 
premifing  emetics  or  laxatives,  he  foon  found 
that  it  did  not  abate  the  violence  of  the 
cough,  and  that  his  patients  were  in  other  re- 
fpe&s  worfe.  He  is  now  convinced  that  its 
good  effects  depend  on  its  tonic  powers,  and 
that,  as  after  a  certain  time  the  difeafe  is  pro¬ 
bably  kept  up  by  the  irritable  hate  of  the 
parts  affe&ed,  this  is  the  period  when  the  An- 
guftura  will  be  found  highly  ufeful.  In  cor¬ 
roboration  of  thefe  good  effects  from  the  An- 
guftura,  Mr.  Brande  fubjoins  the  teftimony  of 
feveral  other  eminent  practitioners,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  a  letter  from  Dr.  Pearfon,  phyfician 
to  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  who  has  employed 
it  with  fuccefs  in  many  different  difeafes ; 
and  remarks,  that  in  various  diforders  of 
the  ftomach  he  has  found  no  vegetable  bitter 
fo  ferviceable  as  the  Anguftura. 

It  is  by  no  means  to  be  expe&ed,  that  in 
all  the  difeafes  here  mentioned,  the  An¬ 
guftura  bark  will  be  found  uniformly  fuccefs- 
ful  5  but  from  the  obfervations  of  Mr. 
Brande,  confirmed  by  the  teftimony  of  many 
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other  eminent  praditioners,  as  well  as  from 
•what  we  have  ourfelves  feen  in  adual  prac¬ 
tice,  there  can,  we  think,  be  no  doubt,  that 
the  Anguftura  may  juftly  be  confidered  as 
an  important  addition  to  the  Materia  Medica. 
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Medical  Reports  of  the  Effects  of  Blood-let¬ 
tings  Sudor ificss  and  Blifte rings  in  the  Cure 
of  Acute  and  Chronic  Rheumatifms .  By  Tho¬ 
mas  Fowler,  M.  D .  of  Torks  Member  of 
the  Royal  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh ,  &c. 
8 vo.  London. 

r  ft  '  O  the  learned  and  indefatigable  author 
of  the  work  before  us,  the  public  are  al¬ 
ready  indebted  for  many  important  obferva- 
tions  in  the  pra&ice  of  medicine,  particularly 
for  his  medical  reports  of  the  effe&s  of  to¬ 
bacco  in  the  cure  of  dropfies,  and  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  arfenic  in  the  cure  of  agues.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  fame  plan  which  he  formerly  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  which  indeed  had  been  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  juftly  celebrated  Bacon,  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  medicine,  he  here  prefents  us 
with  an  accurate  and  candid  account  of 
the  effe&s  which  he  has  obferved  to  refult 
from  feveral  different  medicines  in  a  very 
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great  number  of  rheumatic  cafes.  Thefe  he 
appears  to  have  noted  down,  with  minute 
attention,  for  a  confiderable  number  of  years, 
particularly  for  the  period  of  near  ten  years, 
during  which  he  had  been  one  of  the  phyfi- 
cians  to  the  General  Infirmary  at  Stafford;  and 
as  it  muft  on  all  hands  be  allowed,  that  an 
experimental  knowledge  of  the  virtues  of  ef¬ 
ficacious  medicines  muft  be  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  to  the  pra&itioner,  we  cannot 
too  highly  applaud  the  induftrious  zeal  with 
which  he  has  endeavoured  to  render  hofpital 
practice  fubfervient  to  medical  improvement. 

In  the  work  before  us,  he  has  arranged  un¬ 
der  particular  fe&ions  the  cafes  both  of  acute 
and  of  chronic  rheumatifm,  in  which  blood¬ 
letting,  tin&ure  of  guaiacum,  Dover’s  pow¬ 
der,  bliftering  plafters,  warm  bathing,  or  tur¬ 
pentine  embrocations,  were  employed.  And  in 
order  to  afcertain  the  operative  and  curative 
effe&s  of  thefe  active  articles  with  greater 
accuracy  and  precifion,  he  not  only  confined 
himfelf  very  much  to  one  form  of  prefcription, 
or  compofition  of  medicine,  but  likewife  fel- 
dom  adminiftered  two  a&ive  medicines  at  the 
fame  time,  or  even  fo  near  together  as  to  in- 
2  terfere 
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terfere  with  the  operations  of  each  other. 
Thus  he  was  enabled  to  difcern  between  the 
operations  of  art  and  the  efforts  of  nature,  to 
diftinguifh  the  real  effe&s  of  one  remedy 
from  thofe  of  another,  and  finally  to  difcri- 
minate  between  the  operative  and  curative  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  fame  medicine. 

For  the  account,  however,  which  he  has 
given  of  particular  cafes,  as  well  as  for  the 
particular  obfervations  which  he  has  offered 
on  each  remedy,  we  muff  entirely  refer  our 
readers  to  the  work  itfelf.  And  we  muft 
here  content  ourfelves  with  giving  a  brief 
view  of  the  general  obfervations  and  conclu- 
fions  which  he  has  drawn  from  extenfive 
pra&ice. 

Blood-letting  is  certainly  a  very  ufeful  re¬ 
medy  in  the  treatment  of  the  acute  rheuma- 
tifm  ;  yet  it  appears  from  the  facts  related  by 
Dr.  Fowler  to  have  been  much  more  ufeful 
as  an  auxiliary,  than  a  principal  remedy.  He 
therefore  recommends  that  a  cautious  ufe  of 
the  lancet  fhould  be  adopted  ;  for  when  the 
acute  difeafe  was  eftablifhed,  and  was  likely, 
from  its  nature  and  type,  not  to  be  brought 
to  a  fpeedy  crifis,  the  temporary  and  tran- 
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dent  mitigation  of  fymptoms,  which  was  ge¬ 
nerally  obtained  by  diminishing  the  adtion  of 
the  fydem  from  repeated  lodes  of  blood,  by 
no  means  compenfated  for  the  more  lading 
injury  done  to  the  conditution,  and  the  great¬ 
er  hazard  of  a  lingering  crifis  or  a  chronic 
rheumatifm  enfuing. 

It  appears  from  the  fadts  in  the  treatment 
of  chronic  rheumatifm,  that  the  curative  ef¬ 
fects  of  blood-letting  were  dill  lefs  obvious 
than  in  the  acute,  and  therefore  that  its  debi¬ 
litating  effedts  rendered  its  adminidration  dill 
more  limited  and  exceptionable  in  this  form 
of  the  difeafe. 

Of  all  the  remedies  in  rheumatifm,  of 
which  Dr.  Fowler  has  here  recorded  the  ef¬ 
fects,  fudorifics  feem  to  be  by  far  the  mod 
efficacious  in  producing  artificial  cures.  Their 
curative  ed’edts  appear  to  be  drongly  con- 
nedted  with  their  operative  ones ;  and  they 
have  like  wife  this  recommendation,  that  they 
are  not  found  to  debilitate  the  patient  fo 
much,  as  either  repeated  blood-letting,  or  the 
frequent  ufe  of  purgatives. 

The  tincture  of  guaiacum,  a  very  powerful 
fudorific,  Dr»  Fowler  concludes  to  be  one  of 
1  ,  the 
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the  moll  ufeful  remedies  which  has  ever  been 
difcovered  for  rheumatifm.  He  infers  from 
numerous  fa&s,  that  it  may  be  employed 
with  advantage  in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe. 
The  ammonia,  or  volatile  alkali,  which  it  con¬ 
tains,  does  not  afford  any  folid  objection  to 
its  being  adminiflered  in  a  rheumatic  fever, 
though  it  flimulates  and  heats  the  mouth  ; 
for  it  is  found  from  experience  feldom  to  fti- 
mulate  the  fyflem,  or  increafe  the  pulfe,  when 
given  in  moderate  dofes,  or  even  in  large 
ones,  unlefs  it  fail  to  prove  fudorific.  In  cafes 
attended  with  coflivenefs,  this  tindture  is.  Dr. 
Fowler  thinks,  decidedly  preferable  to  Do¬ 
ver’s  powder  ;  for,  befides  operating  as  a  fu¬ 
dorific,  it  in  general  moves  the  inteftines  in 
a  very  gentle  manner,  without  griping.  O11 
the  other  hand,  in  all  rheumatic  cafes  at¬ 
tended  with  a  lax  or  purging  Hate  of  the  in- 
teftines,  Dover’s  powder  claims  prior  atten¬ 
tion  as  a  fudorific  ;  and  in  mofl  cafes  of 
this  kind,  unlefs  where  it  is  found  to  difagree, 
either  from  idiofyncrafy,  or  from  the  Rate  of 
the  febrile  fymptoms,  it  is  decidedly  prefer¬ 
able  to  the  tincture  of  guai^cum. 

•  The  fudorific  operation  of  the  warm  bath 
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in  the  treatment  of  chronic  rheumatifm,  Dr. 
Fowler  found,  had  the  effeft  of  weakening  the 
patient  much  more  than  the  fame  operation, 
either  from  the  tin&ure  of  guaiacum,  or  the 
Dover’s  powder.  Warm  bathing  ought 
therefore,  Dr.  Fowler  thinks,  to  be  feldom 
prefcribed  to  rheumatic  patients,  who  are 
either  very  delicate  or  much  debilitated. 

Bliftering  plafters  Dr.  Fowler  has  found 
to  be  very  powerful  remedies  for  the  remo¬ 
val  of  violent  rheumatic  pains  in  general. 
Some  caution  however  is,  he  tells  us,  to  be 
oblerved  with  refpeft  to  their  application  in 
the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatifm.  The  pains 
fnould  not  only  be  confiderable,  but  fliould 
not  be  remarkable  for  their  tranfitiops ;  be- 
caufe,  if  a  veficatory  were  always  to  follow 
the  fhifting  pains,  the  relief  obtained  would 
by  no  means  compenfate  for  the  trouble, 
pain,  and  forenefs,  occafioned  by  fuch  opera¬ 
tions  when  frequently  repeated.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  mod  chronic  cafes,  where  the 
pain  is  violent  and  deep  feated,  as  in  the  lum¬ 
bago  and  fciatica,  we  can  fcarcely.  Dr.  Fow¬ 
ler  thinks,  be  faid  to  do  our  patients  juftice, 
if  we  omit  to  recommend  their  application. 

When 
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When  reft  is  much  impaired  from  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  pains  in  chronic  rheumatifm,  a 
moderate  dofe,  either  of  the  tin&ure  of  opi¬ 
um,  or  of  the  camphorated,  tin&ure  of  opium, 
may  in  general.  Dr.  Fowler  obferves,  be  ex¬ 
hibited  at  bed-time,  for  obtaining  deep.  Thefe 
remedies  will  likewife,  in  more  limited  dofes, 
be  ufeful  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  acute  rheumatifm.  But  it  muft, 
he  thinks,  be  acknowledged,  that  from  the 
febrile  fymptoms  attending  the  difeafe,  they 
will  fometimes  difagree,  and  fail  of  procuring* 
reft.  They  muft  therefore  be  repeated  or  not 
according  to  their  effects. 

In  the  intervals  between  the  operations  of 
fudorifics,  in  the  treatment  of  the  acute  rheu¬ 
matifm,  either  nitrous  medicines,  or  the  com¬ 
mon  neutral  mixture,  prepared  with  the  fixed 
vegetable  alkali  and  lemon-juice,  or  diftilled 
vinegar,  may  in  general  be  adminiftered 
three  or  four  times  a-day  with  advantage. 

After  the  febrile  fymptoms  are  gone  off, 
and  the  pains  either  vanquifhed  or  become 
very  trifling,  if  the  patient  be  much  debilita¬ 
ted,  it  will,  according  to  Dr.  Fowler’s  obfer- 

vations,  be  proper  to  adminifter,  two  or  three 
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times  a-day,  a  dole  of  fome  preparation  of 
Steel,  Peruvian  bark,  Gentian,  or  other  to¬ 
nic  medicines,  in  order  to  (Lengthen  the 

fydem. 

The  regimen,  in  the  treatment  of  the  acute 
rheumatifm,  muff,  Dr.  Fowler  affirms,  be  al¬ 
ways  antiphlogidic.  The  diet  ought  to  be 
of  the  vegetable  kind,  fuch  as  farinaceous  fub- 
fhnces,  the  products  of  the  kitchen-garden, 
ripe  fruits,  milk,  tea,  &c.  Thefe,  he  thinks, 
are  the  mod  proper  articles  for  the  fupport 
of  the  patient.  He  fhould  alfo.  Dr.  Fowler 
tells  us,  abftain  from  fermented  liquors  alto¬ 
gether,  except  occafionally  a  little  wine  in 
whey,  gruel,  or  the  like.  Red  of  body,  com- 
pofure  of  mind,  an  airy  room  to  deep  and 
fit  in,  with  moderate  covering,  both  of  appa¬ 
rel  and  bed-clothes,  are  likewife  objects  de¬ 
serving  attention. 

As  foon  as  the  febrile  Symptoms  and  the 
pains  are  materially  diminiffied,  when  debi¬ 
lity  conditutes  the  chief  part  of  the  patient’s 
complaints,  and  when  his  appetite  returns,  he 
may  begin  to  mend  his  diet,  by  gradually  re¬ 
fuming  the  ufe  of  animal  food,  with  a  little 
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ale  or  wine  at  his  dinner,  in  order  to  accele¬ 
rate  the  recovery  of  his  drength. 

With  refpeft  to  regimen,  in  the  treatment 
of  chronic  rheumatifm,  Dr.  Fowler  thinks  it 
fufficient  to  recommend,  that  the  patient 
fhould  obferve  temperance  in  his  diet  and 
general  mode  of  living. 

The  anomalous  cafes  of  chronic  rheuma- 

t 

tifm,  complicated  with  other  difeafes,  origi¬ 
nating  from  fprains  and  bruifes,  which  Dr. 

t 

Fowler  had  occafion  to  treat,  were,  for  the 
mod  part,  materially  relieved,  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  anti-rheumatic  treatment  already  men¬ 
tioned.  But  the  cafes  which  depended  on  a 
venereal  taint,  were  either  not  at  all  relieved 
by  the  fame  treatment,  or  relieved  only  in 
the  moll  tranfient  manner.  All  of  them, 
however,  excepting  one,  were  cured  by  char¬ 
ging  the  fydem  with  a  regular  courfe  of  mer¬ 
cury,  for  feveral  weeks  together,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  is  ufualiy  done  in  more  evident 
cafes  of  a  confirmed  venereal  lues. 

Upon  the  whole,  Dr.  Fowler  obferves,  that, 
from  a  due  confideration  of  the  fafts  which 
have  been  delivered,  the  following  concluiions 
may  be  deduced. 

ift. 
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ijl .  That  there  are  few  cafes  of  acute  rheu- 
matifm  which  will  not  admit  of  an  artificial 
cure,  efpecially  by  the  fudorific  plan  of  treat¬ 
ment. 

2d.  That  there  are  like  wife  fcarce  any  cafes 
of  chronic  rheumatifm,  -tfhich  will  not  admit 
of  fome  material  relief,  and  that  near  one 
half  of  a  given  number  will  admit  of  an  ar¬ 
tificial  cure,  efpecially  by  the  fudorific  plan 
©f  treatment. 

3 d.  That  if  the  acute  rheumatifm  be  in  the 
fecond  or  third  week  of  the  difeafe,  an  arti¬ 
ficial  cure  will  be  more  frequently  obtained 
during  the  firft  week  of  treatment,  than  when 
it  comes  under  the  care  of  a  pra&itioner  at 
any  other  period. 

4 th.  That  if  the  acute  rheumatifm  be  in 
the  firft  week,  an  artificial  cure  will  often  be 
obtained  during  the  firft  week’s  treatment ; 
but  it  will  more  frequently  refill:  the  curative 
influence  of  medicines  until  the  fecond  week’s 
treatment,  and  fometimes  even  longer. 

$th.  That  the  moderate  ufe  of  the  lancet, 
efpecially  as  a  preliminary  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  fudorifics,  is  a  valuable  auxiliary  in 
the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatifm. 
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6th .  That  the  tin&ure  of  guaiacum  is  al- 
moft  always  fudorific,  and  frequently  laxative; 
and  is  extremely  efficacious  in  the  treatment 
both  of  the  acute  and  chronic  rheumatifm, 
efpecially  the  former^ 

7 th.  That  Dover’s  powder  operates,  for 
the  moft  part,  as  a  powerful  fudorific,  and 
alfo  as  an  anodyne  and  aftringent ;  and  is  a 
very  efficacious  remedy  in  the  treatment  both 
of  acute  and  chronic  rheumatifm. 

8th.  That  the  warm  bath  is  moft  power¬ 
fully  fudorific,  and  a  very  efficacious  remedy, 
in  the  treatment  of  chronic  rheumatifm,  but 
is  more  debilitating  in  its  operation,  than  ei¬ 
ther  the  tinCture  of  guaiacum  or  Dover’s 
powder. 

9 th.  That  the  application  of  leeches  is  ex¬ 
tremely  ufeful,  as  a  local  remedy,  for  the  mi¬ 
tigation  of  the  more  urgent  pains  of  particu¬ 
lar  parts  in  the  treatment  of  acute  rheuma¬ 
tifm. 

io th.  That  the  application  of  bliftering 
plafters,  which  is  generally  productive  of  a 
vefication,  a  fmarting  forenefs,  and  a  copious 
difcharge,  is  one  of  the  moft  efficacious  local 
remedies  which  experience  has  yet  difcover- 
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ed,  for  the  relief  or  removal  of  fixed  reuma- 
tic  pains,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  fciatica  and 
lumbago. 

ii  th*  That  the  turpentine  embrocation, 
which  confided  of  one  part  of  the  oleum  te- 
rebinthinm  rectificatum,  added  to  three  parts 
of  the  fpiritus  vinofus  tenuior,  is  an  ufeful 
palliative  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  rheu- 
matitfn,  for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  trouble- 
fo me  pains.  . 
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Hiftory  of  a  cafe  of  Cyftirrh&a ,  r&ra/  by  the  life 
of  Ajlringent  Injections  thrown  into  the  Blad¬ 
der.  By  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  Surgeon , 
Mujfelburgh. 

ON  the  22d  of  April  1794,  I  was  re- 
quefted  to  vifit  a  Mrs.  C — ,  aged  30,  of 
a  flender  delicate  habit.  Her  fituation  in  life 
afforded  her  an  opportunity  of  living  gene- 
roufly.  She  had  been  the  mother  of  two 
children. 

She  was  confined  to  bed ;  complained  of 
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a  moft  excruciating  pain  in  difcharging  her 
urine  ;  had  a  delire  to  repeat  it  every  two  or 
three  minutes,  with  a  conftant  and  fevere 
fenfe  of  burning  heat  about  the  urethra, 
which  fometimes  extended  over  the  vagina. 

When  in  this  fituation,  the  urine  flowed 
with  great  difficulty,  generally  in  drops,  and 
rarely  in  a  ftream.  The  quantity  difcharged 
in  24  hours  was  lefs  than  in  a  ftate  of  health, 
and  frequently  of  a  particular  appearance ; 
for,  upon  being  attacked  in  ’ the  manner  de- 
fcribed,  it  was  very  foon  followed  with  the  dif* 
charge  of  a  matter  of  the  confiltence  of  jelly, 
fibrous  and  ropy,  and  quite  tranfparent.  Af¬ 
ter  expofure  to  the  air  for  an  hour,  it  gene- 
nerally  became  fluid,  and  felt  like  oil  between 
the  fingers.  Upon  the  evacuation  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  which  fometimes  exceeded  a  table  fpoon- 
ful,  the  fymptoms  generally  abated,  and  the 
patient  had  an  interval  of  three  or  four  days. 
Sometimes,  however,  it  was  much  Ihorter, 
and  frequently  very  incomplete. 

The  continuation  of  thefe  fymptoms,  for  a, 
confiderable  time,  had  now  produced  others, 
which  were  highly  alarming  and  unfavourable* 
She  was  reduced  to  the  greatefl:  weaknefs, 
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feldom  able  to  leave  the  bed  ;  her  ftomach 
rejecting  all  food,  from  exceftive  and  very 
conftant  vomiting.  She  was  fubjed  to  pro- 
fufe  fweats,  with  frequent  hot  and  cold  fits  ; 
her  pulfe  generally  120,  and  fometimes  140* 
feeble  and  fmall ;  belly  rather  coftive,  and 
her  features  put  on  the  appearance  of  one  in. 
the  laft  ftage  of  pthifis  pulmonalis. 

The  commencement  of  this  complaint  was 
in  March  1793,  about  a  month  after  deli¬ 
very,  which  was  tedious  and  fevere.  For  the 
three  lad  months  of  her  pregnancy,  fhe  was 
much  diftrelfed  in  retaining  her  urine,  very 
feeble,  and  moftly  confined  to  a  chair.  The 
fymptoms,  from  their  firft  appearance,  gra¬ 
dually  increafed  ;  and  at  lad,  the  greatnefs  of 
her  diftrefs  overcame  her  delicacy,  and  com¬ 
pelled  her  to  apply  for  relief. 

Upon  confidering  the  whole  fymptoms,  I 
was  inclined  dire£Uy  to  conclude  it  a  diftinfl- 
ly  marked  cafe  of  cyftirrhcea.  Before,  how¬ 
ever,  beginning  the  treatment,  I  wifhed  to 
have  fatisfied  myfelf  with  regard  to  the  exift- 
ence  of  a  calculus.  This  fatisfa&ion  I  could 
not  obtain  ;  and  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
proceeding  upon  my  firft  conclufion. 
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From  the  length  of  time  which  the  treatment 
continued,  it  would  be  tedious  to  give  an  ex¬ 
act  journal.  I  fhall  only  obferve  here,  that 
after  perfiding  from  the  2 2d  April  to  the  ill 
October  1794,  in  a  variety  of  means,  a  cure 
was  at  laft  effected  ;  and  at  prefent  (he  en¬ 
joys  the  fame  date  of  health  (he  did  before 
the  attack. 

When  I  began  the  treatment,  my  views 
were  confined  entirely  to  the  employment  of 
medicines  given  by  the  mouth,  or  means  act¬ 
ing  on  the  fyflem  in  general.  Mod  of  the 
medicines  which  I  had  recourfe  to,  are  not  en¬ 
titled  to  any  notice  from  their  effefls.  Opi¬ 
ates  were  ufed  every  day,  both  by  the  mouth 
and  clyders,  without  even  much  temporary 
relief.  Peruvian  bark,  in  powder  and  ex¬ 
tract,  cicuta,  uva  urfi,  deel,  zinc,  diluents, 
cold  bath,  &c.  were  tried,  all  in  fucceflion  or 
conjoined,  but  to  no  purpofe.  From  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  the  uva  urfi,  to  which  I  gave  a 
fair  trial  for  five  weeks,  (he  at  firfb  found 
confiderable  benefit ;  and,  during  its  ufe,  the 
patient  had  an  interval  of  eafe  for  14  days. 
After  perfevering,  from  the  2 2d  of  April  to 
the  20th  of  June,  in  a  condant  and  unbene- 
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ficial  ufe  of  medicines,  with  every  attention 
to  regimen,  I  found  my  patient  nothing  re¬ 
lieved,  and  now  in  the  highefh  pitch  of  agony 
and  defpair.  Her  cries  were  dreadful,  and 
could  be  diftin&ly  heard  out  of  doors.  The 
pain  now  extended  along  the  back  and  belly, 
fo  as  to  produce  fpafms  of  the  mufcles,  with 
little  remiiTion ;  and  fhe  was  conftantly  con¬ 
fined  to  bed. 

I  was  now  at  a  (land,  and  for  a  few  days 
gave  her  up  entirely  to  the  influence  of  opi¬ 
ates. 

Upon  again  attentively  confidering  the  fi- 
tuation  of  my  patient,  I  was  Hill  of  opinion 
that  the  whole  fymptoms  were  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  traced  to  the  affe&ion  of  the  bladder  and 
urethra,  and  that  nothing  exifted  but  what 
would  in  all  probability  yield,  if  the  idiopa¬ 
thic  cyftirrhoea  could  be  fubdued.  I  refol- 
ved  therefore,  as  the  laft  refource,  to  make 
trial  of  inje&ions  ;  and  on  the  20th  June  I 
began  their  empldyment,  by  throwing  into 
the  bladder  four  ounces  of  thin  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic,  with  a  drachm  of  tin£h  theb.  In 
a  few  days  an  addition  of  two  ounces  of  ari 
infufion  of  bark  in  Ample  water  was  made  to 
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the  above,  and  in  fome  days  more  it  wa& 
changed  for  the  fame  quantity  of  the  infufion 
in  lime-water  ;  and  from  July  ift  to  the  19th, 
it  was  again  changed  for  an  infufion  of  bark 
and  alum  to  the  fame  bulk.  In  the  whole  of 
thefe  injedions  the  tind.  opii  was  never 
omitted.  From  this  period  to  the  9th  Sep¬ 
tember,  I  made  ufe  of  a  mixture  of  linfeed-oil 
and  lime-water,  with  a  drachm  of  a  watery 
folution  of  opium.  Thefe  were  next  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  folution  of  zinc,  vitriolat.  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  35  grains  in  four  ounces  of  water, 
thickened  with  gum  tragac.  and  two  drachms 
of  the  watery  folution  of  opium ;  and  conti¬ 
nued  to  the  lfl  Odober,  when  a  cure  feem- 
ed  effeded. 

I  fhall  now  take  notice  of  fome  particulars 
which  deferved  attention,  during  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  injedions. 

The  inflrument  l  employed  for  throwing 
them  up  was  a  common  female  catheter,  mount¬ 
ed  with  a  bladder,  which ‘1  am  convinced  an- 
fwered  better  than  any  other  contrivance.  I 
feldom  found  any  difficulty  in  exhibiting 
them,  except  when  the  attack  was  fevere, 
when  the  urethra  was  fenfibl)  fwelled,  pro- 
1  tuber  ant. 
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tuberant,  and  fomewhat  difplaced,  and  then 
the  increafe  of  heat  was  very  perceptible 
through  the  whole  vagina.  The  operation 
was  alwavs  under  the  clothes,  and  without 
light.  The  extent  of  the  inje&ions  to  the 
19th  of  July,  was  four  ounces  ;  and  from  that 
period  to  the  ift  of  October,  they  never  ex¬ 
ceeded  two. 

During  the  employment  of  the  four  firft 
kinds,  no  permanent  benefit  was  obtained  ; 
and  indeed  thofe  of  the  alum  and  bark  were 
evidently  pernicious,  the  irritability  of  the 
bladder  and  the  frequency  of  the  paroxyfms 
being  much  increafed.  The  next  in  fuccef- 
fion,  formed  of  lime-water  and  linieed-oil, 
were  only  employed  for  a  few  days  before 
they  produced  the  happiefi  effects ;  and  in 
about  twrelve  days  fuch  a  complete  remifiion  of 
fymptoms  was  obtained,  as  inclined  the  patient 
to  defift  from  their  ufe.  This,  however,  con¬ 
tinued  only  for  three  weeks,  when  I  again  be¬ 
gan  their  ufe,  and  in  alhort  time  they  removed 
the  fymptoms.  Imagining,  however,  that  pro¬ 
bably  the  fenlibility  of  the  difeafed  parts  was 
only  removed  by  them,  I  had  recourfe  to  the 
iaft  fpecies,  with  the  view  of  giving  tone,  and 
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had  the  pleafure  of  finding  them  anfwer  fully 
the  indication,  by  effedling  a  cure. 

In  the  ufe  of  this  great  variety  of  injedlions, 
it  was  very  obvious,  that  thofe  which  poffeff- 
ed  much  tenacity  always  afforded  mofl  relief; 
&nd  I  was  fully  fatisfied,  that  it  was  from  this 
circumflance  that  the  fifth  fpecies  of  injections 
had  their  principal  effect ;  for  they  afforded  a 
very  ample  defence  from  the  influence  of  the 
urine,  and  the  conjunction  of  the  watery  folu- 
tion  of  opium  gave  a  full  opportunity  of  dimi- 
nifhing  the  fenfibility  of  the  urethra.  The 
change  in  the  form  of  the  opiate,  I  was  incli¬ 
ned  to  think  very  material.  All  the  kinds  of 
injedlions  had  the  influence  to  make  the  pa¬ 
tient  retain  her  urine  for  a  confiderable  time, 
which  feemed  entirely  owing  to  the  opiate ; 
for  even  during  the  ufe  of  the  alum  and  bark 
this  effedt  was  produced,  although  fhorter  in 
its  duration. 

Upon  the  whole,  after  attentively  confi- 
dering  the  fymptoms,  together  with  the  treat¬ 
ment  and  its  effedls,  I  am  inclined  to  draw 
the  following  conclufions. 

i ft.  That  in  this  cafe  not  only  an  increafed 
fenfibility,  but  an  abrafion  and  lofs  of  fubt- 
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fiance  exifted  in  the  inner  coats  of  the  blad¬ 
der  and  urethra. 

id,  That,  from  the  nature  and  advanced 
ftate  of  the  difeafe,  no  benefit  could  ever  have 
been  derived  from  the  ufe  of  internal  means, 
or  remedies  operating  on  the  fyflem  in  gene¬ 
ral. 

3 d,  That  the  cure  was  entirely  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  inje&ions,  and  chiefly  to  the 
two  laffc  kinds. 

4 th,  That  inje&ions  of  great  variety  may¬ 
be  thrown  into  the  bladder  with  great  fafety 
and  advantage. 

And,  laftly ,  That  this  cafe  affords  a  flrong 
prefumption  that  they  may  be  thrown  into 
cavities,  either  natural  or  artifical,  (where  no 
internal  remedies  can  poflibly  be  of  any  uie), 
with  good  effe&s,  and  that  it  goes  far  to 
make  their  ufe  much  more  general  than  hi¬ 
therto. 
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II. 

A  Letter  from  Mr .  William  Macbeth,  Surgeon 
in  Demerary ,  to  Dr.  Duncan,  giving  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  Singular  Affedion  of  the  Urinary 
Organs ,  common  among  the  Negroes  in  De¬ 
merary. 

* 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  fending  you  an  ac¬ 
count  of  a  troublefome  difeafe,  which  ap¬ 
pears  peculiarly  to  effedt  the  negroes  who  in¬ 
habit  the  fea-coaft  of  this  colony.  As  I  do 
not  recollect  to  have  obferved  it  taken  notice 
of  by  any  author  who  has  treated  on  difeafes 
of  tropical  climates,  and  as  it  appears  to  me 
a  fmgular  difeafe  which  occurs  frequently  in 
this  colony,  I  thought  it  might  be  worthy  of 
a  place  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Commen¬ 
taries. 

Previous  to  a  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  it  may 
be  thought  neceffary  to  give  a  few  prelimi¬ 
nary  obfervations  with  refpedt  to  the  nature 
pnd  fituation  of  the  windward  or  eafl  fea-coaft 
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of  Demerary,  a  country  alrnofl  unknown  in 
Europe,  where,  from  every  information,  this 
difedfe  prevails  molt.  And  to  give  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  the  date  of  the  weather  and  mode 
of  life  of  the  negroes  in  this  country,  which 
is  fomewhat  different  from  that  of  thofe  in 
the  Britifh  colonies. 

The  divifion  of  the  colony  where  thefe  ob- 
fervations  were  made  has  only  been  cleared 
of  wood  within  thefe  few  years  pad,  and  be¬ 
fore  cultivation  was  overflowed  during  the 
rainy  feafons,  and  in  the  dry  feafons  was  oc- 
caflonally  covered  with  fait  water  at  every 
fpring-tide. 

In  cultivating  the  fettlements,  the  land  is 
drained  by  means  of  trenches  and  flood¬ 
gates,  which  ferve  to  evacuate  the  waters  in 
the  rainy  feafons,  and  whatever  may  acci¬ 
dentally  ooze  through  the  dams  next  the  fea 
during  the  tide  of  flood,  or  from  the  unculti¬ 
vated  lands  in  the  very  rainy  feafons. 

The  foil  of  this  part  of  the  colony  confifts 
generally  of  a  light  fpongy  vegetable  mould, 
a  fmall  proportion  of  fand  and  clay  as  the 
bafis,  which  becomes  friable,  and  readily  pul¬ 
verizes,  after  being  expofed  for  fome  time  to 
the  aftion  of  the  fun  and  air. 
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The  year  is  divided  into  two  dry,  and  two 
rainy  feafons.  The  firft  dry  feafon  commen¬ 
ces  in  January,  and  continues  until  May ;  the 
firft  or  great  rainy  feafon,  from  May  to  Au- 
guft  ;  the  fecond  dry  feafon,  from  Auguft  to 
O&ober  ;  and  the  little  rainy  feafon,  from 
this  month  to  January. 

During  the  rainy  feafons,  there  is  an  im« 
menfe  body  of  water  behind  the  cultivated 
part  of  the  country  ;  however,  a  confiderable 
degree  of  circulation  is  perceived,  as  it  com¬ 
municates  on  the  weft  fide  with  the  river  De- 
merary,  and  on  the  eaft  with  feveral  fmaller 
rivers,  befides  a  number  of  canals.  There  is 
therefore  little  or  no  ftagnant  water,  either  in 
the  cultivated  or  uncultivated  part  of  the  eaft 
fea-coaft,  and  on  that  account  we  feldom 
meet  with  difeafes  produced  by  marfh  efflu¬ 
via. 

Although  the  weather  appears  to  have  no 
influence  on  the  difeafe  hereafter  to  be  men¬ 
tioned,  yet  I  apprehend  a  few  obfervations 
with  refped  to  it  may  not  be  unacceptable. 
The  variation  in  the  temperature  of  this  coaft 
during  the  laft  twelve  months  has  not  been 
great,  and  is  cooler  than  might  be  expe&ed 
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from  the  latitude  [69  48'  N.]  and  the  low 
fituation  of  the  country.  In  the  courfe  of 
that  period,  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  never 
rofe  above  88°  at  noon  in  the  fhade,  nor  was 
it  ever  lower  than  74°  at  night.  The  ther¬ 
mometer  was  fufpended  in  a  large  well-aired 
chamber,  and  placed  in  a  fituation  where 
the  fun  could  not  have  immediate  influence 
on  it.  The  mean  annual  temperature  may 
be  about  8i°. 

The  prevailing  wind  on  this  coaft  is  the 
E.  N.  E.  or  trade-wind,  which  blows  during 
the  months  of  October,  November,  and  De¬ 
cember.  From  January  to  May  it  becomes 
more  northerly,  and  from  that  month  to  Sep¬ 
tember  it  returns  to  the  E.  N.  E.  except  for 
a  few  days  at  the  commencement  of  the  rains, 
when  it  fometimes  blows  from  the  S.  or  S.  W. 
It  is  then  fultry  and  difagreeable  in  the  day¬ 
time,  but  during  the  night  and  morning  un¬ 
commonly  cool,  and  occafions  an  unpleafant 
chilly  fenfation.  This  is  the  only  land-breeze 
we  have  ;  and  it  is  only  during  its  continu¬ 
ance  that  we  have  foggy  weather  or  heavy 
dews  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  comparative  degree  of  coolnefs  which 
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the  inhabitants  of  this  coaft  uniformly  enjoy, 
may,  I  prefume,  be  eafily  accounted  for,  when 
we  refled,  that  the  E.  N.  E.  wind  muft  pafs 
over  a  great  part  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
which  cools  and  preferves  it  to  the  tempera¬ 
ture  mentioned,  until  it  arrives  on  the  coaft 
of  Guiana.  This  may  account  for  the  north 
wind  being  the  cooleft,  and  the  E.  N.  E.  the 
moft  pleafant.  It  is  probable  alfo,  that  the 
great  evaporation  may  contribute  towards 
cooling  the  air. 

The  employment  of  the  negroes,  and  their 
manner  of  living  here,  is  flmilar  to  that  of 
thofe  in  the  Britifh  colonies,  except  that  here 
it  is  not  nearly  fo  laborious,  from  the  nature 
of  the  country  ;  and  their  food,  which  is  chief¬ 
ly  plantains,  is  in  greater  abundance,  and 
feems  to  agree  better  with  them  than  any 
other  fpecies  of  food. 

Their  common  beverage  is  what  is  here 
called  bufh-water,  which  is  highly  impreg¬ 
nated  and  deeply  tinged  with  vegetable  fub- 
ftances  ;  however,  the  tafte  is  not  unpleafant, 
although  it  frequently  caufes  diarrhoea  with 
flrangers,  on  their  firft  arrival. 

The  drefs  of  negro  men,  if  it  may  be  fo 
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called,  is  only  a  hat,  and  a  piece  of  cloth  ap¬ 
plied  in  the  manner  of  a  T  bandage,  and  for 
women  a  hat  and  petticoat.  Thefe  partial 
coverings  feem  more  confonant  to  the  nature 
of  their  conftitutions  than  warmer  clothing  ; 
and  in  this  drefs  they  do  not  appear  to  be  fo 
much  affe&ed  by  the  viciffitude  of  the  wea¬ 
ther. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  the 
difeafe  known  by  the  name  of  the  mai  d’eflo- 
mache,  which  is  fo  frequent  and  fo  often  fatal 
in  the  Windward  Iflands,  is  unknown  here  ; 
and  even  negroes  labouring  under  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  are  cured  after  they  have  been  fome 
time  in  the  colony,  without  the  aid  of  medi¬ 
cine. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe  which 
I  am  now  to  defcribe,  the  patient  generally 
complained  of  a  fenfe  of  uneafinefs  and  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  urinary  bladder,  which 
/hooted  along  the  urethra  towards  the  glans 
penis,  a  frequent  defire  to  make  water,  at¬ 
tended  with  tenefmus,  and  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  pain  in  the  fmall  of  the  back.  The 
urine  was  emitted  with  difficulty  and  pain, 
and  fometimes  by  drops  only.  At  the  firft 
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appearance  of  the  difeafe,  the  urine  in  gene¬ 
ral  was  of  the  natural  colour  ;  but  as  it  ad¬ 
vanced,  it  became  turbid  and  ropy  ;  and  after 
the  urine  was  difcharged,  it  was  fometimes 
followed  by  a  few  drops  of  mucus  or  blood, 
which  excited  a  confiderable  degree  of  pain. 
In  fome  cafes,  urine  mixed  with  blood  was  the 
fir  ft  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  ;  in  others,  a  con¬ 
fiderable  quantity  of  mucus,  of  an  aih  colour, 
was  difcharged  with  the  urine  ;  and  in  many 
cafes,  fmali  grumous  particles  of  blood  were 
found  at  the  bottom  of  the  veflel,  after  it 
flood  for  fome  time.  In  a  great  number  of 
cafes,  we  have  obferved  a  difcharge  of  mucus 
from  the  urethra,  refembling  the  matter  of 
gonorrhoea  ;  which  appearance  induced  fome 
practitioners  to  miftake  the  complaint  for  that 
difeafe.  When  improperly  treated  by  aftrin- 
gent  injections,  I  have  obferved  the  difeafe  to 
be  rendered  tedious,  obftinate,  and  more 
painful.  Coltivenefs  feemed  always  to  ag¬ 
gravate  the  complaint.  The  pulfe  was  gene¬ 
rally  regular,  and  the  fkin  of  the  natural  heat. 
Upon  the  moil  attentive  examination,  we  ne¬ 
ver  could  perceive  the  fmalleft  particle  of 
fand  deposited  in  the  urine  of  thofe  affedled 
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with  the  difeafe.  With  the  dried  refid uutn  of 
the  urine  of  feveral  fubjeCts  and  at  differ¬ 
ent  periods  of  the  difeafe,  we  have  tried  the 
fulphuric,  muriatic,  and  citric  acid,  but  they 
produced  no  effervefcence. 

When  I  firfl  obferved  the  difeafe,  foon  af¬ 
ter  my  arrival  in  this  colony,  I  confidered  the 
complaint  as  merely  of  an  inflammatory  na¬ 
ture.  VenaefeCtion,  mucilaginous  decoCtions, 
nitre,  and  gentle  purgatives,  were  prefcribed, 
without  much  relief.  I  afterwards  gave  dia¬ 
phoretics,  opium,  and  camphor,  with  as  little 
advantage.  Recollecting  to  have  feen  the  bal- 
fam  copiaba  afford  confiderable  relief  in  a 
complaint  fimilar  to  this,  I  gave  a  drachm  of 
it  mixed  with  two  of  mucilage  t>f  gum  Ara¬ 
bic,  thirty  drops  of  fweet  fpirit  of  nitre,  and 
a  little  fyrup,  morning  and  evening.  This 
medicine  fucceeded  beyond  my  expectations, 
and  never  failed  to  cure  the  complaint,  or  to 
relieve  the  patient  in  a  fewT  weeks,  particularly 
when  application  was  made  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  difeafe.  But  if  the  complaint 
was  miftaken,  a  much  longer  time  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  a  cure  was  effected.  It  alfo  frequently 
yielded  to  the  balfam  copiaba  alone. 
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During  lafl  year,  we  had  from  1 50  to  200 
patients  labouring  under  this  difeafe,  and  on¬ 
ly  one  cafe  had  an  unfavourable  termination. 
A  robuft  negro  man,  the  property  of  Jofeph 
Hamer,  Efq.  was  attacked  with  the  difeafe 
in  November  1792,  a  few  months  after  his 
arrival.  In  the  beginning  of  February  1793, 
I  drfl  faw  him  ;  at  which  period  he  was  con- 
fiderably  reduced,  complained  greatly  of  the 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  which  was 
increafed  by  the  flighted;  touch.  There  was 
alfo  an  evident  hardnefs  and  fwelling  of  that 
organ.  He  had  frequent  and  urgent  calls  to 
make  water,  which  was  difcharged  only  by 
drops,  and  with  very  great  pain.  It  was  fre¬ 
quently  mixed  with  blood,  at  other  times  it 
had  the  afh-coloured  appearance  already  men¬ 
tioned.  He  alfo  complained  of  his  mouth, 
which  was  affe&ed  by  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
for  the  fecond  time  fince  the  commencement 
of  his  diforder,  which  was  miltaken  for  lues 
venerea. 

I  directed  that  no  more  mercury  fhould  be 
given,  to  flop  making  ufe  of  inje&ions,  and  to 
give  him  a  gentle  purge.  When  the  ptyalifm 
ceafed,  the  balfamic  drops  were  directed  to 
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be  given  ;  and  he  was  ordered  to  drink  a 
quart  of  the  decodtion  of  the  hog  plumb-tree 
b&rk  daily.  He  continued  the  ufe  of  thefe 
medicines  for  fix  or  eight  weeks,  which  at 
firfl  gave  him  fome  eafe,  but  at  length  had 
not  even  that  effedt,  and  he  became  weaker 
every  day.  We  now  changed  his  medicine 
to  the  balfam  copiaba  alone,  affifled  by  emol¬ 
lient  fomentations  to  the  region  of  the  bladder, 
and  emollient  clyflers.  This  alfo  afforded  a 
temporary  relief.  I  tried  a  preparation  of  the 
fanguis  draconis  and  alum,  recommended  by 
Dr.  Crawford,  furgeon  to  the  garrifon  of  this 
place,  but  without  any  advantage.  Diapho¬ 
retics,  camphor,  and  opium  afforded  him  a 
temporary  eafe.  In  the  month  of  Augull  fol¬ 
lowing,  he  begged  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  black  nurfe,  which  was  complied  with, 
at  the  requefl  of  his  mailer.  Under  her  care 
he  remained  three  months  ;  and  from  what 
I  could  learn,  fhe  adminiflerea  the  decoction 
of  a  few  fimples,  of  which  ihe  made  a  my  fie¬ 
ry.  However,  during  that  period,  he  became 
worfe,  and  was  reduced  almoft  to  a  fkeleton. 
In  the  month  of  December,  I  was  again  re- 
quefled  to  vifit  him.  He  then  had  hectic  fe¬ 
ver,  was  fo  wTeak  that  he  could  net  move 
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without  affiftance,fometimes  difcharged  blood* 
at  other  times  the  afh-coloured  mucus,  and 
urine  mixed  with  purulent  matter,  or  what 
appeared  to  be  fuch.  The  blood  difcharged 
now  was  pure,  and  in  larger  quantities  than 
at  any  other  period  of  the  difeafe.  The  hard- 
nefs  and  fwelling  of  the  bladder  were  confi- 
derably  increafed. 

With  a  view  to  afford  fome  relief,  but 
without  any  hope  of  his  recovery,  I  directed 
a  powder,  compofed  of  camphor,  opium,  and 
nitre,  to  be  given  three  times  in  the  day,  af- 
fifted  with  mucilaginous  deco&ions,  and  e- 
mollient  clyfters  and  fomentations.  On  the 
evening  of  the  1 9th  of  January  1 794,  death , 
relieved  him  from  mifery,  and  the  following 
morning  I  opened  the  body. 

During  the  illnefs  of  this  man,  there  were 
fix  others  on  the  fame  plantation,  who  were 
fubje&ed  to  the  difeafe;  and  a  cure  was 
effe&ed  by  the  balfam  copiaba  alone.  One 
of  them  had  a  relapfe,  although  not  violent, 
and  it  readily  yielded  to  the  balfam. 

On  diife&ion,  the  urinary  bladder  had  the 
appearance  of  a  large  unequal  fcirrhous  tu¬ 
mour,  confiderabiy  larger  than  the  natural 
2  fize 
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i ize  when  diflended  with  urine,  and  ftrongly 
adhering  to  the  peritoneum  at  the  fundus. 
The  coats  of  the  bladder  were  prodigioufly 
thickened  :  upon  cutting  into  it,  we  found  it, 
in  feveral  places,  nearly  an  inch  thick,  and 
there  efcaped  a  confiderable  quantity  of  a  foe¬ 
tid  fanies.  The  interior  furface  had  a  honey¬ 
comb  appearance,  with  many  inequalities. 
By  the  enlargement  of  the  coats  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  and  preffure  on  the  orifices  of  the  ure¬ 
ters,  their  cavities  were  fo  enlarged  as  to 
admit  of  an  ordinary  fized  finger.  That  part 
of  the  re&um  contiguous  to  the  bladder  was 
fomewhat  difeafed,  and  the  coats  of  that 
inteftine  enlarged.  The  kidneys  were  rather 
larger  than  natural,  and  flaccid.  The  refl: 
of  the  inteftines  were  to  all  appearance  per- 
fedtly  found. 

Among  the  number  of  cafes  which  came 
under  our  care,  we  had  only  two  white  people 
attacked  with  the  complaint,  which  happened 
at  a  time  when  rain-water  was  fcarce.  The 
firft  was  feized  with  the  diforder  in  March 
laft.  By  the  ufe  of  the  balfam  copiaba,  his 
complaint  was  removed  in  a  few  days.  This 
man  informed  me  he  was  troubled  with  cal- 
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cuius,  fome  time  before  he  left  Scotland,  and 
the  fymptoms  of  the  prefent  difeafe  were  fi- 
milar  to  what  he  formerly  complained  of. 
However,  during  the  difeafe,  no  particles  of 
land  could  be  perceived  depofited  in  his  urine. 
The  other  is  the  cafe  of  a  gentleman,  at  pre¬ 
fent  ill  of  the  complaint, ,  under  our  care. 
When  firft  attacked  with  the  difeafe,  he  made 
ufe  of  aftringent  injedions,  miftaking  the 
complaint  for  gonorrhoea.  This  pradice,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  tends  to  aggravate  the 
difeafe,  and  render  it  more  obdinate.  This 
gentleman’s  father  and  elded  brother  were 
both  troubled  with  calculus  of  the  bladder. 

I  (hall  now  beg  leave  to  mention  a  few 
fads,  which  may  throw  fome  light  on  the 
caufe  and  frequency  of  this  difeafe  among  ne¬ 
groes,  and  why  the  whites  ihould  in  general 
be  exempted  from  it. 

A  fliort  time  after  my  arrival  in  this  co¬ 
lony,  oblerving  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
the  complaint  among  negroes  of  both  fexes, 
and  at  every  period  of  life,  and  alfo  obfer- 
ving  that  white  people  were  in  general  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  difeafe,  it  occurred  to  me, 
after  fome  refledion,  that  this  diftindion  a- 
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rofe  from  the  former  being  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  ufing  the  bujh-water ,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  feldom,  if  ever,  making  ufe  of  any.  And 
even  in  times  of  fcarcity,  when  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  ufe  it  for  any  purpofe,  it  is  always 
filtered.  For  common  beveridge,  it  is  in 
general  mixed  with  Madeira,  claret,  or  fome 
fpirit,  which  probably  may  correct  the  tenden¬ 
cy  that  this  water  may  have  to  produce  the 
difeafe.  This  idea  is  corroborated  by  ob- 
ferving  that  domeftics,  who  live  in  a  manner 
almoft  fimilar  to  the  whites,  are  alfo  free  from 
the  diforder  ;  by  obferving  that  in  the  courfe 
of  fifteen  months,  we  had  only  one  cafe  of 
the  difeafe  on  the  plantation  Paradife,  where 
the  negroes  had  abundance  of  ciftern-water  j 
and  by  remarking,  that  we  had  upon  an  ave- 
rage  about  four  to  one  attacked  with  this  dif¬ 
order  during  the  dry  feafon,  to  what  we  had 
during  the  rainy  months.  My  partner,  Mr. 
Bartrum,  who  had  practifed  many  years  a 
confiderable  diftance  up  the  river  Demerary, 
where  the  water  is  pure  and  tranfparent,  does 
not  recollect  to  have  ever  feen  a  Tingle  cafe 
of  this  diforder.  '  . 

Upon  the  whole,  I  conceive  that  the  water 
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which  the  negroes  here  are,  from  neceflity, 
obliged  to  make  ufe  of  for  the  different  pur- 
pofes  of  life,  is  the  primary  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

ift .  From  the  white  inhabitants,  and  their 
domeftics,  being  exempted  from  the  difeafe, 
who  feldom  drink  this  water. 

2 d.  From  the  difeafe  being  lefs  frequent 
during  the  wet  months,  when  there  is  an  a- 
bundance  of  frefli  water. 

And,  3 d.  From  the  difeafe  being  feldom 
feen  on  eftates  where  there  is  a  fufficiency  of 
eiftern-water,  and  never  upon  the  banks  of 
the  rivers  or  creeks,  where  the  water  is  free 
from  impurities. 

Whether  the  Aborigines  or  Indians  are 
troubled  with  the  complaint  or  not,  I  cannot 
fay.  I  apprehend  they  are  not,  as  they  live 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  where 
they  have  the  benefit  of  wholefome  water. 
However,  balfam  copiaba  is  a  favourite  vul¬ 
nerary  with  them. 
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III. 

Hijlory  of  a  Cafe  of  Inverted  Uterus  termina¬ 
ting  fuccefsfully .  By  Mr.  John  White,  Sur¬ 
geon,  PaiJIey. 

/'"VN  the  26th  of  June  1793,  about  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  a 
married  woman,  twenty-feven  years  of  age, 
who  was  delivered  of  a  fine  healthy  child, 
about  five  o’clock  that  fame  evening.  The 
delivery  took  place  while  fhe  lay  on  a  couch. 
There  was  nothing  unufual  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  labour,  nor  was  the  birth  of  the  child  re¬ 
markably  fudden ;  but  the  midwife  having 
found  difficulty  in  extrading  the  placenta, 
had  employed  much  time  and  force  in  pulling 
at  the  navel-firing,  and  had  caufed  the  woman 
to  cough,  fneeze,  and  even  to  vomit,  by  tick¬ 
ling  her  throat  with  a  finger,  before  fhe  was 
able  to  accomplifii  her  purpofe. 

The  delivery  of  the  placenta  was  immedi- 
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ately  followed  with  an  hcemorrhage  from  the 
uterus,  and  violent  forcing  down  pains,  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  which  accompany  labour.  But 
as  in  all  her  former  labours,  (four  in  num¬ 
ber),  a  flooding  to  a  certain  degree  had  like- 
wife  occurred,  this  circumftance,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  gave  no  great  alarm ;  and 
as  the  pains,  flie  was  allured,  were  no  ways 
uncommon,  Ihe  endeavoured  to  endure  them 
with  patience  and  fortitude. 

She  had  been  nearly  five  hours  in  great  a- 
gony  when  I  law  her.  Her  countenance  was 
pale  and  ghaftly  ;  her  extremities  were  cold  ; 
her  pulfe  at  the  wrill  was  fcarcely  perceptible, 
quick  and  irregular  ;  and  her  voice  was  fo 
feeble,  that  it  could  fcarcely  be  heard.  She 
had  great  pain  in  her  thighs,  and  the  lower 
part  of  her  belly ;  but  the  pain  in  her  back 
and  loins  was,  Ihe  faid,  quite  unfupportable. 
The  haemorrhage  from  the  uterus  had,  how¬ 
ever,  been  pretty  moderate  for  fome  time  5 
but  the  bearing-down  pains  continued  fo  vio¬ 
lent,  that,  to  ufe  her  own  expreflion,  Ihe 
thought  her  whole  bowels  would  be  forced 
out. 

On  applying  a  hand  to  the  abdomen,  I 
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was  certain  fhe  had  not  another  child  to 
bear  ;  and  from  the  account  I  had  juft  recei¬ 
ved,  and  nature  of  the  prefent  fymptoms,  I 
immediately  fufpe&ed  there  was  an  inverfion 
gf  the  uterus. 

Without  delay,  I  therefore  examined  her 
• per  vaginam ,  and  found  the  whole  cavity  of 
this  organ  filled  with  a  large,  round,  and 
pretty  firm  flefhy  tumour,  rugous  on  the  fur- 
face,  and  having  the  fhape  of  a  printer’s  ball, 
or  the  bottom  of  a  large  bottle  of  the  elaftic 
refin.  This  I  considered  as  evidence  fuffi- 
cient. 

I  would  inftantly  have  attempted  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  uterus,  but  the  poor  woman 
was  fo  very  faint  and  weak,  and  all  the  parts 
concerned  fo  tender  and  irritable,  that  I 
,  thought  it  could  not  be  undertaken  for  feme 
time,  but  with  considerable  riik.  I  therefore 
gave  her  forty  drops  of  laudanum,  and  the 
fame  number  of  elixir  of  vitriol,  in  a  glafs  or 
two  of  wine,  to  recruit  her  ftrength  a  little, 
and  to  moderate  the  violence  of  the  pain  and 
irritability. 

The  midwife  having  left  her  as  focn  as  fhe 
thought  lhe  had  done  her  duty,  Ihe  was  again 
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immediately  brought ;  and  having,  at  my  de- 
defire,  made  the  neceffary  examination,  was 
very  foon  convinced  of  what  had  happened. 

After  waiting  about  twenty  minutes,  to  al¬ 
low  what  (he  had  got  to  take  effeft,  I  gently 
insinuated  my  hand  through  the  os  exter¬ 
num  ;  and  grafping  the  tumour  firmly  for 
fome  time,  to  diminifh  its  bulk,  I  began  then 
to  pufh  at  the  middle  of  the  fundus,  and,  as 
nearly  as  I  could,  in  the  dire&ion  of  its 
mouth  ;  employing  fometimes  a  fingle  finger, 
fometimes  two  or  more,  or  the  whole  fingers 
and  thumb  colle&ed  into  a  cone-like  fhape, 
as  I  found  upon  trial  could  befl  fuit  my  pur- 
pofe.  I  likewife  tried,  from  time  to  time,  to 
dilate  the  os  internum,  by  infinuating  a  fin¬ 
ger  between  it  and  the  body  of  the  uterus ; 
but  from  the  contracted  ftate  in  which  it 
was,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the  tumour,  it 
could  not  be  done  but  with  confiderable  dif¬ 
ficulty. 

By  a  due  perfeverance,  however,  in  one  or 
other  of  thefe  methods,  I  at  length  had  the 
good  fortune  to  reduce  it  completely  ;  and  as 
I  gradually  withdrew  my  hand  from  the  'ca¬ 
vity  of  the  uterus,  into  which  it  had  at  laft 
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fairly  paffed,  I  gently  irritated  the  os  inter¬ 
num  with  a  finger,  to  excite  its  contra&ion. 
And  having  enjoined  reft  and  a  recumbent 
pofture,  and  ordered  fome  light  nourilh- 
ment,  I  took  my  leave. 

My  patient  continued  in  a  weak  and  lan¬ 
guid  ftate  for  many  weeks.  Her  legs  were 
cedematous  for  a  long  time  after  fhe  could  go 
about;  and  the  quantity  of  milk  in  her 
breads  was  fo  fmall,  that  another  woman  was 
required  to  fuckle  her  child ;  but  by  the  ufe 
of  fuitable  cordials,  tonic  medicines,  nou- 
rilhing  diet,  and  moderate  exercife,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  months,  I  had  the  fatisfa&ion 
to  fee  her  recover  completely. 

*  '  ^1  '  » ■  •  ••  *  *  *• . 

Remarks. 

The  inverfion  of  the  uterus  is  one  of  the 
moft  formidable  and  alarming  accidents 
which  can  happen  in  delivery ;  for  if  not 
foon  known,  and  fpeedily  reduced,  it  is  apt 
to  prove  fatal  in  a  fhort  time.  It  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  well  underftood,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  guarded  againft,  by  every  perfon  prac- 
tifing  midwifery. 
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That  the  inverfion,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  was 
occafioned  by  the  very  forcible  and  injudi¬ 
cious  means  employed  to  extract  the  placen¬ 
ta,  thdre  can,  I  think,  be  little  doubt ;  parti- 
cularly  when  it  is  confidered*  that  the  extrac¬ 
tion  was  made  while  the  woman  flood  up¬ 
right  ;  and  of  the  numerous  inflances  of  the 
like  kind  on  record,  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  them  appear  to  have  been  the  refult  of  a 
fimilar  rafh  and  inconfiderate  pra&ice. 

As  in  making  the  redu&ion  in  the  above 
cafe,  I  experienced  much  inconvenience  from 
the  fhortnefs  and  fmallnefs  of  my  fingers,  I 
would  beg  leave  to  propofe  the  trial  of  the 
following  fimple  inflrument,  if  the  like  dif¬ 
ficulty  fhould  ever  happen  to  any  other  prac¬ 
titioner.  It  confifls  of  a  bit  of  light  wood, 
about  fourteen  inches  long,  not  quite  cylin¬ 
drical,  but  flight ly  tapering  from  the  ends  to 
the  middle,  and  the  ends  rounded,  like  the 
head  of  a  walking  cane.  The  diameter  of 
the  one  extremity  is  an  inch,  and  the  other 
an  inch  and  three  quarters ;  the  one  or  the 
other  to  be  employed  as  the  particular  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe  may  feem  befl  to 
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fuit.  The  whole  of  it  is  covered  with  fmooth 

•  i 
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and  foft  leather,  and  the  ends  are  thickly 
fluffed  with  wool  or  foft  hair ;  fo  that  they 
can  hardly  do  any  injury  to  the  uterus,  un- 
lefs  employed  in  the  molt  inattentive  and  im¬ 
proper  manner.  v 
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IV. 

Hifiory  of  a  remarkable  Cafe  of  Retroverted  Ute¬ 
rus  terminating  fuccefsfully ,  after  various 
fruitlefs  Attempts  for  Reduction.  By  Mr* 
John  White,  Surgeon ,  Faifley. 

T-’HE  fubjeft  of  the  following  cafe  was  a 
poor  woman,  twenty-fix  years  of  age, 
the  mother  of  three  children.  After  having 
fuckled  the  laft  child  for  eighteen  months, 
her  menfes  appeared  in  fmall  quantity  on  the 
1 6th  of  November  1787.  She  continued  to 
give  fuck  for  nine  or  ten  weeks  longer,  du¬ 
ring  which  time  her  menfes  did  not  return. 
This  and  fome  other  circumftances  led  her  to 
think  file  was  again  pregnant. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  January  1788,  when  carry¬ 
ing  a  pailful  of  milk  on  her  left  haunch,  fhe  felt 
fomething,  as  Ihe  exprefles  it,  in  that  fide  give 
way,  and  fall  down  towards  the  bottom  of 
her  belly.  This  was  immediately  followed 
with  a  violent  pain  of  her  back,  and  a  fenfe 
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of  weight,  or  bearing  down,  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen.  A  few  days  after  this,  her 
complaints  were  fo  much  relieved,  that  fhe 
found  herfelf  able  to  be  prefent  at  a  dance 
with  fome  of  her  neighbours,  and  was  fo  im¬ 
prudent  as  to  take  a  very  a&ive  part  in  that 
exercife.  Her  complaints  next  day  returned 
with  greater  violence  than  before  :  She  had  a 
flight  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  vagina, 
and  now  dreaded  an  abortion. 

By  the  advice  of  an  able  practitioner  in 
town,  who  fufpected  the  cafe  to  be  gravel- 
ilh,  {he  was  blooded,  and  went  into  a  warm 
bath,  but  without  any  alleviation  of  her  pains; 
on  the  contrary,  they  continued  to  increafe 
daily. 

X  vifited  her  on  February  the  15th,  and 
found  her  in  great  agony.  She  had  flept  very 
little,  if  any,  fince  the  return  of  her  com¬ 
plaints.  She  was  feverifh,  and  had  a  violent 
bearing  down,  both  at  the  vagina  and  reClum, 
but  from  the  former  of  thefe  there  was  no  dif¬ 
charge.  The  pains  were  very  fimilar  to  thofe 
which  accompany  labour,  but  with  fcarcely 
any  intermiffions.  She  had  great  difficulty 
and  pain  in  making  water,  and  it  was  made 
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frequently,  and  in  fmall  quantities.  She  was 
likewife  very  coftive,  not  having  had  a  ftQol 
for  the  lad  eight  days.  A  flight  tenfion  and 
fwelling  were  obfervable  over  the  abdomen, 
particularly  in  the  hypogaftric  and  left  iliac 
regions  j  and  fhe  complained  of  flight  pain 
when  thefe  were  preffed  upon. 

On  examining  her,  per  vaginam,  I  was 
furprifed  to  find  the  os  tineas  turned  up,  and 
nearly  in  contact  with  the  fymphafis  pubis, 
and  a  large  refilling  tumour  in  the  hollow 
of  the  facrum,  lying  behind  the  vagina.  In¬ 
troducing  a  finger  into  the  return,  I  felt  the 
tumour  very  diftindtly  prefling  upon  the  fore¬ 
part  of  that  vifcus,  but  could  not  pafs  my 
finger  beyond  it.  I  immediately  concluded 
it  to  be  a  cafe  of  retroverted  uterus  ;  and, 
after  drawing  off  her  water,  and  giving  a  lax¬ 
ative  clyfler,  I  put  the  means  ufually  recom¬ 
mended  for  redu&ion  into  practice,  but  with¬ 
out  effect. 

Next  day  I  renewed  thefe  attempts,  but  they 
were  equally  unfuccefsful.  She  fainted  away 
during  the  operation,  and  had  a  flight  con- 
vuifion  fit.  This  obliged  me  to  defifl. 

For  more  than  a  week  after  this,  fhe  was 

fo 


^795- 


COMMENTARIES. 


*57 


fo  extremely  ill,  that  I  durft  not  attempt  any 
thing ;  nor  indeed  was  there  any  probability  of 
her  furviving  the  redu&ion,  even  had  it  been 
poilible  to  have  accompliflied  it.  Some  flight 
alleviation  of  her  pains  was  occafionally  ob¬ 
tained  by  anodynes ;  but  her  ftomach  was 
now  become  fo  very  weak  and  irritable,  that 
.  almoft  every  thing  (he  took  was  rejected  by 
vomiting. 

She  had  had  no  (tools  fince  the  firfl:  injection. 
I  endeavoured  repeatedly  to  procure  (tools 
in  this  way  ;  but  the  pafiage  was  fo  completely 
blocked  up  by  the  tumour,  that  not  one  of 
the  injections  could  be  made  to  pafs. 

A  partial  fuppreflion  of  urine  having  oc¬ 
curred  from  the  beginning,  I  was  frequently 
obliged  to  draw  it  off  by  means  of  the  ca¬ 
theter.  The  tumour  continuing  to  increafe, 
and  the  os  tincse  to  be  raifed  higher  and  high¬ 
er,  I  found  it  impoflible  to  introduce  the  ca¬ 
theter  in  common  ufe  into  the  bladder  ;  I  was 
able,  however,  to  introduce  the  flexible  one 
at  all  times  with  fome  difficulty. 

The  novelty  of  the  cafe,  and  the  dangerous 
fituation  in  which  my  patient  was,  induced 
me  to  take  the  advice  of  fome  of  my  medical 
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acquaintance.  Dr.  Farquharfon  was  accord¬ 
ingly  firfl  called  in  ;  and,  after  examining 
the  patient  with  great  care,  his  opinion  of  the 
cafe  was  the  fame  as  my  own. 

By  this  time  (February  24th),  our  patient 
being  fomewhat  better,  and  having  recovered 
a  little  ftrength,  it  was  judged  proper  to 
make  a  third  attempt ;  which  was  accordingly 
made,  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  The  tumour 
was  fo  firmly  wedged  in  the  pelvis,  as  not  to 
yield  in  the  leafl  degree  upon  preffure,  and 
fo  very  bulky  as  to  fill  up  the  cavities  of  the 
vagina  and  reclunr.  Her  faces  were  void¬ 
ed  with  great  pain,  and  in  fmall  quantities, 
and  feldom  oftener  than  once  in  the  eight 
days,  although  every  mean  we  could  think 
cf  to  obtain  ftools  was  frequently  employ¬ 
ed. 

O11  the  ifl  of  March,  fire  was  admitted  a 
patient  at  the  Public  Difpenfary,  and  1  conti¬ 
nued  to  vifit  her,  along  with  Mr.  Thynne, 
•  then  a&ing  furgeon  for  that  charity. 

On  the  3d  of  the  fame  month,  in  prefence 
of  Dr. 'Farquharfon,  Dr.  Jeffray,  and  fome 
other  profefTional  gentlemen,  Mr.  Thynne 
and  I  made  another  attempt  to  reduce  the 
2  uterus, 
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uterus,  but  with  the  fame  bad  fuccefs  as  be¬ 
fore. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  mentioning,  that  fome 
time  previous  to  this  laft  attempt,  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  firft  vifited  her  had,  unknown  to 
us,  attempted  the  redudtion  by  himfelf,  and 
had  employed  fome  very  powerful  means  for 
that  purpofe  ;  but  his  endeavours  were  at¬ 
tended  with  no  better  fuccefs  than  our  own. 

As  every  pra&itioner  who  faw  her  agreed 
in  thinking  it  a  well-marked  cafe  of  retrovert- 
ed  uterus,  I  believe  we  Ihould  have  even  made 
farther  attempts  to  reduce  it,  had  the  woman 
permitted  us ;  but  {he  begged  we  would  let 

her  alone,  adding,  die  would  much  rather 

1  \ 

die  than  fubmit  to  the  pain  of  any  more 
trials. 

i 

At  our  requeft,  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  late 
worthy  profeffor  of  anatomy  and  midwifery 
in  the  univerfity  of  Glafgow,  was  fo  obliging 
as  to  make  her  a  vifit.  This  was  on  the  16  th 
of  March.  On  examination,  he  found  the  os 
tineas  raifed  above  the  fymphyfis  pubis,  and 
pointing  upwards  and  forwards,  fo  that  he 
could  only  touch  the  lower  lip  of  it  with  the 
point  of  his  finger. 
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From  the  low  ftate  in  which  he  found  her, 
and  the  tumour  being  fo  very  fixed,  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  advifable  to  make  any 
farther  attempts  to  reduce  it.  He  propofed, 
however,  the  introduction  of  a  probe  into 
the  os  uteri ,  to  break  the  membranes,  and  to 
bring  on  an  abortion.  This  he  confidered  as 
the  only  means  left  for  procuring  the  reduction 
of  the  uterus,  and  preferving  the  woman’s 
life. 

A  common  probe,  bent  in  fuch  a  way  as 
might  bed  favour  its  introduction,  was  paffed 
feveral  times  within  the  os  uteri,  to  the  length 
of  three  or  four  inches,  but  without  occafion- 
ing  any  perceptible  difcharge.  In  its  courfe, 
it  met  with  feveral  flight  interruptions,  and 
felt  as  if  palling  over  a  rugous  furface.  I  tried 
frequently  to  make  it  point  to  the  bottom  of 
the  tumour  ;  but  found  it  impracticable,  as  it 
conftantly  took  its  direction  obliquely  up¬ 
wards  and  backwards. 

Being  unable  to  bring  about  the  defired 
abortion,  or  otherwife  diminiih  the  bulk  of 
the  uterus,  we  now  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  her 
recovery,  and  expeCted  every  day  would  have 
been  her  laft.  Her  pulfe  was  become  very 

quick 
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quick  and  feeble.  She  often  fainted  on  being 
raifed;  fhe  was  frequently diftreffed  with  retch¬ 
ings  and  hiccough,  and  convulfive  twitches 
agitated  the  different  mufcles.  She  continued 
in  this  dangerous  date  for  nearly  two  weeks, 
during  which  time  cordials  and  anodynes 
were  occasionally  admiriiflered. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  fhe  had  a  very  copious 
evacuation  by  (tool.  Her  faces  were  mixed 
with  fome  puriform  matter,  and  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  black  grumous  blood.  After  the  fe- 
cond  or  third  evacuation,  her  pains  abated 
considerably ;  but  fome  degree  of  tenefmus 
and  diarrhoea  continued  for  fourteen  days,  at 
which  time  her  (tools  began  to  affume  their 
natural  confidence  and  colour. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  difcharge 
of  this  matter,  (he  began  to  recover  daily. 
The  tenfion  and  fwelling  of  the  abdomen 
went  off  by  degrees.  The  tumour  was  found 
fofter  and  lefs  bulky  on  every  examination, 
and  the  os  tincos  gradually  returned  to  its 
proper  place. 

By  the  middle  of  May,  fhe  had  fcarcely  any 
complaint,  and  had  fo  far  recovered  her 
ftrength,  as  to  be  able  to  do  the  drudgery  of 
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her  family.  On  the  30th  of  the  fame  month, 
her  menfes  returned  ;  an  event  I  had  often 
wifhed  for.  They  flowed  again  on  the  28th 
of  June;  and  I  found  her  on  the  10th  July 
nearly  as  flout  and  healthy  as  ever. 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  talking 
with  the  woman  who  is  the  fubjeft  of  the 
foregoing  cafe.  She  informs  me,  that  flie  ftill 
continues  to  menftruate  regularly,  but  rather 
fparingly  ;  and  that  {he  has  no  complaint,  un- 
lefs  it  be  a  flight  pain  which  flie  generally 
feels  when  (he  voids  her  ftools,  pretty  high  in 
the  return.  And  fhe  has  remarked,  that  the 
figure  of  her  ftools  is  now  fomewhat  fmafer 
than  formerly. 

The  moft  probable  opinion  which  I  think 
we  can  form  of  the  more  remarkable  circum- 
ftances  attending  this  cafe,  is,  that  an  enlar¬ 
ged  ovarium  was  the  chief,  if  not  the  only 
caufe,  of  the  retroverfion  of  the  uterus ;  that 
here  no  uterine  foetation  had  actually  ta¬ 
ken  place  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  ova¬ 
rium  impregnation  or  inflammation  had  oc- 
cafioned  the  increafed  bulk  of  the  uterus,  as 
an  eflfeft  of  that  well-known  fympathy  which 
fubfifls  between  thefe  two  organs. 


But 
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But  whatever  may  be  in  this,  the  prefent 
cafe  affords  an  opportunity  for  curious  {pecu¬ 
lation  and  interefting  remark.  It  likewife  pre- 
fents  an  inflance,  among  many  others,  of  the 
aftonifhing  methods  which  nature  occafional- 
!y  employs  to  free  herfelf  from  difeafe,  and 
that  after  the  ordinary  refources  of  art  have 
been  fruitlefs  and  unavailing 
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Hifiory  of  a  Cafe  of  Rabies  Canina .  By  Mr . 
Alexander  Johnfton,  Surgeon ,  Dunbar . 


HOMAS  HOGG,  aged  33,  fuperintend- 


ant  of  the  farm  of  Helenftead,  in  the 
parifh  of  Cockburnfpath,  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Friday  the  13th  December  1793,  ha¬ 
ving  gone  out  to  call  up  one  of  the  fervants 
in  the  next  houfe,  on  his  return  heard  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  fomething  behind  him,  and  felt  him- 
felf  feized  in  a  furious  manner  by  a  dog,  which 
laid  hold  of  his  right  leg.  He  inftantly  endea¬ 
voured  to  difengage  the  animal,  and  with  this 
view,  laid  hold  of  the  upper  and  under  jaw 
with  the  right  and  left  hand  ;  and  in  the  fcuffie 
the  right  hand  was  bitten  likewife. 

Upon  calling  out  to  his  fellow-fervants,  one 
foon  came  to  his  aid,  who  wifhed  him  to  let 
the  dog  go;  which  he  moft  pohtively  refufed  to 
do  ;  obferving,  that,  if  the  animal  was  mad. 
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he  was  as  ill  as  he  could  be  ;  but  that,  if  he 
let  it  go,  it  might  do  more  mifchief.  And  he 
infilled  on.  retaining  his  hold  till  the  dog  was 
killed ;  which  was  done. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Spence  of  Cockburnfpath, 
having  fludied  and  pra&ifed  phyfic,  was  im¬ 
mediately  acquainted  ;  and,  upon  vifiting, 
found  him  determined  to  fubmit  to  every 
thing  thought  neceffary  for  his  fafety^  as  if 
the  dog  had  been  actually  mad. 

Mr.  Spence  flaring  the  accident,  I  took 
every  thing  neceffary  with  me,  and  got  out 
about  nine  o’clock,  the  diftance  eight  miles. 

The  patient  again  declared  his  conviclion, 
that  the  animal  was  mad,  from  the  mode  of 
attacking  him  when  walking  quietly  a- 
long,  and  offering  no  injury.  And  he  was 
fully  determined  that  all  the  wounded  parts 
fhould  be  refioved,  that  his  fafety  might  be 
infured. 

Upon  infpefling  the  wounds,  I  found  two 
on  the  right  leg,  a  little  below  the  middle 
of  the  gaflrocnemii  mufcle.  He  had  his  flock¬ 
ing  on  when  bitten.  Thefe  wounds  external¬ 
ly  appeared  trivial ;  the  upper  one,  like  a 
fcratch,  in  fome  parts  very  little  deeper  than 

the 
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the  fkin,  about  half  an  inch  in  length ;  the 
lower  one  apparently  would  not  admit  the 
head  of  a  common-fized  pin  ;  but,  upon  in¬ 
troducing  the  probe,  it  was  found  to  extend 
on  the  outer  part  of  the  leg  about  an  inch. 

An  incifion  was  made,  about  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  inch  from  the  outer  extent  of  the 
upper  wound,  in  an  elliptical  courfe  inwards, 
and  gently  flanting  downwards,  to  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  inch  beyond  the  extent  of  the 
wound  inwards.  The  fame  mode  being  fol¬ 
lowed  above,  and  each  incifion  being  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  inch  from  the  wound  above  and  be¬ 
low,  effectually  included  the  injured  fkin; 
and  the  cellular  fubftance  being  removed 
with  the  fkin,  the  furface  of  the  mufcle  was 
expofed  to  view. 

The  lower  wound  was  dotted  with  ink  on 
the  fkin,  agreeable  to  the  extent  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  probe  ;  and  an  incifion  made, 
half  an  inch  from  the  outward  extremity  of 
the  dots,  in  a  direCt  line  over  the  wound,  to 
half  an  inch  from  the  wound,  and  the  edges 
of  the  wound,  made  by  the  tufks,  removed. 

We  then  proceeded  to  excavate  the  cellular 
•  \ 

fubftance,  about  an  inch  above  and  below 

the 
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the  edge  of  the  incifion,  removing  part  of  the 
mufcle  likewife. 

Intending  to  heal  thefe  wounds  by  the  firffc 

•at 

intention,  the  edges  were  brought  together 
by  ligature,  and  drefled  with  lint,  over  which 
was  a  large  pledget  of  mercurial  ointment ; 
and  the  a&ion  of  the  mufcle  prevented  by  the 
application  of  a  bandage. 

The  wounds  in  the  right  hand  were  as  fol¬ 
low  :  One  on  the  palm  of  the  hand,  extend¬ 
ing  outwardly,  near  half  an  inch  in  length, 
very  little  below  the  {kin.  This  was  remo¬ 
ved  by  making  an  incificn,  about  an  inch  in 
length,  on  each  •  fide  of  the  wound,  com¬ 
pletely  including  it,  and  difle&ing  carefully 
below,  fo  that  the  flexor  tendon  of  the  fore¬ 
finger  was  laid  in  view.  The  edges  of  the 
wound  were  brought  together  by  ligatures, 
and  drefled  as  in  the  leg. 

Thefkin  appeared  ruffled  on  the  back  part  of 
the  firfb  phalanx  of  the  fore-finger,  on  the  outer 
fide  of  the  fecond  phalanx,  and  on  the  middle 
of  the  abductor  pollicis  mufcle.  Thefe  ruffled 
parts  of  the  fkin  appeared  fo  flight,  that  we 
thought  it  fufflcient  to  apply  the  lunar  cauflic 
freely  5  and  accordingly  it  was  kept  applied  to 
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thefe  parts  for  fome  confiderable  time,  fo  as 
to  produce  an  efcher,  and  a  free  fuppuration  ; 
and  all  were  dreffed  with  the  flrong  mercurial 
ointment. 

It  muft  here  be  obferved,  that,  previous  to 
my  arrival,  Mr.  Spence  kept  bathing  the 
wounds  with  warm  milk  and  water,  and  pro¬ 
moted  the  bleeding,  by  prefling  the  blood  to¬ 
wards  the  wounds,  and  had  got  the  hand  and 
leg  involved  in  a  poultice. 

During  the  time  of  removing  the  wound¬ 
ed  parts,  the  patient  behaved  with  the  great- 
eft  courage  and  refolution  ;  and  he  appeared 
perfectly  fatisfied  that  he  was  fafe,  even  ad¬ 
mitting  the  dog  to  be  difeafed.  He  went  to 
bed  about  ten,  requefting  he  might  be  kept 
quiet. 

As  we  had  always  underflood,  that  a  dog 
labouring  under  the  hydrophobia  would  nei¬ 
ther  eat  nor  drink,  the  flomach  was  infpefl- 
ed  ;  and,  to  our  great  joy,  we  found  the  flo¬ 
mach  more  than  half  full  of  food,  which  had 
a  moflr  corrupt  difagreeable  fmell ;  infomuch, 
that  we  conjeclured  the  animal  had  been  eat¬ 
ing  human  foeces.  This  circumflance  pro¬ 
ved  an  additional  comfort  and  confolation  to 

the 
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the  mind  of  the  poor  man,  and  led  Mr. 
Spence  and  me  to  think  the  animal  was  not 
difeafed. 

Upon  infpe&ing  the  mouth,  nothing  un¬ 
common  appeared,  except  that  the  inner  fur- 

•f 

face  of  the  lips  was  much  wounded,  which 
had  been  done  by  the  animal’s  own  tufks  in 
the  ftruggle,  as  he  was  held  by  the  upper  and 
under  jaw  until  he  was  killed.  ' 

Left  we  had  drawn  a  wrong  conclufion  of 
the  healthinefs  of  the  animal,  it  was  agreed 
that  our  patient  Ihould  be  put  on  an  antiphlo- 
giftic  courfe,  and  that  he  Ihould  take  to¬ 
night  and  to-morrow  morning  three  of  the 
pil.  hydrargyri  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  and  two  night  and  morning,  for  fome 
time  after,  I  having  taken  out  a  box  contain¬ 
ing  forty,  formed  of  five  grains  each,  inftead 
of  being  formed  agreeable  to  the  Dipenfa- 
tory. 

14th  December.  I  vifited,  and  found  him 
eafy  and  fatisfied  in  his  mind  ;  the  wounds 
not  painful ;  the  pills  only  produced  one  free 
ftool. 

1 6th.  I  vifited,  and  dreffed  the  wounds 
with  the  ftrong  mercurial  ointment ;  he  had 
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applied  a  poultice  over  them  the  night  be¬ 
fore  ;  they  appeared  a  little  fwelled,  with  very 
little  difcharge. 

18th.  I  viflted,  and  drefled  with  the  mer¬ 
curial  ointment ;  a  poultice  having  been  ap¬ 
plied  the  night  before,  a  copious  difcharge 
of  matter  mixed  with  blood  had  taken  place. 
The  leg  being  more  fwelled,  two  of  the  liga¬ 
tures  were  deftroying  the  fkin  ;  thefe  were 
divided  and  removed,  and  a  poultice  of  bread 
and  milk  ordered  to  be  applied  over  the  mer- 
curial  pledget,  night  and  morning.  The  mer¬ 
curial  pills,  to  the  extent  of  two,  night  and 
morning,  were  continued. 

20th.  I  found  a  free  difcharge  of  matter 
from  the  efchars  made  by  the  cauftic.  The 
wounds  in  the  leg  being  ftill  fwelled  and  in¬ 
flamed,  the  ligatures  were  all  divided  ;  and 
a  poultice,  made  of  the  vegeto  mineral  wa¬ 
ter,  with  the  crumb  of  bread,  was  applied 
over  the  mercurial  pledget,  night  and  morn¬ 
ing. 

2  2d.  This  morning,  inflead  of  the  pills, 
he  took  the  Ormskirk  powder,  prepared  by 
Mr.  Hill,  agreeable  to  the  directions,  his  bro¬ 
ther  having  got  it  from  Mr.  Baillie  of  Melle- 
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ftone.  This  he  did  merely  to  pleafe  and  fa- 
tisfy  his  friends,  with  the  approbation  of  Mr. 
Spence. 

23d.  The  leg  was  not  fo  much  fwelled.  It 
was  thought  yefterday,  that  the  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  irritated  the  wounds ;  and  we  agreed  to 
drefs  with  the  ceratum  faturninum,  and  a 
poultice  of  the  vegeto  mineral  water  over  it, 
night  and  morning.  The  wounds  in  the  hand 
looking  well,  with  a  free  difcharge  from  the 
efchars,  we  continued  to  drefs  them  with  the 
mercurial  ointment. 

27th.  I  found  all  the  wounds  looking  well, 
with  a  free  difcharge.  The  fwelling  and  in¬ 
flammation  abated  in  thofe  of  the  leg  ;  a  little 
luxuriance  appearing  in  the  wound ;  the  mer- 
cur.  prcecip.  rub.  was  fprinkled  over  it ;  and 
he  was  requefted  only  to  keep  the  poultice 
over  the  leg  at  night,  and  to  continue  to 
drefs  the  hand  with  mercurial  ointment.  He 
was  perfe&ly  well  in  health,  and  in  good  fpi- 
rits.  The  pills  being  all  ufed,  we  did  not 
think  it  neceffary  to  renew  them.  During 
their  ufe,  his  bowels  were  eafy,  without  pur¬ 
ging  ;  they  operated  by  urine,  and  had  {light¬ 
ly  affeded  the  mouth. 


fll 


272 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  II. 


I  ft  January  1794.  The  wounds  in  the 
hand  were  cicatrifed  ;  thofe  in  the  leg  incar- 
ning,  and  a  good  difcharge.  We  occafionally 
fprinkled  the  furface  with  red  precipitate,  as 
the  luxuriance  appeared.  To  expedite  the 
healing  procefs,  the  edges  of  the  wounds 
were  brought  nearer  with  adhefive  plafter. 

6th.  I  found  him  walking  about  in  his  u- 
fual  way,  as  when  in  perfect  health  ;  which  I 
requeued  he  would  decline,  until  all  the 
wounds  were  cicatrifed. 

I I  th.  I  learned,  that  on  Thurfday  the  9th 

he  had  become  a  little  uneafy,  but  could 
not  defcribe  what  was  the  matter ;  at  one 
time,  he  was  apprehenfive  he  was  going  to 
be  attacked  with  the  ague  (having  once  had 
it  feverely  before),  from  his  having  had  a 
coldnefs  and  Ihivering,  and  he  could  not  keep 
himfelf  warm  j  was  neither  eafy  nor  comfort¬ 
able  whilft  in  the  houfe,  nor  warm  out  of  it. 
This  was,  however,  fatisfa&orily  accounted 
for  by  his  wife,  who  informed  us  fhe  had  that 
day  wafhed  his  flannel  veil:,  and  he  was  with¬ 
out  a  fubftitute.  ,  1 

It  is  here  to  be  remarked,  that  it  had  been 
obferved  he  never  had  become  thirfty,  or 
2  alked 
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afked  for  a  drink  between  meals,  until  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday  laft. 

This  day  I  found  a  hardnefs  round  the 

t 

wounds  in  the  leg,  and  at  times  the  hand 
and  fore-arm  were  uneafy,  Sometimes  with  a 
prickling,  at  other  times  a  fleeping  fenfation. 
There  was  no  additional  uneafinefs  in  the  leg, 
only  the  hardnefs  above  mentioned;  He  was 
defired  to  walk  lefs,  to  apply  a  poultice  of 
bread  and  milk  over  the  wounds,  and  to  a- 
noint  the  hand  and  leg  with  the  mercurial 
ointment.  The  edges  of  the  cicatrice  of  the 
wound  in  the  palm  appeared  a  little  Swelled, 
without  inflammation. 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  day  he  walked  a- 
bout,  faw  many  of  his  acquaintance,  and  call¬ 
ed  upon  Mr.  Spence,  as  he  expreffed  himfelf 
he  was  in  duty  bound,  from  the  great  expe¬ 
rience  of  his  friendfhip  and  attention.  At 
this  time,  he  appeared  to  Mifs  and  Mr. 
Spence  uncommonly  cheerful,  diflind:,  and 
collected.  Upon  my  departure  from  the 
houfe,  his  wife  followed  me,  he  having  omit¬ 
ted  to  afk  if  he  might  go  to  his  father’s  on 
Monday,  it  being  a  day  when  the  old  man 
had  all  his  family  and  friends,  to  congratulate 
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each  other  on  the  return  of  another  year,  and 
indulge  themfelves  with  a  cheerful  glafs.  This 
I  moft  readily  complied  with,  provided  he 
rode  in  a  cart,  avoided  drinking,  and  came 
home  early. 

Sunday,  12th.  Neither  Mr.  Spence  nor  I 
vifited  him  this  day ;  but  we  learned  from 
his  brother-in-law,  that  he  at  times  com¬ 
plained  of  the  hand  being  uneafy  with  a 
prickling  ftarting  fenfation,  which  reached 
to  the  elbow  ;  and  from  the  wound  in  the 
palm  he  prefled  out  a  little  matter, 

Monday,  13th.  He  vifited  his  father,  at  the 
dillance  of  four  miles,  and  dined  faith  his 
family  and  friends.  At  dinner,  we  learned,  he 
was  very  happy  and  cheerful ;  but  at  tea,  ex- 
prefled  his  anxiety  to.  get  home,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  directions  given  him  on  Sa- 
tUxrday.  This  he  accomplilhed  between  fix 
and  feven  in  the  evening,  travelling  in  a  cart. 

Tuefday,  14th.  All  this  day  he  was  in  per¬ 
fect  heahh,  and  free  from  any  complaint;  he 
walked  about  in  various  fields  with  his  ma¬ 
iler,  Mr.  Slight,  and  partook  of  flrong  ale 
with  him  at  the  toll-bar  houfe,  diflant  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  his  own. 

2  v  Wednefday 
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Wednefday,  15th.  This  morning  he  was 
feized  with  a  naufea,  and  drong  defire  to 
vomit,  and,  in  the  forenoon,  occafionally 
brought  up  mouthfuls  of  what  they  termed 
yellow  fluff,  which  to  him  had  a  bitter,  four, 
difagreeable  tafle  ;  and  he  had  an  oppreflion 
about  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  bread,  and 
bowels.  Mr.  Spence  being  from  home,  did 
not  fee  him  until  eight  in  the  evening,  when 
he  prefcribed  a  folution  of  emetic  tartar  ; 
which  operated  well,  freeing  him  from  a  large 
quantity  of  bile.  It  is  here  to  be  obferved, 
that  at  this  time  he  drank  freely  of  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  during  the  operation  of  the  emetic,  and 
fhowed  no  averfion  when  it  was  offered  him. 
Mr.  Spence  flaid  until  he  was  fettled  from  the 
fatigue  of  the  emetic,  which  was  after  ten, 
and  left  him  with  the  affurance,  that  all  the 
oppreffion  at  the  ftomach,  bread,  and  bowels, 
was  removed.  He  had  a  defire  to  deep  ;  his 
pulfe  was  at  this  time  eighty,  fmall  and  hard. 

Thurfday,  1 6th.  This  morning,  about  ten, 
Mr.  Spence  vifited,  and  found  him  fretful 
and  uneafy,  pulfe  100  ;  upon  inquiry,  found 
he  had  no  deep  during  the  night ;  and,  to¬ 
wards  morning-,  the  oppreffion  at  the  bread, 

S  2  •  ftomach, 


276 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  IL 


ftomach,  and  bowels,  returned,  but  not  to  fo 
great  a  degree  as  yefterday  ;  and  he  did  not 
like  to  move,  for  fear  of  fainting.  Having 
had  no  ftool  in  the  courfe  of  yefterday,  or  af¬ 
ter  the  emetic,  Mr.  Spence  propofed,  and  fent 
him  a  folution  of  falts,  which  he  attempted  to 
take,  but  could  not.  To  ufe  his  own  words, 
his  heart  recoiled.  The  idea  made  him  Tick 
and  faint,  he  therefore  begged  to  be  excufed. 

At  mid-day  Mr.  Spence  was  in  Dunbar, 
when  we  agreed,  that  fo  great  an  appearance 
of  bile  rendered  a  laxative  neceffary,  to  car¬ 
ry  it  downwards,  and  fixed  on  the  caftor-oil ; 
which,  to  render  it  more  pleafant,  and  more 
eafily  taken,  was  made  up  in  the  following 
mode. 

A.  Pulv.  Gum.  Arab. 

» 

- -  Sacch.  Alb.  fingulorum  drachmas  tres 

folve  in  Aq.  Font,  unciam  dimidiam, 
adde  paulatim  OL  Ricin.  unciam  unam 
cum  femifte  Aq.  Font  uncias  duas.  M. 
Half  c '  this  was  intended  to  be  taken  at  once  ; 
and  if  it  fhould  nor  operate  in  the  courfe  of 
three  hours,  he  was  then  to  take  the  other 
half. 

In  the  afternoon  I  went  <->ut5  taking  the 
laxative  with  me,  and  got  there  between 
2  three 
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three  and  four.  I  found  him  in  a  profufe 
perfpiration,  which  had  continued  fince  morn¬ 
ing,  unfupported  by  food,  or  any  liquid ; 
which  he  faid  he  avoided  taking,  for  fear  of 
increafing  the  uneafmefs  which  he  felt  about 
the  ftomach  and  bowels,  which,  if  increafed, 
he  would  be  in  danger  of  fainting.  He  had 
naufea,  and  at  times  attempted  to  vomit ; 
the  pulfe  hard  and  firm,  at  ninety.  I  would 
at  this  time  have  taken  eight  or  ten  ounces  of 
blood,  had  the  perfpiration  not  been  fo  pro¬ 
fufe.  The  great  and  firfh  object  appeared  to 
be  gently  to  open  the  bowels. 

When  I  informed  him  of  having  brought 
the  laxative,  and  expreffed  my  defire  of  his 
taking  it,  he  faid,  he  would  mod  willingly 
take  any  thing,  but  was  afraid  to  eat  or  drink, 
for  fear  of  adding  to  the  oppreffion  at  the  Ito- 
mach  and  bowels,  and  fainting  ;  that  he  was 
afraid  he  had  offended  Mr.  Spence  in  the 
morning,  by  refufmg  the  falts,  which  he 
could  not  avoid,  but  would  now  fummon  up 
all  his  refolution,  and  take  this. 

I  tried  him  firfl  with  a  little  fmall-beer 
made  milk  warm  ;  and  as  he  did  not  wifh  to 
take  a  large  draught,  he  took  it  with  a  table- 
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fpoon.  The  firft  fpoonful  was  with  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  agitation,  the  following  with  eafe, 
while  he  at  the  fame  time  obferved  the  fir  ft 
was  the  worft.  In  this  way  he  might  have 
taken  about  a  gill  and  a  half. 

-  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  I  tried 
him  with  half  the  quantity  of  the  laxative  ju¬ 
lep,  having,  at  his  defire,  made  it  milk  warm. 
He  infilled  on  helping  hirnfelf,  and  taking  it 
'  with  a  tea-fpoon.  At  fftft,  upon  touching 
his  lips,  he  appeared  a  little  agitated,  and 
ftartled,  and  by  a  forcible  infpiration  got  it 
over,  and  as  it  defcended  to  the  ftomach  he 
fighed.  Upon  aftdng,  why  he  fighed,  he 
faid,  he  could  not  help  it,  for  it  was  like  to 
make  him  faint,  and  produced  a  defire  to  vo* 
mit ;  and  leaf!  he  fhould  vomit,  he  would  not 
take  it  all  at  once.  So  that,  from  the  time 
of  his  taking  the  firft  of  it,  till  he  had  taken 
the  whole,  might  be  about  three  quarters  of 
an  holir.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  defired  fome 
beef-tea  to  be  prepared,  to  fupport  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  dilute  the  bile,  during  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  laxative. 

In  about  twenty  minutes  from  his  getting 
the  laft  of  the  half,  he  had  a  molt  offend ve 
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bilious  flool ;  and  it  afterwards  produced 
in  all  fix,  equally  offenfive  and  equally  bi¬ 
lious. 

He  frequently  had  a  defire,  and  did  retch 
repeatedly  during  the  operation  of  the  laxa¬ 
tive,  and  at  firft  brought  up  only  a  few 
mouthfuls  of  bile  ;  but  what  was  vomited 
afterwards  appeared  only  to  be  the  mucus  of 
the  ftomach. 

As  I  frequently  gave  him  of  the  beef-tea, 
during  the  operation,  there  were  evident 
fymptoms  of  the  irritability  of  the  fydem  be¬ 
ing  preternaturailv  increafed,  from  the  figh- 
ing  and  a  degree  of  horror  on  the  taking  of 
it.  Sometimes  this  was  evident  at  the  fight 
of  it  when  prefented  to  him. 

But  this  increafed  fenfibility  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  fluids  alone.  The  impreflion  of  the 
air  produced  it,  when  any  of  the  doors  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  left  open,  or  any  of  the  women 
moved  quickly  through  the  houfe,  fo  as  to 
agitate  the  air.  Upon  thefe  occafions,  he  re¬ 
peatedly  declared  it  was  killing  him  ;  at  other 
times  he  faid  it  was  taking  away  his  breath, 
and  like  a  knife  entering  his  ftomach  and 
bread. 

Even  the  fenfe  of  fuelling  was  preterna- 
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turally  increafed.  Upon  a  friend  approach¬ 
ing  unexpectedly  near  him,  he  was  liar  tied, 
and  requeued  he  would  withdraw,  as  he  had 
been  drinking  fphits,  the  fmell  of  which  was 
like  to  take  away  his  breath. 

I  ftaid  until  pah  eight,  and  I  left  him  very 
much  relieved,  fo  that  he  took  of  the  beef- 
tea  freely,  and  did  not  figh  upon  the  fight  or 
taking  it,  and  was  able  to  fit  ereft  upon 
the  bed,  without  the  dread  of  fainting. — - 
The  free  perfpiration  flill  continued,  and  care 
was  taken  not  to  check  it  during  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  laxative,  by  keeping  the  blankets 
about  him  when  he  had  occafion  to  rife. 

My  opinion  at  this  time  may  be  formed 
from  a  few  lines  I  dropt  Mr.  Spence  previous 
to  my  departure,  which  I  fhali  fubjoin. 

C£  Dear  Sir, 

cs  Upon  vifiting  Thomas  Hogg  this  after¬ 
noon,  it  appeared  that  his  flomach  and 
bowels  were  loaded  with  bile.  In  fhort  he 
had  all  the  fymptoms  of  thofe  w^ho  are  feized 
with  the  yellow  or  bilious  fever,  luch  as  the 
lofs  of  (Length,  naufea,  a  load  and  oppreflion 
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about  the  praecordia,  fighing,  irritability, 
Sec. 

“  I  found  the  pulfe  ninety,  hard  and  drong ; 
the  whole  body  in  a  profufe  perfpiration.  It 
was  with  much  difficulty  he  was  prevailed  up¬ 
on  to  take  the  laxative,  tie  took  half  the 
quantity,  at  different  times,  being  afraid,  if  he 
took  it  all  at  once,  he  would  reject  it. 

cc  About  twenty  minutes  after  taking  the  lad 
proportion  of  the  half,  it  produced  a  very  of- 
fenfive,  copious,  bilious  ftool.  It  is  now  pad 
feven,  and  he  has  had  three  equally  offenfive, 
copious,  and  bilious  ;  the  pulfe  feventy-fix, 
with  a  degree  of  foftnefs  which  I  like. 

cc  I  have  got  beef-tea  prepared  for  him ;  and 
if  you  think  well  of  it,  we  will  make  it  his 
common  drink.  After  the  fird  dool,  he  vo¬ 
mited  freely  of  bile. 

4C  It  appears  this  is  entirely  a  bilious  fever, 
from  the  fudden  and  great  prodration  of 
drength.  At  times  the-  prickling  and  lofs  of 
fenfation  in  the  arm,  which,  in  thofe  cafes  I 
have  known,  vvere  general  over  all  the  extre* 
mities,  and  in  one  cafe  over  the  whole  body. 

44  The  indication  of  cure  appears  to  me,  af¬ 
ter  the  domach  and  bowels  have  been  cleared, 
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immediately  to  begin  the  bark,  in  half-drachm 
dofes  every  hour,  or  hour  and  half,  if  the  fto- 
macii  will  retain  it ;  and  to  each  dofe  may  be 
added,  for  the  firft  fix,  four  or  five  grains  of 
rhubarb,  fo  as  gently  to  carry  down  what  bile 
may  yet  remain  in  the  bowels.  To  morrow', 
if  nothing  forbids,  and  you  think  well  of  it, 
we  will  follow  this  mode  of  treatment.  Left  I 
fliould  not  be  able  to  get  out  fo  early  as  I 
wifh,  you  will  make  a  beginning.  Until 
then,  I  think,  if  he  takes  freely  and  frequent¬ 
ly  of  the  beef-tea,  it  promifes  to  anfwer  beft 
to  wadi  of  and  dilute  the  bile,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fupport  the  ftrength  without  irritation. 

The  fmell  of  the  beef-tea  is  now  refrelhing, 

and  I  am  pleafed  to  fee  him  take  it  fo  freely ; 

for  before  the  ftools  it  was  to  him  very  nau- 

feous.  This  is  no  doubt  a  good  fign. 

cc  At  half  paft  feven,  the  pulfe  is  foft,  at 

eighty  ;  ^and  he  appears  greatly  relieved.  I 

am,  Dear  Sir,  yours  fincerely, 

cc  A.  Johnston.” 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spence,  ^ 

Gockburnlpath.  3 

ITeft  him  foon  after  eight,  continuing  ea- 
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Tier,  and  taking  freely  of  the  tea,  of  which 
feveral  pounds  were  left  prepared  for  his  ufe 
during  the  night.  He  was  (till  in  a  profufe 
perfpiration,  and  could  fit  up  with  freedom, 
which  he  could  not  do  before,  from  fear  of 
fainting. 

Friday,  17th.  Mr.  Spence  yifited  him  about 
eight  this  morning.  He  complained  of  having 
had  a  very  bad  night,  without  deep,  and  to¬ 
wards  morning  the  condant  danger  of  faint¬ 
ing  came  on,  his  pulfe  being  about  no. 

It  mud  here  be  obferved,  that  from  the 
time  I  left  him  laft  night  (pad  eight)  to  eight 
this  morning,  he  had  taken  fix  pounds  of 
beef-tea,  in  which  was  occafionally  mouldered 
a  little  bread. 

At  his  own  defire,  about  nine,  a  cup  of 
bohea  tea  was  prepared,  with  a  piece  of  toad- 
ed  bread,  of  which  he  eat  about  an  ounce ;  but 
after  repeated  trials,  he  found  himfelf  unable 
to  let  over  a  Tingle  drop  of  the  tea  ;  as  a  tight- 
nefs  had  now  come  over  his  throat,  and  the 
opprcfiion  of  the  bread  and  domach  were 
greater  than  yederday. 

Several  attempts  were  made  this  forenoon 
to  perfuade  him  to  try  a  little  of  the  beef-tea, 

and 
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and  as  he  always  infilled  on  helping  himfelf, 
or  taking  it  with  his  own  hand,  after  a  tre¬ 
mulous  motion  of  the  upper  extremities,  he 
brought  the  fpoon  to  his  lips,  and  frightedly 
put  it  from  him,  declaring,  with  vociferous 
agitation,  he  could  not  take  it. 

Between  ten  and  eleven,  a  convulfive  mo¬ 
tion  came  on  over  the  whole  body,  when  he 
appeared  to  be  in  great  agitation,  crying  out 
to  fet  up  the  window  for  air,  for  he  was 
gone. 

Before  twelve,  I  faw  him  as  defcribed  above, 
the  pulfe  90,  fmall  and  hard.  He  was  per- 
fe£lly  fenfible  and  collected  ;  but  he  could 
not  now  endure  the  fight,  or  even  hear  the 
motion  or  barking  of  his  own  dog,  or  any 
other.  The  impreffion  of  the  air  at  times  di- 
ftrefled  him  much.  To  ufe  his  own  expref- 
fion,  thefe  went  to  his  heart  like  a  knife.  At 
other  times,  the  air  was  agreeable.  But, 
when  the  convulfive  motion  of  the  ftomach 
and  diaphragm  took  place,  then  he  would 
call  out  to  open  the  window,  hold  his  head 
over  the  bed  as  if  to  vomit,  when  he  would 

bring  up  a  mouthful  of  mucus  and  faliva, 

/ 

which  he  forcibly  fpit  out,  it  evidently  ap¬ 
pearing 
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pearing  that  the  tafle  or  fenfation  of  thefe  fe- 
cretions  was  at  that  time  very  offenfive,  and 
the  caufe  of  much  irritation  to  the  fyflem. 

As  he  perfectly  refilled  all  intreaties,  and 
our  attempts  to  give  him  any  thing  by  the 
mouth,  and  as  the  fpafmodic  and  convulfive 
affection  appeared  fo  great,  Mr.  Spence  and 
I  agreed  to  throw  up  into  the  re£tum  three 
drachms  of  laudanum,  in  four  ounces  of 
beef-tea  every  two  hours,  and  to  anoint  the 
ftomach,  brealt,  and  belly  with  the  fame. 

I  mull  here  obferve,  that  from  my  arrival 
the  fecretion  of  faliva  rapidly  increafed,  which 
he  always  forcibly  fpit  out,  not  directly  at  any 
perfon,  or  any  particular  place  or  fubltance, 
but  in  the  direction  in  which  his  head  was 
lying.  And  I  may  further  obferve,  that  he 
became  much  llartled  when  any  perfon  touch¬ 
ed  him  unawares,  which  induced  me  to  de¬ 
fire  he  would  not  be  llartled  when  I  was  about 
to  give  him  the  injection.  But  upon  touching 
the  anus  with  my  finger,  as  a  direction  for 
the  tube,  I  found  the  buttocks  and  thighs 
convulfed ;  and  when  the  liquid  was  thrown  . 
into  the  intelline,  the  agitation  and  con- 
vulfion  became  evidently  increafed. 
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Soon  after  the  introduction  of  the  lauda¬ 
num,  he  freely  made  water  in  bed  ;  at  which 
he  expreffed  himfelf  afhatned,  as  it  came  a- 
wav  involuntarily. 

At  the  expiration  of  an  hour,  he  became 
calm  and  fettled,  thanking  God  he  was  now 
eafy,  and  prayed  he  might  fo  continue,  as  he 
now  found  himfelf  a  different  perfon. 

We  now  requefted  he  would  take  a  little 
nourifhment,  which  he  begged  we  would 
not  urge,  for  fear  of  making  him  worfe. 

During  this  intermilfion  of  eafe,  I  went  up 
with  Mr.Spence  to  his  houfe.  But  we  returned 
in  an  hour,  when  we  found  the  eafe  in  which 
we  left  him  did  not  continue  above  half  an 
hour  ;  and  he  had  again  become  ftrongly  con- 
vulfed,  and  fighed  more  frequently,  with  a 
greater  fecretion  of  faiiva  and  mucus  from  the 
flomach,  which  he  fpit  out  in  mouthfuls  more 
forcibly  than  before. 

We  wifned  to  repeat  the  injection,  to  which 
he  would  by  no  means  fubmit )  neither  did 
we  think  it  practicable  to  ufe  force,  fo  ftrong- 
ly  had  he  become  convulfed.  He  defired  we 
would  not  infill ;  faid  that  he  had  done  with 
us ;  and  that  what  time  he  had  now  left,  would 

be 
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be  employed  in  making  his  interefl  with 
Chrifl. 

Mr.  Spence  fpoke  comfortably  to  him, 
to  which  he  liflened  with  great  attention, 
faying,  he  now  hoped  he  had  his  interefl  fe- 
cured.  He  called  his  family  and  friends, 
Mr.  Spence,  and  myfelf,  to  his  bed-fide,  and 
bid  all  farewell.  He  was  fenfible,  rational, 
and  diflin£t,  when  he  had  any  refpite  from 
the  convulnons ;  alternately  employed  in  ta¬ 
king  leave  of  his  friends,  and  making  peace 
with  his  Maker  ;  perfectly  refigned  to  the 
will  of  Providence. 

Soon  after  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  con- 
vulfions  became  flronger,  himfelf  infenfible 
and  outrageous,  fo  that  two  men  were  necef- 
fary  to  keep  him  down.  His  pulfe  at  the 
wrifl  became  indiflindl,  but  a  ftrong  pulia¬ 
tion  of  the  temporal  artery  was  evident ;  a 
larger  quantity  of  faliva  continued  to  be  fe- 
creted  from  thefe  glands,  and  mucus  from  the 
ftomach  ;  infomuch  that  his  conflant  employ¬ 
ment  was  fpitting  and  vomiting. 

He  continued  in  this  fituation  until  about 
half  an  hour  pad  fix,  when  he  expired,  to 
the  great  fatisfaction  of  his  friends,  and  every 

one 
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one  concerned.  I  mult  obferve,  that  he  nei¬ 
ther  offered  violence  to  himfelf,  nor  violence 
to  his  friends  and  neighbours ;  neither  did 
he  imitate  the  actions  of  a  dog  in  any  way. 

I  muff  here  alfo  obferve,  that  after  he  be¬ 
came  infenfibie  and  unmanageable,  he  at¬ 
tempted  frequently  to  fcratch  his  bread,  as  if 
itchy,  when  an  effufion  of  the  blood  immedi¬ 
ately  appeared  to  have  taken  place  in  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  by  the  part  becoming  high¬ 
ly  inflamed  ;  and  at  his  death  it  had  a  livid 
appearance. 

Nothing  uncommon  appeared  about  the 
wounds  in  the  hand  ;  thofe  parts  near  to  the 

i 

wounds  in  the  leg,  were  a  little  hard,  without 
inflammation. 

No  enlargement  about  the  throat  or  laliva- 
ry  glands  could  be  obferved  ;  no  inflamma¬ 
tion  was  evident  about  the  mouth  ;  nor  was 
there  any  enlargement  of  the  tongue. 

We  were  not  permitted  to  infped;  the  do* 
mach,  bowels,  or  thorax. 
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Hi/lories  of  Cafes  of  Petechia  fine  fehre  termi¬ 
nating  fatally.  Communicated  in  a  Letter  to 
Dr.  Duncan,  from  Dr.  William  Tatter  fall, 
Phyfician ,  Liverpool. 

FROM  the  politenefs  and  attention  with 
which  you  treated  me  when  a  iludent, 
as  well  as  from  the  general  intereft  you  take 
in  the  purfuit  of  truth,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
you  will  give  the  following  account  a  candid 
perufal ;  and  that,  if  you  think  it  worth  a 
place  in  your  very  ufeful  Commentaries,  you 
will  not  with-hold  it. 

Accounts  of  cafes,  when  faithfully  given, 
are  often  almoft  equally  ufeful,  whether  the 
treatment  has  been  fuccefsful  or  not.  To 
know  what  remedies  will  not  fucceed,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  were  probable  or  popular,  is  the 
road  to  learn  what  will  fucceed  ;  and,  from 
thefe  negative  accounts,  there  is  frequently 
Vol.  X.  Dec.  II.  T 
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more  light  thrown  upon  the  nature  of  dif- 
eafes,  than  from  the  mod  flattering  teftimo- 
ny  to  the  efficacy  of  medicines. 

The  diforder  of  which  I  am  about  to  give 
a  few  cafes,  having  been  known  only  of  late, 
and  treated  by  few  writers,  has  not  yet  ob¬ 
tained  a  fixed  appellation.  It  has  been  called 
by  different  names,  of  the  refpe&ive  proprie¬ 
ty  of  which  the  public  muff  judge.  Graaf 
has  called  it  Petechias  fine  febre.  You,  Sir, 
have  called  it  Petechianofis,  or  Aimarrhcea. 
Dr.  Adair,  joining  both  names,  has  called  it 
Ilaemorrhcea  petechialis.  I  confefs,  that  at  pre- 
fent  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  it  ought  to 
be  called  either  petechise  fine  febre,  or  pete- 
chionofis ;  for  I  have  not  found  the  haemorr¬ 
hage  either  conftant  or  confiderable. 

Of  this  diforder  I  have  feen  four  cafes. 
The  firft  was  a  woman,  of  the  name  of  Mary 
Ferris,  aged  forty-five.  She  wras  the  mother  of 
a  number  of  children  ;  if  I  recollect  right,  fix 
or  feven.  She  faid,  that  the  laft  labour  but 
one  had  been  exceedingly  long  and  painful ; 
and  that,  fince  this  time,  flie  had  been  much 
troubled  both  with  leucorrhoea  and  menorr¬ 
hagia.  She  feemed  to  be  in  poor  circum- 
2  ftances. 
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fiances,  and  to  have  lived  fparingly.  She 
had  been  delivered  about  eight  weeks  before 
I  faw  her,  without  any  particular  circumilan- 
ces  occurring  ;  but  fhe  had  not  recovered 
well ;  and  fhe  had  laboured  under  the  com¬ 
plaint  above  mentioned  for  fix  days.  She 
had  no  haemorrhage;  and  the  difcolourations 
of  the  fkin  were  rather  vibices  than  petechise. 
The  proflration  of  flrength  and  appetite  were 
confiderable,  but  not  great  ;  the  pulfe  was 
fixty-eight ;  and  fhe  had  no  febrile  fymp- 
toms.  Under  the  direction  of  the  apotheca¬ 
ry  of  the  Difpenfary,  fine  was  taking,  every 
fecond  hour,  a  wine-glafs  full  of  a  mixture 
which  we  call  Miflura  Peruviana  Vinofa.  This 
is  merely  equal  parts  of  decodlion  of  Peru¬ 
vian  bark,  and  domeflic  or  raifm  wine.  She 
was  aifo  taking  a  grain  of  opium  every  night. 
I  changed  the  mixture,  and  fubflituted  the 
deco&ion  of  bark,  acidulated  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  two  drachms  of  the  diluted  acid  of 
vitriol  to  eight  ounces  of  the  decodlion,  tp  be 
taken  at  the  fame  diftance  of  time,  and  in  the 
fame  quantity ;  but  directed,  that  in  the  in¬ 
tervals  there  fhould  be  taken  as  much  red 
Port.  I  directed  that  the  opium  fhould  be 
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continued,  and  ordered  mild  laxatives  occa- 
fionally.  The  diforder  had  not  yielded  to 
the  remedies  of  the  apothecary  ;  nor  did  it 
yield  to  mine.  I  next  employed  the  Peruvian 
bark  in  fubitance,  and  in  greater  quantities. 
I  alfo  increafed  the  dofe  of  the  other  reme¬ 
dies,  but  without  any  benefit.  This  cafe  oc¬ 
curred  during  the  firft  part  of  fummer.  The 

/ 

patient  exprefied  a  defire  to  have  falad,  if  I 
thought  it  proper.  I  neither  had  given,  nor 
was  able  to  give,  any  remedy  that  was  of 
fervice  ;  and  I  did  not  think  it  right  to  refufe 
her.  She  thought  (he  found  confiderable  be¬ 
nefit  from  the  falad,  of  which  I  underftood 
file  took  a  large  quantity.  It  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  effect  a  cure,  for  file  died  in  three  or 
four  days  after  fhe  began  to  take  it. 

The  next  cafe  was  much  more  fingular.  A 
family  in  the  Work-houfe,  of  the  name  of 
Clarke,  had  the  itch.  The  mother  of  the 
children  was  extremely  clamorous  and  im¬ 
pertinent  ;  file  was  continually  afking  for 
wine,  and  other  nourifiiment,  merely  becaufe 
the  children  had  the  itch.  I  underftood  that 
fhe  bore  a  very  bad  character  in  the  build¬ 
ings,  and  accordingly  they  difregarded  her. 
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In  a  few  weeks  after  this,  flie  appeared  with 
one  of  the  children,  a  boy  of  about  four  years 
old,  with  a  few  diftinfr  purple  eruptions  upon 
his  body ;  he  had  a  good  appetite  and  good 
fpirits,  and  played  with  other  children  in  the 
court ;  his  pulfe  was  natural.  I  fuppofed 
this  appearance  might  be  fome  remainder  of 
the  itch,  or  fome  effeft  of  heat  or  dirt,  and 
took  no  farther  notice  of  it.  In  about  a  week, 
the  mother  brought  him  again,  and  he  had 
near  four  times  the  number  of  eruptions ; 
and  they  were  of  a  darker  colour.  He  was 
languid,  but  he  continued  to  walk  out,  and 
had  a  tolerable  appetite.  I  then  allowed  him 
milk  diet,  and  a  little  vinum  domefticum, 
thinking  his  mother  would  be  more  likely  to 
give  this  than  medicine.  I  dire&ed  him  to 
be  kept  as  much  as  poflible  in  frelh  air,  but 
•not  to  walk  much.  He  remained  much  the 
fame  for  fome  weeks.  I  wifhed  to  have  or¬ 
dered  medicine,  but  defpaired  of  the  mother 
giving  it  to  him.  I,  however,  ventured  to 
order  an  acidulated  decoction  of  bark,  and 
dire&ed  it  to  be  made  as  pleafant  as  poflible 
with  fyrup,  in  hopes  that  he  might  be  indu¬ 
ced  to  take  it.  The  mother  faid  that  fhe  gave 
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it,  but  the  clerk  found  a  bottle  full  in  her 

m.9 

houfe  ;  and  it  was  generally  fuppofed  that  fhe 
did  not  give  any  of  it.  I  then  defired  the 
clerk  to  fee  an  anodyne  draught  given  at 
night,  which  I  believe  he  did  for  feveral 
nights.  The  fpots  afterwards  became  ex¬ 
tremely  numerous  and  vivid.  The  flrength 
and  appetite  were  gone,  but  the  pulfe  w^as 
not  quick  \  and  there  was  no  preternatural 
heat.  There  was  never  any  haemorrhage, 
I  now  ordered  bark  in  fubftance,  and  the 
pulvis  flypticus  ;  but  I  believe  they  were 
never  given,  unlefs  when  the  clerk,  or  fome 
neighbour,  faw  now  and  then  a  dofe  given. 
I  mentioned  the  cafe  to  two  of  our  phyficians, 
whom  I  happened  to  meet,  and  offered  to 
fhew  it  to  them.  They  agreed  to.  go  with  me 
next  morning,  which  they  did.  But  when 
we  came,  we  found,  to  our  furprife,  and  to 
fome  degree  of  temporary  confufion  in  my- 
felf,  that  fever  had  fupervened.  The  pulfe 
was  fo  quick,  that  it  could  not  be  very  accu¬ 
rately  counted  ;  I  think  it  was  near  160.  The 
child  died  in  the  evening. 

Some  months  after  my  time  of  attendance  at 
the  Work- houfe  had  expired,  Dr.  McCartney 
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was  attending ;  and  he  told  me  that  another 
child  of  the  fame  family  was  labouring  under 
the  fame  diforder,  and  took  me  to  fee  him. 
What  his  treatment  was,  I  do  not  particular¬ 
ly  remember ;  but  I  dare  fay  it  was  very  pro- 
per^  according  to  what  is  generally  fuppofed 
of  this  difeafe  ;  but  he  told  me  that  the  mo¬ 
ther  did  not  do  juflice  to  the  child,  and  that 
he  fufpected  the  medicines  were  not  given. 
This  child  died  a  few  davs  afterwards.  The 

j 

parents  were  fmall  hardy-looking  Welch 
people,  and  had  no  appearance  of  fcrophula. 
They  would  take  care  that  neither  they  nor 
their  children  were  ftarved,  while  they  were 
kept  by  the  public. 

The  fourth  cafe  was  Thomas  Freeman,  aged 
fixty-two.  He  had  lived  in  part  of  a  houfe 
as  a  lodger,  and  generally  dreffed  his  own 
provifions.  He  appeared  to  have  a  dread  of 
poverty,  and  to  have  lived  very  fparingly.  For 
to  me  days  before  I  faw  him,  he  had  laboured 
under  confiderable  weaknefs,  attended  with 
cpilfaxis,  and  large  difcolourations  of  the 
Ikin,  which  were  a  kind  of  vibices  j  but  a- 
mongft  them,  there  were  many  fmall  bright 
petechia? )  the  pulfe  was  natural  j  the  appe- 

T  4  'tite 


Dec.IL 


296  MEDICAL 

tite  tolerable.  He  could  walk  a  little  out  to 
fee  his  neighbours,  and  was  rather  unwilling 
to  be  confined  ;  but  was  very  tradable.  I  or¬ 
dered  vitriolic  acid,  bark,  and  wine,  which 
I  believe  he  took  very  regularly,  but  without 
any  benefit.  I  then  ordered  him  to  cake  as 
many  oranges  as  he  conveniently  could,  and 
to  continue  the  wine.  The  vibices  decrea- 
fed,  but  the  petechias  increafed  very  fail.  He 
feemed,  however,  to  be  more  cheerful,  but 
did  not  gain  any  ffrength.  In  three  days 
after,  he  began  to  live  almofl  entirely  upon 
oranges,  to  which  he  added  a  little  gruel. 
He  was  removed  to  the  houfe  of  a  daughter, 
in  a  diftant  part  of  the  town,  and  walked  to 
and  from  the  hackney-coach.  After  this  he 
was  unable  to  rife  from  his  bed,  grew  worfe 
very  rapidly,  and  died  in  about  two  days. 

From  this  account  of  an  almoft  total  want 
of  fuccefs,  and  from  the  other  cafes  which 
are  published,  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  we 
do  not  yet  comprehend  either  the  nature  or 
the  cure  of  this  difeafe.  It  has  certainly  a 
confiderable  refemblance  to  fcurvy,  and  ap¬ 
pears  to  yield  the  molt  to  fimilar  remedies  ; 
but  where  fcurvy  affects  the  patients  no  more 
2  than 
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than  this  diforder  does  at  firll:,  it  yields  to  the 
remedies  with  much  greater  certainty  and  ra¬ 
pidity. 

In  the  next  cafe  that  occurs,  I  will  try  the 
carbonic  acid,  ripe  fruits,  and  brifk  fer¬ 
mented  malt-liquors. 
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Hi/lory  of  a  Cafe  of  Polypus  in  the  Vagina  fuc - 
cefsfully  treated .  By  Dr.  William  Pater- 
fon,  Phyfician ,  Londonderry. 

IN  July  1 773^  being  defired  by  an  old  phy¬ 
fician,  who  did  not  pra&ife  midwifery,  to 
examine  the  fituation  of  a  printer’s  wife,  a- 
ged  forty-five  years,  I  found  a  very  large  tu¬ 
mour,  fufpended  by  two  ccnfiderable  cords, 
hanging  entirely  on  the  outfide  of  the  labia 
pudenda.  Of  the  patient’s  preceding  con¬ 
dition,  I  received  the  following  account. 

For  four  years  pall  fhe  had  been  fubjedl  to 
fluor  albus,  and  uterine  haemorrhage  ;  the 
latter  of  which,  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago, 
proceeded  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  was 
attended  with  the  expulfion  of  a  membranous 
bag,  fuppofed  to  be  the  fubftance  of  an  early 
abortion.  Soon  after  this  event,  fhe  was 
feized  with  a  retention  of  urine,  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  great  diftenfion  of  the  bladder,  and 
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was  accompanied  with  a  very  painful  weight 
in  the  inferior  part  of  the  pubes. 

To  obtain  more  fati^sfa&ory  information, 
and  thence  devife  the  bed  meafures  for  re¬ 
lief,  the  doctor  now  ordered  a  midwife  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  hand  into  the  vagina;  whereby 
was  difcovered  an  extraordinary  lump,  which 
being  pufhed  up,  the  patient  had  a  plentiful 
difcharge  of  urine. 

The  leucorrhcea  and  menorrhagia,  in  turns, 
continued  until  the  day  before  I  faw  the  poor 
fufferer,  when  fha  was  feized  with  pains  like 
labour  pains,  which  in  a  fhort  time,  but  by 
degrees,  protruded  the  tumour  in  the  date  in 
which  I  found  it.  When  entirely  expelled,  it 
refembled  a  prodigious  flefhy  mafs,  in  gene¬ 
ral  of  a  red  inflamed  colour,  except  the  lower 
end,  which  had  a  livid  hue.  Strong  preflure 
with  a  finger,  and  free  incifions  with  a  fcalpel, 
did  not  excite  any  pain  in  the  tumour ;  nor 
was  it  in  any  ways  troublefome,  unlefs  by 
its  great  weight  and  magnitude. 

Ligatures  being  palled  round  the  two 
derns^  from  which  the  tumour  hung,  (and 
which  were  about  one  inch  in  diameter),  it 
was  fevered  as  high  up  as  poflible,  but  not 
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without  the  patient  exprefling  pain  from  the 
firft  touch  of  the  knife.  The  fliape  of  the  ex¬ 
tirpated  mafs  refembled  that  of  a  pear,  and 
meafured  twelve  inches  in  length,  and  fifteen 
inches  in  circumference.  Upon  cutting  into 
its  fubflance,  it  was  found  very  much  confo- 
lidated  ;  an  irregular  fibrous  texture  could 
be  traced  in  many  parts ;  and  fo  fmooth  were 
the  fections  made  by  the  knife,  that  they  ex¬ 
hibited  the  appearance  of  the  internal  cavity 
in  the  gizzard  of  a  fowl ;  efpecially  in  the 
centre,  where  fuch  a  fpace  was  pretty  evi¬ 
dently  formed. 

That  part  of  one  of  the  ffems,  which  was 
below  the  ligature,  dropped  off  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days  ;  after  the  interval  of  a  few 
more  days,  the  other  did  fo  likewife  ;  and 
both  occurrences  were  accompanied  with  a 
general  uneafinefs,  which  was  followed  by  a 
famous  difcharge  from  the  vagina,  but  of  no 
long  duration,  nor  in  any  great  quantity. 

Light  animal  food,  wine,  and  occafional 
opiates,  were  the  principal  means  ufed  du¬ 
ring  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  until  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  fo  far  refiored,  as  to  be  able  to  walk 
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about,  which  fhe  could  do  pretty  well,  in  lefs 

than  five  months. 

/ 

For  fome  years  afterwards  fhe  was  weakly, 
and  was  fubjeft  to  uterine  haemorrhage,  and 
partial  defcents  of  the  vagina  5  but  is  at  pre- 
fent  (1795)  in  as  good  health  as  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  in  a  perfon  of  her  age,  and  is  lefs  de¬ 
bilitated  than  fhe  was  twenty-five  years  ago, 
when  the  caufes  of  the  polypus  feem  to 
have  commenced  their  operation. 
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A  Cafe  of  the  fuccefsful  treatment  of  Locked  Jaw , 
Opifthotonos ,  fc.  occafioned  by  a  wound  of 
the  fore-arm ,  communicated  to  Dr,  Duncan 
by  Dr,  John  Mackie,  Phyfician ,  Southamp¬ 
ton, 

OF  late  the  minds  of  medical  praclition- 
ers  feem  to  be  divided  on  the  fubjedt  of 
the  treatment  of  tetanus.  The  ufe  of  opium 
and  the  warm  bath,  particularly  in  that  fpe- 
cies  of  the  difeafe  arifing  from  wounds,  has 
been  long  ago  found  of  fpecific  efficacy  by 
phyficians  of  reputation  and  authority  ;  and 
my  own  experience  has  more  recently  afford¬ 
ed  me  the  mod  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  fame  remedies  in  this  diforder. 
Yet  from  fome  cafes  lately  publifhed,  I  am 
forry  to  fee  fomething  like  a  want  of  fufficient 
confidence  in  that  praftice;  to  fee  it  too  light¬ 
ly  relinquifhed  by  men  otherwife  ingenious, 
but  perhaps  impatient ;  and  the  bark,  wine, 
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and  the  cold'bath  fubftituted  with  much  Iefs 

Jr 

decided  effect. 

Idiopathic  tetanus,  properly  fo  called,  I 
fancy,  is  feldom  to  be  met  with  in  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  at  leaft,  in  a  long  practice,  I  have  never 
known  an  inftance  of  the  genuine  locked  jaw, 
opifthotonos,  and  ether  fymptoms  fimilar  to 
thofe  accompanying  wounds,  to  arife  from 
any  other  caufe.  ’Tis  true,  I  have  occafion- 
ally  feen  fpafmodic  affedlions  of  the  face,  dif¬ 
ficult  deglutition,  rigidity,  torpor,  and  con- 
vulfions  of  the  other  mufcles  of  the  body, 
without  wounds,  but  evidently  belonging  to 
the  common  clafs  of  fpafmodic  and  convulfive 
diforders ;  and  being  connected  with  a  weak 
and  irritable  fibre,  with  hyfteria,  paralyfis,  epi- 
lepfia,  &c.  they  may  have  fometimes  found  a 
remedy  in  the  ufe  of  tonics  and  the  cold  bath. 
But  the  tetanus  occafioned  by  wounds,  punc¬ 
tures,  or  lacerations  of  mufcular  or  tendinous 
parts,  appears  to  me  a  difeafe  altogether  fui 
generis ,  being  flrongly  and  diftindtly  marked 
by  the  following  fymptoms,  viz.  a  rigid 

j 

and  long  continued  immovable  flate  of  the 
different  mufcles  belonging  to  the  jaw  and 
neck  ;  a  retra&ion  of  the  mouth  or  fpafmus 
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cynicus  ;  a  fingularly  acute  pain  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  fternum  ;  a  recurvation  of  the 
fpine  ;  a  perfevering  ftiffnefs  and  contraction 
of  the  dorfal,  lateral,  and  abdominal  mufcles, 
extending  to  the  lower  extremities,  and  per¬ 
haps  more  or  lefs  to  every  raufcle  of  the  bo¬ 
dy  ;  and  particularly,  by  this  (late  of  fpafm 
approaching  gradually,  with  little  or  no  al¬ 
teration,  as  in  other  fpafmodic  affeCHons,  re¬ 
maining  much  longer  in  a  fixed  ftate,  and 
never  relaxing  entirely  till  the  end  of  the  dif- 
order.  In  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  I  have 
met  with  two  cafes  of  the  difeafe,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  moft  or  all  of  the  above  fymptoms, 
both  of  which  yielded  to  the  ufe  of  opium 
and  the  warm  bath.  I  tranfinit  to  you  the 
moft  fevere  and  moft  remarkable  one ;  which, 
as  it  proves  to  my  mind  the  complete  fuccefs 
of  the  remedies  under  the  moft  defperate  ap¬ 
pearances,  and  alfo  coincides  with  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  fome  of  the  moft  refpeCtable  men 
in  the  profeflion.  I  hope  its  publication  may 
give  courage  to  thofe  who  meet  with  the  dif¬ 
eafe  for  the  fir  ft  time,  to  adminifter  the  opium 
freely,  and  fatisfy  the  minds  of  others  as 
much  as  I  am  fatisfied  myfelf,  that  we  may 
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truft  as  fully  to  opium  and  the  warm  bath 
in  tetanus  from  wounds,  as  to  mercury  in 
lues,  or  to  the  Peruvian  bark  in  intermittent 
fevers. 

Edward  Saunders,  a  boy  fifteen  years 
old,  of  a  healthy  habit  of  body,  walking  by 
the  fide  of  a  plough  at  work  in  the  field 
(March  8th),  was  fuddenly  thrown  down,  by 
the  horfes  taking  fright,  and  dragged  along 
with  the  plough  upwards  of  a  furlong  before 
they  could  be  (lopped.  On  taking  him  up, 
the  ploughfhare  was  found  fo  clofely  wedged 
between  the  bones  of  his  left  fore-arm,  that 
it  required  fotne  force  to  feparate  them  :  but, 
except  fome  (light  excoriations,  there  was  no 
other  mark  of  violence  on  any  other  part  of 
his  body.  A  handkerchief  was  wrapped  about 
the  wounded  arm,  and  the  boy  carried  home 
in  a  cart.  On  examining  the  wound,  the 
furgeon  found  it  extended  about  four  inches 
in  length  from  the  lower  and  back  part  of 
the  wrifi,  where  the  metacarpal  bones  join 
thofe  of  the  carpus,  to  about  three  inches 
above  the  lower  extremities  of  the  bones  of 
of  the  fore-arm.  The  teguments  and  tendons 
Vol.  X.  Dec.  II.  U 
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were  much  lacerated,  two  of  the  carpal  bones 
laid  bare,  the  ulna  expofed  about  two  inches, 
and  fractured  at  the  lower  neck,  and  the  mem¬ 
branous  ligament,  connecting  the  radius  and 
ulna,  was  torn  as  high  as  the  wound  went. 
The  radius  continued  covered  with  the  com- 

,Vil  V  / 

mon  integuments  on  the  infide  ;  the  radial  ar¬ 
tery  efcaped  fafe,  and  there  was  but  a  mo¬ 
derate  hoemorrhage  from  the  wound.  After 
cleanfing  it  from  the  dirt  which  had  been  for¬ 
ced  in  by  the  plough,  it  was  properly  drefied, 
and  the  arm  laid  in  an  eafy  twelve-tailed  ban¬ 
dage. 

9th.  The  patient  had  a  refllefs  night ;  his 
arm  in  pain  till  midnight,  but  fince  eafy.  It 
had  bled  a  little,  and  there  was  much  ferous 
tranfudation.  He  was  feverifh,  and  was  or¬ 
dered  to  drink  freely  of  faline  mixture  and 
barley-water. 

10th.  Fever  abated.  Had  fome  deep  in 
the  night.  The  arm  continues  eafy,  though 
a  good  deal  fwelled  above  and  below  the  ban¬ 
dage,  which  wras  taken  off,  and  a  poultice  ap¬ 
plied. 

1 2th.  Has  had  two  good  nights,  and  very 
little  fever.  The  tenfion  and  fwelling  leffen- 
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ed.  On  removing  the  dreflings  to-day,  there 
was  a  large  difcharge  of  well-digefted  pus. 
The  wound  looked  clean  ;  the  edges  a  little 
inflamed.  The  fractured  parts  of  the  ulna 
white,  and  in  exa&  appofidon  ;  fomented, 
and  dreflfed  with  dry  lint. 

14th.  Fever  quite  gone.  Appetite  return¬ 
ed.  Tenfion  about  the  wound  inconfiderable. 

*1"  ' 

A  copious  difcharge  of  good  matter.  Granu¬ 
lations  appear ;  edges  white,  and  difpofed  to 
heal.  In  confederation  of  the  difcharge,  he 
now  took  half  a  drachm  of  the  bark  three 
times  a- day. 

20th.  Continued  well  in  health  and  fpirits. 
Walked  about  in  the  day-time  with  his  arm 
in  a  fling.  The  wound  had  every  day  the 
wilhed-for  appearance.  The  bones  were  co¬ 
vered  with  good  granulations  ;  the  difcharge 
grew  daily  lefs  and  thicker ;  and  to-day  the 
wound  was  a&ually  diminifhed  one  half  of  its 
original  fize. 

2 1  ft.  This  morning  the  fcene  was  greatly 
changed,  without  being  able  to  aflign  any 
other  caufe  for  it,  than  that  he  had  an  uneafy 
dream  in  the  early  part  of  the  night ;  in 
which,  he  thinks,  he  moved  his  arm  fudden- 
ly ;  fince  which  he  had  been  reftlefs,  and 
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complained  of  frequent  ftartings  in  his  arm  ; 
and  of  ftiffnefs  and  pain  about  his  throat, 
when  he  attempted  to  fwallow.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  wound  was  much  altered ;  the 
discharge  had  penetrated  through  the  bandage; 
and  on  taking  off  the  drefiings,  appeared  thin, 
crude,  and  oily.  The  granulations,  which 
before  had  been  folid,  bright,  and  pointed, 
were  in  one  night  become  turgid,  pale,  and 
fmooth  ;  and  the  edges  put  on  a  red  flaccid 
appearance.  I  was  called  in  on  the  afternoon 
of  this  day,  and  found  the  fymptoms  as  above 
reprefented.  The  boy  looked  as  if  he  had 
been  crying.  He  could  not  feparate  his  fore¬ 
teeth  wide  enough  to  admit  the  end  of  my 
finger.  His  lower  jaw  was  fluff,  and  drawn 
backwards  ;  and  the  maffeter,  the  maftoid, 
and  other  mufcles  of  his  jaw  and  neck,  felt 
quite  rigid  and  diftind.  I  did  not  hefitate 
to  confider  the  cafe  as  an  approaching  lock- 
ed-jaw,  and  a  proper  one  for  the  trial  of  the 
opium.  I  therefore  prefcribed  tinch  opii. 
Pharm.  Lohd.  gt.  xv.  ex  cochl.  larg-  ij.  mif- 
turse  camphoratse,  tertia  quaque  bora  ;  and 
the  neck  and  jaws  to  be  rubbed  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  :  R.  Liniment,  am  monies  uncias  du- 
as,  tind.  opii  undam  unam.  And  as  he  al¬ 
ways 
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ways  feemed  to  receive  a  temporary  relief 
from  this  embrocation,  it  was  ufed  night  and 
morning  through  a  great  part  of  the  difeafe. 
The  arm  was  fomented  in  the  evening. 

2 2d.  Has  had  a  reftlefs  night,  though  fince 
yefterday  evening,  he  has  taken  ninety  drops 
of  the  tin&ura  opii.  His  jaw  is  differ,  and 
more  immovable.  His  face  much  wrinkled, 
and  the  mufcles  of  his  neck  as  hard  as  ropes. 
Pulfe  fmall  and  quick.  Sweated  much  about 
the  face  and  neck ;  and  had  fome  difficulty 
in  making  water.  Spafms  in  the  arm  conti¬ 
nue.  The  external  appearance  of  the  wound 
much  as  yefterday,  rather  more  turgid,  fpongy, 
and  gloffy.  The  fibres  feemed  drawn  together 
at  one  place,  where  the  difcharge  iffued,  which 
to-day  was  copious,  thin,  and  foetid  ;  and  they 
fuffered  that  fort  of  motion  we  may  obferve 
in  the  cellular  membrane  of  fome  new-killed 
animals.  On  introducing  the  probe,  after  a 
turn  or  two,  it  paffed  down  to  the  bone,  which 
was  felt  bare  and  fcabrous  along  the  whole  of 
the  lower  end  of  the  ulna  ;  and  the  hand  be¬ 
low  the  wound  had  a  cadaverous  look.  Am¬ 
putation  was  now  deemed  neceffary  to  add  to 
the  patient’s  chance  of  living,  and  was  de- 
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termined  on  for  the  next  day,  if  no  amelio¬ 
ration  of  the  fymptoms  appeared.  In  the 
mean  lime,  warm  fomentations  were  ordered 
to  be  affiduoufly  repeated  ;  and  the  dofe  of 
tindure  of  opium  to  be  increafed  to  twenty- 
five  drops,  in  the  fame  vehicle,  every  three 
hours,  through  the  next  twenty-four. 

23d.  Has  taken  175  drops  of  the  tindure 
fince  my  laft  vifit.  His  night  but  indifferent ; 
much  ftarting,  and  no  continued  fieep.  The 
tightnefs  and  rigidity  about  the  jaw  and  neck 
the  fame.  He  could  with  difficulty  admit  the 
fpout  of  a  tea  pot  betwixt  his  teeth.  Com¬ 
plained  of  ftiffnefs  about  his  belly  and  fides, 
and  of  pain  in  turning  hirrifelf.  The  convul- 
five  motions  of  the  arm  continue  ;  and  the 
appearance  of  the  wound  is  in  every  refped 
the  fame  as  yefterday  ;  viz.  altogether  the 
reverfe  of  the  healing  procefs.  The  furgeon 
met  me  by  appointment.  Every  reafon  feem- 

ed  to  prefs  the  amputation  of  the  fore -arm. 

\  _  _ 

It  was  accordingly  very  well  taken  off  to-day, 
at  about  four  inches  below  the  elbow  ;  and 
the  boy  bore  the  operation  unexpededly  well. 
I  preferibed  the  tindure  to  be  continued  in 
in  the  fame  dofe  as  yefterday,  and  added  a 
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pill  of  three  grains  of  folid  opium  at  bed¬ 
time.  Whilft  he  could  not  fwallow  folids, 
or  mafticate  them,  his  diet,  now  and  after¬ 
wards,  was  chiefly  panada,  milk-porridge, 
gruel,  and  broth  ;  his  drink,  barley-water, 
and  fometimes  wine-whey. 

24th.  Palled  a  tolerable  night,  though  ge¬ 
nerally  awake.  Had  frequent  ftartings  of  the 
flump-arm.  The  contraction  of  the  jaw,  and 
ftiflhefs  of  the  abdominal  mufcles  as  before. 
Was  thirfty,  but  not  hot.  Ordered  a  pill  of 
one  grain  of  opium  to  be  taken  with  the 
twenty-five  drops  of  tincture,  every  three 
hours,  in  a  dole  of  faline  mixture. 

25th.  Had  fome  fiiort  lleeps  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  The  jaw  remains  in  the  fame  fixed 
flate.  The  fpafms  of  the  arm  continue,  and 
alternate  with  a  pain  under  the  flernum  ; 
which  is  fometimes  fo  acute  as  to  make  him 
cry  out.  Pulfe  ltd!  fmall  and  quick,  and  the 
face,  neck,  and  breaft  covered  with  a  thick 
miliary  eruption,  and  a  profufe  dropping 
fweat.  Thefe  fymptoms  continued  more  or 
lels  to  the  end  of  the  diforder.  He  has  had 
no  ftool  fince  the  21ft,  and  made  no  water 
fince  the  22d;  yet  there  is  no  fulnefs  about 
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the  region  of  the  bladder,  the  abdomen  being 

**  1 

uncommonly  hard  and  flat.  Ordered  a  laxa¬ 
tive  clyfter  to  be  thrown  up  ;  and  the  belly 
to  be  well  fomented  with  ftupes  wrung  out 
of  hot  water,  and  applied  from  the  fternum 
to  the  pubes.  Increafed  his  opiate  to  two 
grains  of  opium,  and  to  thirty-five  drops  of 
the  tin&ure  every  two  hours,  in  a  dofe  of 
a  neutral  mixture  made  with  the  kali  aceta- 
tum. 

26th.  Has  dofed  a  good  deal,  yet  is  always 
fenfible  on  being  roufed  ;  and  has  not  to¬ 
night  complained  of  fo  much  pain.  The  jaw; 
is  a  little  more  open,  though  the  rigidity  of 
the  mufcles  of  the  neck  continues  the  fame. 
The  clyfter  returned  by  itfeif ;  and  he  made 
about  a  fpoonfui  of  very  thick  water  in  the 
night  with  much  difficulty.  The  ftump  was 
dr e fled  to-day  ;  had  a  large  thin  difcharge ; 
looked  foul ;  and  was  feveral  times  involun¬ 
tarily  drawn  towards  his  fide  while  dreffing. 
I  prefcribed  the  opiate  to  be  continued  in  the 
fame  dofe  and  manner  as  yefterday. 

27th.  Had  an  indifferent  night.  Complain¬ 
ed  at  times  of  Ihooting  pains  at  the  bottom  of 
the  fternum,  and  of  more  fpafms  in  the  ftump. 
2  The 
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The  jaw  was  more  ftiff,  and  clofer.  The 
cheeks  were  fo  much  retraded  to-day  as  to 
expofe  almoft  all  his  teeth  ;  and  the  rigidity 
feemed  every  where  to  increafe  rather  than 
diminifh.  Though  he  generally  took  his  me¬ 
dicines  willingly,  he  had  fo  much  difficulty  in 
fwallowing  the  little  pill,  and  even  in  getting 
it  within  his  teeth,  that  he  begged  to  have  it 
changed  for  fome  other  form  ;  and  alfo  that 
his  mixture  might  be  lefs  naufeous.  I  there¬ 
fore  ordered  two  grains  of  powdered  opium, 
mixed  in  a  little  currant-jelly,  every  two 
hours ;  and  a  pleafant  julep,  containing  fix 
drachms  of  the  tindure  by  meafure,  to  be 
confumed  in  the  next  twenty -four  hours. 

28th.  Has  had  a  dofing  night,  but  was  al¬ 
ways  willing  to  be  roufed  to  take  his  opiate 
and  thin  nourifhment ;  pulfe  fmall,  and  no 
in  a  minute  ;  no  great  heat  or  third  ;  ge¬ 
neral  fymptoms  the  fame  as  yeflerday  ;  rigi¬ 
dity  feemingly  permanent,  and  extending  to 
more  mufcles ;  ordered  the  opiates  to  be 
perfevered  in  through  the  next  twenty-four 
hours,  as  through  the  lad. 

29th.  He  has  taken  his  medicines  pundu- 
^lly  j  and  the  opium  feems  to  have  the  effed 
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of  keeping  him  a-dofing,  and  tolerably  tran¬ 
quil  ftate  (a  happy  effect  enough),  but  no¬ 
thing  farther  ;  the  other  fymtoms  at  a  hand ; 
if  any  change,  rather  on  the  wrong  fide  ;  the 
jaw  as  much  locked  as  ever  ;  the  rigidity  of 
the  neck,  thorax,  and  abdomen,  undiminifh- 
ed  ;  and  to-night  feems  infidioufly  to  have  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  mufcles  of  the  inferior  extre¬ 
mities,  which  are  ftiff  and  unpliable  ;  the 
flump  has  ftill  a  dufky  look,  with  a  thin  icho¬ 
rous  difcharge  ;  and  the  difury  and  coftive- 
nefs  continue,  notwithflanding  the  ufe  of  re¬ 
peated  fomentations  and  clyfters. 

My  patient  having,  during  the  lafb  forty- 
eight  hours,  .taken  forty-fix  grains  of  opium, 
and  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  tindture,  with¬ 
out  getting  any  ground,  I  confefs,  I  began  to 
have  my  doubts  of  the  fpecific  power  of  my 
remedy.  ,  I  was  afraid  to  increafe  the  dofe, 
and  refolved  to  put  its  utility  to  the  tell,  by 
diminilhing  it  exadtly  one  half  through  the 
next  twenty-four  hours. 

30th.  I  had  this  morning  reafon  to  re¬ 
pent  of  my  yefterday’s  determination.  His 
attendants  told  me,  cc  that  he  became  uneafy 
44  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  had 
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“  more  fpafms  in  his  arm,  and  more  pain  in 
“  the  epigaftric  region  ;  that  he  had  had  a 
<c  terrible  night,  without  any  fleep  ;  and  that 
cc  they  thought  he  never  would  have  feen  the 
“  morning  ;  that  he  was  almoft  conftantly 
■“  agitated  with  alternate  convulfions  and 
“  tremblings  of  his  whole  body ;  that  the 
“  firfl  were  often  fo  violent,  that  he  would 
“  have  been  pufhed  oft'  the  bed,  towards  the 
<c  fide  or  foot,  if  they  had  not  watched  him, 
“  and  oppofed  his  falling  out ;  that  he  ge- 
“  nerally  fcreamed  out  like  a  perfon  in  tor- 
“  ture,  before  the  fpafms  came,  and  com- 
“  plained  of  pain  darting  through  his  body, 
tc  and  wTas  fcarcely  fenfible  any  part  of  the 
<c  night.”  His  jaws  were  now  fo  faff  clench¬ 
ed,  that  they  would  not  admit  the  edge  of  a 
tea-fpoon  ;  and  his  cheeks  were  drawn  to¬ 
wards  his  ears  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  give  him 
an  ugly  grin.  The  rigidity  had  now  feized 
his  whole  body,  which,  from  his  neck  to  his 
heel,  was  perfedly  inflexible  ;  his  head  was 

*  v  f 

retraded,  his  fpine  recurvated,  or  bent  in¬ 
wards,  and  his  body  upwards,  fo  as  to  form 
•  an  arch  with  the  bed,  in  which  a  pillow  might 
be  placed  ;  and,  on  attempting  to  raife  his 
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head,  his  whole  body  lifted  to  his  heels,  as  if 
it  had  been  one  long  bone  without  a  joint ; 
he  had  fome  painful  fpafms  while  I  was  with 
him,  looked  wild,  feemed  to  lie  in  an'  odd 
pofture,  and  anfwered  incoherently  the  quef- 
tions  I  put  to  him  ;  his  pulfe  was  quick,  con¬ 
tracted,  and  intermitting,  and  he  was  co¬ 
vered  with  a  profufe  cold  fweat. 

I  now  almoft  confidered  it  as  a  loft  cafe.  It 
appeared,  if  there  were  any  hopes,  they  muft 
reft  on  the  opium,  which  evidently  influenced 
the  difeafe  ;  yet  the  difeafe  feemed  too  invete¬ 
rate,  and  the  body  too  exhaufted,  to  expeCt 
much  from  any  remedy.  I  determined,  how¬ 
ever,  to  puffi  it  vigoroufly,  as  a  laft  refource. 
My  only  fear  now  was,  that  I  might  not  get 
him  to  fwallow  enough  ;  for  he  was  not  able 
to  take  even  liquids  but  in  fmall  quantity, 
being  obliged  to  fuck  them  through  his  teeth* 
and  having  more  than  ever  a  difficult  deglu¬ 
tition.  I  direCled  two  tea-fpoonfuls,  hold¬ 
ing  together  full  1 50  drops,  of  the  tinCture 
of  opium  to  be  given,  mixed  in  a  little 
wine,  every  two  hours,  till  my  next  vifit ; 
and  adminiftered  the  firft  dofe  myfelf  before 
I  left  him. 
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31ft.  Having  given  orders  that  the  tinCture 
fhould  be  adminiftered  as  punctually  as  pof- 
fible,  I  found  that  during  the  laft  twenty- 
three  hours  he  had  taken  two  ounces  and  an 
half,  all  to  about  half  a  tea*fpoonful.  Had 
I  found  him  after  this  dead,  I  own  I  fhould 
have  been  at  a  lofs,  whether  to  have  attribu¬ 
ted  his  death  to  the  difeafe  or  to  the  remedy. 
I  only  thought  myfelf  juftified  by  the  obfer- 
vation  of  Celfus  :  “  Melius  eft,  anceps  auxi- 
€C  Hum  experiri,  quam  nullum  for  I  cer¬ 
tainly  had  never  feen  fo  much  opium  given 
in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  and  to  fo  young  a 
patient,  in  any  difeafe  whatever. 

To  my  no  final  1  furprife,  however,  the  an- 
fwer  to  my  firft  inquiry  this  morning  was, 
“  that  they  thought  him  better ;  that  he  had 
“  been  in  a  doling  date  all  night,  and  been 
cc  more  free  from  pain,  fpafms,  and  trem- 
6C  Mings.”  He  was  now  dofing  ;  yet  on  be¬ 
ing  roufed  he  feemed  in  his  fenfes,  though  he 
fell  afleep  while  he  was  fpeaking.  His  jaws 
were  evidently  more  feparate  \  but  he  had 
ftill  much  labour  in  fwallowing  the  thinned: 
liquids  ;  the  fpine  and  whole  body  equally 
ftiff  and  rigid  as  yefterday  $  the  difcharge 
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from  the  flump  uncommonly  offenfive ;  no 
flool  or  urine  could  be  procured  ;  a  clyfler 
had  been  attempted,  but  the  pipe  was  with 
difficulty  forced  into  the  rectum,  and  very 
little  of  the  clyfler  went  up.  I  ordered  him 
to  be  put  into  a  long  bathing-tub  filled  with 
warm  water,  and  to  remain  in  it  for  about  fif¬ 
teen  minutes,  and  his  body  to  be  well  rubbed 
while  in  the  bath  ;  and  as  the  opiate  at  leafl 
mitigated  his  fufferings,  I  prefcribed  the  tinc¬ 
ture  to  be  continued  as  yefterday  in  the  fame 
dofe.  ’■< 

April  1  ft.  In  the  courfe  of  the  lafl  twenty- 
four  hours,  he  has  taken  full  two  ounces  and 
an  half  of  the  tin£ture  ;  has  had  a  quiet  night, 
free  from  fpafins,  except  fome  of  the  flump- 
arm  5  no  pain  or  convulfions  ;  the  jaw  much 
as  yefterday  ;  fwallows  fomewhat  eafier,  and 
is  thirfly ;  the  rigidity  from  neck  to  heel 
much  the  fame,  only  his  fpine  comes  a  little 
nearer  to  the  bed.  When  he  was  in  the  bath 
yefterday,  he  fweated  much,  and  complained 
of  fatigue ;  I  had  him  put  in  again  to-day  v 
while  I  was  with  him  ;  it  was  curious  to  fee 
how  much  he  refembled  a  flatue,  there  not 
being  the  fmalieft  flexion  at  any  of  his  joints, 
(that  of  the  elbow  of  his  right  arm  excepted, 
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which  had  a  little  imperfect  trembling  mo¬ 
tion).  His  belly  was  hard,  and  quite  incom- 
preffible  ;  nor  did  it  appear  at  all  to  yield  to 
the  defcent  of  the  diaphragm  in  infpiration  ; 
he  expreffed  a  liking  to  the  feel  of  the  warm 
water,  which  was  about  102  of  Farenheit’s 
fcale ;  and  I  let  him  remain  in  it  about  twen¬ 
ty-five  minutes.  On  coming  out  he  had  a 
fmall  hard  ftool,  the  firfh  fmce  the  amputa¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  difcharged  about  three  large 
fpoonfuls  of  very  thick  urine. 

The  opium  having  had  the  decided  effect 
of  giving  my  patient  two  comparatively  tran¬ 
quil  nights,  of  almoft  removing  the  convul- 
five  fpafms,  and  of  at  leak  arrefting  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  other  fymptoms,  without  indu¬ 
cing  any  one  fenfible  inconvenience,  I  thought: 
I  had  fufficient  encouragement  to  continue  it 
in  an  undiminifhed  dofe  ;  and  therefore  I  or¬ 
dered  the  fame  quantity  of  the  tinclure  to  be 
confumed  in  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  al¬ 
lowing  fome  latitude  as  to  the  hours  of  gi¬ 
ving  it. 

2d.  Has  had  another  dofing  night,  with- 
out  making  any  particular  complaints.  Has 
fmce  yefterday  takea  above  two  ounces  of  the 
tin&ure,  and  was  always  ready  for  his  dofe  5 
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the  fymptoms  much  as  yederday  ;  is  able  to 
take  his  panada  of  a  better  confidence  ;  the' 
recurvation  of  the  fpine,  I  think,  yields  a  very 
little  ;  yet,  on  putting  him  into  the  bath  to¬ 
day,  he  lifted  all  in  a  piece  like  a  mummy, 
or  a  dried  preparation,  and  had  not  the  lead 
flexion  in  the  water ;  fpafms  are  at  times  dill 
felt  in  the  dump-arm,  and  the  difcharge  con* 
tinues  thin  and  foetid.  Wifhing  to  join  the 
bark  with  the  opiate,  without  leflening  the 
dofe  of  the  latter,  I  prefcribed  as  follows  : 

R.  Decoct.  Cinchon.  colat.  uncias  xiv. 
tin<ft,  opii  unc.  ij.  ilf.  F.  Midura ; 
cujus  coch.  larg.  iv.  (circiter  uncias  ij.) 
3 tia.  quaq.  bora  fumend.  Pergat  uti 
balneo  tepido,  per  tertiam  partem  horm, 
quotidie. 

3d.  4th.  and  5th.  The  fymptoms  continued 
through  thefe  three  nights  and  days,  with 
very  little  change  or  abatement  ;  he  kept  his 
ground  at  lead,  if  he  did  not  get  much ;  the 
rigidity  every  where  remained  nearly  unchan¬ 
ged  ;  he  dofed  and  flept  a  good  deal,  but 
when  awake  was  fendble  and  in  fpirits  ;  he 
continued  toperfpire  profufely,  and  was  often 
hawking  and  fpitting  5  thefe  four  days  has 
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had  no  ftool,  nor  paflfed  any  water,  but  in 
drops,  and  with  great  difficulty.  At  firft  I 
was  afraid  this  might  be  occafioned  by  ta¬ 
king  fo  much  opium ;  but  am  fince  convin¬ 
ced  it  was  wholly  •  owing  to  the  fphincter 
mufcles  of  the  anus  and  bladder,  partaking 
of  the  general  fpafmodic  ftritlure.  He  con- 
fumed  the  pint-mixture  with  the  decottion  of 
the  bark,  in  the  firft  twenty  Tour  hours ;  but 
he  complained  of  its  giving  him  naufea,  and 
pain  at  his  flomach.  Through  the  next  two 
days  I  ordered  the  fame  quantity  of  the  tinc¬ 
ture  to  be  continued  in  wine-whey,  inftead 
of  the  deco&ion  ;  and  that  agreed  very  well 
with  him.  He  obferved  of  himfelf,  that  if  he 
happened  to  pafs  the  ufual  time  of  taking  his 
cordial  (as  he  called  it),  he  always  had  more 
fliffnefs  and  ftartings.  He  was  aifo  gratified 
by  the  warm  bath,  which,  though  it  did  not 
fenfibly  abate  the  rigidity,  never  failed  to 
give  him  fome  pleafant  fenfations.  As  he 
could  now  (the  morning  of  the  5th)  .(wal¬ 
low  a  little  better,  I  ventured  to  direct  that 
three  grains  of  powdered  opium  in  currant- 
jelly  fhould  be  taken  with  each  dofe  of  his 
mixture. 
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6th.  This  was  the  firft  day  that  gave  me 
any  good  hopes.  He  had  taken  his  medicine 
well ;  had  a  good  night ;  his  jaws  ftrikingly 
more  feparate,  indeed  enough  to  admit  the 
end  of  the  finger.  1  thought  his  neck  and 
belly  a  little  fofter  ;  and  while  in  the  bath  to¬ 
day  his  knees  bent  \  and  he  made  a  fmall 
portion  of  thick  urine.  The  flump  looked 
more  clean  and  red,  and  the  difcharge  of  a 
better  confidence  ;  ordered  the  opiate  to  be 
continued  as  yefterday. 

7th  and  8th.  All  the  favourable  appear¬ 
ances  continue.  He  flept  fo  found  fix  or  fe- 
ven  hours  laft  night,  that  they  did  not  difturb 
him,  to  give  him  his  medicine  ;  by  which  he 
loft  two  or  three  dofes ;  but  he  does  not  feem 
to  have  differed  from  it,  appearing  in  all  re- 
fpeds  mended  this  morning  ;  could  open  his 
mouth  ftill  wider  ;  complained  of  being  hun¬ 
gry,  and  begged  fome  pancake  to  eat ;  which 
being  indulged  in,  he  made  fhift  to  chew  and 
fwallow  pretty  well.  On  the  7th,  he  had 
fome  flexion  in  his  back  and  hip-joints,  as 
well  as  hams,  and  made  water  in  a  full  ftream 
in  the  bath  ;  to-day  he  could  fit  half  bent, 
?md  move  his  legs  himfelf  \  the  fpine  began 
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to  refume  its  ordinary  curvature,  the  belly 
and  other  fhrunk  parts  to  plump  a  little,  and 
the  rigidity  every  where  to  give  way.  The 
force  of  the  difeafe  being  evidently  fpent,  I 
ventured  to  withdraw  the  opium,  and  order¬ 
ed  only  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  tincture 
during  the  next  twenty-four  hours. 

9th.  He  did  not  fleep  fo  much,  but  was 
perfectly  free  from  pain,  and  quite  cheerful 
this  morning  ;  has  recovered  riiuch  of  his  na¬ 
tural  afpeft ;  neck  fofter  ;  jaw  (till  more  flex¬ 
ible  ;  craved  for  food,  and  could  fit  up  a  little 
in  bed  ;  perforation  much  abated  ;  and  to¬ 
day,  without  cJyfter  or  purge,  he  had  a  natu¬ 
ral  ftool,  and  made  water  freely  ;  the  flump 
alfo  begins  to  heal  ;  prefcribed  only  tin 61. 
opii  unciam  i.  for  the  enfuing  twenty-four 
hours,  and  that  to  be  daily  diminifhed ;  or¬ 
dered  the  warm  bath  to  be  now  ufed  only 
once  in  the  two  days. 

14th.  Since  the  9th,  he  has  made  a  very 
good  progrefs ;  the  jaw  every  day  approach¬ 
ing  nearer  to  its  original  flexibility  ;  the  rigi¬ 
dity  of  the  other  parts  now  almofl  gone,  and 
evacuations  natural :  but  he  is  dill  fo  weak 
as  to  be  unable  to  fland,  or  get  out  of  bed, 
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without  afiiftance  ;  the  dofe  of  tin&ure  is  now 
reduced  to  little  more  than  a  drachm  in 
twenty-four  hours ;  the  warm  bath  is  left  off ; 
ordered  him  eggs,  broth,  and  wine. 

24th.  He  has  continued  to  mend  to  my 
wifh ;  no  complaints  remain,  but  exceflive 
weaknefs ;  no  veftige  of  former  rigidity  ;  and 
as  he  was  generally  difpofed  to  deep  in  the 
night-time,  I  diminifhed  his  dofe  of  tincture 
gradually,  till,  on  the  2 2d,  he  only  took  ten 
drops  ;  and  laft  night  left  it  quite  off.  He 
now  eats  a  little  meat  at  dinner,  and  takes 
two  fcruples  of  the  bark  in  powder  twice  a- 
day,  in  a  cup  of  milk,  without  inconveni¬ 
ence. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  he  began  to  get 
flrength  apace  ;  had  good  nights,  good  appe¬ 
tite,  urine  and  ftools  natural,  and  was  able  to 
walk  half  a  mile  daily.  About  the  20th,  his 
flump  was  cicatrized ;  he  was  in  every  refped 
well ;  and  has  continued  in  perfeft  health 
ever  fmce. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  patient, 
though  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  ufed  to 
no  (Irong  liquors,  took,  while  at  the  word:, 
within  forty-eight  hours,  five  ounces  of  tinc- 
%  ture 
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ture  of  opium,  prepared  according  to  the  Lon¬ 
don  Difpenfatory  ;  which,  fo  far  from  producing 
any  injurious  effect,  as  might  have  been  fear¬ 
ed,  procured  a  very  fenfible  alleviation  of  all 
the  fymptoms.  In  the  fpace  of  five  weeks,  the 
time  the  difeafe  lafted,  he  took  in  all  twenty- 
four  ounces  and  a  half  of  the  fame  tincture, 
and  near  three  drachms  of  folid  opium  ;  yet 
his  head  was  fo  far  from  being  affefted  by  it, 
as  we  might  have  expe&ed,  that  he  had  little 
or  no  delirium,  but  on  the  night  when  the 
dofe  was  diminifhed.  Moderate  dofes  of  the 
opiate  feemed  only  to  mitigate  the  fymptoms, 
and  keep  them  at  a  (land  ;  and  even  ceafed  to 
have  this  good  effect,  if  they  were  not  increa- 
fed  daily.  The  total  redudtion  of  the  difeafe 
was  obvioufly  owing  to  the  dofe  being  aug¬ 
mented  very  largely,  and  then  continued  for 
feveral  days  together,  without  intermiffion  or 
abatement,  together  with  the  ufe  of  the  warm 
bath,  which  evidently  contributed  to  the  cure. 
It  is  alfo  remarkable,  that  notwithftanding 
the  ufe  offo  much  opium,  and  the  long  conti¬ 
nuance  of  fo  violent  and  terrible  a  diforder, 
the  boy’s  conflitution  is  no  ways  impaired  or 
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enervated,  being  in  all  refpe£ts  as  flrong  and 
healthy  as  before  the  accident. 

The  other  cafe  which  fell  under  my  cogni¬ 
zance  was  that  of  a  young  woman,  who  had 
nearly  the  fame  train  of  fymptoms,  from  a 
wound  made  by  a  nail  palling  through  the 
whole  fubftance  of  her  right  foot.  The  dif- 
eafe  had  the  fame  fort  of  progrefs  and  termi¬ 
nation  ;  but  never  arifmg  to  the  fame  height, 
her  foot  was  faved  ;  lefs  opium  was  requi¬ 
red  ;  and  the  whole  period  of  the  diforder 
was  concluded  in  three  weeks  ;  yet  the  deci¬ 
ded  efficacy  of  the  opium  and  warm  bath  was 
fcareely  lefs  confpicuous  in  this  cafe,  than  in 
that  which  I  have  recorded. 
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■  »i  \ IX* 

*  ‘ 

Account  of  the  good  Effects  obtained  from  wajh* 
ing  the  Body  with  cold  Water  and  Vinegar ,  in 
Cafes  of  Typhus  Fever  attended  with  Pete¬ 
chia.  By  Dr.  Robert  Halls,  Phyfician ,  Cot- 
chejler. 

DURING  my  refidence  as  a  ftudent  at 
Edinburgh,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  feveral  cafes  of  petechial  typhus  treat¬ 
ed  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Gregory  by  the 
external  application  of  cold  water.  The  fuc- 
cefs  attending  the  practice  made  me  refolve 
at  that  time  to  adopt  it  whenever  I  fhould  have 
an  opportunity.  For  fuch  an  opportunity  I 
am  obliged  to  Mr.  Butchefon,  furgeon  to  the 
Surry  Fencibles,  who  permitted  me  to  attend 
his  hofpital  in  Colchefter,  in  which  a  very 
malignant  fever  prevailed  for  two  or  three 
months  during  the  fpring  of  the  prefent  year. 
For  fome  time  previous  to  the  appearance  of 
the  fever,  the  fmall  pox  had  been  very  com- 
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mon,  and  proved  more  fata!  than  I  had  ever 
known  it ;  a  few  foldiers  had  died  of  it  in  the 
hofpital,  owing  principally,  I  believe,  to  the 
obflinacy  with  which  they  perfifted  in  the  ufe 
of  flrong  liquors,  and  to  the  heat  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  in  which,  notwithftanding  every 
effort  of  the  furgeon,  they  were  kept.  It  is 
probable  that  thefe  deaths,  by  difpiriting  fuch 
patients  as  were  feized  with  typhus,  rendered 
the  effects  of  the  fever  more  violent. 

It  would  be  needlefs  for  me  to  recount  the 
fymptoms  of  typhus.  The  cafes  which  I  faw 
were  not  in  any  refpect  fmgular  ;  except  that, 
like  thofe  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  1793, 
they  began  with  catarrhal  fymptoms,  accom¬ 
panied  with  acute  pain  in  the  fide,  occafional- 
ly  fo  violent  as  to  call  for  repeated  blifters ; 
which  generally  afforded  relief,  and  promoted 
the  expectoration  in  almoft  every  cafe  ex¬ 
tremely  copious.  Petechias  were  obferved 
very  early  in  the  difeafe ;  numerous,  of  a 
dark  colour,  and  extended  over  the  whole 
body.  Several  of  the  patients  affured  me,  and 
I  certainly  did  not  attempt  to  undeceive  them, 
that  cc  it  was  nothing  but  the  itch.”  The 
pulfe,  in  two  or  three  inftances,  where  the 
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pneumonic  fymptoms  were  moft  violent,  was, 
during  the  firfl  three  or  four  days,  ftrong  and 
bounding,  notwithftanding  the  petechiae  were 
at  the  fame  time  very  copious.  It  generally, 
however,  fank  quickly. 

There  were  fome  trifling  varieties  in  differ¬ 
ent  cafes,  but  I  do  not  think  it  important  to 
notice  them. 

In  all)  I  preferibed  the  walking  of  the  whole 
body  with  cold  vinegar  and  water  twice  a- 
day  ;  and  never  without  marked  advantage ; 
in  fome  inffances  more9  in  others  lefs  perma¬ 
nent.  At  firfi,  where  the  pain  in  the  fide  and 
other  catarrhal  fymptoms  were  urgent,  I  di¬ 
rected,  with  hefitation,  the  ufe  of  the  cold  wa¬ 
ter.  As  the  fever,  however,  on  the  whole, 
appeared,  the  difeafe  from  which  moft  was  to 
be  apprehended,  I  thought  myfdf  authorifed 
in  making  the  experiment ;  and  I  had  very 
foon  the  moft  complete  conviction,  that  I  had 
nothing  to  fear.  The  pain  in  the  fide,  cough, 
&c.  far  from  being  aggravated,  were  in  every 
cafe  relieved. 

The  effects  which  I  more  particularly  ob- 
ferved,  as  enfuing  from  this  application,  were 
the  following. 

The  number  and  livid  appearance  of  the 
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petechise  were  universally  leflened.  The  pulfe* 

when  weak  and  frequent,  became  flower  and 

•  , 

dronger  ;  the  Ikin  moid  and  foft.  The  head 
was  more  free  from  delirium.  Sleep  was  pro¬ 
cured.  The  appetite  often  returned  ;  and, 
in  fame  cafes,  third  was  produced.  It  may 
appear  Angular,  that  I  fliould  mention  the 
produdion  of  third,  as  among  the  favourable 
effects  of  this  remedy.  I  conceive  it  to  have 
arifen  from  the  diminution  of  the  delirium, 
which  rendered  the  patients  fenfible  of  third ; 
to  which  previouflv,  notwithdanding  the  very 
hard  and  parched  date  of  the  tongue,  they 
had  been  altogether  infenfible. 

Of  all  the  cafes  treated  in  the  above  man¬ 
ner  (not  Iefs,  1  believe,  than  twenty),  I  did 
not  lofe  one  y  nor  do  I  recoiled  any  indance 
of  a  relapfe.  The  termination  of  the  fever 
was  marked  by  no  evident  crifis.  No  medi¬ 
cines  were  given,  except  an  occafional  opiate 
with  aether,  or  a  laxative  injedion,  as  cir- 
cumdances  appeared  to  point  out  the  ufe  of 
the  one  or  other. 

The  catarrhal  afFedion  I  found  aggravated 
by  the  bark,  in  the  fird  cafe  in  which  I  or¬ 
dered 
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dered  it.  I  had  therefore  afterwards  no  re- 
courfe  to  it.  Wine,  however,  was  taken  with 
great  apparent  advantage,  and  the  liberality 
of  Mr.  Hutchefon  fupplied  it  to  the  utmoft 
extent  of  my  wifhes. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  before  I  clofe  this  letter, 
to  enter  fomewhat  more  at  large  into  the  hif- 
tory  of  one  of  the  above  cafes,  attended  with 
two  or  three  peculiarities  that  diftinguifhed  it 
from  the  reft. 

The  fubjed  of  it,  a  man  about  forty,  had 
for  feverai  months  been  fo  deaf,  that  the 
moft  violent  founds  made  no  impreflion  on 
his  auditory  nerves.  I  was  unable  to  learn 
the  caufe  of  this  complaint.  In  other  refpeds 
he  was  in  good  health.  At  the  firft  attack  of 
his  fever,  the  catarrhal  fyrnptoms  were  un- 
ufually  violent.  When  I  faw  him,  about  the 
fifth  day,  his  expectoration,  which  had  been 
in  large  quantity,  was  fupprefled ;  his  body 
covered  with  numerous  petechias  of  a  dark 
colour;  he  lay  entirely  naked,  rolling  from 
one  fide  of  his  bed  to  the  other  without  cea- 
fing.  His  delirium  appeared  from  circum- 
ftances  of  the  moft  furious  kind.  He  was 
unable  either  to  fpeak  or  fwallow,  from  a 
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fpaflic  contra&ion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  jaw, 
and  neighbouring  parts.  His  arms  were  vio¬ 
lently  convulfed  ;  and  his  eyes  of  the  bright¬ 
er  red.  He  did  not  appear  to  fuffer  incon¬ 
venience  from  the  light  of  the  fun  ;  which 
(hone  full  upon  him  ;  but  it  was  evident  that 
the  leaft  noife  was  painful  to  him.  The 
pulfe  was  weak,  frequent,  and  irregular. 

I  ordered  the  immediate  application  of  the 
cold  vinegar  and  water;  and  promifed  to  call 
again  in  the  evening.  It  was  now  noon.  At 
my  return,  I  found  him  in  the  fame  date  of 
furious  delirium  ;  but  I  learned,  that,  during 
the  application  of  the  vinegar  and  water,  the 
fpafm  of  the  jaw  had  yielded,  and  that  he  had 
fpoken  to  the  perlon  who  was  walking  him. 
The  pulfe  was  much  more  calm,  and  the  Ikin 
moift.  I  dire&ed  the  repetition  of  the  lava- 
tio  frigida. 

Early  in  the  morning,  when  I  called,  my 
patient  was  perfectly  compoled.  His  pulfe 
was  regular  and  much  ftronger.  He  con¬ 
vened  with  eafe  ;  heard  diftin&ly,  and  with¬ 
out  pain  ;  and  exprelfed  a  wilh  for  fome- 
thing  to  eat.  A  blifter,  I  was  informed,  had 
the  preceding  evening  been  applied  to  the 
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head,  by  direction  of  the  furgeon ;  and  I  was 
at  a  lofs  to  determine,  whether  I  ought  to 

s  > 

attribute  the  amendment  to  this,  or  to  the 
cold  walking.  On  examining  the  head,  how¬ 
ever,  all  doubt  was  removed  ;  as  I  found  that 
the  blifter,  by  the  negligence  of  the  attend¬ 
ant,  had  been  applied,  without  the  head  having 
been  previoully  fliaved. 

The  event  of  this  cafe  I  was  prevented  from 
learning  ;  but  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  man  recovered  perfectly.  I  think  it 
proper  to  add,  that  the  bright  rednefs  of  the 
eyes  was  not,  as  I  at  firft  fuppofed  it,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  fever, 

« 

s 
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'  ->  X 

A  Cafe  of  Conge  nit  e  Hernia,  for  which  the  Ope - 
ration  was  performed  above  the  Pubes  y  with 
fucccfs .  By  Mr.  Thomas  Wilfon,  Surgeon 
at  Louth  in  Lincolnfhire . 

K  .  * 

I  WAS  called,  on  the  14th  of  July  1792,  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Hudfon  of  Louth,  a  young 
man  aged  i3.  He  was  at  that  time  ten  miles 
from  home.  Being  myfelf  engaged,  I  fent 
my  affiftant,  who  found  him  complaining  of 
great  pain  in  his  body,  with  vomiting  and 
conftipation.  Suppofing  his  diforder  to  be 
the  colic,  he  took  away  fome  blood,  applied 
warm  fomentations  to  the  abdomen,  and  en¬ 
deavoured,  by  clyfters  and  opening  medi¬ 
cines,  to  procure  an  evacuation  from  the 
bowels.  I  faw  him  on  the  15th,  at  Mr.  Hud- 
fon’s  of  Kenwicke  Thorpe,  about  two  miles 
from  Louth,  to  which  place  he  had  been  re¬ 
moved.  His  complaints  were  not  relieved 
by  the  meafures  which  had  been  ufed.  He 
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had  a  conftant  pain  in  the  abdomen,  chiefly 
about  the  umbilicus,  with  frequent  vomiting; 
and  no  ftools  had  been  procured.  On  inqui¬ 
ry,  if  he  had  ever  had  an  hernia,  he  faid  he 
had  not.  But,  on  examining  his  body,  I  per¬ 
ceived  a  tumour  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg, 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  a- 
bove  the  ring  where  the  fpermatic  veflels  pafs 
from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  I  likewife 
obferved,  that  there  was  only  one  tefticle  in 
the  fcrotum.  I  had  no  doubt  that  the  tu¬ 
mour  was  a  ventral  hernia ;  and  I  fuppofed 
a  portion  of  the  intangled  intefline  to  be  the 
caufe  of  all  his  complaints.  The  more  par¬ 
ticular  account  he  gave  of  himfelf  was,  that 
he  had  never  obferved  more  than  one  tefticle 
in  the  fcrotum,  the  right  one  lying  and  being 
always  felt  above  the  pubes.  He  firft  percei¬ 
ved  a  fwelling  on  the  right  fide  of  his  bo¬ 
dy,  about  1 8  months  previous  to  the  attack. 
At  firft,  it  pained  him  now  and  then,  for 
half  an  hour  perhaps  at  a  time,  and  the  tu¬ 
mour  difappeared  when  he  became  eafy.  He 
was  fubjeft  to  attacks  of  pain,  like  that  of 
colic,  once  in  three  or  four  months ;  but 
was  always  able  to  go  about  his  bufmefs, 
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which  was  that  of  a  butcher.  In  this  occupa¬ 
tion  he  had  frequent  occafions  to  carry  large 
loads  of  meat  on  horfeback.  About  nine 
months  ago,  as  he  was  carrying  a  load  of 
meat,  it  broke  loofe,  and  threw  him  upon 
the  pommel  of  the  faddle,  which  gave  him 
great  pain  in  the  right  teflicle  for  an  hour  or 
two  ;  and  fince  that  time,  the  tumour  increa- 
fed  falter  in  fize,  and  his  returns  of  pain  were 
mere  frequent,  and  more  lading. 

I  ufed  every  endeavour  in  the  ufual  way  to 
reduce  the  hernia,  but  without  effect ;  I  af¬ 
terwards  took  away  more  blood  ;  ordered  a 
ftimulating  clylter,  and  directed  thick  cloths, 
wet  with  a  folution  of  fal  amoniac,  in  vinegar 
and  water,  to  be  applied  cold,  and  to  be  kept 
conftantly  on  the  part. 

On  the  1 6th,  Mr.  Pettener,  an  eminent 
furgeon  at  Louth,  on  whofe  experience  and 
judgment  I  could  fafely  rely,  was  defired  to 
attend  along  with  me.  We  concurred  unani- 
moully  in  the  meafures  to  be  purfued ;  we 
took  away  blood,  as  the  fymptoms,  which 
were  in  general  rather  moderate  than  violent,, 
feemed  to  require  ;  we  gave  various  opening 
medicines,  and  threw  up  repeatedly  both 
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acrid  clyfters  and  the  infufion  of  tobacco.  The 
cold  folution  was  conftantly  applied  to  the 
part ;  and,  as  we  judged  it  expedient,  we  at¬ 
tempted  now  and  then  cautioufly  to  return 
the  protruded  part. 

On  the  1 8th,  when  every  mean  had  been 
tried  to  no  purpofe,  the  warm  bath  having 
been  alfo  made  ufe  of,  we  thought  it  not  fafe 
any  longer  to  defer  the  operation ;  I  there¬ 
fore  made  an  incifion,  about  four  inches  long, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  tumour,  endeavouring  as 
much  as  poffible  to  avoid  the  larger  branches 
of  the  epigaftric  artery.  It  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  continue  the  incifion  to  within  half  an 
inch  of  the  os  pubis.  When  the  common  in¬ 
teguments  were  cut  through,  we  difcovered 
the  fac  protruding  through  the  feparated  fibres 
of  the  abdominal  mufcles ;  and  on  differing 
away  the  adjoining  parts,  and  laying  the 
whole  fac  bare,  it  appeared  to  be  about  the  fize 
of  a  turky’s  egg,  and  had  a  livid  appearance* 
On  opening  the  fac,  a  fpoonful  or  two  of  dif- 
coloured  fluid  was  difcharged  ;  and  we  then 
obferved  a  fmall  portion  of  inteftine,  about 
the  fize  of  a  walnut,  entangled,  and  firmly 
embraced  by  the  parts  through  which  it  had 
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pafted.  We  alfo  found  the  right  tefticle  con¬ 
tained  in  the  fac.  Having  agreed  with  Mr. 
Pettener  upon  the  meafures  to  be  purfued,  I 
carefully  removed  the  ftri&ure  with  a  blunt- 
pointed  biftoury,  introduced  on  the  point  of 
my  finger,  and  returned  the  inteftine.  The 
tefticle  was  pafted  through  the  fame  opening ; 
and  the  wound  being  drefled  in  the  ufual 
way,  the  external  parts  were  united  by  the 
interrupted  future,  and  the  whole  fecured 
with  a  proper  bandage.  In  about  two  hours 
after  the  operation,  he  began  to  have  copious 
evacuations  by  ftool,  which  gave  him  great 
relief.  Every  fymptom  was  favourable  $  and 
he  continued  for  about  a  week  to  recover  to 
our  wifhes  ;  but  at  this  time  he  complained 
of  a  tightnefs  and  forenefs  of  his  body,  with 
a  pain  of  the  parts  near  the  incifion  ;  he  was 
reftlefs,  hot,  and  feverifh.  On  removing  the 
dreflings,  and  examining  the  ftate  of  the 
wound- and  neighbouring  parts,  with  great 
care  and  attention,  I  difcovered  that  an  ad- 
hefion  of  parts  near  to  one  of  the  futures  had 
confined  fome  pus,  which  had  formed  near  it ; 
and,  on  feparating  this  adhefion,  the  purulent 
matter  was  difcharged,  and  he  was  inftantly 
i  relieved. 
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relieved.  From  this  time  lie  recovered  with¬ 
out  one  unfavourable  fymptom  ;  and  has  ever 
fince  remained  perfe&ly  well,  and  free  from 
any  inconvenience  from  the  operation.  The 
wound  healed  with  a  very  firm  cicatrix  ;  he 
wore  a  defenfive  bandage  for  fome  time  after 
the  operation,  but  has  long  fince  difcoiitinued 
its  ufe ;  and  ftill  follows  his  ufual  occupation, 
in  which  he  has  frequent  occafion  tp  ufe  great; 
mufcuhr  exertion. 
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XL 


Two  Cafes  of  obflinate  Conflipation  of  the  Bowels , 


arifing  from  an  accumulation  of  Faces  in  the 
Refiiim,  attended  with  Colic  Pains ,  cured 
chiefly  by  Manual  Operation .  By  Mr .  Ro¬ 
bert  Bifhoprick,  Surgeon ,  2VL 


BOUT  the  year  1775,  Mrs.  H - ,  a 


Xjl  tradefman’s  wife  of  this  city,  aged  for¬ 
ty-five,  in  a  very  infirm  ftate  of  health,  and 
of  a  delicate  and  coftive  habit  of  body,  was 
feized  with  a  moil  obftinate  conftipation  of 
the  bowels,  which  after  foine  days  was  at¬ 
tended  with  colic  pains,  which,  gradually 
increafing,  continued  until  fhe  had  been  eigh¬ 
teen  days  without  a  ftool.  During  this  period 
Ihe  was  attended  by  a  very  eminent  phyfi- 
cian,  who  had  prefcribed  a-variety  of  opening 
medicines  and  clyfters,  without  effect.  She 
had  taken  very  little  food  all  the  time,  and 
became  fo  much  exhaufted,  that  the  phyfician 
laft  gave  up  his  attendance,  confidering  her 
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as  a  loft  cafe  ;  and  her  hufband  had  for  feve- 
tal  nights  together  taken  his  leave  of  her,  not 
expe&ing  to  find  her  alive  in  the  morning. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  I  was  called  in  by 
the  friends  of  the  patient,  from  its  having 
been  fuggefted  to  them,  that  the  obftru&ion.  ' 
of  the  bowels  might  poflibly  be  owing  to  in¬ 
ward  piles ;  a  circumftance  they  wifhed  to 
have  afcertained  by  an  examination.  On  vi- 
fiting  the  patient,  I  found  her  in  the  ftate  al¬ 
ready  defcribed,  nearly  exhaufted,  with  a 
fmall  quick  pulfe,  and  her  voice  fo  weak  and 
deprefled,  that  fhe  could  fcarcely  be  heard  to 
fpeak  in  a  whifper.  In  anfwer  to  the  few 
queftions  I  put  to  her,  fhe  gave  me  to  under- 
ftand,  that,  independent  of  the  colic-pains, 
which  were  better  and  worfe  by  paroxyfms, 
fhe  had  a  conftant  fenfation  of  a  fullnefs 
and  a  weight  at  the  lower  part  of  her  body* 
extending  towards  the  fundament.  Agree¬ 
able  to  the  purpofe  of  my  vifit,  I  flowly  and 
gently  examined  the  re&um  with  my  fore¬ 
finger,  and  found  no  hemorrhoidal  tumours ; 
but,  at  the  diftance  of  between  two  and  three 
three  inches  up  the  gut,  I  felt  a  large  ball,  or 
tnafs  of  hardened  foeces ;  I  therefore  refolved 
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to  try-how  far  I  could  break  and  divide  this 
mafs ;  and  if  I  could  bring  part  of  it  away 
with  my  finger,  I  flattered  myfelf  that  the  re¬ 
mainder  might  be  fo  far  broken  and  loofened 
by  the  operation,  as  to  be  eafily  difcharged 
by  the  afliftance  of  an  inje&ion.  Accordingly, 
in  the ‘Efface  of  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  at 
three  operations  of  about  five  or  fix  minutes 
each,  for  the  patient’s  extreme  debility  would 
not  permit  the  operation  to  be  done  all  at 
once,  I  brought  away  a  confiderable  number 
of  fcybala,  or  knotted  faeces,  of  various  fi zes. 
In  the  intervals  of  the  operation,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  fupport  my  patient,  by  giving  her 
now  and  then  a  little  mulled  wine.  Having 
thus  prepared  her  for  the  admiflion  of  an 
opening  clyfler,  I  ordered  one,  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  common  fait 
and  two  table-fpoohfuls  of  coarfe  fugar,  dif- 
folved  in  half  a  pint  of  milk,  and  four  table- 
fpoonfuls  of  oil  of  olives.  This  being  inject¬ 
ed,  foon  brought  away  the  remainder  of  the 
mafs,  which  altogether,  I  believe,  would 
have  weighed  about  half  a  pound.  The  fub- 
fequent  ftoois  came  away  without  any  further 
medical  afliftance  3  ana  the  patient  from  this 
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time,  by  the  aid  of  good  nurfing,  and  non** 
rilhing  diet  alone,  gradually  and  progreflive- 
ly  recovered,  and  lived  about  ten  years  after. 

About  the  fame  time  that  the  cafe  of  Mrs. 

H - occurred,  I  attended  another  traded 

man’s  wife  of  this  city,  a  Mrs.  O - aged 

twenty-eight,  during  her  lying-in.  Her  la¬ 
bour  was  natural ;  and  the  only  circumfiance 
deferving  notice,  was  that  of  her  being  very 
coftive.  Soon  after  her  delivery  (he  was 
feized  with  colic-pains,  for  which  I  prefcri- 
bed  aperient  medicines  and  clyfters  in  the 
ufual  manner,  but  totally  without  effect,  no 
(tool  being  procured.  At  the  end  of  fix 
days  from  the  delivery,  the  cafe  becoming 
very  ferioufly  alarming,  from  the  obftinate 
continuance  of  the  obflru&ion,  and  increafe 
of  colic-pains,  I  was  induced  to  examine  the 
~re£tum  with  my  finger,  in  order  to  afcertain 
whether  the  lower  part  of  the  gut  might  not  be 
the  feat  of  the  diforder.  Upon  examination* 
I  found  the  caufe  of  obftrudlion  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  the  fame  as  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  H — — . 
Accordingly  I  immediately  fet  about  ufing 
the  fame  means ;  and  by  manuaj  operation, 
and  the  inje&ion  of  an  aperient  clyfter  per* 
fe&ly  fimilar  to  that  already  defcribed,  the 
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hardened  feces  obflru&ing  the  gut  were  en¬ 
tirely  evacuated  ;  and  from  that  time,  by  the 
aflidance  of  good  nurfmg  alone,  {he  fpeedily 
and  progreflively  recovered  from  her  lying- 
in. 

Observations, 

As  the  colic  is  one  of  the  mod  painful 
difeafes  with  which  mankind  are  affli&ed,  I 
beg  leave  to  fugged  a  few  practical  remarks 
upon  the  preceding  cafes. 

The  complaint  of  Mrs.  H - -  was  re¬ 

markable  for  its  long  continuance,  and  that 
fo  forlorn  a  cafe  ihould  be  fo  fpeedily  cured. 
The  long  continuance  of  it  may  be  accounted 
for,  from  the  condipation  having  exifted  for 
feveral  days  before  the  colic-pains  came  on ; 
and  from  the  pains  being  lefs  violent  than 
ufual,  which  probably  arofe  from  a  flatulent 
didention,  rather  than  from  acrimony.  The 
fpeedy  cure  was  evidently  the  efleft  of  the 
fuccefsful  manual  operations,  although  the 
vital  powers  were  fo  much  exhauded. 

In  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  O - the  colic-fymp- 

toms  were  more  acute,  a$  might  reafonably 
J  be 
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be  expelled  from  the  greater  irritability  of 
the  fyftem,  in  a  lying-in  woman.  It  is  true 

fhe  was  not  fo  much  exhaufted  as  Mrs.  H- - , 

yet  from  the  more  rapid  progrefs  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  had  the  manual  operation  been  delayed 
any  longer,  there  was  the  greateft  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  Ihe  would  foon  have  expired. 

From  a  due  confideration,  therefore,  of 
thefe  cafes,  and  others  which  I  have  met 
with  in  the  courfe  of  my  long  practice,  I 
cannot  forbear  ftrongly  recommending  it  to 
the  Faculty,  in  all  cafes  of  colic  in  which  the 
ufual  means  of  aperient  medicines  and  clyf- 
ters  have  had  a  reafonable  trial,  and  have 
failed,  to  have  the  reCtum  examined  by  the 
finger,  in  order  to  afcertain  whether  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  hardened  fseces  in  the  gut 
may  not  be  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  mala¬ 
dy.  No  reafonable  objection  can  poflibly 
be  made  to  this  meafure,  becaufe  the  opera¬ 
tion  may  be  fo  eafily  performed  by  every 
practitioner,  and  wTith  fo  little  trouble  to  the 
patient ;  and  if  but  one  life  in  ten  or  twenty 
fhould  be  faved  by  this  precaution,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  worthy  of  attention. 

The  propriety  of  the  examination  here  re¬ 
commended. 
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commended,  I  apprehend,  will  be  (fill  further 
confirmed  by  the  following  obfervations.  It 
is  well  known,  that  child-bearing  women  are 
extremely  liable  to  a  very  troublefome  degree 
of  coflivenefs,  from  the  bulk  of  the  fetus, 
deranging  and  compreffing  the  inteflines  du¬ 
ring  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  by  which 
a  morbid  dilatation  of  the  reftum  occafional- 
ly  takes  place,  which  is  obvious  from  fuch 
patients  fometitnes  parting  with  coflive  {tools 
of  an  extraordinary  fize  and  diameter.  It  has 
been  obferved  likewife,  from  anatomical  exa¬ 
minations,  that  the  re£tum  of  fome  fubje&s 
a  little  above  the  anus  has  been  found  enlar¬ 
ged  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  into  a  kind 
of  pouch,  as  if  intended  by  Nature  for  a  tem¬ 
porary  receptacle  of  feces. 

Now,  fuch  an  enlargement  as  is  here  men¬ 
tioned  evidently  took  place  in  the  Cafe  of 

Mrs.  H - becaufe  the  ball  of  fecal  matter 

amounted  to  about  half  a  pound  weight ;  and 
I  believe  in  her  it  was  chiefly  by  a  natural  en¬ 
largement,  for  {he  was  not  a  child-bearing 
woman.  But  the  dilatation  of  the  gut,  in  the 

cafe  of  Mrs.  O - ,  I  am  more  inclined  to 

confider  as  ’a  morbid  enlargement  of  its  capa¬ 
city 
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city,  from  great  occafional  coftivenefs  brought 
on  by  frequent  pregnancy,  for  (lie  was  the 
mother  of  many  children.  But  whether  the 
enlargement  or  dilatation  which  has  been 
defcribed  be  natural  or  artificial,  it  will  al¬ 
ways  operate  as  a  predifpofing  caufe  to  a  dan¬ 
gerous  accumulation  of  hardened  feces  in 
the  re&um ;  and  therefore,  wherever  fuch  a 
caufe  is  known  to  exift,  it  ought  more  parti¬ 
cularly  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  practi¬ 
tioner,  in  the  treatment  of  the  colic.  At  the 
fame  time  as  a  morbid  accumulation  of  the 
feces  is  known  to  take  place,  without  any 
obvious  predifpofing  caufe,  the  poffibility  of 
fuch  an  accumulation  being  prefent  in  the 
reCtum  in  every  cafe  of  real  colic,  attended 
with  a  coflive  ftate  of  the  body,  ought  never 
to  be  loft  fight  of  in  the  hiftory  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  fo  painful  and  dangerous  a  difeafe. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  IIL 

MEDICAL  NEWS. 


HP  HE  peftilential  fever  which  raged  with  fc> 
great  fatality,  at  Grenada  and  Phila¬ 
delphia,  has  alfo  produced  many  deaths  in 
other  Weft  India  illands,  particularly  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  where  it  has  been  the  fubjed  of  very 
keen  newfpaper-controverfies  among  the  me¬ 
dical  praditioners.  The  following  article  of 
Intelligence  refpeding  it  has  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  Dr.  Duncan  by  an  ingenious  corre- 
fpondent  in  that  ifland* 

cc  Much,  I  doubt  not,  will  have  come  to 
your  hands,  refpeding  our  yellow  fever,  and 

its 
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its  treatment  by  calomel.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  has  been  fuc- 
cefsful,  when  every  thing  elfe  has  been  aban¬ 
doned.  But  we  ftill  lament  the  numerous 
fatal  cafes,  in  which  it  manifefls  no  influence 
whatever  ;  and  what  may  appear  peculiar  is, 
that  although  the  alimentary  canal  be  capable 
of  being  affeded  by  purgatives,  through  every 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  and  even  in  the  moft 
hopelefs  cafes,  yet  two,  three,  or  even  four 
hundred  grains  of  calomel,  taken  in  dofes  of 
five  grains  every  hour,  have  produced  no  ap¬ 
parent  effed  ;  and  when  given  in  a  loofe  (late, 
with  honey,  it  has  been  returned,  after  many 
hours  continuance  in  the  ftoinach,  to  every 
obfervation  unchanged. 

In  cafes  where  the  black  vomit  has  been  of 
fome  continuance,  and  where  the  difcharge  is 
a  coagulated  matter  exadly  refembling  the 
grounds  of  coffee,  the  gall  bladder,  and  bi¬ 
liary  duds,  have  on  diffedion  been  found 
loaded  with  the  fame  fubftance.  In  all  cafes 
where  mercury  has  made  its  effed  permanent 
on  the  mouth  and  falivary  glands,  the  cure 
has  been  certain.  And  fo  much  have  our  ha¬ 
bits  of  pradice  leaned  to  fufpicion,  fince  the 
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difeafe  made  its  appearance  among  us,  that 
it  is  common,  where  the  remittent  degene¬ 
rates  into  the  continued  fever,  to  give  calomel 
with  good  effect.  In  no  one  inftance,  within 
my  knowledge,  has  any  old  inhabitant  been 
attacked  with  the  prevailing  epidemic. 

As  the  calomel  has  fo  little  influence  on 
the  flomach  and  inteflines,  I  have  lately  tried 
both  frictions  with  flrong  mercurial  ointment 
and  a  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate  in  the 
way  of  clyfter ;  but  I  am  yet  unable  to  fay 
any  thing  decided  refpe&ing  thefe  practices.” 

Another  correfpondent  from  Montego  bay, 
in  Jamaica,  writes  as  follows. 

<c  This  bay  is  reckoned  remarkably  healthy, 
and  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the  malignant  fever 
was  not  fo  fatal  here  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
ifland.  The  bay  contains  from  five  to  fix 
hundred  white  inhabitants,  and  as  many 
people  of  colour,  not  one  of  whom  died  of 
the  fever.  It  was  almoft  entirely  confined  to 
failors,  and  to  new  comers.  Of  the  new 
comers,  who  arrived  here,  twelve  or  fourteen 
died.  The  number  of  failors  who  died  could 
not  be  rightly  afcertained,  as  there  was  no  re¬ 
gular  * 
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gular  record  kept  of  their  deaths.  Neither 
could  we  afcertain  the  number  of  new  co¬ 
mers  who  died  on  different  neighbouring 
eftates.  It  is  fuppofed  the  fever  proved  more 
fatal  in  Trelawny,  the  neighbouring  parifh ; 
on  one  eftate,  in  particular,  fix  whites  died  in 
the  courfe  of  one  week.  Among  the  {hip¬ 
ping  alfo,  a  greater  number  died  than  in  our 
harbour.  Even  among  us,  however,  we  felt 
too  much  of  its- fatality. 

“  The  chief  and  only  chara&eriftic  fymptoms 
diftinguifhing  this  fever  from  our  bilious  re¬ 
mittent,  were  the  immediate  and  fudden  de~ 

> 

termination  to  the  head,  inflamed  eyes,  flufh- 
ed  countenance,  a  full,  quick,  and  hard  pulfe, 
opprefiion  about  the  prsecordia,  vaft  anxiety* 
attended  with  great  irritability  of  the  flomach, 
frequent  vomitings  of  a  bilious  matter,  and 
towards  the  end,  of  a  dark,  porraceous  matter, 
refembling  the  grounds  of  coffee.  The  pa¬ 
tient  was  generally  feized  with  delirium,  fm- 
gultus,  and  all  the  other  fymptoms  attendant 
on  a  putrid  difeafe  ;  fome  became  comatofe, 
which  frequently  ended  the  fcene  in  lefs  than 
forty-eight  hours. 

Pra&itioners  differed  much  with  refpect 

to 
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to  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  which  pro¬ 
duced  much  diflention  among  the  medical 
gentlemen  in  Kingfton,  and  was  the  caufe  of 
a  newfpaper-difpute,  from  which  very  little 
knowledge  was  derived,  for  the  benefit  of 
fociety,  or  the  good  of  the  poor  fufferers. 
Some  contended  that  there  were  two  kinds  of 
fever  prevalent  in  the  ifland,  the  one  highly 
inflammatory,  the  other  highly  putrid.  This, 
however,  feemed  to  be  merely  hypothetical. 
From  what  we  few,  the  inflammatory  fre¬ 
quently  degenerated  into  the  putrid,  and  all 
the  cafes  nearly  correfponded  in  their  fymp- 
toms.  Some  pra&itioners  fucceeded  in  the 
cure  by  the  ufe  of  the  lancet,  while  others 
again  denied  its  ufe  altogether,  and  placed 
their  whole  hopes  of  cure  on  calomel.  How 
this  mode  of  treatment  really  fucceeded,  I  can¬ 
not  pretend  to  fay,  as  it  was  but  litttle  fol¬ 
lowed  in  this  part  of  the  ifland.  But  I  can 
truly  aflert,  that  blood-letting,  on  the  firfl  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  fymptoms,  certainly  did  good, 
and  relieved  the  patient,  efpecially  if  followed 
immediately  by  other  proper  evacuants.  The 
ea^ly  adminiftration  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  after 

the 
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the  patient  had  been  properly  evacuated,  was 
alfo  of  great  fervice.  When  the  flomach  be¬ 
came  fo  irritable  as  not  to  retain  the  Peruvian 
bark,  it  was  generally  found  beneficial  when 
given  by  way  of  injection.  Where  bleeding 
was  delayed  for  any  time  after  the  firfl  ap¬ 
pearance,  it  frequently  did  more  harm  than 
good.  But  fuch  was  the  prejudice  in  favour 
of  blood-letting,  that  the  practitioner  was 
often  blamed,  if  he  did  not  ad:  according  to 
the  rules  of  fafhion.  This  was  the  mode  of 
practice  followed  by  moil  of  the  medical 
practitioners  here  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  fre¬ 
quently  with  great  benefit  ;  although  it  muff 
be  allowed,  that  many  cafes  baffled,  every  ef¬ 
fort  of  the  practitioner.” 

#  *  #  # 

Dr.  Duncan  has  been  favoured  by  a  third 
correfpondent,  in  Jamaica,  with  a  remarkable 
hiftory  of  a  particular  cafe  of  this  fever,  which 
will  probably  be  publifhed  in  the  next  volume 
of  Commentaries.  In  that  cafe,  the  patient, 
within  the  fpace  of  a  few  days,  had  taken  270 
grains  of  calomel,  and  had  rubbed  in  twenty 
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drachms  of  the  flrongeft  mercurial  ointment* 
from  which  the  happiefl  effe&s  were  pro¬ 
duced. 

&  *  #  # 

An  ingenious  gentleman,  Mr.  Smith,  who 
was  engaged  laft  winter  in  the  ftudy  of  me¬ 
dicine  at  London,  made,  we  are  informed,  fe- 
veral  curious  experiments,  tending  to  prove, 
that  different  fubltances,  introduced  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  are  diffolved  there  as 
well  as  in  the  ftomach. 

According  to  the  account  fent  to  us,  this 
fubject  fuggefled  itfeif  to  Mr.  Smith,  when 
making  experiments  on  extra-uterine  gefta- 
tion.  He  had  introduced  three  ova  and  two 
feetufes  of  mice  into  the  abdomen  of  a  cat,  to 
fee  whether  they  would  adhere  and  live  ;  but 
the  animal  died  in  fixteen  hours,  and,  on  exa¬ 
mination,  only  about  the  fize  of  a  pin’s  head¬ 
er  one  of  the  thigh-bones  could  be  found.  He 
then  introduced  pieces  of  flefli,  liver,  &c.  into 
the  abdomen  of  different  cats,  and  found  them 
conftantly  abforbed,  excepting  fmall  parts  of 

1  .  .  .  ,  •  f  .  jE 

the  bones,  which  werfc  always  much  corroded. 
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To  prove  that  previous  to  abforption  they  had 
been  difTolved  by  a  fluid,  he  inclofed  the  limbs 
of  a  frog  in  a  linen  bag,  and  in  fixty  hours, 
on  the  bag  being  opened,  it  was  found  to  con¬ 
tain  only  a  very  fmali  portion  of  bone.  When 
pieces  of  beef,  and  the  limbs  of  frogs,  were 
introduced  under  the  fkin  in  contact  with  the 
mufcles,  they  were  difTolved,  and  formed  a 
tumour  filled  with  healthy-like  pus. 

From  thefe  circumftances,  he  is  led  to  draw 
the  conclufion,  that  the  abdomen  and  the 
mufcles,  when  irritated  and  expofed,  have  the 
power  of  fecreting  a  fluid  capable  of  diffolving 
animal  fubflances ;  but  with  this  difference, 
that  the  natural  cavities  have  the  power  of 
abforption  fuperadded. 

We  would  fain  hope,  that  the  fmgular 
phenomena,  which  have  been  exhibited  in 
Mr.  Smith’s  inveftigations,  will  lead  him  to 
profecute  the  fubject ;  and  that  he  will  pre- 
fent  to  the  public  a  full  detail  of  his  obferva- 
tions,  as  well  as  of  the  conclufions  which  he 
is  difpofed  to  draw  from  them. 

Z  2  Dr., 
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Dr.  Stevenson  pbyfician  in  Arbroath,  in 
a  letter  to  Sir  Alexander  Douglas  phyfician 
in  Dundee,  which  has  been  communicated  to 
Dr.  Duncan,  gives  the  following  account  of 
fmgular  benefit  obtained  from  Digitalis  pur¬ 
purea,  in  a  cafe  of  dropfy. 

“  Perhaps  I  fhould  have  acquainted  you 
before  this,  of  the  hate  of  our  patient  Captain 
B — 9s  health ;  but  as  matters  remained  with 
little  alteration  for  fome  time  after  you  left 
this,  and  as  afterwards  the  event  became  eve¬ 
ry  day  more  and  more  doubtful,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  poflpone  troubling  you  till  I  could 
write  fomewhat  decifively, 

“  In  no  cafe  whatever,  which  has  fallen  un¬ 
der  my  obfervation,  have  the  diuretic  powers 
of  the  Digitalis  purpurea  appeared  more  re¬ 
markable  than  in  this. 

You  will  probably  recoiled!,  that  we  deter¬ 
mined  to  begin  with  fmail  dofes  of  the  pow¬ 
dered  leaves.  Accordingly  I  tried  one  grain 
at  bed-time  every  other  night ;  but  this  pro¬ 
duced 
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duced  tormina  and  vertigo  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  I  defifted  from  any  farther  attempts  for 
three  or  four  days.  I  then  ventured  to  give 
him,  every  night  at  bed-time,  half  a  grain  of 
the  Digitalis,  together  with  a  grain  of  opium, 
an  article  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed. 
This  was  found  to  fit  eafy  upon  the  ftomach, 
and,  in  fome  degree,  to  obviate  the  almoft  in¬ 
tolerable  dyfpnoea  and  anxiety,  to  which  he 
was  at  that  time  fubje&ed. 

By  gradually  increafing  the  dofe,  I  was  able 
in  a  fortnight  to  give  him  two  grains  daily, 
one  at  night,  and  another  in  the  morning. 
A  faturated  folution  of  cream  of  tartar  was 
taken  as  common  drink.  About  this  time, 
however,  his  leg  began  to  be  anarfarcous  ; 
and  foon  after  the  fwelling  extended,  ccnfi- 
derably  above  the  knee.  The  fkin  was  fo 
much  flretched,  that  nothing  deterred  me 
from  puncturing  them,  but  a  degree  of  ex- 
travafation  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
form  of  purple  fpots,  and  made  me  dread  a 
confequent  fphacelus.  Giving  the  Digitalis  a 
farther  trial,  feemed  to  be  the  lafi  refource. 
In  a  few  days,  therefore,  I  brought  the  dofe  to 
two  grains  in  the  morning,  and  two  at  night, 
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laying  afide  every  other  medicine.  His  urine, 

you  know,  was  at  firffc  very  fcanty,  and  de- 

* 

pofited  a  copious  lateritious  fediment.  His 
pulfe  was  from  no  to  120  in  the  minute, 
with  forne  creeping  interrupted  irregularity, 
and  was  at  the  fame  time  very  compreflible. 

It  did  not  appear  to  me,  that  any  confi- 
derable  mitigation  of  his  very  diftrefling  and 
unfavourable  fymptorns  took  place  till  the 
Digitalis  was  given  to  the  quantity  of  four 
grains  daily.  Then,  however,  the  urine  be¬ 
gan  to  flow  mofl  copioufly,  and  to  put  on  the 
natural  appearance ;  the  pulfe  to  lofe  much 
of  its  quicknefs,  and  fomewhat  of  its  irregu¬ 
larity  ;  the  anafarca,  the  dyfpnoea,  and  every 
appearance  of  hydrothorax,  gradually  to  di- 

1 

rninilh.  According  to  the  drifted:  obferva- 
tion,  the  quantity  of  urine,  for  the  fpace  of 
fome  weeks,  exceeded  that  of  every  defcrip- 
tion  of  fluid  fw a  11  Owed  in  the  proportion  of 
about  three  to  one. 

When  the  Digitalis  was  pufhed  beyond 
four  grains,  it  always  produced  lomething 
difagreeable  about  the  head,  fuch  as  .vertigo 
tumitus  aurium.  I  have  now  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  inform  you,  that  he  is  riding  out  every 

day 
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day  on  horfeback,  his  appetite  good,  his 
flrength  rapidly  increafing,  and  the  oppreffion 
of  his  lungs  completely  removed. 

*  *  *  # 

Mr.Bishoprick  of  York,  in  a  letter  to  Dr, 
Duncan,  gives  the  following  account  of  a  me¬ 
dicine  which  he  has  found  highly  efficacious 
in  cafes  of  uterine  hsemorrhagy. 

I  have  had  confiderable  experience  and 
fuccefs  in  the  practice  of  midwifery  in  this 
city  and  its  neighbourhood  for  more  than 
%  forty  years  ;  and  having  in  that  time  met 
with  many  very  troublefome,  and  dome  very 
dangerous,  cafes  of  uterine  haemorrhagy,  I 
beg  leave,  through  your  ufeful  repofitory,  to 
communicate  to  the  public,  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind,  a  medicine  which  I  have  found  of 
great  efficacy  in  relieving  fuch  cafes.  This 
confideration,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  render  it 
not  unworthy  of  attention,  efpecially  as  the 
health  of  that  clafs  of  patients,  who  are  the 
fubjedi  of  this  complaint,  is  of  the  utrnofl 
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confequence  to  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of 
both  themfelves  and  families. 


Compound  Vitriolic  Tincture. 

Take  of  burnt  vitriolated  copper,  common¬ 
ly  called  blue  vitriol,  eight  ounces,  of  dra¬ 
gon’s  blood  two  ounces,  of  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine  two  pints. 

Let  the  ingredients,  reduced  to  powder, 
and  put  into  a  matrafs  containing  the  fpirit, 
be  digefted  in  a  fand-heat  for  four  days,  fha- 
king  up  the  vefiel  three  or  four  times  a-day, 
and  then  let  the  tin&ure  be  decanted  off  clear 
for  ufe.  • 

The  burnt  vitriolated  copper  is  prepared 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  burnt  alum,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  dire&ions  of  the  College  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  in  their  Pharmacopoeia,  by  the  put¬ 
ting  the  ingredients  into  a  crucible,  and  fuf- 
fering  it  to  remain  upon  the  fire  until  it  ceafes 
to  bubble. 

This  preparation  firfl  came  into  my  hands 
as  a  noitrum ;  and  finding  it  upon  trial  to  af¬ 
ford  relief  beyond  my  expe&ation,  I  have  ne¬ 
arer  ventured  to  make  any  alteration  on  it, 
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otherwife  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  proportion 
of  blue  vitriol  is  much  larger  than  neceflary; 
but  as  I  apprehend  that  the  menftruum  cart 
only  dilfolve  a  certain  portion  of  the  ingre¬ 
dients  in  order  to  be  fully  faturated,  I  believe, 
provided  the  fpirit  of  wine  be  of  the  proper 
ftrength,  that  the  medicine  will  always  be 
uniformly  the  fame  ;  and  therefore,  any 
trifling  wafle  of  ingredients  can  be  of  no 
confequence.  With  refpeft,  however,  to  the 
dragon’s  blood,  if  the  gum  kino  were  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  dead,  it  would  be  an  improve¬ 
ment  fimilar  to  that  which  was  made  by  the 
Edinburgh  College,  when  they  reformed  the 
«  prefcription  for  the  flyptic  powder,  now  call¬ 
ed  the  Compound  Powder  of  Alum. 

My  ufual  mode  of  adminiftering  the  tinc¬ 
ture  was  by  giving  from  forty  to  flxty  drops 
in  an  ounce  of  red-port  wine  mixed  with  an 
ounce  of  water  three  or  four  times  a-day. 
The  dofes  have  fometimes  been  enlarged,  al¬ 
though  not  often,  but  generally  without  any 
inconvenience.  The  tin&ure,  in  forne  cafes, 
may  likewife  be  given  with  propriety,  in 
draughts  coinciding  with  the  general  inten¬ 
tion.  In  thefe,  the  principal  ingredient  may 
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be  either  nitre,  neutralifed  fait  of  wormwood, 
or  the  Peruvian  bark,  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
practitioner. 

Patients  with  delicate  flomachs  will  fome- 
times,  though  rarely,  be  affe&ed  with  a  flight 
degree  of  naufea  from  the  ufe  of  the  tincture. 
In  fuch  cafes,  it  will  be  advifable  to  omit  five 
or  ten  drops,  more  or  lefs,  of  the  former  dofe, 
until  the  medicine  (hall  fit  eafily  upon  the  flo- 
mach.  I  know  of  no  other  operative  effect, 
except  that  it  fometimes  proves  rather  aflrin- 
gent. 

In  cafes  of  confiderable  uterine  difcharges 
continuing  after  natural  labours  or  mifcar- 
riages,  likewife  in  cafes  of  menorrhagia,  or 
the  overflowing  of  the  menfes  in  non-preg- 
nant  women,  I  have  experienced  the  mofl  ex¬ 
traordinary  good  efle&s  from  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  this  medicine.  Some  good  efle&s 
have  generally  been  perceptible  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days  ;  and  I  have  met  with  very  few 
cafes  which  were  not  materially  relieved  by 
it,  of  which  a  confiderable  number  have  been 
perfectly  cured.  Indeed,  my  reliance  on  the 
efficacy  of  the  medicine  has  been  fuch,  that 
for  more  than  thirty  years  pafi  I  have  very 

feldom 
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feldom  given  it  in  any  other  vehicle  than  a 
little  red  port  and  water,  or  with  any  other 
medicine,  coinciding  with  the  fame  intention 
during  its  ufe. 


*  *  *  $ 

Dr.  Paterson,  phyfician  at  Londonder¬ 
ry,  has  circulated  among  his  friends  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  an  undertaking  of  his  re- 
fpefting  meteorological  obfervations. 

Meteorology. 

Different  opinions  have  long  been  entertain- 
•  ed,  and  are  ftill  held,  refpecting  the  influence 
of  the  air  upon  the  human  body,  as  well  in 
producing  as  in  promoting  health  and  difeafe. 
That  a  material  connexion  exifts  between 
thefe  ftates  of  our  frame  and  the  element  in 
which  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being,  is 
incontrovertibly  proved  by  obfervation  and 
experience.  Could  we  trace  this  connection, 
and  obtain  even  a  tolerable  notion  of  ns  laws, 
what  a  delightful  profpect  would  it  open  to 
our  view,  and  how  valuable  an  acquifition 
would  it  be  for  medicine  and  for  mankind  1 

If 
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If  ever  there  was  a  time  to  attempt  fueh  a  re- 
fearch,  this  is  the  conjundure :  Now*  when 
chemiftry  has  unfolded  the  nature  of  aerial 
fluids ;  when  thefe  fluids  are  already  applied 
to  medical  purpofes ;  when  the  conftitution 
of  the  atmofphere  is  diligently  explored ; 
when  the  arts  teem  with  fuitable  inftruments ; 
and  when  a  more  pure  and  rational  philofo- 
phy  is  known  in  the  world. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  favourable  circum- 
ftances,  Dr.  Paterfon  has  ventured  to  under¬ 
take,  and  has  at  prefent  in  confiderable  for- 
wardnefs,  a  work  which  he  intends  to  pu- 
blifh,  under  the  title  of  Specimens  of  Phiiofo- 
phicai,  Mechanical,  and  Medical  Inquiry,  de- 
figned  for  the  purpofe  of  tracing  the  relation 
of  meteorology  to  medicine. 

This  work,  which  comprehends  feveral 
correlative  topics,  mu  ft  confequently  em¬ 
brace  a  variety  of  matter  ;  and  therefore  the 
exertions  of  an  individual,  be  they  ever  fo 
ftrenuous,  cannot  render  it  as  ufeful,  and  de- 
ferving  public  notice,  as  they  might  do  by  the 
help  of  enlarged  correfpondence.  Not  only 
the  philofopher,  the  phyfician,  and  the  artift, 
but  the  private  gentleman  and  the  farmer, 

nay, 
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nay,  even  the  plained  obferver,  may  contri¬ 
bute  ufeful  information  on  the  fubject. 

The  principal  points  demanding  attention 
are,  the  topography  of  the  place  where  the  ob¬ 
servations  are  made,  the  direction  and  force 
of  the  winds,  the  quantity  of  rain,  and  num¬ 
ber  of  rainy  days,  the  degree  and  frequency 
of  hail,  fnow,  froft,  aurora  borealis  and  au- 
ftralis,  lunar  halo,  and  thunder  and  lightning, 
the  appearance  of  clouds,  the  eudiometrical 
condition  of  the  air,  and  the  ranges  of  the 
barometer,  thermometer,  and  hygrometer. 
Thefe  are  the  general  objects.  The  particu¬ 
lar  ones  are,  in  the  province  of  the  phyfician, 
the  date  of  difeafes,  efpecially  epidemics ; 
and  in  that  of  the  farmer,  the  progrefs  of  ve¬ 
getation.  In  the  courfe  of  obfervatipn  in  fo 
extenfive  a  field,  other  things  may  occur, 
which  might  like  wife  be  turned  to  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and  which,  with  intelligence  on  the 
above  heads,  or  on  as  many  of  them  as  can 
be  noted,  will  be  thankfully  received. 

Communications  may  be  fent,  directed  to 
Mr.  J.  Johnfon,  bookfeller,  St,  Paul’s  Church¬ 
yard,  London  ;  to  Melf.  Bell  and  Bradfute, 
bookfellers,  Edinburgh  ;  to  Mr.  W.  Gilbert, 

bookfeller. 
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bookfeller,  Dublin;  to  Mr.  W. Chamberlaine* 
furgeon,  Aylefbury-ftreet,  London  ;  or  to  the 
author,  at  Londonderry. 

*  #  #  # 

In  cur  laft  volume  we  gave  fome  account 
of  a  propofal  for  eftablifhing  an  inftitution 
for  afcertalning  the  effects  of  elaftic  fluids  in 
various  difeafes,  and  for  difcovering  the  beft 
method  of  procuring  and  applying  them. 
We  are  happy  to  fay,  that  the  defign,  though 
but  lately  propofed,  has  found  many  refpect* 
able  fupporters,  both  among  the  molt  diflin- 
guifhed  of  the  nobility,  and  the  moft  eminent 
of  the  medical  praCti tioners. 

The  following  advertifement,  which  has 
lately  appeared,  will  convey  to  our  readers 
fome  farther  idea  of  the  nature  of  this  inftitu* 
tion,  than  the  article  contained  in  our  laft 
volume. 

Medical  Pneumatic  Institution. 

From  various  trials  of  the  inhalation  and 
external  application  of  factitious  airs  in  the 
Bath  and  Manchefter  Hofpitals,  as  well  as  in 

private 
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private  practice,  there  is  good  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  they  will  prove  efficacious  in  many 
diforders  which  have  hitherto  appeared  irre¬ 
mediable,  particularly  in  cancer  and  other 
malignant  ulcers,  in  palfy,  and  in  confump- 
tion.  In  order  to  difcover  the  bed  mode  of 
application  of  thefe  fubftances,  many  emi¬ 
nent  phyficians  and  philofophers  have  appro¬ 
ved  of  the  formation  of  a  temporary  inflitu- 
tion,  where  rooms  may  be  filled  with  air  pro¬ 
perly  modified ;  which  will  probably  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  a  complete  trial  of  this  practice  in 
fome  difeafes,  where  experiments  may  be 
commodioufly  made  on  the  difeafes  of  ani¬ 
mals,  and  where  long  continued  proceffes  of 
inveftigation  can  be  carried  on  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  ufeful  difcoveries. 

This  treatment  has  been  imperfectly  ap¬ 
plied  to  many  patients  ;  and,  according  to  the 
teftimonies  of  Dr.  Beddoes,  Dr.  Ewart,  Dr. 
Thornton,  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Townfhend,  the 
Manchefter  practitioners,  and  others,  with 
unexpected  fuccefs,  fo  much  has  been  clear¬ 
ly  evinced,  that  it  is  perfectly  fafe,  where  the 
caution  at  all  times  neceffary  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  phyfic  is  employed.  It  is  moreover 
2  capable 
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capable  of  almoft  infinite  variation  and  im¬ 
provement.  And  when  men  of  fcience  are 
allured  their  fuggeftion  will  be  carried  into 
effeft,  as  in  the  eftablifhment  propofed,  they 
will  be  likely  to  exert  their  inventive  powers 
in  behalf  of  humanity.  The  inftitution  will 
be  conduced  in  the  mofl  open  manner  pof- 
fible,  and  accounts  of  its  progrefs  regularly 
publifhed. 

Subfcriptions  for  this  inftitution  are  recei¬ 
ved  by  eminent  bankers  and  bookfellers  in 
different  large  towns,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Coutts  and  Co.  bankers  in  the  Strand, 
London,  and  by  MefT.  Bell  and  Bradfute, 
bookfellers,  Edinburgh. 

Dr.  Thomas  Garnet,  lately  phyfician  at 
Harrogate,  already  well  known  to  the  medi¬ 
cal  world  by  feveral  ingenious  publications, 
has  communicated,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Dun¬ 
can,  the  following  account  of  good  effe&s 
obtained  from  the  fulphurated  vegetable  al¬ 
kali,  or  liver  of  fulphur,  as  it  has  commonly 
been  called,  and  powder  of  charcoal. 
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I  intended  to  have  fent  you  by  Mr.  Birk- 
beck  a  few  cafes  of  florid  confumption,  in 

which  I  have  fucceeded  by  the  kali  fulphura- 

•  _  ~ 

turn  and  powder  of  charcoal.  But  I  am  un¬ 
der  the  neceflity  of  delaying  it  til!  fome  fu¬ 
ture  opportunity.  In  the  mean  time,  I  fhall 
give  you  a  (hort  account  of  this  praCtice. 

Abouthalf  a  dra  chm  of  each  of  the  articles 
I  have  mentioned,  mixed  together,  is  taken 
four  or  five  times  a-day,  in  a  little  warm  wa¬ 
ter.  Though  the  expectoration  be  thick  and 
dry,  and  the  breathing  difficult,  in  a  few  days 
the  expectoration  becomes  more  free,  the 
breathing  much  better,  and  the  florid  colour 
foon  leaves  the  face. 

.  I  imagine  that  the  kali  fulphuratum,  on  its 
folution  in  water,  generates  a  very  large 
quantity  of  fulphurated  hydrogen  gas  ;  much 
of  which  is  diflolved  by  the  chyle,  and  carried 
into  the  blood,  where  the  hydrogen  unites 
with  the  oxygen,  and  forms  water.  Thus  it 
diminifhes  the  quantity  of  oxygen  in  the 
blood,  perhaps  more  powerfully  than  the  in¬ 
halation  of  airs,  as  propofed  by  Dr.  Beddoes. 
It  is  certainly  a  much  more  convenient  mode 
of  obtaining  this  effect.  If  a  piece  of  paper 
Vol.  X.  Dec.  II.  A  a  on 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  II. 


37° 

on  which  characters  have  been  written  with  a 
folution  of  the  cerufla  acetata,  be  dipt  in  the 
urine  of  patients  who  have  taken  the  kali  ful- 
phuratum  for  a  day  or  two,  the  characters 
are  turned  nearly  as  black  as  when  fuch  a  pa¬ 
per  has  been  immerfed  in  the  fulphur-water 
of  Harrogate.  This  is  almoft  a  certain  proof 
that  the  fulphurated  hydrogen  is  taken  into 
the  blood.  I  do  not  know  that  the  powder  of 
charcoal  adds  much  to  the  efficacy  of  this  me¬ 
dicine,  as  I  apprehend  that  it  cannot  be 
taken  into  the  blood ;  but  I  imagine  that  it 
may  diminiffi  the  quantity  of  oxygen,  which 
the  vegetables,  and  other  food  which  we  take 
into  the  ftomach,  contain  ;  and  thus  not  only 
diminiffi  the  quantity  of  that  principle  taken 
into  the  fyftem,  but  affift  alfo  the  fulphura¬ 
ted  hydrogen.  I  am  of  opinion,  from  what 
I  have  feen,  that  this  remedy,  if  taken  in 
confiderable  quantity,  would  fo  far  diminiffi 
the  proportion  of  oxygen  in  the  blood,  as  to 
produce  real  fea-fcurvy. 

X 

*  #  #  # 

Mr.  P.  Nurse y,  at  prefent  engaged  in  the 
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ftudy  of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  has  com¬ 
municated  to  Dr.  Duncan  the  following  ex- 
trad  of  a  letter  from  a  friend  of  his,  a  fur- 
geon  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  an  ingenious  contrivance  for  frac¬ 
tures. 

“  You  may  recoiled  my  mentioning  to  you 
an  ingenious  fradure-box.  It  has  now  re¬ 
ceived  a  full  trial.  By  this  fuperlative  effort 
of  genius,  a  perfon  with  a  fradured  leg  is 
enabled,  the  day  after  the  accident,  to  rife 
from  his  bed,  and  fit  at  table  with  his  family 
at  dinner.  His  leg  is  bound  up  with  the 
greateff  expedition  and  eafe  ;  and  thofe  who 
have  fuffered  pain  even  to  delirium  with  bad 
fradures,  have  found  very  confiderable  relief 
foon  after  the  application  of  the  apparatus. 

“  When  it  is  properly  fixed  on  the  leg,  the 
patient  may  turn  himfelf  in  bed,  from  one 
fide  to  the  other,  in  any  pofition,  without  the 
lead  inconvenience  or  difturbance  to  the  dif- 
eafed  part ;  and  he  is  even  able  to  get  out  of 
bed  with  the  affiftance  of  one  perfon.  I  wifh 
it  were  in  my  power  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
its  mechanifm  ;  but  defcription  lags  behind, 
even  in  its  utility,  much  more  in  its  exten- 
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five  motion,  adapting  itfelf  to  every  poflible 
pofition  of  the  body.  Its  conftruction,  not- 
withftanding  this,  is  truly  fimple.  It  is  made 
by  Jacob  Stanton  of  Weybread  in  Suffolk. 
It  needs  only  to  be  known,  to  be  univerfally 
adopted  ;  and  what  I  have  faid  is  only  from  a 
Itrong  conviction  of  its  utility.” 

^  *  #  * 

In  our  volume  of  Commentaries  for  1793, 
we  inferted  an  advertisement  from  the  Royal 
Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  refpe&ing 
a  prize-queltion  on  the  fubjeft  of  animal 
ele&ricity.  In  confequence  of  that  adver¬ 
tifement,  an  elfay  was  tranfmitted  to  their  fe- 
cretary,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  decide  on  the  merits  of 
the  refpedlive  differtations,  difplayed  great  in¬ 
genuity  ;  but  they  did  not  conlider  it  as  en¬ 
titled  to  the  prize,  as  the  author  attempted  to 
anlwer  the  firfl  only  of  the  queries  propofed. 
The  Society  have  therefore  renewed  their  of- 
-fer  of  a  puze  of  twenty-five  guineas  for  the 
bed  experimental  elfay  on  the  fame  four  que¬ 
ries  which  were  inferted  in  our  former  vo- 
2  lume  ; 
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lume ;  and  the  fame  committee,  whofe  names 
we  formerly  mentioned,  Drs.  Adair,  Black, 
&c.  are  appointed  to  examine  the  effays,  and 
to  adjudge  the  prize  to  that  which  they  fhall 
deem  moll  deferving.  Other  effays,  on  ap¬ 
plication  being  made  to  the  fecretary,  will  be 
returned  as  directed,  with  the  letters  accom¬ 
panying  them  unopened. 

Effays  may  be  written  in  Englifh,  French, 
or  Latin,  and  mufi:  be  tranfmitted  to  the  fe¬ 
cretary  of  the  fociety  before  the  ifl  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1796.  Each  effay  muf:  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  fealed  letter,  containing  the 
motto  prefixed  to  the  effay,  and  the  name 
and  abode  of  the  author. 

We  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Harveian  So¬ 
ciety  of  Edinburgh,  for  encouraging  experi¬ 
mental  inquiry  among  the  ftudents  of  medi¬ 
cine,  by  propofing  prize-queftions.  For  fome 
years  paft,  in  confequence  of  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  this  plan  has  been  interrupted. 

The  fociety,  however,  have  again  refolved  to 

A  a  3  refume 
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refume  it,  by  propofing  the  five  following 
quedions  for  five  fuccefiive  years. 

For  1796,  an  experimental  inquiry,  de- 
mondrating  the  effe&s  produced  on  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  in  a  date  of  health,  by  the  cold 
bath,  where  the  heat  of  the  water  is  below 
feventy  degrees ;  the  difeafes  in  which  it  may 
be  employed  with  advantage ;  and  the  bad 
confequences  which  are  to  be  dreaded  from 
it  in  certain  affections. 

For  1797,  an  experimental  inquiry,  de- 
monftrating  the  effeds  produced  in  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  in  a  date  of  health,  by  the  tepid 
bath,  where  the  heat  of  the  water  is  from  fe¬ 
venty  to  ninety  degrees  in  Farenheit’s  thermo¬ 
meter  ;  the  difeafes  in  which  it  may  be  em¬ 
ployed  with  advantage ;  and  the  bad  confe¬ 
quences  which  are  to  be  dreaded  from  it  in 
certain  dates  of  the  fydem. 

For  1798,  an  experimental  inquiry,  de- 
mondrating  the  effeCis  produced  on  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  in  a  date  of  health,  by  the  hot  bath, 
where  the  heat  of  the  water  is  above  ninety- 
fix  degrees  in  Farenheit’s  thermometer  ;  the 
difeafes  in  which  it  may  be  employed  with  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  the  bad  confequences  which 
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are  to  be  dreaded  from  it  in  certain  dates  of 
the  fyflem. 

For  17993  an  experimental  inquiry,  de- 
mondrating  the  effe&s  produced  on  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  in  a  date  of  health,  by  the  vapour 
bath,  and  its  influence  in  removing  or  in- 
creafing  difeafes. 

For  1800,  an  experimental  inquiry,  de- 
monflrating  the  efle&s  produced  on  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  in  a  date  of  health,  by  the  medica¬ 
ted  vapour  bath,  and  its  influence  in  remo- 

r  '  m 

ving  or  increafing  difeafes. 

Diflertations  on  thefe  fubje&s  mud  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  Dr.  Duncan,  phyfician,  or  to  Mr. 
John  Bell,  furgeon  in  Edinburgh,  Secretaries 
to  the  fociety,  on  or  before  the  3  id  day  of  De¬ 
cember  of  the  year  for  which  the  quedion  is 
propofed.  Each  diflertation  mud  be  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  fealed  letter,  containing  the 
name  and  addrefs  of  the  author,  and  marked 
on  the  back  with  any  particular  motto,  which 
mud  alfo  be  prefixed  to  the  diflertations  to 
which  it  belongs. 

The  only  prize  tp  be  given  by  the  fociety 
to  the  fuccefsful  candidate,  is  a  copy  of  the 
quarto  edition  of  Dr.  Harvey’s  Works,  pub- 
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lifhed  by  the  College  of  Phyficians  of  Lon¬ 
don.  Bat  he  is  left  at  full  liberty  to  employ 
his  dilfertation  afterward  in  any  way  he  may 
think  proper.  And  accordingly  different  dif- 
fertations  prefented  to  the  Harveian  Society 
have,  in  confequence  of  publication,  been 
productive  both  of  confiderable  honour  and 
emolument  to  the  authors. 

On  the  ffrfh  fubjeCt  propofed,  the  effeCts 
of  cold  bathing,  the  fociety  expect  that  can¬ 
didates  fliould  endeavour  to  afcertain  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  partial  as  well  as  of  general  cold 
bathing  ;  the  differences  in  the  effects  from 
bathing  in  frefh  water  and  in  fea-water,  if 
any  fuch  differences  really  do  exifl  ;  the  va¬ 
rieties  in  the  effects  produced  from  different 
modes  of  cold  bathing,  as  the  fhower  bath, 
fudden  and  total  immerfion,  mere  wafhing  of 
the  body,  and  the  like  ;  and  the  varieties  in 
the  effects  produced  from  the  length  of  time, 
for  which  cold  bathing  under  any  form  is 
continued.  They  will  alfo,  with  pleafure, 
attend  to  any  collateral  inquiries  which  the 
experiments  performed  by  candidates  may 
fugged  to  them  in  the  courfe  of  their  in- 
veftigations. 
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Some  encouragement  may  perhaps  be  af¬ 
forded  to  future  competitors,  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  the  fubje&s  formerly  propofed 
by  the  Harveian  Society,  with  a  lift  of  the  fuc- 
cefsful  candidates.  Thofe  to  which  the  letter 
P.  is  fubjoined  have  been  publifhed  fince  the 
prize  was  adjudged  to  them. 

An  experimental  eflay  on  the  beft  criterion 
for  diftinguilhing  matter  from  mucus. 

Mr.  Charles  Darwin,  from  Litchfield.  P. 

I 

An  experimental  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of 

the  red  colour  of  the  blood. 

*■  » 

Dr.  Edward  Stevens,  from  St.  Croix. 

An  experimental  inquiry  concerning  the  na¬ 
ture  and  properties  of  the  coagulable  lymph, 
or  gluten  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  Edward  Broughton,  from  Briftol. 

An  experimental  inquiry  concerning  the 
nature  and  properties  of  the  bile. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Stokes,  from  Worcefter. 

An  inquiry  concerning  the  nature  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  milk. 

Mr.  Richard  Kentilh,  from  Yorkfhire. 

Mr.  Samuel  Ferris,  from  Wiltfhire.  P. 


An 
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An  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  properties 
of  the  Peruvian  bark. 

Mr.  Ralph  Irving,  from  Selkirkfhire.  P. 

Mr.  Thomas  Skeete,  from  Barbadoes.  P. 

1784.  An  experimental  inquiry  concern¬ 
ing  the  nature  and  properties  of  Ipecacuan¬ 
ha. 

Mr.  Ralph  Irving,  from  Selkirkfhire. 

1785.  An  inquiry  concerning  the  nature 
and  properties  of  Opium. 

Mr.  John  Leigh,  from  Virginia. 

An  experimental  inquiry  into  the  nature 
and  properties  of  the  Hyofciamus  niger  of 
Linnaeus. 

a 

Mr.  Benjamin  Smith  Barton,  fromThila- 
delphia. 

An  inquiry  concerning  the  chemical  and 
medical  properties  of  thofe  fubftances  called 
Lithontriptics,  and  particularly  their  effe&s  on 
human  calculus. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Pinto  Azeredo,  from  Brazil. 

,  * 

1 . 

#  *  *  # 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Harveian 
Society,  on  the  1  ith  of  April  1795,  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam 
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liam  Brown,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Sur¬ 
geons  of  Edinburgh,  read  to  the  Society  an 
account  of  the  life,  writings,  and  character 
of  the  late  John  Hunter,  Efq.  furgeon  of  Lon¬ 
don.  Dr.  Brown,  in  this  eulogium  on  Mr. 
Hunter,  did  much  credit  to  himfelf,  both  by 
the  elegance  of  the  compofition,  and  by  the 
medical  erudition  which  it  demonftrated. 
Without  being  either  an  enthufiaftic  admirer 
of  all  that  Mr.  Hunter  has  written,  or  anxious 
only  to  detect  faults,  he  eftimated  the  merit 
of  his  different  publications  with  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  difcernment.  He  at  the  fame  time 
palTed  a  juft  cenfure  on  thofe  who  have  writ¬ 
ten  lives  of  Mr.  Hunter,  apparently  with  no 
other  intention  but  that  of  detracting  from 
merit,  which  they  are  incapable  either  of  e- 
qualling,  or  even  of  imitating. 

When  fpeaking  of  thefe  malevolent  defa- 
mers,  among  other  particulars,  he  made  the 
following  obfervation. 

“  His1  ardour  of  difpofition,  and  defire  of 
excellence,  led  him  into  feveral  difputes  with 
his  cotemporaries.  The  public  were  made 
arbiters  of  the  feveral  claims,  and  it  is  with 
them  to  award  decifion.  His  generous  op¬ 
ponents 
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ponents  have  paid,  and  will  pay,  due  tribute 
to  his  abilities,  while  they  correct  his  errors. 
Honeft  minds  can  difcriminate  between  error 
and  unworthinefs. 

To  recount  his  weakneffes  affords  no  fa- 
tisfa&ion  ;  they  are  not  objects  for  our  imi¬ 
tation  ;  but  they  lofe  half  their  deformity, 
when  exhibited  by  the  polluted  hand  of  De¬ 
traction.” 

As  feveral  different  lives  of  Mr.  Hunter 
have  already  appeared,  much  new  informa¬ 
tion  cannot  be  expected.  We  would,  how- 
ever,  fain  hope  that  Dr.  Brown  may  yet  pre- 
fent  his  difcourfe  at  full  length  to  the  public. 
The  picture  which  he  draws  of  Mr.  Hunter 
may  animate  the  exertions  of  future  inqui¬ 
rers  into  the  philofophy  of  nature. 

•  * 

,  ••  *  *  /•-  1 

#  *  *  * 

Professor  Reil  of  Halle  in  Saxony  has 
tranfmitted  to  us  an  advertifement  of  his,  re- 
fpefting  an  intended  new  periodical  publica¬ 
tion,  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation 
from  the  German  language. 
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Advertisement. 

I  intend  to  publifh,  from  the  Curtifchen 
bookfellery  at  Halle,  an  archive  of  phyfio- 
logy.  In  this  publication  are  meant  to  be 
colle&ed  wrecks  of  literature  which  might 
otherwife  be  loft ;  and  whatever  in  general 
may  contribute  to  the  improvement  and  per- 
fe&ion  of  phyfiology,  which  is  the  only  fure 
foundation  of  rational  practice  in  medicine. 

Treatifes  on  the  following  fubje&s  will  be 
received  into  this  work. 

i ft.  Chemical  difquifitions  concerning  the 
component  parts  and  mixture  of  organic 
bodies. 

If  the  appearances  of  animal  bodies,  as  is 
highly  probable,  depend  upon  the  matter  of 
which  they  are  compofed  ;  and  if  their  refpec- 
tive  phenomena  be  the  refult  of  a  peculiar 
mixture  of  parts,  chemiftry,  which  makes  us 
acquainted  with  thefe  materials,  muft  chiefly 
pave  the  way  for  a  rational  natural  philofo- 
phy  of  the  animal  body. 

■id.  Treatifes  on  the  pure  or  general  phy¬ 
fiology  of  animated  nature,  applied  to  animal 
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bodies  ;  juft  expofitions  of  cohefions,  gravity, 
expanfibility,  and  the  various  modifications 
of  thefe  in  animal  bodies. 

This  fpecies  of  pure  phyfiology  ffiould  afford 
us  a  fatisfa&ory  explanation  of  the  efficient 
caufes  of  the  phenomena  of  animal  bodies, 
from  the  common  properties  of  animal  mat¬ 
ter  ;  and  from  the  powers  and  laws  according 
to  which  it  produces  its  effe&s,  it  ought  to 
point  out  to  us,  how  they  aft,  either  by  them- 
felves,  or  in  combination  with  the  power  of 
life ;  and  in  what  manner  the  general  powrers 

and  properties  of  the  animal  kingdom  are 

% 

changed  and  modified  by  the  vital  principle 
in  animal  bodies. 

3 d,  Effays  on  the  ftru&ute  and  form  of 
animal  bodies  explained  upon  the  mechani¬ 
cal  and  mathematical  principles,  by  which 
the  powers  of  animal  matter  are  directed,  and 
its  operations  determined  to  the  moft  proper 
ends. 

4 th.  Effays  on  the  anatomy  of  plants  and 
animals,  as  far  as  it  ferves  to  illuftrate  the 
phyfiology  of  the  animal  machine. 

$ih.  Effays  on  the  phyfiology  of  plants,  and 
of  irrational  animals,  which  by  analogy  can 

lead 
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lead  us  to  a  knowledge  of  the  phyfiology  of 
the  human  body. 

6th .  Difquifitions  on  the  power  of  life,  its 
caufes,  determinations,  modifications,  and  the 
laws  by  which  it  operates. 

7 th.  Pfychologicai  confiderations,  afford¬ 
ing  a  more  accurate  expofition  of  the  laws 
by  which  matter  is  changed  in  confequence 
of  the  operations  of  the  mind. 

8th.  Extra&s,  profpectufes,  and  reviews 
of  phyfiological  works,  pubiifned  in  Germa¬ 
ny,  and  elfewhere. 

In  this  archive,  I  will  thankfully  receive,  not 
only  effays  and  extra&s  from  printed  books, 
particularly  from  foreign  publications  and  pe¬ 
riodical  magazines,  but  alfo  original  effays 
contributed  by  my  cotemporaries.  But  with 
refpe&  to  the  latter,  J  muft  prescribe  the  fol¬ 
lowing  conditions. 

1 ft.  They  muft  be  tranfmitted  to  me  in  eve¬ 
ry  inftance  without  the  name  of  the  author. 
I  can  thus  fubjeft  them  to  the  ftri&eft  exami¬ 
nation,  whether  they  be  conformable  to  the 
intention  of  my  publication,  without  fufpi- 
cion  of  partiality.  The  authors  however  may, 
if  they  pleafe,  after  the  publication  of  their 
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effays,  inform  me  of  their  names,  which  fhall 
in  that  cafe  be  publifhed  in  the  enfuing  num¬ 
ber. 

2 d.  I  will  upon  no  account  receive  ground- 
lefs  hypothefis,  and  vain  difputes  of  phyfi- 
cians,  upon  fubje&s  which  cannot  be  invefti- 
gated,  either  in  our  prefent  Hate,  or  at  any 
future  period,  and  which  are  not  the  obje&s 
of  experiment.  I  wilh  to  record  only  matters 
of  fa£t,  and  refults  which  can  be  deduced 
from  accurate  experiments.  I  particularly 
wifh,  that  my  archives  may  ferve  to  promote 
a  more  full  inveftigation,  and  more  accurate 
conception,  of  thofe  laws  by  which  animal 
bodies  a£t.  Solitary  experiments,  which  have 
no  tendency  to  lead  us  to  underftand  the 
nature  of  animal  bodies,  are  of  no  utility. 
We  inuft  fearch  for  the  caufes  of  their  phe¬ 
nomena,  till  we  trace  the  feries  to  an  origin 
which  cannot  be  farther  the  object  of  our 
fenfes.  Few  phiiofophers  have  in  a  fhort  fpace 
of  time,  by  obfervation  and  reafoning,  fo  ac¬ 
curately  determined  the  rules  of  agency  of 
inanimate  bodies,  that  they  can  deduce  con- 
fequences  which  on  application  hand  the 
proof.  But  what  have  numberlefs  phyficians 
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dans  done  in  fo  long  a  fpace  of  time  in  the 
phyfics  of  animal  bodies  ?  In  reality,  very 
little.  And  yet  the  operations  of  animal  bo¬ 
dies  follow  as  certain  and  unalterable  laws ; 
and  their  phenomena  in  fimilar  circumftan- 
ces  are  analogous  to  thofe  occurring  in  inani¬ 
mate  nature.  It  is  however  true,  that  the 
powers  of  animal  bodies  continually  undergo 
peculiar  changes,  partly  by  means  of  their 
inherent  nature,  and  partly  by  their  peculiar 
fun&ions.  Hence  the  ftudy  of  the  phenome¬ 
na  belonging  to  them  becomes  more  diffi- 
cult,  but  at  the  fame  time  more  interefling, 
and  more  important,  to  the  eye  of  the  natural 
philofopher. 

The  fcience  of  medicine  is  at  prefent  little 
more  than  crude  empiricifm,  and  its  received 
theoretical,  as  well  as  practical  principles,  are 
fubverted  by  every  fucceffive  attack.  We  fhail 
never  eftablifh  a  firm  foundation  for  medi¬ 
cine,  if  we  do  not  adopt  this  method  of  in- 
vefligation,  and  try  to  find  out  the  laws  which 
direct  the  agency  of  animal  bodies  in  health, 
as  well  as  in  difeafe.  In  this  way  only  fliall 
we  acquire  a  general  view  of  the  phenomena 
of  animal  bodies,  introduce  fimplicity  into 
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phyfiology,  and  be  enabled  to  predidt  pheno¬ 
mena  in  certain  circumltances. 

3^.  I  cannot  give  any  gratuity  for  the  ar¬ 
ticles  fent  me,  partly  becaufe  1  cannot  efli- 
niate  the  profits  which  may  arife  from  the 
work,  and  partly  becaufe  I  mull  be  at  a  great 
expence  in  procuring  books,  and  other  articles 
of  intelligence,  from  foreign  countries.  I 
have  no  views  to  gain  by  the  undertaking, 
but  fhall  fell  the  publication  at  a  reafonable 
price ;  and  the  furplus,  after  deducing  ex¬ 
pellees,  fhall  be  applied  to  fome  benevolent 
purpofe.  I  hope  that  every  phyfician  who 
loves  his  art,  and  knows  its  defeds,  will,  from 
motives  of  philanthropy  and  patriotifm,  with¬ 
out  interefted  confiderations,  drive  to  exert 
himfelf  for  the  benefit  of  his  cotemporaries 
and  of  pollen  ty. 

Retl. 

ProfeiTor  at  Halle, 

v  .  ■  ■ 

#  *  *  % 

An  Experimental  Effay  on  Opium,  by  an 
ingenious  young  phyfician,  Dr.  Alexander 
Philip  Wiifon,  already  favourably  known  to 

the 
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the  public  by  his  Inquiry  into  the  Remote 
Caufes  of  Urinary  Gravel,  publifhed  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  in  the  year  1792,  is  at  prefent  in  the 
prefs,  and  will  very  foon  be  publifhed.  To  the 
trials  made  with  opium,  are  fubjoinedfome  Ex¬ 
periments  on  Tobacco.  Although  both  thefe 
articles  have  frequently  been  the  fubject  of 
invefligation  with  ingenious  men,  yet  our 
knowledge  of  their  action  ftill  continues  in 
many  refpeCts  very  imperfect ;  and  we  would 
fain  hope  that  what  Dr.  Wilfon  has  done 
will  tend  in  fome  degree  to  elucidate  this  fub- 
je£t,  and  to  reconcile  phenomena  apparently 
contradictory. 

a  *  9  # 

f 

A  short  but  ufeful  work  on  natural  hi- 
ftory,  a  French  tranflation  from  the  German 
of  M.  Raff,  was  publifhed  about  two  years 
ago,  at  Amfterdam,  under  the  title  of  Abrege 
d’Hiftoire  Naturelle  pour  PinfiruCtion  de  ia 
jeuneffe.  Par.  M.  Perrauit.  An  Englifh  tran¬ 
flation  of  this  work  has  been  for  fome  time  in 

the  prefs,  at  Edinburgh,  and  probably  will 

* 

foon  be  publifhed.  It  will,  we  hope,  tend  not 
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a  little  to  facilitate  the  ftudy  of  a  fcience  with, 
which  no  one,  particularly  no  medical  prac¬ 
titioner,  fhould  be  unacquainted. 

*  *  # 

Mr.  G.  Schmeisser,  of  the  Royal  Societies 
of  London  and  Edinburgh,  well  known  by  fe- 
veral  valuable  chemical  publications  during 
the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  which  he  palled  in 
Edinburgh,  tranflated  from  the  German  lan¬ 
guage  a  work  intitled  Chemico-Phyfiological 
Obfervations  on  Plants.  By  M.  Von  IJllar. 
This  tranllation  has  been  for  fome  time  in 
the  prefs,  at  Edinburgh,  and  will  foon  be  pub¬ 
lished.  To  the  ingenious  obfervations*  con¬ 
tained  in  the  original,  Mr.  Schmeifler  has 
made  feveral  intereffcing  additions.  We  have 
therefore  no  doubt  that  the  philofophical  read¬ 
er  will  receive  much  gratification  from  a  care¬ 
ful  perufal  of  this  treatife  in  its  Englilh  drefs. 

#  #  *  # 

Some  time  ago.  Dr.  Roxburgh,  botanifl  to 
the  Ealt  India  Company,  on  the  Madras  efta- 
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blifhment,  publifhed,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Company,  the  firft  number  of  an  elegant 
and  ufeful  work,  the  Coromandel  Plants.  A 
fecond  number  of  that  work,  under  the  fame 
patronage,  and  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Jo- 
feph  Banks,  will,  we  are  told,  be  fpeedily 
publifhed. 

Another  work  is  alfo  in  preparation,  under 
the  patronage  of  the  prefent  directors  of  the 
Eafl  India  Company,  by  Dr.  P.  Ruffel,  who 
was  Dr.  Roxburgh’s  predeceffor  at  Madras, 
treating  of  the  ferpents  of  India,  and  fhewing, 
both  by  experiment  and  anatomy,  thole  which 
are  poifonous,  and  thofe  which  are  not. 

Mr.  Von  Humboldt  is  preparing  for  the 
prefs,  at  Gottingen,  a  work  containing  phyfio- 
logical  experiments  on  flimulated  nerves  and 
mufcular  fibres.  He  has  now  been  engaged 
in  it  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  and  hopes 
to  complete  his  manufcript  this  autumn.  Mr* 
Von  Humboldt  flatters  himfelf,  we  are  told, 
that  his  experiments  on  animal  electricity,  as 
it  is  called,  have  led  him  to  valuable  hints 
refpe&ing  the  vital  powers,  and  the  functions 
of  the  nervous  fyftem,  as  well  as  the  vita  pro- 
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pria  of  particular  organs,  and  even  the  deter- 

I  t 

mination  of  the  limits  of  animality. 

The  infecurity  of  navigation,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  war,  has  induced  Dr.  Bloch  of 
Berlin  to  clofehis  Natural  Hiftory  of  Foreign 
Fifhes  with  the  ninth  part,  which  contains 
thirty-fix  coloured  plates,  and  a  triple  index. 
Fie  gives  hopes,  however,  that  he  may  refume 
his  labours  on  the  return  of  peace. 

*  #  #  * 

The  following  deaths  of  diftinguifhed  me* 

dical  practitioners  have  lately  taken  place. 

* 

Dr.  Thomas  Clarke,  one  of  the  phyficians 
to  the  army. 

Dr.  Hugh  Alexander  Kennedy,  phyfician 

to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  direCtor-general 

/ 

of  the  Britifh  hofpitals  on  the  Continent. 

Dr.  John  Craigie,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh. 

Dr.  John  Lorimer,  phyfician  to  the  army 
and  to  the  Eafl  India  Company,  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh, 
2  and 
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and  author  of  an  ingenious  effay  on  magne- 
tifm. 

Dr.  Adair  Crawford,  mertiber  of  the  Roval 
College  of  Phyfieians  of  London,  and  well 
known  to  the  philofophical  world  by  his  inge¬ 
nious  effay  on  animal  heat,  and  the  inflam¬ 
mation  of  combuftible  bodies. 

Dr.  jo.Schmukius,  profelfor  in  the  academy 
at  Heidelburg,  a  young  man  of  whom  the 
higheft  expectations  were  entertained. 

Dr.  Nat.  Jo.  de  Necker,  a  celebrated  bota- 
nift  at  Manheim3  and  author  of  feveral  inge¬ 
nious  works  on  botany. 

Dr.  Cor.  Juft.  Lud.  Crel!,  fon  to  the 
juftly  celebrated  Profeflfor  Crell  of  Helmftadt,, 
and  a  very  ingenious  young  man,  cut  oft'  in 
the  twenty-fecond  year  of  his  age. 

Dr.  G.  Ludcv.  Roufleau,  profeflfor  of  natu¬ 
ral  hiftory,  Materia  Medica,  and  chemiftryy 
at  Ingolftadt. 

Dr.  jo.  Fr.  de  Paula  Baader,  firft  phyfician 
to  the  EleCtor  of  Bavaria. 

Dr.  Fr.  Jo.  Hofter,  profeflor  of  anatomy  and 
furgery  in  the  academy  at  Dillengen. 

Dr.  Pet.  Lud.  Spangenberg,  phyfician  to 
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the  Duke  of  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  and  pro- 
feffor  of  medicine  at  Roftock. 

•  • 

i 

The  Prefident  and  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London  adjudged,  for  the  year 
1794,  the  medal  on  Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s  Do¬ 
nation  to  Sig.  AiefTandro  Volta,  profeffor  of 
experimental  philofophy  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Pavia,  for  his  feveral  communications  expla¬ 
natory  of  certain  experiments  publiihed  by 
Profeffor  Galvani. 

*  •  «=  * 

Dr.  Joseph  Black,  whofe  eminent  abi¬ 
lities  as  a  profeffor,  and  an  improver  of  the 
fcience  of  chemiftry,  are  too  well  known  to 
the  learned  world,  to  receive  celebrity  from 
any  encomium  of  ours ;  finding  that,  with 
advancing  years,  the  date  of  his  health  did 
not  admit  of  that  regular  difcharge  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  office  which  he  reckoned  neceffary, 
intimated  to  the  Patrons  of  the  Univerfitv  of 

»  J 

Edinburgh  his  intention  of  refigning  the  pro- 
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fefforfhip  of  chemiftry.  He  at  the  fame  time 
recommended,  as  his  fucceffor,  Dr.  Thomas 
Charles  Hope,  profeffor  of  medicine  at  the 
Univerfity  of  Glafgow,  who  for  feverai  years 
taught  chemiftry  with  great  reputation  at 
Glafgow.  In  confequence  of  this  recommen¬ 
dation,  the  Lord  Frovoft,  Magiftrates,  and 
Town  Council  of  Edinburgh,  who  could  not 
be  dire&ed  by  better  advice  than  that  of  Dr. 
Black,  unanimoully  re-ele£ted  Dr.  Black  to 
the  chemical-chair,  in  conjundion  with  Dr. 
Hope  as  his  afliftant  and  fucceffor.  This  elec¬ 
tion  took  place  on  the  21ft  of  OFcober.  Dr. 
Black  began  his  ufual  courfe  of  lectures  on 
the  28th,  and  intimated  to  the  ftudents  the 
new  arrangement  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  Univerfity.  And  although  the  well-known 
abilities  of  his  colleague  give  every  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  chemical-chair  will  continue 
to  be  ably  filled,  yet  we  truft  that  Dr.  Black 
himfelf  will  yet,  for  many  years  to  come,  be 
able  to  undertake  no  inconfiderable  part  of 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

*  #  #  #  * 

Since  the  publication  of  our  laft  volume. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Philip  Alexander  Wilfon  and  Dr.  James 
Buchan  have  been  admitted  Fellows  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh  ; 
Dr.  James  Gafking  and  Dr.  I  homas  Charles 
Hope  have  been  admitted  Licentiates. 

Gafpar  Voght,  Efq.  of  Hamburgh  ;  John 
Godfrey  Schmeiffer,  Efq.  of  Hamburgh  ; 
Francis  Humberftone  Mackenzie,  Efq.  of 
Seaforth  ;  William  Garthfhore,  Efq.  of  Lon¬ 
don  ;  and  John  Gilles,  Efq.  LL.  D.  hiftorio- 
grapher  to  his  Majefty  for  Scotland  ;  have 
been  admitted  Non-refident  Members  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  fince  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  our  laft  volume  ;  Robert  Hamilton, 
Efq.  advocate,  and  Dr.  Alexander  Philip  Wil¬ 
fon,  phyfician,  have  been  admitted  Refident 
Members. 
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State  of  the  Thermometer,  Barometer,  and 
Rain,  during  the  year  1794,  according  to 
Obfervations  made  about  a  mile  from  the 
City  of  Edinburgh. 


Month.  | 

Thermometer. 

Barometer. 

Rain. 

High. 

Low. 

Mid. 

Higheft. 

Lowed. 

Medium 

Inches  Sc 

Deg. 

Deg. 

O 

Deg. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Decimals. 

Jan. 

51 

*3 

42 

3°*23 

28.60 

29.76 

I.40 

Feb. 

52 

32 

47 

29.85 

28.95 

29.23 

2.14 

Mar. 

58 

31 

49 

3°.  1 8 

28.75 

29-54 

O.99 

Apr. 

68 

42 

56 

3°.°7 

28.87 

29.79 

2.15 

May 

60 

45 

57 

3°-36 

29.04 

29-53 

I.90 

June 

72 

55 

64 

30-10 

29.50 

29.91 

I.07 

July 

76 

52 

66 

30.08 

29.40 

29.80 

2.1  2 

Aug. 

68 

51 

61 

29*95 

29.IO 

29.62 

3-84 

Sept. 

62 

41 

53 

30.20 

28.67 

29-55 

3-*4 

oa. 

59 

45 

5° 

3°- 10 

28.90 

29.68 

3-53 

Nov. 

57 

37 

44 

29.90 

28.70 

29.47 

4-51 

Dec. 

52 

3° 

4i 

3°*13 

29.02 

29.52 

3-92 

Whole  7 
Year,  j 

76 

52 

3°-36 

28.60 

29.61 

30.71 

State 
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State  of  the  Thermometer,  Barometer,  and 
Rain,  during  the  year  1794,  according,  to 
Obfervations  made  at  the  Apartments  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London. 


Month. 

Ther 

MOMETER. 

Barometer. 

Rain. 

High. 

(Low. 

Med. 

High  eft. 

Loweft. 

Medium 

Inches  Sc 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Decimals. 

Jan. 

5° 

•22 

35 

3°-56 

28.75 

3°-°3 

O.403 

Feb. 

56 

36 

47 

30.29 

29.40 

29.85 

0-655 

Mar. 

56 

36 

46 

3°. 46 

29,5° 

29.98 

1.077 

Apr. 

71 

38 

52 

30,44 

28.98 

29.90 

*•396 

May 

71 

43 

54 

3°-58 

29  43 

29.96 

2.215 

June 

79 

48 

61 

3°  34 

29.70 

3°*°3 

°-385 

July 

84 

57 

69 

30-37 

29.47 

29.99 

0-5*5 

Aug. 

77 

52 

63 

30.28 

29.51 

29.91 

1.605 

Sept. 

67 

39 

56 

3°-36 

29. 24 

29.85 

3*01 2 

oa. 

63 

36 

5° 

3°-34 

29-34 

29.81 

2.842 

Nov. 

S6 

31 

45 

3°^9 

29.11 

29-73 

3*340 

Dec 

5* 

27 

38 

3°*44 

29.49 

29.94 

1.021 

Whole  *)  ! 
Year.  J  1 

84 " 

22 

51 

3°-58 

28.75 

29.91 

18.466 
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LIST  OF  NEW  BOOKS, 


PHILOSOPHICAL  Tranfadions  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London  for  1794. 
4to,  London. 

An  Anatomical  Defeription  of  the  Human 
Gravid  Uterus,  and  its  Contents.  By  the 
late  William  Hunter,  M.  D.  phyfician  ex¬ 
traordinary  to  the  Queen,  profeffor  of  anato¬ 
my  in  the  Royal  Academy,  and  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  and  Antiquarian  Societies,  London. 
4to,  London. 

Tranfadions  of  the  Royal  LIumane  Society, 
from  1774  to  1794.  By  William  Hawes, 
M.  D.  8vo,  London. 


Tranfadions 
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Transactions  of  the  American  Philofopliical 
Society  at  Philadelphia.  Vol.  III.  4to,  Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 

Tranfadtions  of  the  Linnaean  Society.  Vol. 
II.  4-to,  London. 

Memoirs  of  Science  and  the  Arts,  felected 
from  the  tranfadtions  of  various  fdcieties. 
Vol.  II.  4to,  London. 

Obfervations  on  the  Seats  and  Caufes  of 
Difeafes,  iiluftrated  by  th£  directions  of  the 
late  Profeffor  Morgagni  of  Padua.  By  James 
Hamilton  jun.  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh.  Vol.  I. 
8 vo,  Edinburgh. 

Seledt  Cafes  in  Midwifery,  extracted  from 
the  records  of  the  Edinburgh  General  Lying- 
in  Kofpital,  with  remarks  by  James  Hamil¬ 
ton  jun  M.  D.  alfiftant  phyfician  to  the  Hof- 
pitai,  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy¬ 
ficians  of  Edinburgh.  8vo,  Edinburgh. 

An  inquiry  into  the  Hiftory,  Nature,  Caufes, 
and  different  Modes  of  Treatment  hitherto 
purlued  in  the  cure  of  Scrophula  and  Cancer. 
By  William  Nifbet,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the 
R'.wal  College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh.  8vo, 
Edinburgh. 

An 
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An  Effay  on  the  Caufes  and  Phenomena  of 
Animal  Life.  By  John  Herdman,  Member 
of  the  Medical  Society  Edinburgh,  and  Sur¬ 
geon  Leith.  8vo,  Edinburgh. 

Engravings  explaining  the  Anatomy  of  the 
Bones,  Mufcles,  and  Joints.  By  J.  Bell,  Sur¬ 
geon:  4to.  Edinburgh. 

A  Treatife  on  Sol-lunar  Influence  in  Fevers, 
&c.  By  Francis  Balfour.  The  fecond  edition, 
corrected  and  enlarged.  Vol.  I.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

A  Pra&ical  Effay  on  a  certain  Difeafe  of 
the  Bones,  termed  Necrofis,  iiluftrated  with 
fix  plates.  By  James  Ruffell,  F.  R.  S.  Edin. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and 
one  of  the  furgeons  to  the  Royal  Infirmary' of 
Edinburgh.  8vo,  Edinburgh. 

An  Effay  on  the  Malignant  Peflilential 
Fever,  introduced  into  the  Weft  Indian  iflands 
from  Boullam  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  as  it 
appeared  in  the  years  1793  and  1794.  By 
C.  Chifholm,  M.  D.  furgeon  to  his  Majefty’s 
ordnance  in  Grenada.  8vo,  London. 

Obfervations  Anatomical,  Phyfiological, 
and  Pathological,  on  the  Pulmonary  Syftem, 
with  Remarks  on  fome  of  the  Difeafes  of  the 

Lungs. 
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Lungs.  By  William  Davidfon.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

Medical  Extracts,  being  a  concentrated 
View  of  fome  of  the  late  Difcoveries  in  Che- 
miflry,  and  the  new  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Phyfic  thereby  introduced.  By  a  Friend  to 
Improvements.  8vo,  London. 

A  Defcription  of  the  Jail-Diftemper,  as  it 
appeared  among  the  Spanifh  prifoners  at 
Winchefler  in  the  year  1780,  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Means  employed  for  curing  that 
Fever,  and  for  deftroying  the  contagion 
which  gave  rife  to  it.  By  James  Carmichael 
Smyth,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 

College  of  Phyficiansy  and  phyfician  extraor- 

% 

dinary  to  his  Majefty.  8vo,  London. 

A  fecond  Differ tation  on  Fever,  containing 
the  Hiltory  and  Method  of  Treatment  of  a 
Regular  Tertian  Intermittent.  By  George 
Fordyce,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  fenior  phyfician  to  St. 
Thomas’s  Hofpital,  and  reader  on  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  phyfic  in  London.  8vo,  London. 

The  Guide  to  Health.  By  the  Reverend 
J.  Townlhend.  8vo,  London. 

Hiftory  of  Two  Cafes  ofUlcerated  Cancers 
of  the  Mamma.  By  J.  Ewart,  M.  D. 
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Obfervations  Phyfiological  and  Chirurgi- 
cal.  Bv  W.  Weldon.  8vo,  London. 

Experimental  Refearches  on  the  Philofo- 
phy  of  Permanent  Colours.  By  E.  Bancroft, 
M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

An  Effay  on  Combuftion.  By  Mrs.  Ful- 
hame.  8vo,  London. 

Summary  of  the  Pneumato-chemical  Theo¬ 
ry.  By  R.  White,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

Lectures  on  Electricity.  By  G.  C.  Mor¬ 
gan.  2  vols  8vo,  London. 

LeCtures  on  Experimental  and  Natural 
Philofophy.  By  G.  Adams.  Five  vols  8vo, 
London. 

Rules  for  recovering  perfons  recently  drown¬ 
ed.  By  R.  Hamilton,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

Effays  Phyfiological  and  Practical.  By  F. 
Penrofe,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

Letters  to  Dr.  Quin  on  the  Dropfy  of  the 
Brain.  By  William  Paterfon,  M.  D.  8vo, 
London. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  abufes  of  the  medical 
department  in  the  militia.  By  H.  Moifes. 

8vo,  London. 

Method  of  Treating  thofe  Affections  which 
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a  rife  from  the  poifon  of  lead.  By  H.  Clutter- 
buck.  8vo,  London. 

An  Effay  on  the  Rhus  Toxicodendron,  or 
Sumach.  By  J.  Alderfon,  M.  D.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don.  f 

Practical  Obfervations  on  the  effects  of 
certain  medicines  in  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  difeafes.  By  R.  Shannon,  M.  D.  8vo, 
London. 

Obfervations  on  the  Ventilation  of  Rooms, 
Chimneys,  &c.  By  J.  Wnitehurft.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

A  Treatife  on  Magnetifm.  By  R.  Walker 
of  Jamaica.  8vo,  London. 

The  Works  of  ProfelTor  Camper,  on  the 
Connection  between  Anatomy  and  Drawing. 
Tranflated  by  Dr.  Cogan.  4to,  London. 

Supplement  to  Medical  Botany.  By  J. 
Woodville,  M.  D.  8vo,  London; 

Plants  of  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  from 
the  drawings  of  Dr.  Roxburgh,  containing 
twenty-five  plates,  and  defcriptions.  4to,  Lon¬ 
don. 

The  NaturalifPs  Calender,  from  the  papers 
of  Mr.  White.  By  Dr.  Aikin.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 
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Syftematic  Arrangement  of  Minerals.  By 
William  Babington.  4to,  London. 

Obfervations  on  the  Genus  Mefembryan- 
themum.  By  A.  H.  Haworth.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

t  ,  *  • 

The  caufes  which  have  prevented  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  operation  of  extra&ing  the  ca- 
tercut.  By  J.  Ware.  8vo,  London. 

Obfervations  on  Morbid  Poifons  and  Can¬ 
cer  By  J.  Adams  8vo,  London. 

A  Pra&ical  Syftem  of  Surgery.  By  James 
Latta.  3  vols  8vo,  Edinburgh. 

A  Popular  View  of  the  Effe&s  of  the  Vene¬ 
real  Difeafe  on  the  conftitution.  8vo,  London. 

A  View  of  the  Eftablifhment  of  Phyfic  in 
England.  By  S.  Ferris,  M.  D.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

The  Plarveian  Oration  before  the  College 
of  Phyficians.  By  Dr.  Latham.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

Medical  and  Chemical  Eftays.  By  T. 
Trotter,  M-  D.  8vo,  London. 

Letter  to  the  Officers  of  the  Army  under 
orders  for,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  fent  to, 
the  Weft  Indies,  on  the  means  of  preventing 

that 
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that  fatal  difeafe,  the  yellow  fever.  By  S. 
Henderfon,  furgeon  to  his  Majefty's  40th  re¬ 
giment  of  foot.  8vo,  London. 

Effays  Phyfiological  and  Medical.  By  C. 
Kite.  8vo,  London. 

On  the  Puerperal  Fever  of  Aberdeen.  By 
A.  Gordon,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

Medical  Effays  and  Obfervations.  By  J. 
johnflone,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Sufpenfion  of  vital  ac¬ 
tions  in  drowning.  By  A.  Fothergill,  M.  D. 
8vo,  London. 

An  Effay  on  the  difeafes  of  prifons  and 

•  '  — 

poor-houfes.  By  J.  M.  Good.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

Account  of  the  different  kinds  of  Air,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  their  medical  ufe.  By  R. 
Pearfon,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

A  Di&ionary  of  Chemiftry.  By  W.  Ni- 
cholfon.  2  vols  4to,  London. 

Tabula  Nofologica.  8vo,  London. 

A  Differtation  on  the  Philofophy  of  Light, 
Heat,  and  Fire.  By  J.  Hutton,  M.  D.  8vo, 

1 . 

London. 

Letters  of  Euler,  to  a  German  Princefs,  on 

C  c  3  Phjfics 
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Phyfics  and  Philofophy,  tranflated  from  the 
French,  by  H.  Hunter,  D.  D.  with  notes,  c 
vols  8vo,  London.  x 

Minutes  of  the  Society  for  Philofophical 
Experiments.  By  B.  Higgins,  editor.  Bvo, 
London. 

The  Antiphlogiftic  Dodrine  of  Lavoifier 
examined  by  E.  Peart,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

A  Complete  Treatife  on  Eledricity.  By 
T.  Cavallo.  3  vols,  8vo,  London. 

A  new  edition  of  Kirwan’s  Mineralogy. 
Vol  1.  8vo,  London. 

A  Concife  Effay  on  Magnetifm.  By  J.  La¬ 
rimer,  IV; .  D.  8 vo,  London. 

The  Philofophy  of  Chemiftry,  or  Funda¬ 
mental  Truths  of  modern  Chemical  Science, 
arranged  in  a  new  order.  By  A.  F.  Four- 
croy,  tranflated  from  the  French  of  the  fe- 
cond  edition,  figned  by  the  author.  8vo, 
London. 

Difcourfes  on  the  nature  and  cure  of 
Wounds.  By  John  Bell,  furgeon.  8vo,  E- 
dinburgh. 

A  new  method  of  operating  for  the  Femo¬ 
ral  Hernia,  tranflated  from  the  Spanifh  of 

Don 
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Don  Antonio  de  Gimbernat,  furgeon  to  the 
Ring  of  opain,  with  plates  ;  to  which  are 
added,  by  the  tranflator,  Queries  refpeCting 
a  fafer  method  of  performing  Inn o dilation, 

and  the  treatment  of  certain  Fevers.  8vo, 

\ 

London 

Confiderations  on  the  medicinal  ufe  and 
the  production  of  Factitious  Airs,  fecond  edi¬ 
tion  ;  with  Communications  from  Drs.  Car- 
michael,  Darwin,  Ewart,  Ferrier,  and  others. 
8vo,  London. 

Experiments  on  Infenfible  Perfpiration. 
By  William  Cruickfhank.  8vo,  London. 

Beytragen  zur  gerichtlichen  Arzneygelahr- 
heit,  und  zur  medicinifchen  Polizey,  i.  e. 

1 

Collections  relative  to  Medical  Jurifprudence 
and  Police.  By  W.  H.  Bucholz,  phyfician. 
to  the  Duke  of  Saxe- Weimar.  3  vols  8vo. 

Verfuch  aner  allgemeinen  Gefchichte  des 
Keifchuftens,  /.  e.  An  ElTay  towards  a  ge¬ 
neral  hiftory  of  the  Chincough.  By  F.  G. 
Danz,  demonftrator  of  anatomy  at  Gieflen. 
Svo,  Marburg. 

Lehrfatze  der  medicinifcher  Polizey-wif- 
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fenchaft,  u  e.  Principles  of  Medical  Police. 
By  Erm.  G.  Hebenftreit,  M.  D.  profeffor  of 
phyfic  at  Leipfic.  8vo,  Leipfic. 

Annalen  des  Klinifchen  Inftituts  zu  Ber¬ 
lin,  i.  e.  Annals  of  the  Clinical  Inftitution  at 
Berlin.  By  J.  F.  Prize,  M.  D.  8vo,  Berlin. 

Vom  Bane  des  Menfchlichen  Korpers,  i.  e. 
Of  the  ftructure  of  the  Human  Body.  By 
S.  T.  Soemmering,  M  D.  and  P.  8vo,  Frank¬ 
fort. 

Ueber  der  Gebrauch  und  die  Krafte  der 
Sauren  Schwererde  in  verfchieden  Krankhei- 
ten,  i.  e.  On  the  ufe  and  effects  of  Muriated 
Barytes  in  different  difeafes.  By  C.  W.  Hufe- 
land,  M.  D.  phyfician  to  the  Duke  of  Saxe- 
Weimar.  4to,  Erfurt. 

Ueber  die  Natur  und  den  Gebrauch  der 
Bader,  u  e .  On  the  nature  and  ufe  of  Baths. 
By  H.  M.  Marcard,  phyfician  to  the  Duke 
of  Holftein  Oldenburg.  8vo,  Hanover. 

Botanifches  Bilderbuch,  fur  die  Jugend 
und  Freunde  der  Pflanzen  kunde,  i.  e  Bota¬ 
nical  Figures  for  the  young,  and  for  the  lo¬ 
vers  of  Botanical  Knowledge.  By  Frederic!* 
Dr  eves.  4to,  Leipfic. 

Beytrag 
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Beytrag  zur  Gefchichte  epidemifcher  Gal- 
len  Fieber,  i.  e.  Materials  for  a  hiftory  of 
an  epidemic  Bilious  Fever.  By  Charles  Chrift 
Eckner,  M.  D.  phyfician  to  the  garrifon  of 
Schwarfzbourgh-Rudolftadt.  4to,  Leipfic. 

Verfuch  einer  Befchreibung  der  haupt- 
foechlichen  in  Reval  herfchenden  krankhei- 
ten,  i.  e.  An  Elfay  towards  a  defcription  of 
the  Principal  Difeafes  that  prevail  at  Revai. 
By  Elermann  Bluhm,  M.  D.  8vo,  Mar- 
bourgh. 

Ueber  die  Vortheile  die  dem  Staat,  aus 
einer  Schule  der  Gerichtlichen  Arzney  wif- 
fenchaft  zufiiefien,  i.  e.  On  the  Advantages 
which  a  Hate  derives  from  a  fchool  of  Medi¬ 
cal  Jurifprudence.  By  F.  G.  Wezeler,  M.  D. 
profelfor  of  medical  jurifprudence  at  Bonn. 
8 vo,  Bonn. 

Von  den  Wortheilen  der  Krankenhaufen 
fur  den  Staat,  /.  e.  Of  the  Advantages  of 
Hofpitals  to  the  State.  By  A.  F.  Marcus, 
firfh  phyfician  of  the  General  Hofpital  at 
Bamberg.  8vo,  Bamberg. 

Ueber  die  Cretinen,  eine  befondere  Men- 
fchenabart  in  den  Alpen,  u  e.  On  the  Cretins, 
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a  particular  degenerate  race  of  men  in  the 
Alps.  By  J.  F.  Ackermann.  8vo,  Gotha. 

Verfuch  die  Metamorphofe  der  Planzen  zu 
erklaren,  i.  c.  An  attempt  to  explain  the  IV  e- 
tamorphofes  of  Plants.  By  J.  W.  Von  Goethe, 
privy-councellor  to  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Wei- 
mar.  8vo,  Gotha. 

Chemifche  Unterfuchung  der  Mineral  quel- 
len  zu  Carlfbad,  u  c.  Chemical  Examination 
of  the  IV  ineral  Springs  at  Carlfbad.  By  M. 
H.  Klaproth.  8vo,  Berlin. 

Projet  de  Reforme  fur  l’Exercife  de  la  Me- 
decine  en  France.  Par  M.  Ant.  Petit  Docteur 
Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Medecine  de  Paris 
de  FAcademie  des  Sciences,  ancien  Profef- 
feur  d’Anatomie  etde  Chirurgie  au  Jardin  du 
Roi.  8vo,  Paris. 

Phytozoologie  Philofophique,  dans  laquelle 
on  demontre  comment  le  nombre  de  Genres, 
et  des  Efpeces,  concernant  les  Animaux,  et  les 
Vegetaux,  a  ete  limite  et  fixe  par  la  Nature. 
Par  N.  J.  de  Necker,  Botaniile  de  S.A.  S.E. 
Bavaro-Palatine,  Membre  de  FAcademie  des 
Sciences  de  Manheim,  &c.  8vo,  Neuweid. 

L’Homme  Phyfique  et  Moral  ou  Recher- 
ches  fur  les  Movens  de  rendre  FHcmme  plus 
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fage,  et  de  le  garantir  des  diverfes  maladies 
qui  Paffligent  dans  fes  differens  ages.  Par.  M. 
Amb.  Ganne  Dodeur  en  Philofophie.  8vo, 
Strafbourg. 

Traite  de  la  Gonorrhee,  et  des  Maladies  des 
Vocis  Urinaires  qui  en  font  la  fuite.  Par  F. 
Teytaud,  Chirurgien  Major  de  la  Garde  Na- 
tionale.  i2mo,  Paris. 

Cours  complet  ou  Traite  des  Fievres.  Par 
M.  Grimaud,  Profefleur  dans  FUniverfite  dc 
Montpellier.  8vo,  Montpellier. 

Memoire  de  Medicine  pradique,  fur  les 
Efforts,  co nun e  Principes  des  plufieurs  mala¬ 
dies  tant  aigues  que  chroniques.  Par  M. 
Balme,  Medecin  au  Puy.  i2mo,  Paris. 

Pliftoire  des  Champignons  de  la  France,  ou 
Traite  elementaire,  renfermant  dans  un  ordre 
methodique,  les  Defcriptions  et  les  Figures  de 
Champignons  qui  croiffent  naturellement  en 
France.  Par.  M.  Bulliard.  Folio,  Paris. 

Obfervations  de  Phyfique  et  de  Medicine, 
faites  en  divers  lieux  de  FEfpagne  ;  on  y  a 
joint  des  Confiderations  fur  la  Lepre,  la  pe¬ 
tite  Verole,  et  la  maladie  venerienne.  Par 
M%Thiery  Dodeur  Regent  de  la  Faculte  de 
Medecine  de  Paris.  2  terns  8vo,  Paris. 
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A&es  de  la  Societe  d’Hiftoire  Naturelle  de 
Paris,  Tome  premier.  Premiere  Partie.  Folio, 
Paris. 

Memoires  fur  les  grandes  Gelees  et  leurs 
eiFets,  ou  Fon  eflaie  de  determiner  ce  qu’il 
faut  croire  de  leurs  Retours  periodique,  et  de 
la  gradation,  en  plus  ou  moins  du  Froid  de 
notre  Globe.  Par.  M.  FAbbe  Mann,  fecre- 
taire  perpetual  de  FAcademie  Imperiale  et 
Royale  de  Sciences  de  Bruxelles.  8vo,  Gand. 

Della  falutare  Ifpirazione  Ragionamento 
filofofico  critico  fulla  transfufione  degli  Aliti 
umani  per  foccorofo  della  falute.  8vo,  Nizza. 

Dei  Segni  della  Verginita  prefto  gli  Anti¬ 
chi.  Letteres  de  D.G.A.  al  Sig.  A.F.  8vo, 
Montalbano. 

Ammaeftramenti  intorno  ai  Parti  publicati 
d’ordine  de  nobili  Proveditori  alia  Sanita  di 
Bergamo  a  Inftruzione  delle  Comafi,  prin- 
cipalemente  di  Campagna.  8vo,  Bergamo. 

Piano  della  Scuola  Clinica  oflia  Inftruzione, 
per  gli  Scolari  Clinici  del  Profeflore  Clinico 
Nicolo  Olivari,  approbata  e  ftabilita  in  Ge¬ 
nova  dagli  Excellentiftimi  ed  Illuftriflimi  Sig¬ 
nori  dodeci  Protettori  dello  Spedale  grande 
Fanno  1789.  Seigne  il  Difcorfa  dell  infigne 
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Frofefifore  Clinico  Cullen,  fulla  maniera  di 
fludiere  la  Medicina  pratica.  8vo,  Genoa. 

Saggio  di  alcune  Ricerche  fu  i  Principi  e 
fulle  virtu  della  Radice  di  Calaguala.  8vo, 
Pavia. 

Sulla  polmonare  Tifichezza  ;  Differtazione 
epiftolare  indirizzata  al  Nobile  Signore  Be- 
ninguo  Cannella  celebratifiimo  Profefiore  di 
Medicina  e  Chirurgia  nella  Citta  di  Riva,  da 
Luigi  Francefco  Caftellani,  Medico  primario 
dell’  Archiofpedale  di  Mantova  e  Prof,  de 
Med.  Prattica.  8vo,  Mantua. 

Lettere  Fifico-Mediche  del  Dottor  Francefco 
Berlinghieri  Profefiore  nell’Univerfita  di  Pifa. 
8vo,  Pifa. 

Nova  Afla  Regias  Societatis  Scientiarum 
Upfalienfis.  Vol.  1.  1 795,  4to,  Upfaliae. 

Jo.  Fred.  Blumenbachii,  Prof.  Med.  Ord. 
Soc.  Reg.  Scient.  Gotting.  aliarumque  mem- 
bri,  Decas  prima,  altera,  tertia,  colle&ionis 
fuae  craniorum  diverfarum  gentium  illullrata, 
4to.  Gottingse. 

De  Hydrope  Uteri  et  de  Hydatidibus  in 
Utero  vifis,  aut  ab  eo  exclufis.  Auctore  Ger. 
Confl.  de  Gregorini,  Med.  et  Chir.  Do&.  4to? 
Halae. 
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jo.  Adam.  Theoph.  Kindii.  Quaeftiones  Fo- 
renfes,  obfervationibus,  ac  paffim  decifioni- 
bus  colluftrake.  8vo,  Lipfiae- 

Apborifmi  de  poiitia  medica,  auditorum 
commodo  concinnavit  Francifcus  Schraud, 
med.  prof.  Peft..  8vo,  Peftini. 

Rudimenta  methodologiae  medicas.  Auftore 
Imman.  Carl.  Diez,  phil.  et  med.  dock  8vo, 
Tubingae. 

Phyfiologus  Syrus,  feu  Hifloria  Animalium 
xxxii  in  S-  S.  memoratorum,  Syriace  e  co¬ 
dice  bibliothecas  vaticanae,  nunc  primum  edi- 
dit,  Olaus  Ger.  Tyfchen.  Ling.  Orient-  in 
Univ.  Roll.  P-  P.  O-  8vo,  Roflochi- 

Generalia  medico-praclica  in  morbos  chro- 
nicos.  i  didit  Bern.  Jof.  Reyland,  M.  D. 
medicus  pratticus  Duffeldorpienfis,  8vo,  Duf- 
feldorpi. 

Jo-  Theod.  Val.  Selig-  Med.  Plav-  Obferva- 
tiones  medicas  de  morbis  quibufdam  difficiii- 
oribus.  8 vo,  Lipfiae. 

Jo-  Chr.  Akermanni.  Therapias  generalis 
pars  altera.  8vo,  Norunbergae. 

Collefiio  Differtationum  b  edicarum  Mar- 
burgenfium.  Vol.  V.  8vo,  Marburg. 

Colle&io  Differtationum  Medicarum  in  A- 
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cademia  Gottingenfi  habitarum.  Tom.  III. 
4to,  Gottingae. 

Commentationes  Societatis  Regiae  Scien- 

V 

tiarum  Gottingenfis-  Vol.  XII.  4to,  Gottin- 
gae. 

D*  Franc-  Cremadell,  Nova  Phyfiologiae 
Elementa.  8vo,  Halae- 

G-  Eimbke  Specimen  fiftens  analyfm  che- 
inicam  fontium  muriaticorum  Oldeiloenfium, 
8vo,  Hamburgae. 

jo.  R.  Forfteri  Zoologia  Indica  fiftens  de- 
fcriptiones  animalium  fele&orum  tabulis  ac¬ 
ne  is  delineatorum.  Editio  fecunda  multo 
audtior.  Folio,  Halae. 

D-  Jo.  Pet-  Frank.  Decuyandis  hominum 
morbis  epitome  praeleclionibus  academicis 
dicata-  8vo,  Mannhemi. 

Apparatus  Medicaminum  tam  fimplicium 
quam  praeparatorum  et  compofitorum  in  pra- 
xeos  adjumentum  conlideratus.  P.  II.  Reg- 
num  IV  inerale  compleclens-  lom.  I.  auclore 
Jo.  Fred*  Gmelin,  med.  do£t.  et  prof.  P.  O- 
Gott.  8vo,  Goettingae. 

Ant.  de  Iiaen  Opera  quaedam  pofthuma 
Accedunt  Hiftoriae  morborum  a  Stollio  in 
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Collegio  clinico  Vindobonenfi  duce  Haenio 
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an*  1772  et  1773,  confignatae.  ed.  etpraef.  Jo. 
Eyerel.  8vo,  Vindob. 

G.  H.  Hildebrand  Prime  linee  pathologic 
generalis.  8vo,  Erlang. 

J.  J.  Plenk  leones  plantarum  medicinali- 
um,  cum  enumeratione  virium,  ufus  medici, 
chirurgici  et  dietetici  cum  figuris,  vol.  VII. 
et  ult.  Folio,  Vienne. 

Joan.  Chrift  Reil.  Med  et  Chir.  Dod.  Prof. 
Therap.  Pub.  Ord.  Civ.  Halenfis.  Memora- 
bilium  Clinicorum  medico-pradicorum  Fafic. 
IV.  8vo,  Hale. 

Ant.  Scarpc  Tabulae  Neurological  ad  illu* 

ftrandam  hiftoriam  anatomicam  nervorum 

,  \ 

cardiacorum,  cum  figuris.  Folio,  Pavie. 

D.  J.  C.  Sommer  Proenotionum  obfletrica- 
rum  penfum  primum.  8vo,  Helmfladii. 

S.  K.  Soemmering.  De  morbis  vaforum 
abforbentium  corporis  humani ;  accedit  in* 
dex  feriptorum  de  Syft.  Abforb.  8vo,  Ta- 
jed.  ad  Moen. 

S.  K.  Soemmering  de  concrementis  bilia- 
riis  corporis  humani.  8vo,  Tr.  ad.  Moen. 

Sylloge  operutn  minor um  preftan  tier  urn 
ad  artem'  obftetricam  fpedantium  quam  cu- 
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ravit  et  edidit-  Jo.  Chr.  Schlegel,  tom.  imus, 
cum  Tab.  aen.  8vo,  Lipiiae. 

Wenc  de  Krzowitz  Trnka.  Hiftoria  Hae¬ 
morrhoid  um  omnis  aevi  obfervata  medica  con- 
tinens.  Vol.  II.  and  III  Operis  pohhumi 
editionem  procuravit,  Franc.  Schraud.  8vo, 
Vindob. 

J.  B.  Zaufchner,  Vindiciae  Phlogifli.  Svo, 

Praguae. 
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Dissertationes  Medicje  Inaugurates, 
quas,  ex  audoritate  Reverendi  admodum 
viri  D.  Georgii  Baird,  S.  S.  T  P.  Academiae 
Edinburgenas  Prafedi,  nec  non  ampliffimi 
Senatus  Academia?  confenfu,  et  nobilifiimae 
Facultatis  Medicae  decreto,  pro  gradu  Doc- 
toris,  fummifque  in  Medicina  honoribus,  rite 
et  legitime  confequendis,  eruditorum  examini 
fubjecerunt,  ad  diem  24mm  Junii  1795. 

Theobaidus  Edmundus  Bourke,  A.  M.  Hi- 
bernus,  De  Febre  Puerperarnm . 

Joannis  Brockenbrough,  Virginienfis,  De 
Rable  Canina . 
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Richardifius  Brown,  Anglus,  De  Pneumo¬ 
nia  Nothci. 

Francifcus  Ffrye  Brown,  Antiguenfis,  De 

Ophthalmia . 

Thomas  jofephus  Bryanton,  A.  B.  Hiber- 
nus,  De  Vita  Humana  Gradihus . 

Jacobus  Cailanan,  Hibernus,  De  Tujfi  Con - 
< vuljiva • 

Joannes  Cheyne,  Scoto-Britarinus,  De  Ra - 

chitide . 

Stewart  Crawford,  Hibernus,  De  Angina 

Pectoris. 

Gulielmus  Chalmers  Darling,  Anglus,  De 

Iflero. 

Jacobus  Dittmar,  Reipublicae  Genevae  Ci- 
vis,  De  Exercitatione. 

Joannes  Fofter,  Anglo-Britannus,  De  Po¬ 
dagra . 

Joannes  Haxby,  Anglo-Britannus,  De  Con - 

fuetudine . 

Michael  Lovell  Hodge,  Antiguenfis,  De 

Scarlatina . 

Samuel  Hughes,  Anglus,  De  Vejlitu . 
Francifcus  ?•  ..xwell,  Scotus,  De  Jdero. 
Jacobus  Millar,  A.  M.  Scoto-Britannus,  De 

Hepatitide . 
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De  Dyfpepfia. 

Thomas  O’Meagher,  A.  M.  Hibernus,  De 
Amenorrhcea. 

Thomas  Petter  Powell,  Anglus,  De  Hydro- 
cep  halo  Acuto . 

Daniel  Proudfit,  Civis  Reipublicas  Novi  E- 
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boraci,  De  Variola. 

Dominigos  Felis  dos  Santos,  Americanus 
Brafilienfis,  De  Rubeola . 

Robertus  Scarlett,  Jamaicenfis,  De  Apo - 
plexia. 

Joannes  Smyth,  Hibernus,  De  Hydrope  A- 
nafarca. 

Gulielmus  Taylour,  Anglus,  De  Pneumo¬ 
nia . 

Thomas  Wood,  Hibernus,  De  Typho. 
Gulielmus  Young,  Scotus,  De  Variola . 
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Francifcus  Barker,  A.  B.  Hibernus,  De 
Animalium  Elettricitate . 
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Jacobus  Chew,  Anglo-Britannus,  De  Arit- 

m  Affeftionibus . 

Jacobus  de  Courcy,  A.  B.  Hibernus,  De 

Variolis . 

Edvardus  Fifher,  Virginienfis,  De  Febre 
Flava  Regionum  Calidarum . 

Robertus  Forrefter,  Hibernus,  De  Menor - 

rhagia . 

Marcus  Hardiman,  Hibernus,  Zte  Scorbuto. 
Alexander  Maclarty,  Scotus,  De  Hydrope 
Anafarca. 

Jacobus  Mair,  Indus  Orientalis,  De  Afcite 

Abdominali, 

Edvardus  Millet,  Hibernus,  De  Calcido . 
Joannes  New,  Anglo-Britannus.  Quanam 
pars  Aeris  communis  cavorum  Inflammationem 
concitat  et  quomodo  ? 

Joannes  Nelfon  Scott,  ex  Infula  Mona,  De 

Dyfpepfia. 

Jacobus  Scott,  Hibernus,  De  Variola . 
Benjamin  Scutt,  Anglo-Britannus,  De  Ty- 
pho . 

Samuel  Warneford,  Anglo-Britannus,  De 

Colica. 

Jacob  Williman,  Carolinenfis  Meridiona¬ 
ls,  De  Scarlatina  Anginofa . 
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Joannes  Wilfon,  ex  Divi  Martini  Infula, 
De  AJlhmate  Spafmodico . 

Thomas  Wilfon,  Anglus,  De  Rubeola . 
Joannes  Wolfeley,  Hibernus,  De  Rheuma * 
tifm  Acuto , 
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